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DFRYNICK mm PIC 
PROFESSIONAL SHAD 
AT ዘ 11. AGE THAT Тив I : WHAT 
WANTED TO DD WEITE BOOKS. IN SHORT. 
ALWAYS ENJOYED IT AND IT WAS ^ OY GENES. 
[ШҮ ANCESTOR WAS THE LEGENDARY WAITER DOJDYNYK ALP. 
ONLY LEARNED WHAT | COULD ABOUT THIS CHARACTER. JOAN 
RECORDS ABOUT ዘመ ARE NOT OFFICIALLY CONFIDED. BIRTH 
AND DEATH REMAIN ዘ MYSTERY. AND толку OF THE STORIES 
SURROUNDING IT BRE SHROUDED IN JOYSTERY, EVEN IN THE 
FAMILY'S HOMELAND. ME HIMSELF WROTE ONLY THREE 
BOOKS, WHICH ØRE DISSECTED IN DETAIL IN THE LOCAL 
ሺሀ En WHICH WAS HIS РИШ ا‎ HOME BEFORE HIS 
DEATH I MUST ፌሬ THAT | WAS дады: WITH HIS 
WORK ፳ E LIFE AT B YOUNG AGE. AND I WAS NOT THE ONLY 
ONE. ዘሮ FIRST BOOK. PUBLISHED AS ዘ mu MAN. WAS 
ONLY 44 P Да LONG. STILL. SHE WAS EXCEPTIONAL. HER 
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ዚ ШҮ NAME | AM A 
OW WRITER 51 DECIDED 
T 


NAME WAS EU Urn A. THIS NAME WAS IN THE HONORED 
LATIN. WHICH IN ITSELF WAS VERY በደ s SINCE LATIN IS 
CONSIDERED በ "s LANGUAGE ANO SOME EVEN BELIEVED 
THOT THEY WERE TRYING TO REVIVE IT. IN EXACT 
TRANSLATION, EUPHORIA SHOULD en HAPPINESS. ON THE 
COVER OF THE BOOK IS A PAINTED PLY WEARING VARIOUS 
GOLD ACCESSORIES. SUCH 8 A TOOTH. A BRACELET OR A 
RING. THERE IS A SAYING IN CZECH CULTURE: “WHAT IS 
HAPPINESS?” FLY p GOLD!” THE ORIGIN OF THS (шті 
BELONGS TO THE CZECH POET ADOLF HEYDUK AND | 
BECAME ИШЕ [ШИ IN THE BLACK-AND-WHITE ИЛ 
THE SCHOOL IS THE BASIS OF LIFE. THIS ALONE SPEAKS 
VOLUMES ABOUT ALF'S SENSE OF DETAIL AND THE DEPTH 
WITH WHICH HE WAS NOT AFRAID TO WORK. ዘሮ SHORT 
STORIES. WHICH WAS THE ONLY THING HE EVER DEALT 
WITH. WERE ALWAYS ON THE BORDER BETWEEN REALITY 
AMD FANTASY. IN WHICH HE IS NOT me Lm SOLVE 


SERIOUS LIFE AND EVEN EXISTENTIAL AND POSTHUMOUS 
QUESTIONS. HIS SECOND BOOK. 1 15 E “WH CH WAS 
AGAIN A POLISHED LATIN, WAS SHORT STORY. THIS 


POL! 
TIME IT HAD A PICTURE OF በያ W ዘ 1010 FRAME ON THE 
COVER. AT FIRST NO ATTENTION WAS PAID TO THIS. BUT 
LATER IT WAS POUND FROM HIS DIARY ENTRIES THAT HE 
S THEREBY DRAWING ATTENTION TO THE LOVE OR 
DISTASTE FOR ART THAT THE WHOLE WORLD S0 
EXPERIENCED. PEOPLE ARE WILLING TO PAY INCREDIBLE 
AMOUNTS POR ዘ PIECE OF ART. THIS BOOK. THEMED ON 
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ще = FRIENDSHIP AND ALL ITS VARIATIONS, WAS, LIKE 
HIS FIRST BOOK. LIMITED TO ዘ QUANTITY OF ONLY FIFTY 
гең THIS ALSO CONTRIBUTED ТО Ln PRICE RISING 
FROM ITS ORIGINAL PRICE. THE NUMBER OF PAGES EQUALS 
THE PRICE. TO A HUNDRED TIMES THE "ዛ GE. HIS THIRD 
BOOK. AN E-BLACKBOOK WITH WHITE TEXT. CALLED THE 
FIRST AND LAST CASE OF DOMYNYK ДР (PPP. - DA) 
LOOSELY FOLLOWED THE SHORT STORY PSOVO FROM THE 
PREVIOUS BOOK FILIA. WHERE HE DESCRIBES HIMSELF AS A 
TECTIVE WHOSE ደየ ጆ GAVE PROM 
ዘ ta NG 
ENOUGH. EVEN THIS FI 


WORK IS NOT VALUED 
Å 
AUTHOR AS A JOAN WHO 


TEL 
በ፳ 12 AP 

ROLES IN ИРЕ. BUT ПЕ MORE PERSONAL LIFE IS ALSO 
REVEALED, WHICH SHOW By u SPECTRUM OP GLOOMY 
COLORS. WHEN HE DID NOT с БЕП IN LIFE, EITHER WITH 
HIS OWN SELF-CONFIDENCE, SO ШИ INANGES. YET. IN THIS 
THIRD BOOK OF NIS. HIS CHARACTER IS [ROCKED BY HIMSELF. 
AND THE PLOT TWIST THAT CORRUPTION HAS PENETRATED 
THE ANIMAL WORLD IS ACTUALLY A COLON AT THE END OF 
THE WHOLE STORY. THERE HE DECIDES THAT IT WOULD БЕ 
BETTER TO LISTEN TO THE DOG AND INSTEAD ПР DOING 
PRIVATE DETECTIVE WORK. HE WRITES DOWN FOR ዘመ 
WHAT HE WANTS HITO TO 00 TO BENEFIT THE SURROUNDING 
LIFE. WITH THIS. ALF SAID GOODBYE TO HIS READERS AND. AS 
HE WRITES IN HIS NOVELLA SET OUT ON THE PATH OF A 
SHADOW AUTHOR. OR GHOST WRITER. AND SO IT IS NOT 
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LIA. 
BEGINNING PRIVATE DE 
THE PEELING THAT HIS 

S PICT! LLS A LOT ABOUT THE 

W RAID TO TAKE ON OTHER 
PE 
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SURPRISING THAT THERE " NO OTHER CLUES 
DOMYNYK ALPUNTIL THEN. IN HIS ORRY. WHI CH WAS mE 


TO SEVERAL PARTS AND WAS VERY EXTENSIVE. HOWE! ER. 
WAS NOT THE ONLY ONE WHO WAS SO INTERESTED IN HIS 
CULTURAL HERITAGE. BECAUSE ANY OF THE IDEAS OR 
WORKS HE CREATED REMAINED HIDDEN POR GENERATIONS HND 
THAT ONLY BECAUSE HE DECIDED TO LEAVE IT TO HIS HEIRS. 
HE HAD A UNIQUE SENSE 0 P HUMOR. BECAUSE HE LIKED TO 
CREATE SOME KIND OF p og REBUSES, WHETHER 
VERBAL OR VISUAL. EXACTLY AS HE DESCRIBED IN HIS DIARY 
WHICH PARTLY ACTED AS A [^ ЕР GUIDE TO CREATING WHAT 


THE LEGENDARY WRITER WAS TRYING TO DO IN HIS LIFE. HE 
WANTED A GENERATION OF BOOKS THAT WOULD NOT BE 
CONDEJONEO TO THE rer OR PUNISHMENT OF mass 
PUBLISHERS, BUT TO THE AUTHORS THEMSELVES. WHO HAVE 
THEIR BACKGROUND ON THE INTERNET. THAT'S WHY HE PUT 
THE QR CODE ON THE BACK OF THE BOOK COVER. RIGHT 
NEXT TO THE FIRE SYIDBOL. SO THAT THE READER CAN GET 
TO WHERE HE WILL WAVE EVERYTHING ON A TRAY IN THE 
MOST CONVENIENT WAY. ወከ SO A CREATED A NEW 

INTERNET TERM - UNREAL FICTION. | USED THE CHARACTERS 

AND OTHER IDEAS THAT ПУ Merl MID N N BY ዘ 
ПУ FIRST VOR WHICH | WILL TELL YOU ABOUT NOW. BY 
THE TYDE I FINISHED JOY COMPULSORY SCHOOLING. I DECIDED 
TO TRY TOY Нес AS TOY ANCESTOR'S BOOKS INFLUENCED 
ME AND SET OUT TO STUDY LITERARY ARTS. | FLEW PRO 
EUROPE TO AMERICA AND ENROLLED ЯТ THE TOISKATONIC 
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UNIVERSITY FOUNDED BY HP. LOVECRAFT. IN ARKHAM. 
MASSACHUSETTS. TO "ee Kil EVERYTHING PRO PERLY 
AND TO BE A WRITER AS I SHOULD BE. | LEARNED 
EVERYTHING POSSIBLE HERE mm PAID SPECIAL ATTENTION 
TO THE LIBRARY, ESPECIALLY ‘THE NECRONOMICON, A 
GAIMOIRE WRITTEN BY THE MAD ARAB ABDUL ALHAZRED. A 
VERY REMARKABLE ANO CONTRADICTORY BOOK. ANO ALSO 
QUITE HEAVY AND. ABOVE ALL. DANGEROUS - y THE WRONG 
HANDS. AND HERE AT MISKATONIG UNIVERSIT gin TO 
[BAKE UNREAL FICTION. OR UNREAL FICTION, T CESSOR TO 
THE TRADITIONAL LITERARY ART THAT DEVELOPED IN SHORT 
AND WITH die: OLE: Å Tr ABOUT A BOOK IN A BOOK, 
ABOUT A BOOK IN A BOOK IN A BOOK. IN UNREAL Р IGTION. ALL 
NEW AND አውሪ MENTAL ‘TENDENCIES ARE ALWAYS 
WELCOME. IT SHOULD PROPERLY HAVE NO DIRECT CREATOR, 
AS IT EVOLVED OVER TIME AND WAS е REVEALED 
BY RE IN 2020. BUT IN ORDER TO PLACE IT ў N THE 7000 
CONTEXT. I HAVE TO REPEAT ONCE MORE: IN MY WORK. I 
PROCEED FROM THE LEGACY THAT ШҮ 1 LEPT 
BEHIND POR ial s P ON. THEY WERE THE BASICS OF 
UNREAL PICT! пе sh. P ا‎ iN als ELF Ты 
BEHIND HIS SKIN በበ RGITY. AND JUST AS E. A. POE 
LAID THE FOUNDA ONS OF WEIRD РІСТ m 


STUDYING ON THE JOISKATONIC UNIVERSITY GROUNDS AS ዘ 
EUROPEAN WAS REPRESENTATIVE. THIS IS BECAUSE 
SUDDENLY, REGARDLESS OF WHICH COUNTRY YOU WERE BORN 
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ІМ, YOU REPRESENT THE ENTIRE CONTINENT. HOWEVER, THE 
WAY YOU BEHAVE AND APPROA С: EVERYTHING AROUND YOU 
POINTS TO NATIONAL TRADITIONS, FOLKLORE AND ORIGIN. | 
Å THE 
КЕД epos 
TO 


uL 


PRESENTED MERE NOT ONL ሸሸ NAME, BUT ALSO 
FLOWERS OF ШҮ WRITING. ING TOY ETERNAL SUC 
SOCIAL EVENTS WERE PART 
HERE | ESPEC deii TRIED NO 
NATIONALITY. | BROUGHT Я | 
CAMPUS AND WAS EQUIPPED WITH I ሠ ONU THAT 15 
IP TOY SPANISH SIDE IN ME GETS EXCITED. AT FIRST. A FEW 
PEOPLE GATHERED WERE TO JUST I DNK AÑO FEAST WITH 
ДЬ, CHEESE ብች WINE OF FRENCH ORIGIN. SPAGHETTI 2 
ዘ LIKE IN ITALY. THEN IT WAS BEER PONG. WHICH | 

ПИНК та ዘ ue SUDDENLY. EVEN WITH THE GROWING 
CROWD OF PEOPLE IN OUR CROWD. VODKA ALSO APPEARED, 
THAT i AKENED THE RUSSIAN IN EACH OF US. AFTER ዘ 
WHILE | POUND [DYSELP TRYING TO COMMUNICATE WITH 
SOMEONE IN JOY NATIVE LANGUAGE. BUT JOY DRUNKENNESS 
GAVE IT JUST THE RIGHT TOUCH OF POLISH. THE LAST 

THING | REMEMBER WAS SOMEONE FIGHTING ІМ THE 
BACKYARD. ЩЕ WHOLE THING GOT SO OUT OP CONTROL 
THERE THAT IT SEEMED LIKE SOME KIND D що be TREET FIGHT 
IN CHINA. ща THIS WELCOME PARTY. | DECIDED TO 
CHANGE THE FIELD OF ACTIVITY. | em ЧИТ ፳፻ 
MORNINGS IN THE LABORATORY. WHERE | PREPARED VARIOUS 
SUBSTANCES WITH [BORE EXPERIENCED STUDENTS. WE 
DISCOVERED MOST OF THE PROCEDURES PROM THOSE 
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FRISKATONIG UNIVERSITY. AND 
TO PQ ገዢ OUT [ШҮ DIRECT 
ER DP P 


EAP 

Р 
T 
BE LSNER URQUEL TO 


TESTED IN THE LIBRARY. AT THAT TIME. | WAS VERY 
INTERESTED IN THE REPRESENTATIVES OP THE BEAT 
GENERATION - W. S. BURROUGHS AND CHARLES BUKOWSKI AT 
THAT TYDE. EVERYTHING TOOK PLACE PRECISELY IN THE 
CONNECTION OF THESE TWO WAITERS. SEX AND DRUGS. 
WHICH. OF COURSE. TOOK ME TO THE PLACE WHERE THE 
FOREFATHER OF CYBERPUNK WANTED. THAT'S WHEN [OY 
FIRST BOOK - HEX - WAS CREATED. HERE. | PUT CYBERPUNK 
INTO WORLD LITERATURE WITH MY SCI-FI GENRE 
TREATIOENT. | WROTE IT WITH QUOTATION MARKS AT THE 
TOP BECAUSE. AS THE NAME SUGGESTS. IT IS BASED ON 
ANGLICISME AND THE NAME ITSELF IS ESSENTIALLY SLANG. 
ALL THE MATERIALS | NEEDED THAT REALLY TAUGHT ME 
SOMETHING OR GAVE [DE EXPERIENCE WERE AVAILABLE IN 
THE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY OR ON THE INTERNET. IN THE 
WORDS OF VICTOR HUGO FROM HIS BELL RINGER OF THE 
CHURCH OF THE MOTHER OF GOD - ЯШ! PAX! [ШИП THE 
POWER OF MAGIC IS REVEALED TO THOSE WHO UNDERSTAND 
THESE WORDS. | WAS SERIOUSLY LOOKING POR INSPIRATION 
TO CHOOSE JOY PEN NAME. | HAVE ALWAYS LIKED NAMES 
POR THEIR TREANING. | WAS THINKING. IF | HAVE TOORE 
NAMES. IT WILL HAVE MMORE [DERNINGS AND THEREFORE 
MORE SIGNIFICANCE. IN ADDITION, | NEEDED TO FOLLOW THE 
SAYING "IN THE NAME IS THE РАТЕ", SO | STARTED TAKING 
PRY MIDOLE NAMES AND SURNAMES FROM ПУ CHARACTERS. | 
ALWAYS TRIED TO CHOOSE NAMES FOR THE DESIRED 
CHARACTER. JUST AS ORIGINAL WAS ШҮ VIEW OF SURRERL 
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id iar WHICH | EVENTUALLY "pnis PROBABLY THE 
BEST OF ALL THE STUDENTS. | PUBLISHED ШҮ FIRST 
UNREAL 4 g BOOK WHILE STILL STUDYING. HER NAME 
WAS HAX. IT DION'T HAVE AN ISBN, SO IT DIDN"T OFFICIALLY 
EXIST ae WAS THE FIRST OF ге KIND. THE FIRST 
SURREAL FICTION WITH በ STYLE | INHER TED FROM MY 
ANCESTOR AS QUA FAMILY CULTURAL HERITAGE. EACH SHORT 
STORY MAS ITS OWN ORIGINAL FRAME AND IS EASILY 
SUPPLEMENTED WITH ILLUSTRATIONS 1 AN 
ACQUAINTANCE OF [RINE FROM THE CITY WHERE | COME 
FROM. THIS ALLOWED [OE TO CONNECT THE BOOK WITH 
THE BOUNDARIES OF PAINTING AND га im HE | OF Å በሸ 
CODE WITH THE INTERNET. ANOTHER SYMBOL | TOOK OVER 
FROM ПУ PREDECESSOR WAS FIRE. THE 90 N OP PIRE. WHICH 
HAS Å DOUBLE- Фа FUNCTION, ay GIVE THE IMPRESSION 
THAT A BOOK IS GOOD FUEL. BUT IT CAN ALSO REFER TO 
VARIOUS HISTORICAL EVENTS CONNECTED WITH BURNING 
BOOKS. OR TO OTHER ACTIONS C BRROBURRY'S 451 DEGREES 
FAHRENHEIT). THE BURNING DF BOOKS D Г STORY WAS 
NOTHING EXCEPTIONAL, IN PACT ALL PREVIOUS EXPERIENCES 
PASSED ON IN WRITTEN FORM WERE BURNED. THUE BRINGING 
PEOPLE ше .. OF THEIR EDUCATION OR 
KNOWLEDGE] ALSO DISCOVERED THIS IN THE IMISKATONIG 
LIBRARY. THE — ТТТ WHICH, LIKE TORNY OTHER 
RUSSIAN ፡ CS, AMAZED ШЕ THIS FICTION HAS A КШ 
POINT. IT IS ABOUT GRILLING FOOD ON BOOKS. THE 50 
CALLED m AND GRILL. | HAD TO TRY THIS AS WELL. በበ 
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90 0 tae EVENING | DADE SEVERAL MARSMIDALLOWS ON ፒክ 
VLADIMIRA SOROKIN. AND THAT WAS ONLY FOR THE REASON 
TT n. 5 тие LATED FORT ዘመ A CLOSE CONNECTION 
WITH IT. | DISMISSED THE CURSING LENIN ዘዘ WITH 8 
SUPLE SENTENCE. ТП ብ ТЕРОН. በ MORES! | TOOK IT PROM 
THE POINT OF VIEW OF PURE RESEARCH mo STUDY. STARING 
WT THE FLATRES FLOATING ON THE BOOK I GOT H VISION. | 
WILL PUT THE SEALS AND INITIALS | EARNED IN ШҮ WRITING 
GAME ON [ШҮ FIRST BOOK. HOWEVER, IF THE BOOKS ARE 
ALSO IN DIGITAL PORTO ON THE INTERNET, IT WILL 5 LIKE 
ШҮ WRITING VIDEO GAME. USUALLY IN [OY LIFE, | HAVE 
DEALT WITH BOOKS THAT WERE BASED ON VIDEO GUIDES. 
TONES, SERIES AND OF OTHER BOOKS AND 201105: LIKEWISE 
CE VERSA. CULTURE SELF-RECYELES AND INTEGRATES INTO 
EVER NEWER INDUSTRIES HND FORDS. THE BEST BLUEPRINT 
IS ALWAYS በ VISION. A TEXT OR IMAGE IS ALREADY A cao 
TEMPLATE. PAPER JUEANS SOMETHING THESE DAYS. 50 | 
INVESTED SOMETHING IN [OY FIRST PRINTS AS WELL | 
BECAJDE A SPIRIT REPRESENTING ШҮ CONNECTION TO THE 
FUTURE DEEPLY CONNECTED TO THE EMERGING WORLD IN 
THE CYBER ENVIRONIDENT. | THEN PUT ПУ KNOWLEDGE 
FROM JOY ANCESTOR'S WORK INTO THE LIGHT OF THE 
WORLD THROUGH THAT BOOK. THESE WERE ONLY IDEAS, BUT 
THEY STRENGTHENED THE VIRTUE OF THE BOOKS AND GAVE 
A NEW DIRECTION TO THE PROFESSION OF ADMINISTRATION, 
HOWEVER. AFTER [ШҮ PUBLICATION OF HAX. I FELL OUT OF 
FAVOR WITH UNIVERSITY SOCIETY AND WAS FORCED TO 
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EXPERIENCE ROUGH TIMES. | DIN" GRADUATE BECHUS A | 
WANTED т AVOID THE J Е Т CANTOR, OF WHICH | 
HAUNTED BY THOSE LIVING EXAMPLES AT EVERY LEC TU 
THANKS TO ШҮ IDEAS. ШҮ FIRST አ. TOOK HOLO IN ТЕ 
NON-CLASS SOCIETY OF THE LUPENPROLETARIAT. ANO SO | 
COULD AFFORD TO CONTINUE WRITING. ABOUT በ YEAR AFTER 
THE PUBLICATION OF HAX. BOOKS THAT WERE VERY SIDILAR 
TO [BINE BEGAN TO APPEAR ON THE йт THAT'S HOW 
OFFICIALLY UNREAL FICTION DUG ITS m WTO THE 
COMMERCIAL WORLD AND SHOW BUSI MESS S0 I WENT TO በ 
CLASSIC BOOKSTORE TO SEE WHAT TIER PRESENTATION OF 
SURREAL FICTION LOOKED LIKE. IT WAS TDISERY. IT HAD 
NOTHING TO DO WITH WHAT | WAS DOING. AT FIRST GLANCE. 
IT LOOKED VERY SUR. THEY DION'T KNOW WHY THEY 
WERE GIVING ТЕ THE SAME MARKS THAT | WANTED TO 
BØRN. THEY JUST WANTED IT THERE TOO. NEITHER O ሆ 
THE ОТЕ ABOUT WHAT I DD. THE WHOLE [DESS W 
COMPARABLE TO LETTER SOUP. RATHER. THEY COVERED Т 
ALL AROUND THE EDGES WITH DOODLES. FORTUNATELY. 
ENOUGH HAS ALREADY BEEN WRITTEN IN THE BOOK ITSELF 
ABOUT THE ыз INCLUDING HIS REAL NATRE ANO wee 
HE LIVES. 90 I WENT TER TO HØVE A LOOK. IT WASN 
DIFFICULT TO FIND ዘ | JUST ዘመ TO ASK A FEW PEOPLE 
I ПЕТ IF THEY KNEW m WRITERS PROPR THE AREA HND | 
በዘ? HAD THE STREET AND ТЕ HOUSE NUIDBER. THIS 
WOULD NEVER HAPPEN TO ME, AS I DID NOT SELL JOY BOOKS 
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ON THE ቁል ipia ET. BUT ONLY TO PEOPLE | KNEW 
Қы ONALLY. S we FAMOUS LIKE THE MOAN I RANG. | 
5 ONLY КІМ WAITED FOR A WHILE AND THEN 
FLL! SOMEONE ANSWERED. - HELLO?" | WAS SILENT. 
- HELLO? IS ANYONE THERE?” | RETAINED SILENT UNTIL HE 
HUNG UP. THEN I RANG AGAIN... HELLO? MELLOM HE WAS 
GETTING ANGRY. I KEPT RINGING HIM LIKE THIS FOR ABOUT 
TEN MORE MINUTES UNTIL SOMEONE APPEARED AT THE 
DOOR. “DIO YOU RING THE BELL?" A VERY YOUNG TOAN. 
SLIGHTLY HAIRY AND ACTUALLY QUITE SIMILAR TO ШЕ. 
SPOKE y n INSTEAD OF ANSWERING. | LOOKED SHARPLY 
INTO HIS EVES HND ITAGINED HOW I WOULD [QURDER HUU IN 
EVERY а m ONCE. IN THE END. | TURNED JOY BACK ON 
THE RASCAL JUST AS I HAD TURNED THE WHOLE SITUATION 
N ШҮ P | WROTE JOY OTHER WORKS AT MODE IN 
WHICH I RANGED IN GENRES BETWEEN CRIME. PULP AND 
NOIRE. | WAS INSPIRED BY SERIAL KILLERS. CRIMINAL 
ORGANIZATIONS ANO OTHER CRURINAL PRINDS FOR ONE REASON 
ONLY. THAT IDITATOR TO ME POR THAT. HE GAVE ENOUGH 
INSPIRATION AND ENERGY TO DEVELOP THE BLOODY WORK. 
THERE WERE [DORE OF THEM WHO TRIED TO BREAK INTO 
UNREAL FICTION. BUT IT WAS VERY DIFFICULT FOR THEM TO 
1 THE PEAK. BECAUSE THEY 00 NOT KNOW ITS 
MAGIC. I WAS NOT WORRIED ABOUT THE 01 510708 OF THE 
NEWLY 12209 UNREAL FICTION, JOY SIXTH SENSE TOLD 
ПЕ ТТ IN TYDE I WOULD REPLACE THE FAKES Ó^ THEIR 
COPIES WITH ШҮ OWN NEW ORIGINAL WORKIT WILL 
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REATIONS AND TA AKE P RIDE OF PLACE WITH 


QUTSHINE THEIR CREAT 
STUDDED በ нед -DF-A-KIND 


ዘ TRUE STAR- 


AS TYDE WENT በዚ THE WORD BOOKMAKER ACQUIRED A NEW 
ADDITIONAL DEFINITION. LITERALLY A ማፍ MAKER. 
ALTHOUGH | EVENTUALLY REGAINED [OY POSITION AS THE 
SOLE ORIGINAL AUTHOR OF SURREAL FICTION, | WASN'T 
HAPPY ABOUT IT. | KNEW THAT THOSE BOOKS IN 
COMMERCIAL SALES ARE ONLY FOR BUSINESS AND THOSE 
PEOPLE HAVE NO IDEA WHAT IT IS REALLY ABOUT. THEY 
SMILE IN THEIR PORTRAITS BECAUSE THEY HAVE REAPED 
THE FRUIT FROM THE TREE OF SUCCESS WHOSE SEEDS 
"o ELSE HAD TO PLANT. | W was ONLY PLEASED WHEN 
| RECEIVED A LETTER FROM A READER WHO KEPT HIS 

FINGERS CROSSED FOR IDE AND RECEIVED ONE OF ПУ 

STORIES, EVEN THAT HE EVEN UNDERSTOOD SOME OF ПУ 
ШЕ ШҮ BOOKS. EVEN THAT 

PROM SOMEONE ON THE 


T 

Т AND PUNS HIDDEN INS 

VEAR. I RECEIVED AN INTERN! u^, INK 

OTHER SIDE ПР THE PLANET WHO ALSO PUBLISHED NIS 
UNREAL FICTION ON mE | TERNET. IT JREANT THA 
DESPITE ALL THAT. | TOO ЙТЫ GAINED [OY TRU 
ONLINE FOLLOWING. HOWEVER, THEY PROVED THEMSELVES 
A DIFFERENT WAY THAN | FOLLOWED. AND YET THEY WER 
BRAVE ENOUGH TO ACQUIRE THEIR AUTHORIAL AND UNIQU 
ELEMENTS AND ENRICH THE ENTIRE BOOK PRODUCTION. 
MOST OFTEN THEY CONNECTED OR WERE INSPIRED BY ПУ 
WORK THE INVISIBLE GUIDE. WHICH TOOK THEM TO My 
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HOMETOWN AND WHERE THE € OF THE BOOK IS THE 
WAY | CARRY OUT THE SP WT y sun b! THEY 
TOOK TUE FOR EXATOPLE THROUGH THEIR CI | e 
THEI OVER THE INTERNET THAT THEY COULD dare F 
THEY WANTED TO. TO AGREE APTER GONG THROUGH THE 
ORDEAL THEY GOT THEMSELVES INTO BY DECIDING TO 
WHAT THEY DECIDED TO DO - UNREAL FICTION. JUST MY 
OWN WAY. AND SO. IN THE SILENCE AND GLOO OF ORDINARY 
BOOKS. A GREAT WAVE OF OTHER AUTHORS OF SURREAL 
FICTION EMERGED ON THE INTERNET. THIS CREATED 
CONTENT THAT WAS MUTUALLY COMPRENENSIVE AND 
PRODUCTIVE. OVER TIDE. THIS IS HOW WE GANED 
COMPLETE CONTROL OVER THE CONTEMPORARY ARTWORKS 
SPREADING THROUGH CYBERSPACE PLATFORMS ша THE 
WORLD. ON THE OTHER HAND. IN THE COMCUNITIES уа 
FY ANCESTOR ODJDYNYK ALF WAS KNOWN, SO THER | 
LOOKED AT FROM THE PERSPECTIVES ПР SIGNIF በሸ? 
OLDER PEOPLE AS A RESPECTABLE YOUNG GENTLETOHN. BOTH 
ALF'S AND JOY BOOKS FUNETIONEO AS H COMMODITY MERE. 
ቋ FOR THE SØLE REASON THEIR PRICE ALSO ROSE. THERE 
ARE CERTAN PLACES, AN ICØGINARY REGION. WHERE 
SEETOINGLY WORTHLESS DR UNDERVALUED OBJECTS HAVE 
THEIR GOLDEN PLACE. በ SIDPLE SIGNATURE IS ENOUGH AND 
THE PRICE WILL INCREAS Е IT ONLY DEPENDS ON HOW TOUCH 
WEIGHT IS GIVEN TO ITS VALUE BY THE PERSON WHO 
f LES IT AS HIS PETE THE PATE OF THAT WORK IS 
NOW IN THE HANDS OF SOMEONE WHO CAN REBUKE не 
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PRACTICES ON IT. WHICH HE WOULD PROBABLY LIKE TO 00 
WITH ITS ris THE STICKER, AS WELL AS НЕ 
REPUTATION, IS ACQUIRED BY SUCH A DEPRAVED FAN BY 
CREATING VARIOUS VIDEOS OR PHOTOS, WHICH HE PUBLISHES 
TO THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY OF OTHER INTERNET FANS, 
WHICH HE CAN OFTEN UPGRADE TO THE STAGE WHERE THEY 
ARE NOT SATISFIED WITH A PHYSICAL PIECE OF THE 
AUTHOR'S mepi m v STILL AT LEAST THEY'LL TRY TO 
FEED THEIR DEEPEST DES "n ON THE ARTIST HIDSELF IF 
THEY GET THE CHANCE. | COUNTED ON THAT AS WELL. 
THANKS TO JOY TWISTED [OND AND LET [OYSELP BE 
SURROUNDED BY THE PROTECTION OF NELL. 


сіту 


A 


. GROUP OF TEENAGERS WAS WALKING THROUGH А MEADOW AT 
E EDGE OF THE FOREST TOWARDS A STEEP OVERLOOK OF THE 

ALLEY. THE FIVE STOPPED AT THE VERY EDGE OF THE 
СЕ, WHICH WAS COVERED WITH WARNING SIGNS AT INTERVALS OF 
TEN METERS. 


y 
-"Wow, ERIKA SAID IN ASTONISHMENT LOOKING AT THE SHAPES OF 
THE CITY IN THE DEPTHS OF THE VALLEY. 


-"THAT'S THE RAVAGED CITY!” RICK ANNOUNCED KNOWINGLY. 
-"THAT'S WHERE THE CLEANER BROKE, DIDN'T IT?" FREDDY ASKED. 
-"ҮЕАН, THAT'S EXACTLY IT," RICK CONFIRMED. 


-"CoME BACK, | WANT TO MAKE IT TO THE SPRING WELCOMING 
FESTIVITIES,” CHELSEA SAID ANXIOUSLY. 


-"DoN'T WORRY, WE'LL MAKE IT, I JUST WANT TO LOOK MORE," FREDDY 
SAYS AND TAKES A STEP FORWARD, CLOSER TO THE FADED VELLOW 
WARNING SIGNS. SHE MODESTLY CATCHES HERSELF AND TURNS BACK TO 
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THE GROUP. НЕ SPREADS HIS ARMS AND WALKS OVER TO А TERRIFIED 
ERICA. 


-"ARE YOU AFRAID THAT I WILL FALL, SEE?" 


Вотн RICK AND FREDDY LAUGHED OUT LOUD AT THAT BUT THE MOMENT 
THEY STOPPED LAUGHING THEY HEARD A BANG. THEY TURNED AROUND TO 
SEE WHAT HAD HAPPENED BEHIND THEM. 


ВОВ WAS LYING BELOW THE OVERHANG IN THE DIRT AND ROCK, IN А 
STEEP POSITION. 


IT WAS А MIRACLE THAT HE STOPPED SLIDING FURTHER AND FURTHER 
DOWN. THE MOTIONLESS BODY REMAINED THE FEW METERS BELOW THE 
OTHERS. 


” 
-"Fon 6005 SAKE! CHELSEA SCREAMED AND ERIKA STARTED 
SCREAMING IN TERROR. 


THE BOYS FREDDY AND RICK JUST STARED BLANKLY. 
” 
-“Вов! ВОВ! IS SOMETHING WRONG WITH VOU? RICK VELLED AT BOB. 


BOB WAS SILENT. CHELSEA ANSWERED INSTEAD. 


” 
-"WELL THAT'S НІМ! HE MUST BE BROKEN! 


-"НЕ`$ FINE!" FREDDY SPOKE UP. 
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-"HE HAS А LOT!" CHELSEA COUNTERED. ERIKA KNELT ON HER BACK AND 
BEGAN TO CRY. 


-"WE HAVE TO GO!" FREDDY ORDERED. 


-"THEN NOT THAT! WE HAVE TO GET HELP, RICK ORDERED THE 
SITUATION. HE PULLED OUT HIS CELL PHONE AND DIALED 911. НЕ was 
WAITING FOR THEM TO TAKE IT FROM HIM. MEANWHILE, CHELSEA WAS 
COMFORTING ERIKA AND FREDDY WAS EYEING BOB'S BODY. 


» 
-"HEv! VON MOVED, FRED POINTED OUT. RICK LEANED DOWN THE CLIFF 
IN DISBELIEF. 


"HELLO, EMERGENCY, CAN I HEAR YOU?" 


AND BEFORE RICK COULD ANSWER, A PIECE OF ROCK BROKE UNDER HIS 
FEET AND HE, LIKE BOB, FELL DOWN. THE MOBILE PHONE WAS BLOWN 
OUT OF HIS HAND BV THE VIOLENT ROTATION AND IT WAS LOST 
SOMEWHERE IN THE RUBBLE OF THE SLOPE, SURELY ALREADY DEPRIVED 
OF FUNCTIONALITY. 


FREDDY IMMEDIATELY TOOK A RESCUE JUMP AFTER HIM. 


CHELSEA MADE HER WAY DOWN THE STEEP SLOPE AFTER THE BOYS AT A 
SLOW PACE. SHE HEARD BOB'S FRIGHTENED VOICE. WITH NARROWED 
EYES, SHE WAS LOOKING FOR THE RIGHT PLACE TO STEP. BUT ERICA 
DIDN'T SUCCEED, BECAUSE SHE SLIPPED IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE FIRST 
STEP ON THE SLOPE. 
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SHE BEGAN TO ROLL, UNDERMINING CHELSEA WITH IT. SHE BEGAN TO 
ROTATE DOWNWARDS AND BUMPED HER DUSTY HEAD INTO FREDDY'S 
CALVES. THEY ALSO BROKE. 


TOGETHER THEY LANDED NEXT TO RICK AND ВОВ. EVERYONE MOANED IN 
PAIN. FORTUNATELY, IT WASN'T SUCH A SHARP DROP, SO BOB ALSO 
ENDED UP WITH ONLY A SLIGHT CONCUSSION. THE OTHERS HAD NOTHING 
MORE THAN A FEW BRUISES. CHELSEA WAS WHINING, HER KNEES AND 
ELBOWS WERE BADLY BRUISED. FREDDY HELPED HER UP. 


TOGETHER THEY ALL WENT INTO THE CITY. 


THEY PASSED THROUGH THE RIFTS, WHICH HAD A BAD REPUTATION IN THE 
AREA WHERE THE GROUP LIVED. THIRTY YEARS AGO, A CALAMITY 
OCCURRED HERE - A MALFUNCTION OF THE DRY CLEANER. THERE WAS A 
SMALL EXPLOSION BUT A LARGE CHEMICAL LEAK. 


THE CITY WAS LAID APART FROM THE INSIDE. LAID IN A HAZE OF 
POISONOUS FUMES AND SMOG SO THICK THAT SUNLIGHT COULD HARDLY 
FIND ITS WAY HERE. 


-"WHY DIDN'T WE TRY TO CLIMB BACK UP?" BOB ASKED. 


Ir IS NOT POSSIBLE. IT WAS VERY STEEP AND WE WOULD DEFINITELY 
CLIMB DOWN AGAIN AFTER THOSE SMALL STONES,” RICK EXPLAINED TO 
HIM. 


-"LOOK, THERE'S A HOUSE OVER THERE THAT LOOKS STILL INTACT,” ERIKA 
POINTED TOWARDS IT AND RAN OVER THERE. 
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” 
- “ERIKA WAIT! RICK CALLED AFTER HER AND HEADED IN THAT 
DIRECTION AS WELL. THE OTHERS FOLLOWED THEM. 


THE BUILDING LOOKED INTACT FROM THE OUTSIDE, BUT INSIDE THERE 
WERE CRUMBLING STAIRS AND CLUMPS OF DUST EVERYWHERE. ALL 
FURNITURE AND IN SHORT ANYTHING THAT USED TO BELONG TOOF THE 
HOUSE, THE FORMER OWNERS LEFT ІТ AS IT WAS. THEY DIDN'T HAVE THE 
SLIGHTEST CHANCE OR TIME TO TAKE ANYTHING MORE THAN ONE PIECE 
OF LUGGAGE WITH ONLY THE MOST STORABLE AND MOST IMPORTANT 
THINGS IN IT WHEN EVACUATING THE CITY. 


NOT EVEN A MOUSE WOULD SURVIVE HERE. 


ONLY NOW DID THEY REALIZE THAT CHELSEA WASN'T HERE WITH THEM. 


FREDDY CAME OUT OF THE BUILDING AND STARTED VELLING "CHELSEA! 


CHELSEA! å 


THE SILENCE AND THE ECHO OF HIS OWN VOICE TOLD HIM THAT CHELSEA 
PROBABLY WOULDN'T BE AROUND. 


HE GOT SCARED THAT IT MUST HAVE BEEN DISSOLVED BY THE CAUSTICS 
FROM THE CLEANER. TEARS WELLED UP IN HIS EVES. HE COVERED THEM 
WITH HIS HANDS TO START CRYING, BUT AT THAT MOMENT HE HEARD A 
CRASH AROUND THE CORNER OF THE HOUSE. 


” 
- CHELSEA!?” HE RAN THERE. 
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THERE WAS А BUNCH OF JUNK. PLASTICS, SHEETS, РІРЕ5, RUBBLE, 
GARBAGE. 


” 
- “CHELSEA?” FREDDY WHIMPERED. 


THE HEAP BEGAN TO KNOCK AND VIBRATE. HIS BREATH HITCHED. 


А PACK OF RATS RAN OUT OF THAT PILE OF TRASH. 


FREDDY SCREAMED IN TERROR. HE WAS STARTLED EVEN THOUGH THEY 
WERE JUST RATS. 


HE TURNED TO LEAVE AND AT THAT MOMENT RECEIVED A DIRECT HIT. 
CHELSEA. 


ÅLL BREATHLESS AND SCARED. 


” 
-"I SAW IT! SOMETHING THAT MOVES... IT'S BIG AND DIRTY!... 


” 
-"PEACE! РЕАСЕ! WHAT'S HAPPENING? CHELSEA... 


THE BLONDE HUGGED HIM WARMLY AND BEGAN TO CRY. 


-"FREDDY! CHELSEA! WHERE ARE YOU?" 
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THEY HEARD RICK'S VOICE. 


THEY BOTH RAN OUT FROM AROUND THE CORNER. 


- “HERE YOU ARE! WE HAVE TO MOVE ON. WE HAVE TO GET OUT OF 


RICK SOUNDED PRETTY SCARED, BUT HE KNEW. 


BOTH ERIKA AND BOB WALKED OUT OF THE BUILDING AND EVERYONE 
GATHERED AT THE CROSSROADS. 


-"Do YOU KNOW WHERE?" SHE ASKED CHELASE. 
-"THERE'S SOMETHING WATCHING US," BOB POINTED OUT. 


-"| CAN FEEL IT ON THE BACK OF MY HEAD," HE ADDED AND SCRATCHED 
THERE. 


-"І SAW ІТ!" CHELASEA SPOKE UP. 
-"PLEASE, YOU MUST HAVE BEEN DREAMING," SAID RICK. 


-"BOB, YOU HAVE A HEAD INJURY, YOU SHOULD BE MORE CALM,” ERIKA 
STROKED HIS HAIR. 


-"| KNOW WHERE," ANNOUNCED RICK. 
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-"] SAW THE CLEANER FROM AFAR. А RIVER FLOWS THROUGH IT, IT 
LEADS BACK TO OUR CITY," HE ADDED. 


-"LIKE THROUGH THE CHANNELS?" ERIKA WAS STARTLED. 


-"Гм NOT GOING," CHELSEA JOINED HER. 


” 
-"THERE IS NO OTHER WAY. I'LL GO FIRST, RICK SUGGESTED. 


-"AND ME LAST," JOINED FREDDY, 
BOB WAS IN THE MIDDLE AS THE YOUNGEST 


THEY SET OFF. EVEN FREDDY REALIZED AFTER А FEW MINUTES OF 
WALKING THAT THEY WERE NOT ALONE. HE KEPT LOOKING AROUND FOR 
REASONS TO BE PARANOID. CHELSEA WAS LOOKING AT BOB'S HEELS AND 
JUST FOCUSED ON THE ROAD. SHE DIDN'T WANT TO THINK ABOUT BAD 
THINGS. 


ERIKA WENT BEFORE BOB AND RICK BEFORE HER. HE WAS GUIDED BY HIS 
BIOLOGICAL COMPASS. 


-"Do YOU HEAR THAT?" 
CHELSEA ASKED, FLUSTERED. 


EVERYONE STOPPED AND LISTENED. THERE WAS THE RUSTLE, THE RUSTLE 
OF LEAVES AND THE WIND OF A LATE AUTUMN AFTERNOON. 
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-"І DON'T FEEL GOOD HERE АТ ALL," ERIKA SIGHED. 


-"DON'T WORRY, WE'LL BE THERE SOON." 


” 
-"Гм AFRAID. LOOK, IT LOOKS LIKE THAT MONSTER OVER THERE! 


BOB SHOUTED AND EVERYONE WAS AMAZED AT THE TOOTHY FACE MADE 
OF RUBBLE. 


-"THAT'S THE MONSTER!" 


CHELSEA SCREAMED AND THE FACE REALLY MOVED. HE OPENED HIS 
DROOPY LIDS AND BARED HIS VELLOW RUSTY TUBULAR TEETH. 


SHE BLUSHED. 


METALLIC CYMBAL SOUND. 


- “Run!” 


SOMEONE SHOUTED IN THE CHAOS, AND THE FIVE OF THEM RAN IN THE 
DIRECTION THEY WERE HEADED, AND THE MONSTER CHASED AFTER THEM 
WITH LANDSLIDES OF CEMENT AND CONCRETE. 


THE RUMBLE SPREAD BEHIND THE FIVE TEENAGERS. 


ERIKA RAN LAST. THE MONSTER LEAPT AHEAD OF HER, SLURPING CEMENT 
AND GRAVEL AT HER FROM ITS TUBULAR MAW. 
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THE FIVE TEETH FROM THE PIPES CAST REFLECTIONS OF COPPER AND 
STEEL AROUND THEM, A TERRIFVING AURA. 


-"LEAVE HER!" 
-"НЕУ!" 
THE OTHERS SHOUTED АТ THE MONSTER FROM THE TORN PANELS. 


FREDDY HIT THEM WITH А PIECE OF STONE, WHICH HE KICKED WITH А 
DUSTY SNEAKER. 


THE MONSTER TURNED AROUND AND SCREAMED AT THE OTHERS WITH А 
TERRIFIED EXPRESSION. 


THAT'S WHEN ERIKA GOT OUT FROM BEHIND THE MONSTER AND AROUND 
IT, SWITCHED TO RUNNING IN THREE STEPS AND RAN AWAY TO WHERE 
THE RUINS OF THE CITY LED HER. THE OTHERS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWED 
HER, LEAVING THE MONSTER BEHIND. BUT EVEN SHE WAS NOT EASILY 
DISCOURAGED AND PURSUED THEM AT ALL COSTS. 


-"Do vOU SEE THE TOWER?" 
-"ҮЕАН!" 


="T'LL MEET YOU THERE!" 


-"Warr? WHAT DO YOU WANT TO DO?" 
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FREDDY ТООК ANOTHER ROCK AND THREW ІТ АТ THE MONSTER FROM А 
SPIN. HE HIT HER RIGHT IN THE HEAD. 


” 
- “HEY HERE! COME GET ME! 


THE MONSTER TURNED BEHIND FREDDY WHERE FREDDY'S RED JACKET 
WAS FLUTTERING. THAT 15. UNTIL SHE DISAPPEARED INTO THE GAP ІМ 
THE WALL. THE MONSTER IMMEDIATELY RECOGNIZED THAT ІТ COULD NOT 
CLIMB THROUGH THE CREVICE ON ITS OWN, SO IT SLAMMED INTO THE 
WALL OF THE BUILDING. 


Bur FREDDY'S PLAN WORKED. WHILE THE CONCRETE AND GARBAGE 
MONSTER WAS THINKING THROUGH HIS CEMENT BRAIN ON HOW TO GET 
HIM, THE REST OF THE PARTY HAD GAINED ENOUGH TIME TO APPROACH 
THAT TOWER. 


CHELSEA WAS CONFUSED BY WHAT JUST HAPPENED. 


-u DID FREDDY DO THAT?!” 


SHE ASKED WITH TEARS IN HER EYES.-"TO BUY US TIME. BOB CAN'T RUN 
THAT FAST," ERIKA EXPLAINED. 


-"I'M MORE INTERESTED IN WHAT THIS CREATURE IS," ASKED RICK. 
[11 ” 
- Mutant! 


BOB CALLED, AND NOT JUST ONCE, BUT SEVERAL TIMES IN A ROW. 
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-"YOU MUST HAVE REALLY INJURED YOUR BRAIN WHEN YOU FELL OR 
FROM THE POISONOUS FUMES AROUND," COMMENTED ERIKA. 


THEY NOTICED MOVEMENT. EVERYONE CRANED THEIR NECKS IN THAT 
DIRECTION. FREDDY'S RED JACKET FLUTTERED AROUND HIM LIKE А 
BUTTERFLY'S WINGS AS HE RAN. 


BUT CHELSEA AND THE OTHERS RESTED. 


UNFORTUNATELY, NOT FOR LONG, BECAUSE THE ABOMINATION SWARMED 
BEHIND FREDDY FROM BEHIND THE MOUNTAIN OF RUBBLE. 


="Run! Run!” 


FREDDY CALLED. 


SO THE FOUR OF THEM STARTED RUNNING TO THE HALF-RUINED TOWER 
BLOCK. 


FREDDY RAN RIGHT BEHIND THEM AND THE MONSTER А FEW METERS 
BEHIND НІМ RAMMED HIS CONCRETE BUCKLE INTO THE ENTRANCE OF THE 
BUILDING. 


CONCRETE ON CONCRETE STIRRED UP DUST AND SO А CLOUD OF DUST 
SWIRLED AROUND THE TEENAGERS. EVERYONE COUGHED. 


FORTUNATELY, THEY WERE ALL FAR ENOUGH AWAY FROM THE CEMENT 
AND LIME RIGHT-HANDER. 


AFTER А WHILE SHE STOPPED ENJOYING IT AND PULLED OUT THE CLAW. 
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SO SHE STARTED LOOKING FOR ANOTHER WAY INSIDE. Bv THE ТОР. 


SHE CLIMBED HIGHER AND HIGHER OVER THE CRACKED MASTS OF THE 
TOWER TO FIND THE RIGHT SIZE HOLE TO FIT INTO. 


SHE FOUND IT, BUT IT WAS A LITTLE TIGHT. SHE STRETCHED IT UNTIL THE 
WHOLE PIECE OF THE TOWER BROKE OFF WITH HER AND SHE WAS 
SPRAWLED ON THE GROUND. 


CHUNKS OF CONCRETE, PLASTER AND WHATEVER ELSE WAS STICKING OUT 
OF IT. HORRIBLE TO LOOK AT. METAL TWISTED BARS AND RODS. 


THE FIVE RAN OUT OF HIDING AND EXAMINED THE PILE OF RUBBLE AND 
IRON. 


-"WHAT HAPPENED?" BOB ASKED. 


="IT FELL FROM OVER THERE," RICK POINTED TO THE DEMOLISHED PART 
OF THE TOWER. 


="DID IT COLLAPSE WITH IT?" CHELSEA ASKED IN DISBELIEF. 


BUT THE CREATURE BEGAN TO MOVE AND FORM FROM ALL THOSE BROKEN 
PIECES OF PANELS INTO EVEN LARGER DIMENSIONS. 


FREDDY IMMEDIATELY GRABBED ONE ОҒ THE LARGER PIECES OF 
CONCRETE, CLIMBED ON TOP OF THE CREATURE'S RUBBLE AND SLAMMED 
IT WITH ALL HIS MIGHT ROUGHLY WHERE HE GUESSED THE MONSTER'S 
HEAD WAS. 
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THE CONCRETE CRUMBLED AND BROKE AGAINST MORE СЕМЕМТ- 
LIMESTONE PIECES OF THE CREATURE AND IT LAY MOTIONLESS. 


” 
“ዐዘ му GOD FREDDY! YOU KILLED IT! 


CHELSEA CALLED. 
FREDDY FELT LIKE A GOD AT THAT MOMENT. 


RICK, BOB, AND ERIKA EXAMINED THE CREATURE CLOSELY. NOTHING IN 
THE WAY OF AN ORGANIC SYSTEM. IT LIVED PURELY ON THE ENERGY 
GENERATED DOWN HERE IN THE RUINS OF THE CITY. FROM ALL THE TOXIC 
SMOG AND FUMES THAT EAT AWAY AT THE TISSUE. AFTER A LONG 
ACCUMULATION OF FUMES, HOWEVER, ANYTHING CAN HAPPEN THAT NO 
ONE NEEDS TO EXPECT. 


АТ LEAST THAT'S HOW RICK SAW IT. 


BUT WHAT NEITHER HE NOR ANY OF THE PARTY HAD ANTICIPATED WAS 
THAT AFTER THEY REACHED THE LARGE SEWER AND WALKED ALONG IT 
BACK TO THEIR CITY, THE SMALL PIECES OF CONCRETE THAT FREDDY 
SMASHED AGAINST THE HEAD OF THE BETONAUT, AS BOB CALLED HIM, 
BEGAN TO SLOWLY TO CRUSH TOGETHER AND OTHER LARGER PARTS AND 
WITH THE PIPES AND OTHER PARTS OF THE RUBBLE THAT THEV LEFT 
AROUND. 


THAT LUMP OF ALL THE FILTH WRAPPED ITSELF INTO А GOLEM FORM 
UNTIL THE END OF TIME. IT'S STILL THERE AND SLOWLY GETTING BIGGER. 
HE LIVES THERE IN THE SECLUSION OF THE WORLD, WAITING FOR HIS 
CHANCE TO CLIMB OUT OF THAT PILE OF RUBBLE AGAIN. 
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CUSTYN SAT IN ñ CONFERENCE CHIIR AND 
OUT OF THE HALF-OPEN WINDOW ОҒ 
BLOCK OF FLATS. HE WATCHED THE ROOF 
| BLOCK ОҒ FLATS OPPOSITE. A MAN WIS 
STANDING ON TOP OF IT, WAVING HIS HANDS AND 
CHANTING INCANTATIONS. AT LEAST THAT'S WHAT IT 
SOUNDED LIKE. IT WAS INAUDIBLE IN Ш THE 
HOWLING WIND AND THE GURGLING OF THE INFECTED 
THAT ECHOED THROUGH THE HOUSING ESTATE EVERY 
NOW AND THEN. 
"GAZES!" CAME A FEMALE VOICE FROM INSIDE THE 
APARTMENT. IT BELONGED TO MICHAEL SUCH A 
PRETTY BLONDE WITH CURLY HAIR. 
SO AUGUSTYN GOT UP AND WENT AFTER HER. HE 
WALKED PAST THE EMPTY LARGE BED INTO THE HALL 
AND THEN INTO THE LIVING ROOM WHERE ANOTHER 
PERSON WAS LYING ON THE COUCH. MICHAELA WAS 
SITTING NEXT ТО HER. 
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“HE'S BEEN SLEEPING FOR TWO HOURS! 

- KNOW. I WOKE YOU UP! 

"AND BEFORE THAT I YOU" SHE SMILED AT HIM 

“WHERE ARE YOU GOING?" GAZ ASKED WITH Å FROWN. 

“NOWHERE.” MICHAEL! LAUGHED AND GOT TO HER FEET 

50 THAT HER SKIRT WAS STICKING OUT OF GAZ'S FACE. 

SHE JUST STOOD THERE SMILING STUPIDLY 

HE KNEW SHE WIS FLIRTING WITH HIM IT ALREADY 

STARTED A FEW DAYS AGO, MAYBE WEEKS. 

IT WIS HARD TO STAY FOCUSED WHEN YOUR DALY 

DUTY WAS TO SLEEP AT LEAST EIGHT HOURS 

IT HAD TO BE 

EVERYTHING HAS CHANGED. 

WHEN ONE DIDN'T SLEEP. EVERYONE STARTED 

DIGGING. IF ONLY THAT. JAN THE ONE WHO WAS 

SLEEPING NOW, CALLED IT WORMS IN THE BRAIN 

LET EVERYONE IMAGINE WHIT THEY WANT UNDER IT. 

AUGUSTIN DIDN'T QUITE BELIEVE НМ BUT WHIT 

COULD BE DONE 

IN SHORT. SOMETHING CHANGED SOME TIME AGO. 

FROM DAY ТО NIGHT. FROM HOUR ТО HOUR. MINUTE 

BY MINUTE. FROM SECOND TO SECOND. 

I DONT KNOW HOW. BUT IT 15 

I'VE ALWAYS WONDERED WHIT I WOULD РО IF THE 

APOCALYPSE HAPPENED. I WATCHED SERIES AND 

MOVIES, READ BOOKS: BUT NONE OF THAT PREPARES 
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YOU AND BELIEVE МЕ FOR WORMS IN THE BRAN. 
WHEN JAN EXPLAINED IT TO ME I ROLLED MY EYES 
AT HIM AND GRABBED MY HEAD, ONLY BECAUSE IT 
HURT LIKE HELL 
ARE WE GOING TO HAVE ያ BABY?" 
SHE SNAPPED HIM OUT OF MICHAEL'S THOUGHTS. 
"DAMN WOMAN" GROWLED AUGUSTYN AND LEFT РОК 
THE KITCHEN. HE OPENED A CAN OF SARDINES AND 
SLOWLY ATE THEM ONE BY ONE WITH ያ FORK 
BUT MICHEL JUMPED TO HIM AGAIN. HER BLACK 
SKIRT KEPT BILLOWING AS SHE PRANCED SEDUCTIVELY. 
BUT SHE MUST HAVE ያ WORM-INFESTED BRAIN. 
AUGUSTYN SHOOK HIS HEAD AT HER AND PEELED 
ANOTHER SARDINE. 
NOTEBOOK! WHAT DO YOU Shy?" 
GAZ DIDNT ANSWER, JUST THREW THE EMPTY CAN 
AWAY AND WALKED BACK INTO THE ROOM. MICHRELE 
CLOSED THE DOOR RIGHT IN FRONT OF HIS FACE AND 
LOCKED IT BEHIND HIM. 
"AUGUSTINE!" 
SHE STARTED SCREAMING AND SMASHING THE DOOR 
HANDLE. 
7 TOLD YOU NOT TO CALL ME THAT! AND STOP 
FUCKING THAT DOOR’ 
“IM GOING TO SEE JAN AND YOU SHIT GET READY РОК 
THE FACT THAT I'M GOING TO HAVE A BABY!" 
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SHE LEFT MICHAEL THE DOOR AND WENT INTO THE 

LIVING ROOM. 

GAZ ROLLED HIS EYES. 

THAT COW MUST HAVE GONE COMPLETELY CRAZY, BUT 

THAT'S PROBABLY ALL OF US TODAY. 

HE SAT DOWN IN THAT CHAIR AGAIN AND PUT HIS 

FEET ON THE HEATER UNDER THE HALF-OPEN 

WINDOW. HE LISTENED AGAIN TO THE UNINTELLIGIBLE 

CHATTER ON THE ROOF OF THE OPPOSITE BLOCK OF 

FLATS AND THE SPUTTERING AND COUGHING CARRIED 

BY THE WIND. 

Oe те 

EATEN. 

GAZ THOUGHT ABOUT MICHAELA. 

GOD, THAT COW IS IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 

APOCALYPSE AND SHE DECIDED TO HAVE A BABY. AND 

JUST WITH НМ 

NO. IT MUST BE THE WORMS. THEY MUST HAVE EATEN 

HER FRONTAL LOBE OR SOMETHING. 

GAZ WENT EVEN DEEPER. 

НЕ IS ያ DARK HAIRED THIN BOY WITH DARK EYES, НЕ 

WAS LOOKING AT HIMSELF IN THE MIRROR PLACED ON 

THE CUPBOARD IN FRONT OF НМ SHE IS BLONDE 

WITH BLUE EYES AND A BEAUTIFUL FIGURE LIKE A 

MODEL BUT THE MOST IMPORTANT THING WAS THAT 

HE 15 GENETICALLY MORE DOMINANT. THEIR CHILD 
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WOULD NOT HAVE HER BEAUTIFUL EYES AND 
PROBABLY NOT EVEN HER HIIR GAZ WAS 78; SURE OF 
fT. 
НЕ BELONGED TO THE TWO-THIRDS OF HUMANITY 
THAT HAD DARK HAIR AND WERE STILL ALIVE. HUMANITY 
WAS DEFINITELY NOT GENETICALLY PREPARED FOR 
SUCH 4 BLOW FROM GOD. IF, THEN IT WAS THE 
INTENTION OF GOD AND NOT OF THE DEVIL HIMSELF. 
HE DIDN'T EVEN THINK ABOUT SEX LET ALONE 
HAVING A BABY. Ди THE GAS AND BABY LITTER? 
WHERE SHOULD HE TAKE IT NOW THAT THE MALLS 
AROUND ARE EMPTY. 
WHAT WOULD THAT CHILD LIVE ON IN THIS WORLD? 
AFTER ALL IT WOULD PROBABLY DIE IN THE FIRST 
YEAR OR IT WOULD BE BORN WITH A WORM- 
INFESTED BRAIN. 
WHAT IF HE WAS BORN IMMUNE? 
GAZ JUMPED OUT OF HIS CHAIR. 
HE HAS TO DO SOMETHING AND NOT FALL INTO EITHER 
DEPRESION OR THE UBIQUITOUS INSANITY. 
HE NOTICED THE LIBRARY THAT JAN HAD. 
HE HADN'T READ IN YEARS. HE TOOK ONE BOOK THE 
ONE THAT ОМ HAD LAST IN HIS HAND. HE OPENED IT 
AND LOOKED AT IT. LEAF AFTER LEAF AND PAGE AFTER 
PAGE.SULFUR SYMBOLS AND INFERNAL SCRIPT. 
SOMETIMES LATIN. HE TURNED IT OVER TO LOOK AT 
34 


THE TITLE PAGE - PHOBIA AUTHOR SIGNED DOMYNICK 
DRAKOBIJEC AUGUSTYN CASHPAR. 

HOLD IT FOR ME. HOW CAN SOMEONE SIGN UNDER 
THIS AND WHAT'S MORE, HIS NAMESAKE. 

HOWEVER, HIS WILL WAS WEAKER THAN THE POWER 
OF THESE SCRIPTS. HE FOUND SOMETHING IN THEM 
THAT MADE THE BRAINWORMS STOP CRAWLING 
THROUGH HIS SKULL 

TOWARDS THE END OF THE BOOK HE FOUND WHAT 
JAN HAD BEEN TALKING ABOUT ALL ALONG. 


BRAIN WORM LATIN VERMES CEREBRUM. THE ORIGIN 15 
UNKNOWN. THE FIRST MENTIONS DATE BACK TO THE 
INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION, WHEN DEAD VICTIMS WERE 
FOUND WITH A HOLE EATEN AWAY IN THE AKER OF 
THE TEMPLE, WHERE THE SKULL BONE IS WEAK OR 
AROUND THE EAR. MEDICINE AT THE TIME DID NOT 
HAVE THE TECHNOLOGY TO DEAL WITH THIS STRANGE 
PHENOMENON, 50 THEY OFTEN JUST DESCRIBED THE 
BODIES IN UNUSUAL RECORDS. IT WASN'T UNTIL THE 
SECOND WORLD WAR THAT A CERTAIN PR HER 
WILHELM FROM STUTTGART NOTICED SOMETHING 
STRANGE ABOUT HIS PATIENTS. THE MOMENT HE 
NOTICED THAT THE PATIENT WAS DEAD, HE ALSO 
REGISTERED THAT THERE WAS A TRAIL OF BLOOD 
COMING FROM HIS EAR. HE FOLLOWED HER UNTIL НЕ 
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FOUND Л SMALL DARK RED WORM FLAPPING ITS LEGS 
AND SNAPPING ITS FANGS. 
HE TOOK IT WITH TWEEZERS AND PUT IT IN THE 
INSTRUMENTS FOR OBSERVATION. THE INSTRUMENTS 
DETECTED ABNORMAL RESULTS. SOMETHING DR. HER 
WILHELM HADN'T ANTICIPATED. THE TAXON OF THIS 
WORM DID NOT MATCH ANY PREVIOUSLY DISCOVERED. 
50 THE DOCTOR THREW THE WORM INTO Л GLAS OF 
CHLOROFORM AND THEN PLANTED THE WORM IN A 
GLAD CONTAINER AS AN EXCEPTIONAL SPECIMEN. 
HE ALSO EXAMINED THE MAN. HE FIRST CUT OPEN HIS 
EAR TO MAKE SURE IT WAS REALLY BITTEN. HE THEN 
WENT UNDER THE SKIN AND SKULL 
INDEED, THE BRAIN OF THIS DEAD MAN WAS CRAWLED 
WITH THE LABYRINTH OF PATHS OF THE WORM. HIS 
END BRAIN DIDN'T DO MUCH. BUT THE INSIDE - THE 
MIDBRAIN AND CEREBELLUM, NOTHING WAS LEFT OF 
THEM. 
HOW THE WORM COULD GET THERE WAS ABSOLUTELY 
UNCLEAR TO HIM. HE WENT THROUGH THE DEAD MAN'S 
FILE MORE THOROUGHLY. AVERAGE HEIGHT, WEIGHT 
ТОО. AGE AROUND 0 PURE ARYAN. 
HE WORKED IN A TANK FACTORY. HE WIS BEING 
TREATED FOR EXCRUCIATING HEADACHES. WHICH НЕ 
THOUGHT WERE CAUSED BY THE NOISE IN THE 
FACTORIES. 
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DR. WILHELM DIDN'T LOOK FURTHER INTO IT. ALTHOUGH 
HE FOUND IT MORE THAN INTERESTING, HE HAD A LOT 
OF WORK TO DO. TOWARDS THE END OF THE WAR 
BEFORE HE HAD ТО RETREAT TO BERLIN. HE HANDED 
OVER THESE FILES, AS WELL AS ALL OTHERS, INCLUDING 
THE BONDS AND HIS DIARIES, TO HIS WIFE. TOGETHER 
WITH THE CHILDREN. НЕ HAD THEM TAKEN 1057 
THE BORDER ТО FLY AWAY BEFORE THE EXPECTED 
FALL OF THE THIKD REICH: 


OVER TIME, THESE WRITINGS GOT INTO THE HANDS OF 
MORE AND MORE PEOPLE WHO EITHER LEFT THEM 
ALONE OR SENT THEM ON. UNFORTUNATELY, THERE 
WAS NO TRACE OF THE WORM, 50 THE ONLY THING 
THAT COULD BE RELIED ON WERE PERHAPS THE 
INVENTIONS OF SOME ECCENTRIC. 
BUT JAN ALSO HAD HIS OWN TAKE ON THIS TOPIC. 
VARIOUS DATES AND SPECULATIONS WERE DESCRIBED 
AROUND THE PAGE. 
"НЕ THINKS IT'S BECAUSE OF THE ECOLOGICAL CRISIS?" 
GAZ FINALLY SPOKE, AT LEAST FOR HIMSELF. IN A 
SECOND, HE UNLOCKED THE DOOR WITH THE KEY AND 
JUMPED INTO THE LIVING ROOM. 
-LOOK TO WAKE HIM UP!" HE SCRAMBLED ACROS THE 
COUCH TO THE LYING JAN AND THE FRIGHTENED 
MICHAELA. BUT SHE STARTED TO FROWN AND STOMP. 
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“NO! LET HIM SLEEP! HELL TELL YOU WHEN HE'S 
AWAKE? 
-"BUT ILL SLEEP!" 
AUGUSTYN WAS FURIOUS. 
BUT MICHAELA USED HER TACTICS AND JUMPED ON 
HIM LIKE A PUMA. 
SHE STARTED ТО KIS AND КЇЎ HIM UNTIL GAZ HAD ТО 
PUSH HER AWAY. 
-"YOU MUST HAVE REALLY LOST YOUR MIND. WOMAN!" 
HE WAS TALKING. 
HE TURNED AND HEADED BACK TO THE KITCHEN 
WHERE НЕ TOOK A FEW CANS AND JUST RIN AWAY 
FROM MICHAELA INTO THE ROOM. HE LOCKED IT 
BEHIND HIM AGAIN. 
-"YOU HAVE NOWHERE ТО RUN FROM ME ANYWAY, 50 
STOP!" 
"LEAVE ME ALONE! I HAVE TO СЕТ READY FOR BED" HE 
ANSWERED THROUGH THE GLAS DOOR. -FOOP! FOR 
NOW. YOU HAVE TIME TO CHOOSE WHAT NAME YOU 
WOULD LIKE FOR OUR CHILD" MICHAELA CALMED HER 
эү AND WENT TO LOOK AFTER THE SLEEPING JAN 
AGAIN. 
GAZ FOUND A PLACE IN THE OFFICE CHAIR AGAIN. HE 
OPENED THE BOOK WHERE HE LEFT OFF. 
HE LOOKED AT HIS WATCH AGAIN TO SEE HOW MUCH 
TIME HE HAD. 
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LES THAN FOUR HOURS. 

EVERY NOW AND AGAIN HE LISTENED TO THE 
MYSTERIOUS MUTTERINGS OF THE WIZARD ON THE 
OPPOSITE SIDE OF THE VEW FROM THE WINDOW. HE 
WAS STILL STANDING ON THE ROOF, WHICH WAS ONLY 
ONE FLOOR HIGHER THAN THE FLOOR OF JAN'S 
APARTMENT. THAT WAS ON THE ELEVENTH FLOOR. HE 
HAD THE APARTMENT FROM HIS GRANDFATHER. 

THE WIND REPEATED FOR THE HUNDREDTH TIME 
THE COUGHING AND SPLUTTERING OF THE SICK 
OUTSIDE, EITHER IN THE APARTMENTS OR FROM THE 
OPEN WINDOWS OR ON THE BALCONIES. THERE WAS 
NO LIVING PERSON ON THE STREET FOR DAYS. 

HE STARTED IN THE NOTES OF THE AUTHOR OF THE 
BOOK. 

I BELIEVE THAT BRAINWORMS BELONG TO AN 
ORGANISM OF COSMIC SUPERINTELLIVENCE. THEY COME 
TO EARTH ALONG WITH SPACE FALLOUT. IF THERE 15 A 
BREACH OF THE PROTECTIVE LAYER AROUND THE 
EARTH PROBABLY DUE TO THE ECOLOGICAL CRISIS 
GREENHOUSE GASES AND OTHER NATURE-DAMAGING 
PARTICLES ESCAPING FROM ALL SORTS OF CREATIONS 
OF HUMAN SELF-DESTRUCTIVE CIVILIZATION. 


THIS MADE SENSE TO GAZ THAT'S WHY IT'S NOT 50 
COLD OUTSIDE AND HE DOESN'T HAVE TO CLOSE THE 
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WINDOW. THE HEATING DOESN'T WORK ANYWAY. 50 
HE CONTINUED TO SIT HERE IN ONLY A SWEATSHIRT, 
DESPITE THE FACT THAT IT WAS THE END OF 
NOVEMBER. THE SUN WASNT SHINING, BUT GLOBAL 
WARMING HAD TAKEN ITS TOLL 

HE COMINUED:WITH THE DISRUPTION OF THE 
PROTECTIVE LAVER THERE WILL BE BREAKTHROUGH 
IMPACTS NOT ONLY OF SOLAK RADIATION, BUT ALSO OF 
SPACE FALLOUT, WITH WHICH BRAINWOKMS ALSO 
COME. NO CIVILIZATION IS READY FOR THIS. IF THIS 
HAPPENS, | WILL PRAY AND VERY LOUDLY TO THE 
UNIVERSE AND THE ANCIENT GODS. I WILL BEG THEIR 
FORGIVENES AND PLEAD TO SAVE PLANET EARTH. ILL 
KEEP MY FINGERS CROSED FOR SCIENTISTS TRYING TO 
FIGURE OUT HOW TO STOP THESE PARASITES, EVEN 
THOUGH ГМЕ ALWAYS BEEN COMPLETELY SKEPTICAL OF 
SCIENCE. 

IF ГМ LUCKY, ILL TRY TO INVOKE A MAGICAL PARALLEL 
PROTECTION LAYER. I'M READY NOW... 


GAZ QUICKLY FLIPPED THROUGH THE BOOK UNTIL НЕ 
FOUND THE YEAR OF THE SUE. 02 

HE KNEW ABOUT IT TEN YEARS IN ADVANCE AND STILL 
DID NOT PREVENT ANYTHING. HE LOOKED AT THE 
PHOTO OF THE AUTHOR OF THE BOOK WITH DISTASTE. 
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НЕ GOT UP AND UNLOCKED THE DOOR AND WALKED 
INTO THE HALL MICHAELA WAS ALREADY LOOKING AT 
HIM AGAIN. READY ТО GIVE HIM A BABY. IT SEEMED ТО 
AUGUSTYN THAT EVERY TIME HE OPENED THE DOOR 
MICHAELA SEEMED MORE AND MORE INSANE. MORE 
AND MORE BRAINLES. 

HE QUICKLY TOOK WHAT HE CAME FOR - THE 
BINOCULARS AND CRAWLED BACK INTO THE ROOM. HE 
PUT IT OVER HIS EYES AND WATCHED THE MAGICIAN 
ON THE ROOF OF THE BUILDING OPPOSITE. 

HE MOVED BOTH INDEX FINGERS TO AND FRO ON ALL 
SIDES OF THE WHEEL TO FOCUS ON HIS FACE. HIS 
FEARS CAME TRUE. 

INDEED, DOMYNICK DRAKOBIJEC AUGUSTYN CASHPAR 
HIMSELF WAS STANDING THERE, AND IN ያ BLACK GREAT 
ROBE, id INVOKED FOREIGN LANGUAGE FORMULAS TO 
HEAVEN. 

GAZ LOOKED IN DISBELIEF BETWEEN THE PHOTO OF 
THE AUTHOR ON THE BOOK AND THE VEW OF THE 
BINOCULARS. 

IT REALLY WAS HIM. OLD CRANKY OLD MAN. HE LOOKED 
EVEN WORSE THAN IN THAT PHOTO. 

BUT THE SORCERER'S GAZE SUDDENLY FOUND ITS 
TARGET AND STARED DIRECTLY AND CRUELLY INTO 
GAZE'S BINOCULARS. 
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HE STOPPED SUMMONING. A SILENCE THAT SCARED 

GAZ MORE THAN THE SIGHT OF THE FOOL 

HE HAD TO GO GET A DRINK INDEED, THIS WAS ТОО 

MUCH FOR HIM. 

HE CAME ТО OPEN THE DOOR AND TOOK IT STRAIGHT 

TO THE KITCHEN. AVOIDING MICHAELAS GAZE AS BEST 

AS POSIBLE. 

IN THE KITCHEN, HE POURED HIMSELF OUT OF A LITER 

CONTAINER THAT WAS USED TO DECONTAMINATE WATER 

FROM PIPES BY HEATING IT. 

HE DRANK DOWN THE GLAS IN GULPS. 

"DO YOU ALREADY KNOW THE NAME FOR OUR CHILD?" 

SHE ASKED BEHIND MICHAEL'S BACK -'FUCK YOU 

CRAZY." 

GAZ LOST HIS VOICE. HIS HEAD REELED AND HE FELL ТО 

ALL FOURS. 

- "RUGUSTYNKA YOU MY FUTURE FATHER,” MICHAELA 

WHISPERED INTO HIS EAR. 

SHE TURNED HIM ONTO HIS BACK AND UNDID HIS BELT. 

GAZ WAS PARALYZED, UNABLE TO MOVE. HE COULD 

ONLY WATCH AS MICHAELA PLAYED WITH HIS SKIN AND 

THEN SAT ON TOP OF HIM. 

SHE GALLOPS ON HIM AND ТО HIM НЕК FACE CHANGES 

INTO SOMEONE ELSE'S. IN SOMEONE HE ONCE KNEW 

WELL ቋ ያ WOMAN OR ያ GIRL AND THE MOMENT HE 

RECOGNIZED HER THE FACE НЕР BOUGHT FLOWERS 
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FOR EVERY DAY FOR YEARS, BEFORE THE WORMS ATE 
HER BRAIN. CLIMAXED. MICHAELA GOT OFF IT AND 
THEN ADJUSTED HER SKIRT. 
HE HEARD HISING NOISES SIMILAR TO THE ONES НЕ 
HEARD FROM THE WINDOW UNTIL THE WIZARD 
STOPPED THEM. 
IN HIS BLURRY VISION. HE SAW ANOTHER FIGURE 
ENTERING THE KITCHEN - JAN. 
AUGUSTYN VON DRACEK'S EYES CLOSED AND HE FELL 
INTO A DEEP AND UNDISTURBED SLEEP. HE DREAMED 
OF HIMSELF, HE WAS JUST IN ANOTHER TIME AND 
PLACE, HIS FEATURES WERE VERY SIMILAR TO THOSE IN 
REAL LIFE. HE HAD BEEN DECLARED А SAINT THEN AND 
NOW HE WOKE UP WITH A REVOLUTIONARY IDER FOR 
HIMSELF. BODY SHELLS PAS AWAY, BUT THE SOUL IS 
ETERNAL AND CONTINUES TO LEARN. WITH EACH OF ITS 
LIVES. THEN HE WOKE UP. FINALLY HE WAS NO LONGER 
PARALYZED, SHE MUST HAVE ADDED SOME SLEEPING 
PILL TO THE WATER BEFORE. IN THAT STRANGE POST 
DAZED STATE HE LOOKED INTO THE LIVING ROOM 
WHERE USUALLY ONE OF THEM WAS SLEEPING AND OF 
COURSE THEY WERE. JAN SLEPT ON THE CARPET, THE 
COUCH REMAINED EMPTY. WHY 15 HE SLEEPING HERE 
LIKE THIS? HE MUST HAVE ALSO DRUNK FROM THE 
KETTLE. HE TURNED BACK TO THE INTERIOR OF THE 
KITCHEN AND PICKED UP THE KETTLE. IT WAS NOT 
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EASY TO TELL ONLY A LITTLE UNDISOLVED POWDER 
REMAINED "T THE BOTTOM WHICH SHE HAD 
OBVIOUSLY CRUSHED IN ያ MORTAR. HE MOVED DEFTLY 
INTO THE BEDROOM. THERE SHE REALLY WAS, LYING ON 
MICHAELA'S BED, ALL WHITE, LIKE THE WALL ABOVE HER 
HERD. THE BOOMING VOICE OF THE SOOTHSAYER CAME 
FROM OUTSIDE AGAIN. SHE LOOKED REALLY 
POSTHUMOUS, HE HAD TO TOUCH HER ТО MAKE SURE 
SHE WAS... DEAD. SHE OVERDOSED. THAT MORNING 
THERE WAS Л PERL OF THUNDER OUTSIDE THE 
HEAVENS, AND AUGUSTINE LOOKED OUT OF THE 
WINDOW AGAIN. HE WAS LUCKY AND AT THE SAME 
TIME UNLUCKY THAT HE SAW WHAT HE SAW, BECAUSE 
USUALLY LIGHTNING 15 SEEN FIRST AND THEN 
THUNDER, ONLY THIS TIME THERE WAS THUNDER 
FIRST AND THEN LIGHTNING RUSHED OUT OF THE 
TORN SKY DIRECTLY AT THE PERSON ON THE ROOF 
OF THE OPPOSITE BLOCK OF FLATS. A BUZZING SOUND 
RIPPED THROUGH THE DRY ETHER AND THE MAGICIAN 
FELL SUDDENLY EVERYONE AROUND GAZA WAS DEAD. 
THEY SIMPLY LEFT BEHIND THEIR PHYSICAL 
CONTAINERS AND THEIR SOULS MOVED INTO THE 
ASTRAL REALM FOR ያ WHILE. ያ GIANT DROP OF WATER 
SUDDENLY HIT THE WINDOWSILL AND A BURST OF 
CLOUDS FOLLOWED. 
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WAS EARLY MORNING ON THE EASTER 
IDAYS WHEN А PERSON CLIMBED OUT OF 
E BUSHES UNDER А BLACK SAIL. TALL 
IN, BUT CARELESSLY RED, STOOPED AND 
CROOKED. THE BONY BODY LOOKED WITH ULTERIOR 
MOTIVES AT THE LARGE FAMILY HOUSE, FULLY 
EQUIPPED. IT WAS ALREADY CLEAR FROM А 
DISTANCE THAT IT WAS FULL OF CHILDREN AND 
THERE WERE ALSO PETS IN ІТ. THE CHILDREN IN 
THE HOUSE WERE MEAN AND NAUGHTY. BY THEIR 
BEHAVIOR THEY HAVE SINNED AGAINST THEIR 
PARENTS AND THE WHOLE WORLD. ÅS IT IS SAID 
ABOUT CHILDREN, THEY CAN ALSO PERCEIVE OTHER 
DIMENSIONS, SO IT WAS NOT SURPRISING THAT THEY 
ALSO ANGERED THE ASTRAL SPHERES. THEY 
DECIDED TO SEND THEIR PROVEN AND MOST 
EFFECTIVE CALIBER TO SUCH CHILDREN - 


45 


POLEDNICE IV. POLEDNICE ALWAYS LOOKS FOR 
CHILDREN IN THE SAME WAY THAT CHILDREN 
THEMSELVES LOOK FOR EASTER EGGS AND EASTER 
EGGS ON EASTER MONDAY, THE DAY WHEN JESUS 
CHRIST ROSE FROM THE DEAD. SUCH CHILDREN, 
WHO SCREAMED AT, HIT AND BIT THEIR PARENTS, 
WERE EVEN CAPABLE OF KILLING THE EASTER 
BUNNY, WHO HIDES ÉASTER EGGS, IF THEY CAUGHT 
HIM. THAT WAS THE LAST STRAW THAT DECIDED 
THEIR FATE. ÅDULTS HAVE А SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT 
SCARECROW - BUNNYMAN. А MAN IN AN EASTER 
BUNNY SUIT, EXCEPT THAT INSTEAD OF EASTER 
EGGS, HE LEAVES BEHIND HIS VICTIMS DISFIGURED 
WITH AN AXE. AT ONE TIME, PEOPLE ALSO BELIEVED 
IN THE SO-CALLED KLEKÁNICA, WHO WAS SUPPOSED 
TO CARRY AWAY CHILDREN WHO DID NOT RETURN 
IN THE EVENING, I.E. KNEELING. BASICALLY, IT WAS 
THE SAME CREATURE AS POLEDNICA, ONLY THIS 
NAME CAME FROM А DIFFERENT REGION. ASTRAL 
SPHERES POLEDNICE IV. THEY INFORMED IN 
ADVANCE THAT THERE ARE FIVE CHILDREN. ÅT 
LEAST POLEDNICE WILL HAVE SOMETHING TO KILL. 
You KNOW, THE SOULS OF CHILDREN UP TO А 
CERTAIN TENDER AGE ARE VERY STRONG AND 
POWERFUL. IT IS DIFFICULT TO TAME THEM. 
THEREFORE, IN THE CIVILIZED WORLD, A BEING 
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NAMED POLEDNICE AROSE. SHE WAS THE ONLY 
PERSON WHO WAS ABLE TO DEFEAT THE CHILDREN 
WITH HER MAGIC ENERGY. SUCH А MERIDIAN 
COMES FROM THE SPIRIT REALM, AND ONE CAN 
LAST FOR OVER А HUNDRED YEARS, AFTER WHICH 
IT TURNS INTO А FALLEN BEING AND RETURNS 
BACK TO THE SPIRIT AND GHOST REALM, WHERE IT 
LOSES ITS PHYSICAL FORM, IN WHICH IT CAN NO 
LONGER DO REAL HARM. HOWEVER, THIS IS NOT А 
REASON TO UNDERESTIMATE POLEDNICA - ON THE 
CONTRARY! BEFORE YOU KNOW IT, YOU HAVE HER 
AT THE BARRACKS. HE STANDS AT THE DOOR AND 
TAKES THE HANDLE. LOCKED. SHE COULD HAVE 
EXPECTED THAT. HERE SHE ALREADY HEARD THEIR 
ROAR. GYPSIES. SHE WALKED OVER TO THE WINDOW 
AROUND THE CORNER AND WATCHED THE GOINGS 
ON INSIDE THE HOUSE. COKEL HOSAN WAS LAZILY 
POLISHING HIS BULLETS. I'T WAS JUST BEFORE NOON. 
ÉVERY NOW AND THEN THERE SHOULD BE А NEARBY 
CLATTER. YOU KNOW, DOGS CAN ALSO SENSE 
DIFFERENT CREATURES, BUT THAT DEPENDS ON THE 
UNIQUE ABILITIES OF THAT CREATURE, HOW WELL 
IT CAN HIDE. MIDDAY IV SHE WAS EXCELLENTLY 
TRAINED, SO HOSAN ONLY NOTICED THE MOVEMENT 
OF THE SHADOW IN THE WINDOW. ONLY MOVEMENT. 
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NOTHING MORE. IT COULD HAVE BEEN ANYTHING. 
Å FLYING BIRD, THE SHADOW OF A CLOUD IN THE 
SKY... EVEN SO, HE STARTED BARKING AND HIS FUR 
STOOD ON END. THE WEATHER OUTSIDE WAS DRY. 
POLEDNICE, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS KLEKÄNICE, 
MANAGED TO RETURN AROUND THE ORIGINAL 
CORNER, WHERE THE LOCKED DOOR WAS STARING 
AT HER. COKEL DID NOT HAVE TIME TO NOTICE HER. 
SHE TOOK IT THE OTHER WAY TO ANOTHER 
WINDOW. SHE LOOKED INSIDE AND SAW WHAT WAS 
HAPPENING THERE. TWO CHILDREN WATCHED 
COLORFUL ANIMATED SERIES ON ТҮ OR PLAYED 
VIDEO GAMES ON CONSOLES. THIS WAS HALF DAY 
IV. DOESN'T MATTER. SHE QUICKLY HID AGAIN SO 
THEY WOULDN'T SEE HER. CHILDREN CAN EASILY 
SENSE IT IF THEY ARE VERY YOUNG. THERE REALLY 
WAS ONE IN THE HOUSE. THE ONE ABOVE IN THE 
CRADLE NAMED DAMIAN. THE DEVILISH CHILD. HE 
JUST ROLLED AROUND IN HIS PLAYPEN AND LOOKED 
AT THE STARS ON THE CEILING AND THE PLANETS 
HANGING ABOVE HIS CRIB. IT SENSED THE PRESENCE 
OF KLEKÁNICE IV vERY WELI. SOMETHING 
UNINTELLIGIBLE STARTED YELLING INTO THE BABY 
MONITOR. THE KIDS ON THE GROUND FLOOR Ат THE 
TV MADE THIS UP. FROM THE SECOND, PAIRED, 
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NANNY ON THE DINING TABLE, А CHILDISH VOICE 
CALLED: -, LUNCH IS HERE" THEY NOTICED. YOU 
KNOW, IN THE CHILD HIERARCHY, THE YOUNGER 
YOU ARE, THE MORE SUPERIOR YOU ARE AND THE 
MORE YOU ARE THE CENTER OF ATTENTION. 
THEREFORE, IT IS NO WONDER THAT DAMIAN'S 
MESSAGE, WHICH WAS SUPPOSED TO WARN THE 
CHILDREN, RATHER ENCOURAGED THEM TO GO AND 
OPEN KLEKÁNICA. THAT MIDDAY IV. SHE DIDN'T 
WAIT AND СОТ THE DOOR RIGHT INTO HER LONG 
AND BONY NOSE. THE TWO SPOILED CHILDREN 
LAUGHED AT HER. BUT BEFORE SHE COULD REACT, 
THEY DISAPPEARED INSIDE THE HOUSE AGAIN. WITH 
А FAIRLY HIGH PROBABILITY, THE WHOLE HOUSE 
OF CHILDREN ALREADY KNOWS THAT YOU HAVE 
COME FOR THEM. THEY CAN SET VARIOUS TRAPS 
FOR HER IF SHE DOESN'T ATTACK RIGHT AWAY. SHE 
WALKED THROUGH THE DOOR INTO THE HALLWAY. 
THE POODLE HOSAN WAS ALREADY GROWLING AT 
HER. HE JUMPED ON НЕЕ AND TORE OFF HER ARM 
AND CLOAK.SHE HAD TO USE HER CLAWS AND DUG 
TWO DEEP INTO HIS SNOUT UNTIL SHE HIT HIS 
BRAIN. SHE WENT THROUGH THAT TOO. CHOKEL 
WHINED AND RELEASED HIS GRIP. НЕ FELL TO THE 
GROUND AT HER FEET, BLOOD AND PIECES OF 
CEREBELLUM DRIPPING FROM HIS SNOUT. BASTARD? 
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HE TORE OFF HER HAND HIDEOUSLY. SHE FLEW 
INTO THE LIVING ROOM. LEGO BLOCKS LAY ON THE 
GROUND. SHE DIDN'T NOTICE THEM AND STEPPED ON 
THEM WITH HER BARE FEET. HER WAIL WAS AS 
PIERCING AS DEATH ITSELF. SHE DROPPED TO THE 
FLOOR. SO SHE COULD CRAWL ON ALL FOURS TO THE 
CARPET, WHERE TWO CHILDREN WERE ALREADY 
WAITING IN PLASTIC ARMOR AND WEAPONS FROM 
THE KITCHEN. No TOYS. SHARP KNIVES. ONE WENT 
BETWEEN HER RIBS. ГНАТ MADE HER STAND UP TO 
IT. SHE WAS ABOUT А METER TALLER THAN THE 
TWO CHILDREN. THE KNIFE WAS STILL STICKING 
OUT OF HER BODY. BEFORE THE OTHER CHILD 
COULD ATTACK, SHE RAMMED HER CLAWS INTO THE 
NECK OF THE ONE THAT HAD JUST LOST ITS WEAPON 
AND DRAGGED THEM UP TO THE LOWER JAW UNTIL 
THE TIPS CAME OUT OF THE TOP OF ITS HEAD. THE 
OTHER CHILD PULLED А KNIFE FROM HER 
INTERCOSTAL AREA. SHE WONDERED WHY SHE 
WASN'T BLEEDING. IN SHORT, BECAUSE POLEDNICE 
IS NOT POWERED BY BLOOD, BUT BY MAGENE. THE 
CHILD ATTACKED WITH TWO KNIVES FROM THE 
KITCHEN AND HIT HER IN THE STOMACH AND LIVER. 
OR KIDNEYS. SHE DIDN'T KNOW ANATOMY THAT 
WELL. HALFLING CLAWED OUT OF THE DEAD CHILD 
PINNED IN НЕЕ CLAWS AND KICKED THE OTHER TO 
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THE GROUND. SHE PULLED THE KNIVES FROM HER 
BODY AND DROPPED THEM ON THE GROUND. À BLACK 
AND GREASY LIQUID OOZED FROM HER STOMACH, 
LEAVING GREASY STAINS ON THE GROUND BENEATH 
HER. SHE OPENED HER CLOAK TO REVEAL HER 
HIDEOUS ENTANGLEMENTS TO THE CHILD. SAGGY 
BREASTS WITH PSORIASIS AND Å WRINKLED BODY OF 
А DEAD COLOR. HER UNSHAVEN UNDERBELLY FOR 
DECADES. SHE SPREAD HER LEGS AND SQUATTED ON 
THE CHILD'S FACE. IT SUFFOCATED AND WRITHED 
BENEATH HER FOR SEVERAL MINUTES. THEN HIS 
BODY STOPPED SHOWING VITAL SIGNS. THAT SHE WAS 
PLEASED WITH IT CAN ONLY BE THOUGHT OF A 
LITTLE. SHE GOT UP AND WENT UP THE STAIRS IN 
THE CORRIDOR NEXT TO THE FLOOR. BUT THE 
OBSTACLE WAS SOMEWHERE ELSE THAN ON THE 
STAIRS, AS SHE EXPECTED. SOMEONE POURED А 
BUCKET FULL OF BOILING WATER ON HER HEAD. IT 
SCALDED HER EVEN THROUGH HER BLACK CLOAK 
FULL OF CRACKS. SHE WHEEZED AND MOANED. SHE 
RAN UP THE STAIRS IN ANGER AND LOOKED AROUND 
TO SEE WHAT ROOM SHE WOULD TAKE IT TO NOW. 
LEFT FIRST. CHILDREN'S GIRLS ROOM FULL OF 
STUFFED ANIMALS AND DOLLS. SHE BARED HER 
TEETH AT THEM AND ROLLED HER EYES TO 
INTIMIDATE THEM. THEN SOMEONE FLUSHED IN THE 
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NEXT ROOM. А LONELY BATHROOM AND IN IT A 
LITTLE PRINCESS WHO PUT HER HAND IN HER ASS 
AND PULLED OUT А METER AND А HALF LONG 
TAPEWORM, WHICH SHE SWUNG LIKE A WHIP. ONE 
WHISTLE AND SHE WRAPPED HERSELF AROUND THE 
NECK OF KLEKÁNICE IV. THE SLIMY WORM 
TWITCHED AND WRITHED AND STRAINED. THE 
LITTLE GIRL PULLED THE LUNCHBOX CLOSE TO HER 
AND RAMMED HER HEAD DEEP INTO THE TOILET 
BOWL. MIDDAY HAD TO STRIKE BACK. SHE TORE OUT 
THE ENTIRE BOWL AND THREW ІТ AT THE LITTLE 
GIRL. SHE WAS NIMBLE AND AVOIDED HER. BUT SHE 
WASN'T NIMBLE ENOUGH TO PREVENT THE WORM 
FROM CUTTING THROUGH POLEDNICA'S THROAT. A 
VILE, FOUL-SMELLING LIQUID FLOWED FROM HIS 
ACHING EXTREMITIES. THIS FREAKED THE LITTLE 
GIRL OUT AND SHE DECIDED TO RUN AWAY. BUT AS 
SOON AS SHE TURNED HER BACK TO THE GHOST, THE 
REST OF THE TAPEWORM IN POLEDNICA'S HANDS 
WRAPPED AROUND HER THROAT. SHE WRAPPED THE 
GIRLS NECK SEVERAL TIMES AND HUNG HER IN THE 
SHOWER. To BE SURE, SHE TURNED ON THE FULL 
FLOW OF WATER TO THÉ HIGHEST BOILING POWER. 
MIDDAY IV SHE PULLED THE PLASTIC SLIDING 
DOOR ТО THE SHOWER STALL SO SHE WOULDN'T HAVE 
TO WATCH THE BOILING WATER POUR OVER HER 
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FACE. А GLANCE AT THE RAPIDLY STEAMING 
BATHROOM WAS ENOUGH FOR HER. IN THE GIRLS 
ROOM, SHE LIT THE ROOM CANDLES, WHICH SHE 
THREW AROUND THE STUFFED ANIMALS AND THEY 
STARTED TO BURN. SHE WAS ALREADY BACK IN THE 
CORRIDOR OF THE UPPER FLOOR OF THE HOUSE. 
WALKING SLOWLY BUT SURELY, SHE CREPT TO THE 
NEXT ROOM, FROM WHERE MOZART'S 8TH 
SYMPHONY WAS PLAYING. SHE JUMPED IN READY TO 
USE HER CLAWS, BUT SAW Å CHILD BIGGER THAN 
SHE WAS USED TO. HE WAS А BOY AROUND TWELVE 
YEARS OLD. HE STOOD BY THE GUILLOTINE WITH A 
RIGHT BLADE, A BASEBALL BAT DOZING IN HIS 
HAND. MIDDAY TOOK THE FIRST STEP. SHE SOON 
DISCOVERED THAT SHE WAS TRAPPED. А NOOSE 
WRAPPED AROUND HER LEG AND THE WEIGHT 
HIDDEN BEHIND THE OPEN DOOR FELL TO THE 
GROUND. FIRST SHE FELL TO THE GROUND, THEN IT 
PULLED HER UP. ÀLL SHE COULD DO WAS RANDOMLY 
CLAW AT THE VOID AND GRIND HER TEETH. THE BOY 
STARTED HITTING HER HEAD AND NECK WITH THE 
BAT UNTIL НЕ СОТ TIRED AFTER Å WHILE AND 
MADE ONE BAD MOVE, WHICH THE MIDWIFE 
IMMEDIATELY TOOK ADVANTAGE OF. SHE PUSHED 
HIM TO FALL INTO HIS OWN GUILLOTINE THAT HE 
HAD PREPARED FOR. HER. THE JOLT OF THE DEATH 
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MACHINE ACTIVATED IT. THE GUILLOTINE FIRST 
SHUDDERED AND THEN WITH A WHISTLING OF THE 
BLADE CUTTING THROUGH THE AIR IT SPLIT THE 
BOY'S HEAD IN THE NOSE AREA. THE MIDGET PULLED 
HERSELF UP AND CLAWED THROUGH THE ROPE THAT 
HELD HER LEG. SHE FELL TO THE GROUND WITH А 
THUD OF HER BONES. SHE GOT UP KNOWING THAT 
ONLY THE LAST CHILD WAS WAITING FOR HER. SHE 
FOUND HIM IN THE CRADLE IN HIS ROOM. SHE 
EXPECTED IT TO FLY AND FORM AN ENERGY FIELD. 
Bur SHE DIDN'T GET ANY OF THAT. THEY JUST 
GIGGLED AT HER AND WAVED THEIR HANDS. THERE 
WAS EVIL IN HIS EYES. THE BIGGEST EVER 
POLEDNICE ТҮ. SHE SAW SHE DECIDED TO TAKE THE 
CHILD WITH HER, TO THE REALM OF GHOSTS. Pr IS А 
SHAME TO KILL А CHILD SO GIFTED, EVEN THOUGH 
SHE THOUGHT ABOUT IT FOR А LONG TIME. SHE 
COULD HAVE POKED HIS EYES OUT. SHE COULD HAVE 
LEFT IT IN THE FREEZER, AS EXPERIENCE HAD 
TAUGHT HER, BECAUSE KIDS LIKE ICE CREAMS AND 
ICE CREAMS DON'T JUST MELT IN ONE PLACE. ÀND 
THAT WAS THE FREEZER. BUT THIS CHILD WAS 
DIFFERENT. IT WAS THE EMBODIMENT OF EVIL AND 
RADIATED SUCH MAGIC ENERGY THAT EVEN 
POLEDNICE IV. ENCHANTED. SO SHE TOOK HIM TO 
THE GHOST REALM, WHERE POLEDNICE COMES 
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FROM, SO THAT HIS FATE WOULD ВЕ DECIDED BY 
OTHER SPIRITS. HOWEVER, NO ONE KNEW THAT A 
CHILD NAMED DAMIAN WOULD CONQUER THIS 
REALM AND UNLEASH А GENOCIDE OF GHOSTS IN ТТ. 
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BE ALWAYS, EVERYWHERE AND UNDER ALL CIRCUMSTANCES A HUNTER 


AS THE LAW, REGULATIONS AND HUNTING CUSTOMS PREACH AND AS Vou 
WERE BROUGHT UP AND INSTRUCTED IN THEM. 


TREAT ANIMALS WITH CARE, BREED THEM, IMPROVE THEM AND PROTECT 
THEM! 


ADJUST ANIMAL STATES. DON T SHOOT THE PREDATORS UNNECESSARILY 
BECAUSE THEY ARE ALSO USEFUL TO A TOLERABLE EXTENT. 

REMEMBER THAT NATURE 15 МОТА SHOOTING RANGE. ONLY SHOOT AT 
WHAT YOU CAN SAFELY RECOGNIZE, 


DON T BE LENIENT TOWARDS BEGGARS, THUGS, POACHERS AND OTHER 
PESTS! BUT BE CAREFUL! 

DO NOT TAKE YOUR HUNTING HONOR LIGHTLY. DEFEND AND PROTECT 
HERE ALWAYS AND EVERYWHERE! 


SPEAK ONLY OUR BEAUTIFUL CZECH HUNTING LANGUAGE, BECAUSE |Т |5 
THE IMMORTAL LEGACY OF OUR HUNTING ANCESTORS. 
PRESERVE OUR GOOD CZECH HUNTING CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS! TT ይ 


NOT ONLY YOUR RIGHT, Вит ALSO YOUR DUTY. 

LOVE YOUR DOG ABOVE ALL ELSE! НЕ |5 YOUR BEST HELPER AND 
FAITHFUL COMPANION. 

MAY OUR PATRON SAINT HUBERT CONTINUE TO PROTECT YOU UNDER ALL 
CIRCUMSTANCES WHEN EXERCISING THE RIGHT TO HUNT! 
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YOUNG VURA WALKED INTO THE LOCAL TAVERN, AN OLD FORMER 
SCHOOL, WHERE PEOPLE FROM AROUND THE VILLAGE USED TO 60 TO 
CHAT, GET NEW INFORMATION OR COME ЦР WITH OTHER IDEAS. LIQUOR, 


BEER, TOBACCO, CHOWDER AND FARTS WERE THE ORDER OF THE DAY 
HERE, THE DOOR TO THE BANQUET HALL OPENED AND HOT AIR WARMED 
BY THE STOVE AGAINST THE WALL OF THE ROOM HIT VURU ACROSS THE 
NOSE, ,, FINALLY! YURA [5 HERE!” THE CHEERFUL MALE VOICE OF AN 
ELDERLY GRANDFATHER RANG OUT FROM BEHIND THE TABLE WITH AN 
EMPTY PLATE AND ALMOST FINISHED BEER. VURA SMILED CHEERFULLY 
AND WALKED OVER TO THE COUNTER WHERE THE INNKEEPER ALWAYS 


STOOD. HE ORDERED BEER AND WILD STEW. —,,50 WHAT ABOUT 
YURA? HOW WAS THE HUNTING TODAY?" THE INNKEEPER ASKED ABOUT 


VURAS FIRST DAY AS A HUNTER. с, LET ME TELL үші, NO AFRICA!” 
VURA ANSWERED AND THE ENTIRE PUB BURST INTO LAUGHTER. THERE 
WAS A REASON FOR IT. YURA SPENT SEVERAL YEARS IN AFRICA AS A 


SHOOTER OR HUNTER, EITHER GAME OR REFUGEES, JUST LIKE EVERY 
COUNTRY HAS [TS BORDERS, 50 DID YURA. AFTER ONE LIFE- 
THREATENING SHIFT, HE DECIDED TO 60 BACK TO HIS NATIVE COUNTRY 
— THE CZECH REPUBLIC. HE STAYED THERE FOR A LONG TIME WITH THE 
LOCAL GIRLS BEFORE HIS DUTY ENDED. NOW HE WAS FINALLY HERE 
AGAIN, HOME. ON VALSE, SOMEWHERE IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 
HIGHLANDS, WHERE HE GREW ЦР AND WHERE HE KNEW IT. HE FLED 
AFRICA FROM DANGER AND FATHERLY DUTIES. THE MEN THERE DID NOT 
LIKE THE WAY THE AFRICAN LADIES LOOKED AT НМ. НЕ WAS EXOTIC AND 
UNFAMILIAR TO THEM. AS THEY DO FOR HIM. HE REALLY ENJOYED IT 
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THEN. FIRST BLOOD, SWEAT AND A GOOD FLY AND THEN SEX, MONEY 
AND VIOLENCE. НЕ WAS SURE THAT HIS SEED WOULD GROW STRONGER 


THERE AS TRE YEARS WENT BY, BECAUSE LIKE EVERYWHERE ELSE, YOU 
CAN T DENY GENES. HE FOUGHT A ONE-WAY TICKET HOME WITH THE 


REST OF THE MONEY HE p EARNED THERE, MORE THAN A FAIR SHARE OF 
WHICH WAS LEFT OVER, NOW HE WAS LOOKING AT THE INTERIOR OF THE 
PUB. 


—,,HEY VURA, AND HAVE YOU HEARD OF THE TWO-AND— THIRTY GUY 
AROUND HERE?” 
—,,NO NO. THAT MUST BE A REAL CAT!” 


„IL, AND ASK ያ SOMEONE HAS ALREADY CAUGHT HIM," SAID 
THE SAME GRANDFATHER, 


—,,HAS ANYONE CAUGHT HIM VET? HE ASKED YuRA HOW OLD f 
WANTED HIM IN RETIREMENT. 


—,,WHAT DOESNT HAVE You! SON! КАНА! IT'S NOT EASY FOR 
ANYONE TO KNOCK IT OFF. НЕ HAS SUCH A SWING IN HIS LEGS THAT HE 


CAN ESCAPE EVEN BULLETS, AND MOREOVER, THEY ARE SAID Т0 BE 
VISIBLE ONLY ON CLEAR NIGHTS." 

— „SOME TWENTY-SOMETHING, ВИТ THE WILD BOAR You HAVE HERE IN 
THE FOREST [5 JUST SOMETHING, SAID ANOTHER MAN, WHO. HAD 


ALREADY READ, AT THE OTHER END OF THE TABLE. , HAHA," 
SOMEONE ELSE LAUGHED. 


—,, THEY WONT GET THAT EVEN IF THEY HAD HEAT GUIDED 
MISSILES!” HE ADDED. 
—,,AND HOW? YURA ASKED. 
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— „BECAUSE THERE ARE ONLY OLD GRANDFATHERS HERE!” THE OLD, 
HONEST GENTLEMAN SUMMED UP THE WHOLE SITUATION, AND THE PUB 
WAS GRAVELY SILENT, ONLY THE FOAM FROM THE BEER BUBBLING. 


— , „YOL RE LUCKY THAT I CAME BACK HERE FROM AFRICA!" YURA MADE 
THE ENTIRE HOSPITALITY INDUSTRY LAUGH. A BEER LANDED ON A 
SAUCER IN FRONT OF КМ AND HE TOOK A DELICIOUS DRINK. 


—,,90 TELL US, VURA, WHAT [5 [T LIKE THERE, WHAT DID Vou 
EXPERIENCE THERE?" 


„ PLEASE, SINCE DAWN, I VE BEEN STANDING ON THE WATCHTOWER 
WITH A FLINTLOCK AND WATCHING THE SURROUNDINGS TO SEE [F THERE 


ARE ANY SAVAGES RUNNING AROUND WITH SPEARS," HE ONCE AGAIN 


AMUSED THE WHOLE PUB, POURING HALF A LITER OF LOCAL BEER ON 
THE TAP. 


-,,50 Vou BROUGHT A FEW SCALPS, DIDNT Vou? ANOTHER 
GRANDFATHER ASKED. 


—,,YOU KNOW THAT, YES, AND IF ONLY SCALPS. I HAVE A PROPER 
FLINT IN THE ARMORY, You VE NEVER SEEN ONE BEFORE," HE SAID AND 
WASHED IT DOWN WITH A BEER. "ITS MORE IMPORTANT IF YOU CAN 
SHOOT WITH THEM," SAID ONE OF THE PENSIONERS, 

— WHATS WRONG WITH YOU, GRANDPA, WHEN [5 THE FULL МООН?" 
"TOMORROW," SAID THE BARTENDER, WHO ALWAYS PRETENDED TO 
KNOW NOTHING, РИТ ACTUALLY KNEW EVERYTHING. 

—,,TKEN THE DAY AFTER TOMORROW, You HAVE THE TWO-AND- 
THIRTY- YEAR- OLD HERE FOR A PORTION!” 
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YOUNG YURA WAITED LONG INTO THE NIGHT BEFORE THE MOON ROSE 
ABOVE A SKY FULL OF TORN CLOUDS, HE SMILED AT ИМ AND 50 HE 
SMILED AT THE MOON. HE FED HIS DOGS FRESH MEAT. ONE WAS A 


CATAHOULA, CALLED LOUIS, AND THE OTHER WAS А JAGDTERRIER НЕ 
CALLED NEM, BOTH LOUIS AND NEM WERE HUNTING DOGS. THEY WERE 
TRAINED TO HUNT AND WERE BOTH A MATCHED LOT. THEY HAD KNOWN 
EACH OTHER SINCE THEY WERE PUPPIES WHEN HE BROUGHT THEM BOTH 
HOME, THEY WERE BOTH ABOUT FIVE YEARS OLD NOW. THEY WERE |М 
THE BEST SHAPE. EVERYONE DEVOURED THEIR PORTION OF THE BEEF IN 
THE BOWL TO FORTIFY THEMSELVES PROPERLY FOR THE CHALLENGE 
THAT AWAITED THEM. IT WAS А TWO-AND-THIRTY HUNT. YURA OPENED 
HIS CLOSET FULL OF HUNTING WEAPONS. HE HAD THREE IN HER. НЕ 
COULDN T EVEN FIT MORE OF THEM IN THERE. 50 HE TOOK A CZ 5 5 7 


SEMI- AUTOMATIC HUNTING RIFLE WITH A FIVE- ROUND MAGAZINE, HE 
LOADED IT FULLY AND INSERTED IT INTO THE GUN MECHANISM, HE USED 
THE LEVER ON TOP TO CHARGE AND SECURED HIS HUNTING EYE IN THE 
VIEWFINDER. SHE DIDNT HAVE OPTICS, РИТ SHE WAS STILL PRECISE 
AND STRICT. HE SLUNG IT OVER HIS BACK OVER HIS SHOULDER BY A 
LEATHER STRAP AND WHISTLED TWICE IN RAPID SUCCESSION TO URGE 
HIS DOGS TO LEAVE. THEY OBEDIENTLY FOLLOWED НІМ. HE CLOSED THE 


DOOR OF THE FAMILY HOUSE, WHICH HE HAD INHERITED FROM HIS 
GRANDPARENTS HERE IN THE VILLAGE, AND HEADED TOWARDS THE 
NORTHERN FOREST, WHERE THERE WAS ONE OF THE LOCAL ESTATES, Т0 
WHICH HE HAD RECENTLY OBTAINED THE KEYS. HE PUT ON HIS HUNTING 
HAT WITH AN OSTRICH FEATHER AND FROLICKED WITH HIS DOGS IN THE 
MOONLIGHT. HE CAME TO ONE PERCH, WHICH WAS NOT 50 HIGH BUT 
STILL HAD QUITE A VIEW. HE ORDERED THE DOGS TO STAY DOWN AND 
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WAIT. HE HIMSELF LEFT THE DOOR OF THE WOODEN CABIN OPEN AND 
STUCK A HUNTING RIFLE OUT OF THE SIGHT. IN THE LIGHT OF THE FULL 


MOON, НЕ HAD A WONDERFUL VIEW OF THE MEADOW AND THE FIELDS 
AND THE EDGE OF THE FOREST. IT DIDN'T TAKE LONG FOR A HUGE 
TWo- AND- THIRTY- SOMETHING TO STUMBLE OUT OF THE WOODS. EVEN 
THE WELL-TRAVELED YURA HAD NEVER SEEN ANYTHING LIKE THIS. HE 
COULDN T BELIEVE HIS EVES, SUCH DOMINANT ANTLERS ARE ONLY IN 
THE LEGENDS OF ANCIENT HUNTERS, AND HE MIGHT BE IN ONE NOW. 
ALSO, WHAT COULD НЕ HAVE EXPECTED WHEN HE HEARD OF THE TWO- 
AND— THIRTY THAT HE WOULD ONLY HAVE SIXTEEN? HE CLOSED ONE EYE 
AND LEANED HIS HEAD CLOSER TO THE RIFLE. НЕ WAS AMING. HE HAD 
HIS FLY RIGHT ON THE TRUNK OF THE HUGE DEER WHEN THE DOGS 
STARTED BARKING. THE DEER RAISED ITS HEAD AND DISAPPEARED BACK 
INTO THE FOREST WITH THREE JUMPS. YURA ONLY HAD TO FIRE ONCE TO 
FIND OUT THAT THE SHOTGUN BULLET HAD MISSED ITS TARGET. IN HIS 
MIND HE BEAT AND BEAT. UNFORTUNATELY, THE DEER WITH (75 
LEGENDARY ANTLERS WAS ALREADY THERE. HE HEARD THE DOGS 
BARKING. HE FOLDED HIS GUN AND PEERED OUT OF THE SHED. A 
GRAZED WILD BOAR APPROACHED FROM NEARBY. HIS EYES GLOWED 
RUBY AND HIS FANGS SWAYED MENACINGLY. YURA AIMED AND FIRED 


HEAD- ON AT НМ. BROK MIGHT HAVE HIT Mi, BUT THE WILD. BOAR 
COULDNT. HE HADNT EVEN GOTTEN OVER IT WHEN ዘሪ DOGS 
DISOBEYED AND RAN TOWARDS THE GRUNTING PIG. IN THAT SECOND, 
NEM FLEW INTO THE AIR AS THE WILD BOARS FANGS TOSSED HIM 
LIGHTLY. WITH A WHIMPER, IT LANDS LESS THAN TWO METERS AWAY. 
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LOUIS JUMPS ONTO HIS BACK AND BITES INTO HIS THICK, DIRTY, 
WARTY SKIN. IN VAIN. THE PIG JUST RUBS OFF AND THROWS HIS TOO. 


ANOTHER SHOT RINGS OUT. HE COULDN T MISS THIS TIME, HOWEVER, IT 
STILL DIDNT WORK OUT WITH THE WILD BOAR IT STOMPED 
RHYTHMICALLY UP TO THE PERCH, INTO WHICH IT RAMMED AND 


BRUSHED ITS TUSKS AGAINST IT A LITTLE, JUST ይ VURA WAS 
CHARGING. HE HAD A FOURTH ROUND. НЕ FIRED. THIS TIME HE COULD 
CLEARLY SEE THAT HE HAD ONLY HIT THE DRY DIRT NEXT TO THE 


WOBBLING BACK OF THE HOGWARTS, HEADING STRAIGHT FOR A FIELD 
OF TALL BARLEY. 


HE OVERSHOT AGAIN, BUT DIDNT FIRE AGAIN. HE KNEW THAT SHE 
WOULD BE BLIND BY NOW. HE QUICKLY GOT OFF HIS SEAT AND WALKED 


OVER TO HIM. HIS SIDE WAS BLEEDING AND НЕ COULDNT STAND ON 
ALL FOURS. HE TOOK HIM IN HIS ARMS AND HASTILY CARRIED НМ 


HOME, WHERE HE TREATED HIM. LOUIS WAS AT HIS SIDE. FORTUNATELY, 
THE INJURY WAS NOT VERY SERIOUS, BUT IT WAS STILL A DOG'S LIFE. 

„, Elly, I WAS HUNTING," ҮШ А BOASTED IN THE PUB, 
AND?" „T ALMOST HAD HIM ALREADY. AT LEAST ON TARGET. 


—,,TRE TWO-AND- THIRTY OR THE WILD BOAR?’ "WELL, THAT DEER, 
AND AT THAT MOMENT THE WILD BOAR APPEARED THERE. HE ATTACKED. 
HIS EYES SHONE LIKE TWO COALS OF FIRE AND HE ALMOST KILLED My 


DOG," — ,WHICH ONE?" “THAT GERMAN HUNTING TERRIER. THE OTHER, 

THE LOUISIANA LEOPARD DOG, TRIED TO ATTACK НМ, BUT IT WAS AS IF 

IT WAS JUST AN ANNOYING FLY TO THE WILD BOAR.” —,,HOW COME 

YOUR DOES DIDNT CHASE HIM, YURA?” —,,NEM WAS VERY SERIOUSLY 
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INJURED, I HAD TO TREAT НМ AT HOME. IT WAS FOR SEVERAL 
STITCHES.” , COME ON, VURA! THE MAIN THING IS THAT EVERYTHING 
IS FINE, YOU KNOW, EVEN OLDER AND MORE EXPERIENCED HUNTERS 
TRIED AND DIDNT GET ММ. NEITHER A DEER NOR A WILD BOAR.” 
-, JUST DONT WORRY! HE WHO WAITS, HE WILL See!" YURA 
ANNOLINCED IN A PUB FULL OF OLDER REGULARS, THEY INVITED HIM AT 


LEAST FOR A SHOT OF COURAGE, WHICH WAS A COMBINATION OF GREEN 
AND FERNET YURA PASSED THIS TEST. 

THE SUN STUNG HIS FACE. HE HAD TO COVER THE SKY ABOVE НІМ WITH 
HIS PALM. THIS CREATED A SHADOW ON HIS FACE AND HE FINALLY 
RECOGNIZED THE REGION. AFRICA. EQUATOR. HE WAS JUST DRIVING 
THROUGH THE SAVANNAH, HE WAS SITTING IN THE BACK OF THE JEEP. 
AN ITALIAN CHIAPPA WAS SWINGING ON HIS SHOULDER, A GREAT RIFLE 


FOR HUNTING WHATEVER you CHOOSE, OF COURSE, THE POACHERS DID 
NOT HAVE SUCH A RIFLE. THIS WAS THE RIFLE OF YURI, WHO GAME HERE 
TO AFRICA TO WORK AS A BORDER PATROL. -,,LOOK!” THE 
PASSENGER IN THE PASSENGER SEAT CALLED OUT. HE STRAIGHTENED ЦР 
A LITTLE, AS MUCH AS HIS SPEED ALLOWED, AND POINTED HIS INDEX 
FINGER AT A GROUP OF GAZELLES THAT HAD JUST RUN OUT OF THE 
JUNGLE, BEAUTIFUL CREATURES. CLOUDLESS SKY. A BEAUTIFUL DAY. 
THEY DROVE TO THE WATCHTOWER. IT WAS WOOD-METAL. THE 
BEGINNING OF THE WEEKDAY AND THE BEGINNING OF THE WEEK — 
MONDAY MORNING. ALREADY FROM A DISTANCE, YURA SAW THE GUNMEN 
FROM THE NIGHT SHIFT WATCHING НМ. THE CAR STOPPED AND SEVERAL 
FIGURES EMERGED FROM THE SWIRLING DUST AROUND. ONE СОЦЕНЕР. 
IT TOOK A WHILE FOR THE DUST TO SETTLE AND THE INDIVIDUAL 
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FIGURES WERE RECOGNIZABLE. TT WAS YURA AND HIS PARTNER JARA, 
ALSO CZECH. WITH THIS PAIR, THEIR DRIVER — THE AFRICAN ZYQARRI 
- JOINED THE TOWER. THEY REACHED THE TOWER AND GREETED THE 
OTHER HUNTERS ZUBAIR AND ZABAR ,, f., "How WAS YOUR 
МЕК?" —,,WILD. LIGERS STARTED TO MOVE AROUND.” —, WHAT ይ 
I" YURA ASKED. "А CROSS BETWEEN A TIGER AND A LION," ZYGARRI 
ANSWERED HIM. — , WATCH OUT FOR THEM. THEY CAME HERE TO HUNT, 
ЫЛ bi ¿ - በፊ cs 


—,,JUST SO YOU DONT CLAIM THAT WE DIDN'T WARN үші," ZAREBA 
SAID AND TOGETHER WITH TWO OTHER BLACKS GOT INTO A JEEP WITH A 
BIG DARK ZULU SIGN ON THE BACK, THE ENGINE STARTED AND THE CAR 
DROVE OFF. THEY DISAPPEARED INTO THE SAVANNAH DUST. ALL THEY 
HAD LEFT WERE A FEW CANISTERS OF WATER FOR THE NIGHT AND ONE 
BOX OF AMMLINITION. THERE WAS ALSO SOME LEFT OVER FROM THE 


HUNTERS FROM THE NIGHT SHIFT, BUT THEY WERE HAPPY EVEN FOR THE 
LITTLE THAT THE DRIVER HELPED THEM UNLOAD. BOTH SLAVIC HUNTERS 
TOOK WHAT THEY COULD GET THEIR HANDS ONSTRENGTH WAS ENOUGH, 
ITEMS NEEDED TO SURVIVE THE NIGHT. THEY BROUGHT THEM TO THE 
WATCHTOWER FROM WHERE THEY COULD WATCH THE SURROUNDINGS. IT 


WAS A LITTLE BIGGER TRAN USUAL SEATS. AS USUAL, YURA LOADED HIS 
GUN FIRST, THEN LEANED IT AGAINST THE SHORT WALL BY THE WINDOW 


OPENING THAT WAS WAST HIGH. HE BROUGHT THE BINOCULARS TO HIS 
EYES AND LOOKED AROUND. OVERGROWN VINES AND WILD GRASSES 
TREMBLED IN THE WIND. NO ANIMAL VET. INSECTS AT MOST. НЕ COULD 
BE INCREDIBLY ANNOYING. JARA WAVED HIS HAND AROUND HIM AS HE 
FILLED A BOTTLE OF WATER FOR HIMSELF AND VURA FROM THE 
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CANISTER. ALSO WHEN DRINKING TO DRIVE AWAY THOSE PESKY 
INSECTS. VURA DRANK HIS IN ABOUT TWO HOURS, —,,HEY, DO Vou 
KNOW WHAT I THINK ABOUT THOSE AFRICANS?" JARA ASKED. —, WELL 
OF COURSE, THEY ARE SHAMANS, ANSWERED YURA SLYLY. , Mell, 

TRAT 700, BUT MOST IMPORTANTLY. 22221” "ро You WANT TO PEE 
700?" YURA STOOD UP AND PLACED HIS RIFLE NEXT TO WHERE HE WAS 
GUARDING. , Nol" JARA LAUGHED. , TM POINTING OUT THAT 
EVERYONE S NAME IS Z, INCLUDING THAT CAR!" HE KEPT LAUGHING. 

=,50K YEAH! THAT'S A 60ор COINCIDENCE,” YURA ALSO LAUGHED. 

„T NOTA COINCIDENCE, IT'S FATE. THE WORK [5 50 BORING THAT 
WE COULD EASILY DO 2222 MERE, JARA POINTED OUT THIS TIME 
THAT HE WOULD BE SLEEPING. —,,BUT WE WOULD HAVE TO HAVE 
OVERNIGHT SHIFTS. YOU CAN T SLEEP IN THIS HEAT. LOOK, I NEED TO 
GO DOWNSTAIRS TO PEE, COVER МЕ, YURA SCOFFED EVEN MORE, 


—,,WHY DONT You SMELL FROM HERE, FROM ABOVE?" JARA WAS 
LEADING НІМ AS THEY BOTH REALIZED THAT THERE WAS NO ONE ELSE 
BUT THE TWO OF THEM. YURA JUST WAVED HIS HAND. HE DESCENDED 
THE STEPS TO THE LEVEL OF THE SAVANNAH AND HEADED FOR THE 
NEARBY SCRUB. HE UNZIPPED THE FLAP AND RELAXED. HE DEFECATED 
CALMLY. THE GRATE AROUND НМ BEGAN TO PINCH, HE STOPPED AND 
WAITED ТО SEE WHAT WOULD HAPPEN NEXT. А LIGER CAME OUT OF THE 


BUSHES. A MASSIVE PIECE, FROM THE PERSPECTIVE oF ABOUT Ce. 
НЕ RAN TOWARDS YURA, HE RETREATED AND THOUGHT IT BEST ТО TAKE 


IT TO А TREE, MORE SPECIFICALLY, THE AFRICAN KIGILIA, NICKNAMED 
THE SAUSAGE PLANT OR ALSO THE SALAMI PLANT. IT [5 THE ONLY TREE 
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POLLINATED BY BATS. JARA FIRED HIS WEAPON AT THE LIGER, WHO 
WAS STILL ABLE TO FIND HIS WAY TO YURA. HE CLIMBED AS HARD AS 


HE COULD, РИТ HE KNEW THE LIGER WOULD GET НІМ ANYWAY. HE HAD 
NOWHERE ELSE TO CLIMB, HE WAS AT THE TOP OF A TREE AND THERE 
WERE SOFT BRANCHES ALL AROUND ዘፈ LIGER JUMPED UP AND 


CLAWED AT VURAS LEG. IT HURT RAW. YURA WOKE UP IN PAIN, 
NIGHTMARE. НЕ GOT OUT OF BED AND WENT TO THE KITCHEN FOR A 
DRINK, HE POURED HIMSELF WATER FROM THE TAP AND DRANK THE 


ENTIRE GLASS OF ZERO VOLUME, THREE LITERS. HE РИТ THE GLASS 
DOWN AND WALKED BACK INTO THE BEDROOM WHEN THE UNUSUAL 
MOONLIGHT CAUGHT HIS EVE, OF COURSE [T WAS A FULL MOON. КМ 
AND LOUIS WERE ОШТ IN THE GARDEN AND NOT SLEEPING EITHER, THEY 
LAY AND WATCHED THEIR GARDEN IN THE MOONLIGHT FULL OF SILVER 
REFLECTIONS AND SHADING BY MOTHER NATURE HERSELF. YuRA STOOD 
ON HIS BALCONY WATCHING A STRANGE GLOW MOVING NEAR THE 
FOREST. [5 HE DELUSIONAL OR [5 SOMEONE GOING THERE WITH A 


FLASHLIGHT? SOME HUNTER OR MIDNIGHT MUSHROOM PICKER? BUT HOW 


COME IT HAS THE GREEN LIGHT? HE REMEMBERED ONE COMIC. GREEEN 
LANTERN. HE JUST LAUGHED [T OFF TO HIMSELF AND WENT BACK TO 
BED WITH A SHAKE OF HIS HEAD. НЕ RUBBED ዘሪ EYES ON THE WAY 


AND ALREADY KNEW НЕ WASN'T GOING TO FALL ASLEEP. HE SAT DOWN 
ON THE BED AND LET HIS THOUGHTS 60. THAT WAS A TERRIBLE DREAM 
HE HAD JUST HAD. HE WAS NOT FAR FROM THE REALITY HE 
EXPERIENCED IN AFRICA. HE HAD TO HUNT THERE TO AVOID BEING 
CAUGHT HIMSELF. AS IT HAPPENS IN NATURE. 


—,, HEY YURA! OVER THERE IN THE VILLAGE THEY SAID THAT JEN E 

ZUBRONA. THEY SAY HE ESCAPED ALL THE WAY FROM POLAND AND Now 

you HAVE HIS FUR ON THE WALL AT THEIR PUB. WHAT DO YOU MEAN 
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YURA” HE WAS BEING HARASSED BY SOME LOCAL GRANDPA 
LANDOWNER, ,, EVERYTHING [5 POSSIBLE, YOU KNOW THAT, AND HERE 
you WILL FIND THE EXOTIC, AND VOL ARE ONLY DEEP IN THE CZECH 
WILDERNESS. HERE YOU WILL ALSO FIND А LOT ABOUT THE VILLAGE, 
FOR EXAMPLE Vou TWO-AND- THIRTY. You PROBABLY DONT HAVE 
THAT ANYWHERE ELSE IN THE WORLD." , AND HOW ARE You DOING 
WITH ММ, Hu? —,,STILL NOTHING. I AM WAITING FOR A CLEAR 
MOON,” =, EXCUSES!" ANOTHER OLD MAN AT THE BEER TABLE SPOKE 


ЦР. YURA DIDNT EVEN FINISH HIS DRINK AND LEFT THE TABLE. НЕ 
WENT HOME WHERE HIS DOG HAD FINALLY RECOVERED AND НЕ 
REPEATED HIS ROUTINE, HE DISASSEMBLED HIS ENTIRE BAIKAL 
BUCKSHOT GUN AND CLEANED IT. HE THEN FOLDED [T BACK UP. AS 


ALWAYS, IT GAVE HIM THE FEELING THAT HE HAD EVERYTHING IN HIS 
HANDS. HE TOLD HIMSELF THAT HE DIDN T NEED A BRIGHT MOON FOR A 
WILD BOAR, JUST А DOUBLE BARREL. 


THAT NIGHT 

VURA LOOKED UP AT THE SLOWLY RISING MOON AND WALKED WITH ONE 
OF HIS DOGS THROUGH THE FOREST TO THE CLEARING WHERE HE WAS 
STANDING AND WHERE HE ALSO SAW THE WILD BOAR FOR THE FIRST 
TIME. SOMETHING TOLD HIM THAT HE WASNT JUST COMING HERE By 
CHANCE, THERE WERE PLENTY OF BEECHES AND OAKS GROWING AROLIND 
THE FOREST, WHICH DROPPED THEIR ACORNS, WHICH THE WILD BOARS 
LIKED Т0 FEED ON. THAT WAS PROBABLY WHY THE ALPHA WILDLING 
CAME HERE, LOUIS SNIFFED THE PLACE. FIELDS AND ENGRAVINGS ON 
THE GROUND. THE WILDERNESS CHIRPED IN THE NIGHT. HE WAITED ON 
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THE LADDER FROM THE PERCH TO GET [Т CLOSER TO THE GROUND. 
1045 WAS RUNNING AROUND. BEFORE LONG THERE WAS RUSTLING IN 
THE BUSHES NEARBY AND LOUIS BARKED IN THAT DIRECTION. YURA 


JUMPED DOWN AND FIRED A DOUBLE-BARRELED SHOTGUN INTO THE 


BUSH. ІТ STARTED CHARGING AUTOMATICALLY. MEANWHILE, LOUIS RAN 
TO THE BUSH AND BEGAN TO PULL THE CORPSE OF THE BOAR FROM IT. 
ІТ WAS SO HEAVY THAT HE COULD BARELY MOVE IT. VURA BRUSHED 


ASIDE THE BUSH AND LOOKED AT THE HOLE IN THE BOARS SIDE. 
SUDDENLY HE STARTED MOVING AND SQUEALING AGAIN, LUOIS WAS 


STARTLED AND JUMPED РАСК. IN A PANIC, THE HUNTER FIRED ONCE 
MORE AND THE WILD BOAR DID NOT UTTER A SOUND. IT JUST SMOKED. 
YURA OVERPOWERED, AFTER HIS BATTERED FARDRUMS BEGAN TO 


RETURN TO NORMAL OPERATION AFTER THE GUNSHOTS, THE NOISE 
TURNED INTO A STRANGE CHANT. HE LOOKED BACK. THERE, BY THE 
CENTURY- OLD OAK, THAT GREENISH GLOW FLOATED AGAIN. LUCKILY, 


LOUIS SNAPPED, SNAPPING HIM OUT OF HIS REVERIE. THEN THE GLOW 
WAS GONE, 


THE MORNING OF THE NEXT DAY 


—,, DAMN MAN! DID YOU HAVE TO PUNCH THAT WILD BOAR LIKE THAT? 

AFTER ALL, 175 A SOLUTION! AND IT COULD HAVE MADE SUCH A 

BEAUTIFUL FUR,” LOCAL HUNTER MILDA SR. WAS ANGRY AT THE SIGHT 

OF THE DEAD WILD BOAR IN FRONT OF THE VILLAGE PUB. -,,НЕ WAS A 

MADMAN, HE COULDN'T po ANYTHING ELSE HERE. HE RIPPED MY DOG 

BEFORE. FORTUNATELY, HE SURVIVED. DONT COMPLAIN ABOUT THE 
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FUR, THERE 5 NOTHING TO THE TUSKS.” , YES, YOU ARE PERFECT," 


THE INNKEEPER PRAISED THEM. FROM C li C, THAT WEEK WAS WILD 
BOAR ON ROSEHIP SAUCE WITH BUN OR KARLOVY VARY DUMPLING AND 
CRANBERRIES. THE WHOLE VILLAGE HAD A GOOD TIME AND FEASTED. 


SHE WAS CELEBRATING YURU S SUCCESSFUL HUNT. FINALLY SOMEONE 


GOT THE MENACING BOAR, —,,LOOK HOW BEAUTIFULLY [T HANGS 
THERE! TT WOULD STILL LIKE TO BE NEXT TO THE HANDSOME MAN 


RUNNING AROUND IN THE WOODS. THAT TWO-AND- THIRTY- SOMETHING. 
THAT ONE WOULD STAND OUT HERE," HINTED THE INNKEEPER YURU, 


NOT EVEN A WEEK AFTER CATCHING THE WILD BOAR, LOOKING AT THE 
TORN FUR AND THE HANGING TLISKS NEXT TO IT. 


—,, WHATS WRONG WITH НМ? IS HE GOOD AGAIN?” THE NEIGHBOR 
ASKED ABOUT THE DOG. ,, es, HE IS FINE. WELL, ТМ GOING TO 
THE TWO-AND-THIRTY IN А WEEK, 175 SUPPOSED TO BE A FULL 


MOON. I WANT TO HAVE A LIGHT ON MY FRONT SIGHT. GUYS, HAVENT 
You EVER NOTICED THAT LIGHT BY THE OLD OAK TREE SOUTH OF THE 


VILLAGE?” , YES, OLD SLAMU USED To SAY THAT FAIRIES LIVED 
THERE BEFORE HE DIED, BUT EVERYONE THOUGHT HE WAS A SENILE 
OLD MAN AND No ONE TOOK HIM SERIOUSLY," SAID THE INNKEEPER, 
=, „YOU CANT DO THAT, CAN you? IN THE WORDS OF SOME OLD 


FOOL,” ANOTHER OLD MALF- CRAZY FROM YURI ARGUED. -,,М0, ВИТ 
YOU KNOW IT. STORIES IN THE VILLAGE. SOMETHING HAS TO BE SOLVED 


HERE, OTHERWISE PEOPLE HERE WOULD ALSO GO CRAZY WITH 
BOREDOM,” ,, DO you SEE? THEYLL END UP GOING CRAZY 
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ANYWAY, WHETHER THEY SEE FAIRIES OR NOT, SNAPPED SOMEONE 


ELSE FROM HIS PLATE WITH A PIECE OF BOAR, , WELL, ITS 
DIFFERENT EVERYWHERE, SOMEWHERE THEY SEE WEREWOLVES ОЁ 


GHOSTS, FOR EXAMPLE OVER THERE IN f c, А GREAT- 
GRANDFATHER WITH BEER FOAM IN HIS BEARD TOOK ЦР THE SCEPTER 
THIS TIME. , WELL OF COURSE, COMMENTED YURA 
IRONICALLY, — , „AND ТМ VELEN." 


FULL MOON 


THE MOON SHONE LIKE THE [CE LAMP OF AN ILLEGAL GROW HOUSE, 

FIELDS OF CORN SHIMMERED IN ITS GLOW, AND EVEN MORE IN THE 
DISTANCE THE CORNFIELDS. BOTH LOUIS AND NEM RAN AROUND THE 
PERCH, SNIFFING. ҮШ А WAS ALREADY IN HUNTING MODE AND AIMED AT 


THE SURROUNDINGS WITH A cz 557 RIFLE, THE WATCH ON HIS LEFT 
HAND BEEPED AND WELCOMED HIM TO MIDNIGHT. HIS MOUTH WAS DRY 


AND HE NEEDED A DRINK, ВИТ HE WAS AFRAID HE WOULD RUSTLE THE 
SECOND THE DEER APPEARED. AND НЕ KNEW IT WOULD SHOW up. 


WELL, AND OUT OF NOWHERE НЕ AIMED AT КМ. MORE PRECISELY, ON 
НБ ANTLERS THAT PROTRUDED FROM THE GRAIN. 50 HE HEADED A 
LITTLE LOWER, BUT НЕ WAS ALREADY EXPECTING HIS DOGS TO GET 


INVOLVED. BOTH LOUIS AND NEM BARKED AND RAN INTO THE CORN 
AFTER HIM. THE ANTLERS TOOK OFF AND A LINE OF BROKEN ROPES 
FORMED BEHIND HIM. AND BEHIND HER TWO MORE FROM THE DOGS. 
VURA WAITED. HE WAS STILL AIMING FOR THE ANTLERS. HE HELD HIS 
BREATH AND WAITED FOR THE WIND TO REST AGAINST HIS BACK. HE 
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LOWERED THE FRONT SIGHT AND PRESSED THE ТАР. A SHOT ECHOED 
AROUND. THE ANTLER SANK INTO THE GRAIN, AND THE MOMENT THE TWO 


DOG BEASTS RAN LIP TO HIM, YURA FELT SOMETHING LIKE ABSOLUTE 
VICTORY. HE GOT OFF HIS PERCH AND MADE HIS WAY TO HIS PREY АТА 
FAST PACE. ON THE WAY TO HIM, HE BEGAN TO REALIZE WHAT HE HAD 
BEEN AROUND ALL THE TIME, AND THAT THE WIND WAS BLOWING FROM 
HIS SIDE. THE DEER MUST HAVE KNOWN THEY WERE THERE, HE WAS 
STILL BREATHING. ІТ WAS HUGE AND MASSIVE. THE BULLET WENT 
THROUGH THE BACK OF HIS HEAD AND A MAJOR ARTERY. THERE WAS A 
LOT OF BLOOD EVERYWHERE, BOTH LOUIS AND NEM BARKED AT НМ 
AND PULLED HIS LIMBS. YURA RELOADED THE RIFLE. HE FELT SORRY 
FOR THE MYTHICAL BEAST, WHICH HE SAW IN ITS EVES, THAT IT HAD 
CHOSEN НМ AS [T5 HUNTER. EQUAL HUNTER WITH PREY. A SHOT RANG 
OUT ACROSS THE LANDSCAPE AGAIN. IT STARTLED THE BIRDS, AND 
THEY SPREAD THE NEWS ABOLIT THE CAPTURE OF A DEER NICKNAMED 
THE TWO-AND- THIRTY DEER WITH THIRTY-TWO ANTLERS. THE ONLY 
THING THAT DROWNED OUT THEIR CROAKING WAS AGAIN THE STRANGE 
SINGING COMING FROM THE HUNDRED- YEAR-OLD OAK WITH A STRAY 
GLOW AROUND IT. 

WITHIN A FEW WEEKS BOTH ANTLERS AND HIDES WERE HANGING ON THE 
WALLS OF THE PUB. EVERYONE WAS HAPPY, AND VURA HAD EVERYTHING 
ON THE COMPANYS ACCOUNT BY THE END OF THE VEAR. HE WAS A 
REGIONAL HERO. REPRESENTATIVE OF HUNTERS IN THE REGION. THAT 
WAS ALREADY SOMETHING SERIOUS. IT WAS NOTHING A HUNTER OR 
HUNTING ENTHUSIAST WOULD WAVE THEIR HAND OVER. INSTEAD OF His 
USUAL FEATHER ON HIS CAMISOLE, HE GOT A HAWK FEATHER, BUT НЕ 
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STILL WENT HUNTING, EVEN WHEN THERE WAS NOTHING LEFT TO pO. IT 
WAS HIS JOB. BUT ONE NIGHT НЕ DISAPPEARED AND LEFT THE DOGS 


ALONE, FORTUNATELY, THE INNKEEPER TOOK CARE OF THEM, BUT EVEN 
THEN THERE WAS NO TRACE OF HIM. HIS FOLLOWER THEN FOUND A 
STRANGE BOOK IN HIS POSSESSION. HE HAD A SECTION АРОЦТ FAIRIES 
AND-DRYADS. IT WAS WRITTEN ABOLT THEM THAT THEY CAN CHARM. THE 


MEN THEY LIKE. IT WONT EVEN APPEAR TO OTHERS. IT IS SAID THAT 
THESE BEAUTIES, ALSO REFERRED TO AS FOREST NYMPHS, WILL LEAD 


HM WITH THEIR MAGIC TO THEIR OAK HOME, AND HERE MEN MUST 
SERVE THEM AS SLAVES FOREVER AND EVER. WHEN THIS GOT OUT IN 


THE PUB, NO ONE WANTED TO BELIEVE IT. No ONE HAD A WORD EXCEPT 
FOR THE INNKEEPER: -,, OLD STRAW WAS RIGHT AFTER ALL!” 
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ARCHAEDLORICAL RESEARCH STATION 
IR WAX BUSY. IN THE MIDDLE DF THE 
СКХ ON A SMALL ISLAND SOMEWHERE 
IN THE MIDDLE OF THE OCEAN, THEY WERE 
EXPLORING EXCAVATIONS HERE. A STRONG WIND WAX 
PICKING UP, REMINDING EVERYONE PRESENT OF THE 
COMING HURRICANE HAK TUR. IGOR MOVED BETWEEN 
THE TAUT SHEETS OF TENTS AND NHELTERX. АМ 
EMINSARY OF THE NUTECH RESEARCH STATION THAT 
LAY NORTHWEST DF THIS ONE, CALLED UNIR. IGOR 
HAD A BOBBED HAIRCUT AND WAX DRESSED IN 
KHAKI PANTS AND A WHITE XHIKT, NOW QUITE 
DUSTY AND NWEATY. HE WALKED OVER IN DISBELIEF 
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THAT HE HAD REALLY BEEN SENT HERE AT THIN TIME 
BEFORE THE STORM JUST FOR THE STRANGE FIND. 
HE REVEALED HIMSELF COMPLETELY TO HIM. IT 
SPREAD OVER А PROPORTIONAL PART OF THE MINING 
NITE OF THE ROCKY INLAND. AT FIRST THEY MINED 
HERE BY BREAKING FOR STONE, BUT AFTER THE 
DISCOVERY OF THE TRILOBITE NITE, IT МАХ CLOSED 
FOR RESEARCH. BUT THE MAIN REASON WHY THEY 
SENT НІМ HERE WAX THE ONE THEY NAMED LAZAR - 
Å HUGE PIECE OF FOSSIL FROM THE PREHISTORIC 
PERIOD. HE WAX ESTIMATED TO BE A GOOD TWENTY 
OR THIRTY METERS TALL. IT WAX NLIEHTLY 
NARROWER IN WIDTH. ITS STRUCTURE BELONGED TO 
А NPIRAL NHAPE. THE LARGEAT FOSSIL EVER 
DIXCOVERED. ABOUT THE NIZE OF A BLOCK OF 
FLATS, IMPRESSIVE. IGOR MARVELED AT HER. SHE 
WAX JUST NTICKIN& OUT DF PIECEN OF ROCK AND 
XHOWING ALL THE PEOPLE RUNNING AROUND HER 
HER DOMINANCE AND MAJESTY, AMONG ALL THE 
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FOSSILS. IT WAX SURROUNDED BY NCAFFOLDING 
THAT XWAYED IN THE RISING BALE AND LOOKED 
DANGEROUS. ~, ГМ LOOKING FOR MR. TOBIAS, IN HE 
HERE SOMENHERE?" -„ҮЕХ, THE MANAGER IX OVER 
THERE AT THE DEVICES," ONE YOUNG MAN ADVINED 
IGOR WHERE TO HO. "HELLO, ARE YOU MR. TOBIAS?" 
- GREETINGS, YEN, ITS ME AND YOU WILL MONT 
LIKELY BE OUR EXPERT ОМ FONNILX, RIGHT?’ -, YEN, 
IGOR.” HE INTRODUCED HIMSELF. THEY BOTH HAD A 
STRONG ENOUGH ҚЫР TO BE EQUAL. ONE NEEDED 
THE OTHER. „THIN IX SIMON, OUR IT ENGINEER,” MR. 
TOBIAS INTRODUCED ANOTHER MEMBER OF THEIR 
TEAM. "ARE YOU THE PALEONTOLOGIST WHO 
TRAVELED ALL THE WAY FROM EUROPE?” , YEN, IT'S 
МЕ, IGOR GRINNED. —,BREZVA, FINALLY SOMEONE 
WHO WILL TELL US SOMETHING MORE ABOUT IT 
THAN THAT IT IX А FOSSIL OF А PREHISTORIC 
ANIMAL” -,,YOU KNOW, I'VE BEEN DOING THIN JOB 
FOR MANY YEARS AND IVE STILL NEVER SEEN SUCH 
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A GIANT FOSSIL BEFORE,” ADMITTED IGOR. -, YOU 
ARE NOT ALONE,” ADDED MR. TOBIÁŠ. -, AN АМ 
INVENTOR, I AM ALSO THE FIRST TO HAVE THE 
HONOR OF MANAGING IT HERE. THE ONLY THING 
THAT CAN COMPLICATE THINGS FOR US NON IX THE 
UPCOMING HURRICANE HAKTOR.” -IGOR CAME WITH 
YOU, SIMON XMILED MINCHIEVOUNLY. =, IT IN 
SUPPOSED TO REACH A APEED OF UP TO SIXTY 
KILOMETERS PER HOUR AND CAN LAST UP TO 
SEVERAL HOURS. LOOK AT THOSE GRAPHY,” THE IT 
ENGINEER WAX POINTING AT ONE OF HIS NEREENN. 
-,AND HERE YOU CAN SEE WHAT THE HURRICANE 
LOOKS LIKE. ITN AN IMPENETRABLY DENSE TANGLE 
OF CLOUDS THAT THE FURIOUS WIND IN CARRYING 
HERE,” SIMON SAID ALOUD HIN INFORMATION, READ 
FROM THE WEATHER STATION. THERE MAX AUDIBLE 
CONCERN IN HIS VOICE. , WOULD LIKE TO 50 AND 
SEE THE SNAIL UP CLONE WHILE HAKTOR IS STILL 
HERE, IF YOU DONT MIND,” ASKED IGOR ABOUT THE 
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PERMIT. -„НОЙ MUCH TIME DO WE HAVE BEFORE THE 
ARRIVAL OF THE HURRICANE? MR. TOBIAS ASKEN 
THE IT ENGINEER SIMON. ^, ABOUT TWO HOURS. XO 
AN HOUR OF FREE TIME, THEN WE HAVE TO MOVE TO 
SAFETY.” -,OKAY IKOR, YOU САМ GO THERE ТО 
LOOK, BUT BE CAREFUL AND COME BACK IN TIME. 
HERE YOU AREAN EMPLOYEE CARD, WITHOUT IT 
THEY WON'T LET YOU IN TQ. LAZARUS, AX WE NAMED 
THE FOSSIL" -„ТНАМКУ, BOSS,” THANKED IGOR 
WITH A SMILE AND HUNG THE CARD IN A PLASTIC 
CASE AROUND HIN МЕСЕ. HE ХЕТ OUT ON Å DIRT 
PATH FILLED WITH GRAVEL FRAGMENTS THAT LED 
SLONLY UP TO THE SPIRAL FOSSIL. HE BEGAN TO 
EXAMINE IT FROM AFAR FROM THE POINT OF МЕЙ OF 
BIOSTRATIGRAPHY, IT COULD BE FROM THE SILURIAN 
PERIOD TO THE JURASSIC HE COUNTED BY EYE. THE 
ESTIMATED AGE COULD BE FROM PREHISTORIC TO 
POST-PREHINTORIC. BUT THE CLONER HE ВОТ TD IT, 
THE MORE HE REGAN TO FEEL THAT IT WOULD БЕ 
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SOMETHING OTHER THAN AN AMMONITE. HE CLIMBED 
UP THE SCAFFOLDING TO THE MAIN FLOOR OF THE 
SCAFFOLDING, AT THE LEVEL OF THE CENTER DF 
THE SPIRAL WORM CALLED LAZARUS. ይ MILITARY 
SECURITY GUARD WAN STANDING THERE AND ASKED 
HIM TO PRESENT HIN EMPLOYEE CARD. SHE МАХ 
NWINGING AROUND HIN NECK. HE HANDED IT FROM 
HIN CHEST TO THE ARMED MANN HANDS. НЕ 
GLANCED AT HER AND THEN NTEPPED OUT OF THE 
WAY. IGOR MAX NOW ABLE TO MAKE PHYSICAL 
CONTACT WITH LAZARUN. NEAR HIN CRACKED AND 
FONNILIZED FRAME XTOOD АМ OLD AND RATHER 
OVERGROWN MAN. HE GROPED LAZARUS WITH HIN 
NEGLECTED FINGERS. —,NIR, DO YOU KNOW THAT 
WHAT YOU ARE TOUCHING IX A PALEONTOLOGICAL 
FIND AND AN INDEX FONNIL INTENDED FOR 
RESEARCH?" IGOR SPOKE TO HIM. , YEN," ANSWERED 
THE OLD MAN AND TURNED TO HIM. HE ALSO HAD A 
PLASTIC CARD AROUND HIN NECK. -,,] AM A MYSTIC, I 
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DEAL WITH THE ENERGY OF THIS FOSSIL HE НАХ 
UNEARTHLY POWER,” THE OLD MAN FOLDED HIS 
HANDY BEHIND HIN BACK AND LOOKED UP AT HER. 
- HAVE NEVER SEEN ANYTHING ELSE EVEN 
REMOTELY SIMILAR. YEN, IT IN TRUE THAT SMALL, 
BARELY HALF A METER AT MOXT, BUT THIN?” THE 
OLD MAN XHODK HIN HEAD AT THAT. HE THEN 
RAINED HIN RIGHT HAND AND PLACED IT DIRECTLY IN 
THE CENTER DF THE XNAIL, WHERE THE RIGHT- 
HAND SPIRAL BEGAN. THERE IN SUCH A STRONG 
STREAM OF ENERGY COMING FROM HERE. I CAN FEEL 
IT GOING THROUGH ME. LEND ME YOUR HAND,” HE 
ASKED IGOR. НЕ WANN'T AT ALL SURE IF HE WANTED 
TO GO THROUGH WITH IT, BUT BEFORE HE COULD 
REALLY DECIDE FOR HIMSELF, THE OLD MAN 
HIMSELF GRABBED HER AND PRESSEN HER AGAINST 
THE FONNIL. THERE MAX SILENCE. ~,1 DONT FEEL 
ANYTHING,” IGOR FINALLY BROKE HIM. THE OLD MAN 
DROPPED HIN ARM AND BEGAN MUTTERING 
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SOMETHING TO HIMSELF. -„ЇМ SORRY, I JUST DONT 
HAVE AX STRONG Å NENNIBILITY АХ YOU. IM MORE 
INTO SCIENCE," ХАШ IGOR. BUT THE OLD MAN STILL 
DID NOT CALM DONN. HE STILL LOOKED QFFENDED, 
AND AFTER А WHILE HE RETREATED ХОМЕЙНЕКЕ 
INTO SECLUSION. IGOR NTAYED AND LOOKED AT THE 
FOSSIL THOUGHTFULLY. NO WHERE CAN IT BELONG, 
TO WHAT ERA? SHE IN TOO HUGE FOR HER KIND. 
TOO MUCHRERULAR. HE WILL PROBABLY RESEARCH 
THIS FOR YEARS. HE HOPED FOR IT. SUCH A WORLD 
UNIQUE WOULD NURELY GET HIM INTO THE HALL DF 
FAME OF ALL PALEONTOLOGISTS AND NCIENTINTS. 
WELL, THEY HAVE TO FIND QUT IF THEY ALREADY 
HAVE THE FOSSIL SAMPLE TAKEN. ҲО HE MADE HIN 
WAY BACK TO MR. TOBIAS. HE MET A CHILD ON A DIRT 
ROAD. A LITTLE BOY LEAVING BEHIND А PIECE DF ICE 
CREAM PLASTIC ON THE GROUND. -„ BOY] CLEAN UP 
AFTER YOURSELF, YOU EANTARDI IGOR RAGED. 
-,IHONE CHILD IS THIN?” HE WAX NERVOUS IN ALL 
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DIRECTIONS. KLUCINA NTUCK OUT HIN TONGUE АТ 
HIM AND RAN OFF XOMENHERE ALONG THE DIRT 
ROAD. -, EVERYWHERE] WHAT WILL THEY FIND AFTER 
ሀኒ IN THE NEXT FEN THOUSAND YEARS? THEY WILL 
SAY TO THEMXELVEX: WELL, THONE PEOPLE FROM 
THE HOLOCENE PERIOD, THEY HAD TO BE NICE PIEN. 
THE PLAXTIC AGE. THE ANTHROPOCENE AGE, THE 
YOUNGEST PART OF THE QUATERNARY PERIOD. YEN, 
THE EXACT PERIOD WHEN HUMANITY BEGAN TO HAVE 
Å STRONG IMPACT ON PLANET EARTH” HE TURNED 
AGAIN TO FACE THE HUGE SNAIL THAT SURVIVED AX 
A PIECE OF FOSSIL FOR SEVERAL HUNDREDS OF 
THOUSANDS OR EVEN MILLIONS OF YEARS ХО THAT 
THEY COULD NOW EXAMINE IT. HE FINALLY CAME 
BACK TO THE TENT. -, YEN. SANDSTONE, LIMESTONE 
AND SOMETHING WE CANNOT YET IDENTIFY WITH 
DUR INSTRUMENTY. -, III THE UNKNOWN MINERAL IS 
STILL NOT EROWIN&? -„ГМ AFRAID NOT QUITE. NE 
ONLY HAVE BASIC DEVICEN HERE. THE SPECIALIZED 
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ONES ARE NOT NUPPONED TO ARRIVE UNTIL NEXT 
WEEK." -, DAMN, THIN IX WORK,” OBJECTED 
IGOR- BUT, BUT, THE FIRST DAY AT WORK AND 
YOURE ALREADY GETTING UPSET,” MR. TOBIAS 
JØKED.-, NHO TOOK THE SAMPLES?" IGOR 
CONTINUED TO ASK, "OUR YOUNG LABORATORY 
ASSISTANTS. THEY ARE NOW BACK ON THE PROPER 
LAND IN EUROPE" EXPLAINED SIMON. "NERE THE 
TESTS COMPLETE?" THE ARCHAEOLOGIST WAN STILL 
GETTING EXCITED. ~, "YES, THE OVERALL SCAN НАХ 
TAKEN PLACE. NE HAVE THE WHOLE LAZARUS IN 
шш" SIMON TURNED DN НІХ PREVIEW ON ONE OF 
НІХ SCREENS. -WHAT ABOUT VENTA? -,NE ALSO 
HAVE THEM MAPPED.” —,0KAY. PRINT ME ALL THE 
INFORMATION YOU HAVE OBTAINED XO FAR. I NEED 
TO READ IT, COMMANDED I&OR.-,MR. IGORS" 
- YES?" HE LOOKED UP FROM THE PILE OF PAPERS 
FULL OF LAZAR DATA TIED TOGETHER WITH A PAPER 
CLIP.-, I HAVE TO BREAK THE NEWS THAT HURRICANE 
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HAKTOR IN IMMINENT. EVERYONE MUST EVACUATE 
TO. SAFETY. THERE IN AN ARTIFICIALLY CREATED 
UNDERGROUND SHELTER ON THE EDGE DF THE 
RENORT. SO THEY HEADED THERE. ALREADY FROM А 
DISTANCE, THEY COULD SEE EVERYONE CONVERGING 
ON THOSE STEEL DOORS THAT LED TO А HIDEQUT 
THAT WAX PRIMARILY MARKED АХ А WAREHOUSE. 
THERE WERE YOUNG INTERNS, LAB WORKERN, 
RESEARCH MEMBERS, CHILDREN, NATIVES, AND 
UTHER PEOPLE WHO XOMEHON THEY EITHER 
PARTICIPATED IN THE RESEARCH OF LAZARUN OR 
FOUND THEMNELVEN IN THE NAME PLACE AT THE 
ХАМЕ TIME. HURRICANE HAKTOR CAME EARLIER 
THAN ANYONE EXPECTED. THE WIND BROKE THE 
TREES AND THE NAVES OF THE NEA ROSE TO METER 
HEIGHTS. THE CLOUDN OVER THE INLAND TURNED 
BLACK AND ONE OF THEM EVEN HAD A BOLT OF 
LIGHTNING THAT STRUCK STRAIGHT INTO THE 
FOSSIL NNAIL. EVERYONE WHO SAN THIS WAS FULL 
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OF FEAR THAT SOMETHING WOULD HAPPEN TO THE 
OLD EXCAVATION. HOWEVER, IT NLOWLY BEGAN TO 
CRACK FROM THE MIDDLE, AND A GLOW OF 
LUMINOUS. ENERGY CAME QUT OF THE CRACK. IT NAX 
A VERY DISTURBING SIEHT, BUT THEY WERE ALL 
FORCED TO MOVE TO THE HIDING PLACE. THE TRIO 
DF IGOR, SIMON AND MR. TOBIAS WERE AMONG THE 
FIRST THERE, NO THEY NET UP A PLACE AT THE 
ENTRANCE, WHERE THEY HAD ALL THE PEOPLE FROM 
THE UXIR RESEARCH CAMP UNDER THEIR 
SUPERVISION. VE SCREENS OF THE DEVICES YOU 
HAD BROUGHT HERE IN THE MEANTIME WITH THE 
STATUS OF LAZARUS AND HE IMMEDIATELY SHOWED 
HIMSELF TO BE OVERLOADED. -„FOR GOD'S SAKHI 
THIS IX A VERY SERIOUS CONDITION)” MR. TOBIAS 
LAMENTED. -,YEX, BUT HUMAN LIVEN HAVE 
PRIORITY,” IGOR INSISTED. -, BUT THE ENTIRE MOST 
IMPORTANT OBJECT OF RESEARCH IS IN А DEXOLATE 
STATE] WE HAVE TO DO SOMETHINGP -, HEN 
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HURRICANE HAKTOR | NUENIDEN] HAVE YOU LOST 
YOUR MIND, MR. TOBIAS?" MR. TOBIAS CALMED 
DOWN, BUT IT NAS OBVIOUS THAT HE МАХ IN GREAT 
PANIC. AT АМ UNEXPECTED MOMENT, THE PEOPLE 
RUSHING TO THE SHELTER NAN A PERSON RUSHING 
TOWARDS THE LAZARUS FOSSIL IT WAX THE OLD 
MYSTIC THAT IGOR МЕТ. HE RECOGNIZED HIM BY THE 
OLD MANN GAIT EVEN FROM А DISTANCE. HE ТООК A 
FEN NTEPN DUT DF THE COVER BETWEEN THE 
PEOPLE NURROUNDINE HIM IN THE OPPOXITE 
DIRECTION INTO THE COVER ТО GET А BETTER VIEN. 
THE MYNTIG FOUND HIMSELF TOO CLOSE TO AN 
ОРЕМ SOURCE DF ENERGY, FROM WHICH A SHARP 
STREAM OF ENERGY НЕЙ INTO THE MYXTICX 
FIGURE, WHICH WAX SENT FLYING SEVERAL METERS 
AWAY IN A CHARRED FORM Br ITS PONER. 

„FUR GODS SAKE” IGOR EXCLAIMED. -„ТНЕ 
NUMBERN HERE SHOW ME A COMPLETE DVERVOLTARE 
DF ELECTRICITY!” SIMON WONDERED ALOUD FROM 
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THE DINTANCE. -, NE HAVE TO CLOSE THE COVERT 
SOMEONE CALLED OUT FROM THE COVER. ЩОК 
CHECKED THAT NO ONE НАҚ ANYWHERE AND AFTER 
THE LAST ARRIVALS HE CLOSED THE STEEL DOOR 
DF THE SHELTER BEHIND HIM, IN WHICH THE 
EXTERNAL GENERATOR MAX AUTOMATICALLY 
STARTED. SECURITY WAX ENSURED. WHEN THEY 
CLIMBED OUT, THE FOSSILIZED SNAIL MAX COVERED 
IN A LAYER OF SOMETHING THAT COULD NOT BE 
EANILY IDENTIFIED AT FIRST. IT NAS A STRANGE 
SYNTHESIS DF CRYSTALLINE ICE THAT FLOWED 
INSIDE AND CHANGED APPEARANCE UXT LIKE 
PLASMA. THE CENTER OF LAZARUS MAS FROZEN ON 
THE SURFACE, BUT INSIDE, UNDER THE LAYER OF 
THAT SOLID STATE, WHATEVER IT MAX, THAT 
STRANGE AND UNSTABLE FLUID МАХ XWARMING, AX 
IF FROM SOME SPRING. THE MONT SPECIAL THING 
ABOUT THE WHOLE THING WAX THAT SHE COULD 
ALSO FLOW AGAINST THE LAWS OF GRAVITY, IE. 
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FROM THE MIDDLE UP. AND IN THIS WAY IT 
SURROUNDED THE ENTIRE FONNIL AND WHERE IT 
NETTLED IT SLOWLY BEGAN TO SOLIDIFY AND THEN 
CRYNTALLIZE AN IMPRESSIVE SIEHT ІМ ALL THE 
TRIGGER AROUND. THE SKY WAX GRAY AND 
OVERCAXT. FORTUNATELY, THE WIND НАХ STOPPED. 
THERE WAX SILENCE. PEOPLE SLONLY AND 
CAREFULLY CAME QUT OF THE NHELTER AND PUT 
THEMSELVES AND THE UNIR CAMP IN ORDER. IGOR, 
WITH TMO LIGHTLY ARMED STATION GUARDS, NENT 
TO THE HALF-FALLEN SCAFFOLDING AROUND THE 
GIANT FOSSIL. FROST MAX EMANATING FROM HIM. IT 
WAX FELT FROM A DISTANCE AND GREW NTRONRER 
WITH PROXIMITY. WHEREVER THEY COULD, THEY 
MADE THEIR WAY TO THE VERY CENTER OF LAZARUS, 
WHERE THE DEAD BODY OF THE OLD MYSTIC LAY. 
HIN BODY MAX BURNED, NCARRED FROM THE DARK 
DISCHARGE, AND HIN BODY WAX FROZEN TO A PIECE 
DF \CAFFOLDING. HARD TO BELIEVE AND YET REAL. 
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WITH A ROAR, LAZAR PLUNGED SEVERAL NUMBERS 
DEEP INTO THE GROUND, FROM WHICH НЕ STARED 
QUT FROM НІХ THREE-QUARTERS. -„ТНЕ STONE IX 
NINKINE ONE DF THE GUARDS CALLED QUT IN A 
PANIC. -„СОМЕ ON, LET'S GO BEFORE WE FALL ТО 
THE GROUND WITH ITP IGOR RESPONDED IN TIME. 
LAZAR WAS REALLY SINKING INTO THE GROUND. THE 
LIVING TRIO MADE IT BACK ТО THE SHELTER WHERE 
MOST OF THE PEOPLE STILL REMAINED. "HEN DEAD, 
THAT OLD МҮХТІС," XAN IGOR  BREATHLENNLY. 
IMMEDIATELY THEY ALL FLEN TO HIM LIKE 
VULTURES AND BEGAN TO QUESTION HIM. NO ONE 
WANTED TO BELIEVE WHAT WAN RIGHT IN FRONT OF 
EVERYONE'S EYES. THE STORM ХОМЕНОЙ 
AFFECTED THE CENTER OF GRAVITY OF THE EARTH 
UNDER THIS PIECE DF THE ISLAND, THE WHOLE 
THING IX IN MOTION HERE, WE HAVE TO GET OUT OF 
HERE,” ANNOUNCED SIMON AND TAPPED ON ONE OF 
НІХ SCREENS WITH RED-COLORED CALCULATIONS. 
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-, HAVE ALREADY ASKEN THE XUTECH САМР FOR 
SUPPORT. THEY REPLIED IMMEDIATELY THAT THEY 
WERE SENDING HELICOPTERS HERE” -,EREAT," MAN 
THE ONLY THING THAT MR. TOBIAS, NHO MÁX THERE 
WITH NERVES, COULD MANAGE. -,НОН LONE ARE 
THEY HERE?” IGOR’ ASKED. -JIN AN HOUR,” 
ANNWERED SIMON. EVACUATION HELICOPTERS PICKED 
UP ALL THE RESIDENTS OF THE USIK CAMP AND 
ЕГЕЙ THEM TO THE OTHER NUTECH RESEARCH САМР 
ON THE OPPOSITE SIDE OF THE INLAND. IGOR МАХ 
JUST SAYING GOODBYE TO THE BEAUTIFUL 
TRILOBITE FROM AFAR, WHICH WAX CURRENTLY 
COVERED IN ICE. HIN MIND HAD NOTHING ELSE ON 
HIS MIND. NAN IT REALLY THE HURRICANE THAT 
CAUXED THE GROUND BENEATH THE NITE TO BEGIN 
TO COLLAPSE, THE WAY LAZARUS WAS CURRENTLY 
SINKING TO HALF ITS MIZE? WHAT ABOUT THE 
STRANGE GEYSER OF PLASMA FLUID THAT STARTED 
TO FREEZE OVER TIME THE WHOLE FOSSIL WAS 
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ACTING LIKE NOME NORT OF CHILL GENERATOR. 
EVERYTHING AROUND HER \LOWLY BEGAN ТО BE 
COVERED WITH THE NAME LAYER OF CRYSTALLINE 
ICE, WHICH WAX STILL GROWING, BUT ПУ CENTER, 
WHERE THE FROST CAME FROM, МАХ SINKING DEEPER 
AND DEEPER BELOW THE SURFACE ОЕ THE NEA. THE 
GIANT FOSSIL WAS NOW ENGULFED BY THE WAVES OF 
THE SEA, WHICH WERE ALSO \TIRRED BY THE 
STRANGE ENERGY. THE ХАМПҮТОМЕ THAT HAD 
PREVIOUSLY HELD HER NOW DROPPED HER FROM HIN 
MOLTEN ARMS UNDER THE WEIGHT OF THE FROST. 
LAZAR NOW LOOKED TO IGOR LIKE NOME KIND OF 
INSTRUMENT OF DEATH, WHICH HAD SURVIVED THE 
ICE ARE HERE AND UXHERED IN THE NEXT ONE. WAY 
THIS WHOLE ADVENTURE A HARBINGER OF THE END 
DF OUR INTERGLACIAL AGE? 
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FX UPON A TIME HERE NAG АСА ለ STRANGE ЯР ON 


NAG ARANY ONE AFTERNOON AND NOTICED AN ам LARGE 
NUMBER OF PPE CROINZING ARBUN? THE PEPIA/EP ТЕМ? POR 
“NE ON THE STREET HE PAGED OVER ONE OF THE Hops THAT HE 
THOUGHT NAG РКОРДВМ THE Most ሀሟ% TT NAG such AN ор 
NIEREN TENT: HONEVER, THE AIER CORRECTED HIM THAT IT A 
NOT A TENT BUT A СКЕДОКЕ TRAP: PULGAR NONDERED VERY MUCH 

NHAT THE CHARLATAN NAG TELING HIM, BUT ONCE HE AN THAT MORE 
POPE WERE D NEREEY IN THE TEM, HE PREFERRED 
ሠ BM ቨ AT AN UN PRICE BEDRE THE HAGGING: WHICH HE 
ДЕР То INIRE I cost AF THE Cost oF ለ NEIN TENT, BUT STIL 
LOOKED PRISTINE ON THE INSIDE HE AN ላ POCKET IN WHICH NAS 
ТОР A መጩ MH VARDS INSTRUCTIONS INDEED, IT NAG 
WRITTEN АРАП A CRENURE TRAP: HE STIL COMDNT BEIEVE He 
Tr, НЕ ВАР RUB ҖЕ STICKY ጩለዖጅ ONM NJ THE MOMENT NHEN 
HE PIT THEM ON AGAIN DID HE UNDERSTAND THAT THIS Wows 
PROPABM BE THE (M BENE EITHER ҖЕ GS NERE ሠ LONG 
THAT THEY PROTRUZED HARINA OUT ፓዝጅዝመቬ OR THE TENT NAG 

95 


тро SMALL PUT IT NANT A TENT, IT NAG A ORENURETRAP: HE HAD 
TR ACCEPT IT: HE COUDNT EVEN STRAIGHTEN HIS HERO ON HIS NECK IN 
TT: HE СМЕЕ OUT AN? КЕДР THE MANUAL AGAIN. TT AID То [EVE THE 
TENT N SOME STRANGE PLAGG IKE A NIP PRET ላ CARING NIH 
HERRIN ҚЕоқу OR A CN N JT ወሀ ҚМ EE A 
CARVER Де LONG ለፉ THERE NAG SOMETHING ABOUT IT THAT (од? 
ATTRACT HE CRENURES P ENTER THE TENT ASA DAGAR 
INONDERED F TT NU” EE ENOUGH THAT THE NM THING OF 
INTERBT IN He GARDEN Now ВЕ HE VIAPDAED TENT EN 
HICH HE HAD ЕТТ AF ҖЕ EEK ARV 90 HE EFT IT IN ҖЕ 
GARTEN AND» ACCORDING TR THE INSTRUCTIONS, HE NAG #ДРРӘ5ЕР p 
INSERTA CANDIE IND ቨ ብ РК AND HMH IT THERE OVERNIGHT: IT 
ЕМЕ? D HIM IKEA BAD КЕ HE TENT IS GOING T2 BURN WELL IT 
PINT CATCH FIRE HE (M HF BURNEP INSIDE HIM AND MADE 
STRANGE PATTERN? oN HF HEN NAL THAT REMINDED HIM OF THE 
ቪዲ FIRE HE HAD REN? ABOUT IN SOME Book INIEN HE STIL HAD 
THE PATIENCE PR IT: PORE GONG То AEP ҖЕ CHEKE WHETHER 
IT NAG BURNING HE DIDNT BURN. HE DECIDED THAT F IT DIDNT 
BURN AND NOTHING GOT CAUGHT IN IT HE No? HH IT TR THE 
c FAT THE NEXT MORNING HE NAG MORE THAN ЯКРКЪЕ/. 
“IN Nhe TIGHTUPPED. HE OPENED IT MHH A TIE PRE ANZ 
PEERED NAVE Å BROKEN [EPRECHAUN LAV IN IT: HE NAG AG CAUGHT 
ሯ MICE IN A TRAP: PULGAR ዝፍ WHITE HE ICKY TOK ላ 
POSITION NET TR THE TENT АМ? HAD То CATCH ҖЕ ЕКЕ IRT HE 
CALEED HE CREARE FROM THE TENT. ዝና DIDNT MAKE DAGAR ANY 
ER A ج‎ ETA AR 


MAE DAGAR HAD ወ BREATHE FOR A NALE LONGER AN? NAT 
PR #в PMN TR ETE በህህሪ HE STARTER TALKING To THE 
BEING FROM ДЕЕ “ዘ ARE ИГИТ? -»ЇМ Део LARGEM 
HUMANOID LIKE Мо SIR: ТМ JUST LIC ENOUGH T ВЕ N To CONTROL 
THE МДЕ КЩ AND DIMENSIONAL MNE OF MAGIC" Ае LAR 
(НЕР То #4 LIKE THs HE СОНЯРЕКЕР A NEN 10. ЕДИ HM 
THERE AFTER A VETTER, JFT IN c (RONEN AND አቭ LINE A 
MOIE IN ATRAP- "TIL M Vol THE Pouch, JUST ЕТ ME 69, CAME 
THE PENING VOICE OF THE RED ЕРКЕЖДИ IN IN A GREEN я: 
PULGAR NAG INTRIGUED BA HE OFFER, NN THE ACT THAT HE 
HAD THE PEEING THAT НЕ NAG HALIONATING: НЕ ACCEPTED IT ለህ 
FREED THE GOBIN FROM THE GRIP OF THE TRAP: HE CLIMBED ЛТ OF 
THE TENT IN PAN AND ANING AN? - PEAPPENREP: -»URICINAL 


БАК, LAMENTED. Вит WHEN ИЙНЕ HE TENG ላ BAG oF CN 
APPEARED al OF NONWERE E TR IF PALGAR Too TT АН? POURED 
IT እመ Не HAM fr NAG PENES. HADREDS To THOMAS OF 
NE. 
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(ጋርን 
LELEVISION 
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WE WERE DRIVING IN ል CAR, RAINDROPS FELL SLOWLY AND 
RHYTHMICALLY ON THE WINDSHIELD AND HOOD, ALL THE 
SEATS WERE OCCUPIED AND ABOVE ALL ^ THE TRUNK WAS 
FULL. IN IT LAY THE BROKEN BODY OF А FEMALE. HIS GUTS 
WERE CRAWLING OUT AND THE CAR CREAKED AND MOANED 
WITH EVERY MOVEMENT, EVERYONE IN THE CAR KNEW VERY WELL 
WHAT TO DO AND SO EVERYONE WAS SILENT. EVEN THE CAR 
DEALERS WERE SILENT, WHICH IS SAYING SOMETHING. THE 
LOAD WE HAVE IN THE BACK OF THE TRUNK WAS ALREADY 
SEVERAL. TIMES. WE ARE THEIR HUNTERS, ONCE We GET OUR 
HANDS ON IT, WE WON'T LET IT GO. We LOAD HER INTO THE 
TRUNK AND TAKE HER TO A LONELY PLACE WHERE WE WILL 
FINISH HER LIFE. BUT THE ONE WE HAVE NOW IN THE TRUNK IS 
ALREADY VERY BADLY DAMAGED. ONE OF US THREW HER TO 
THE GROUND AS SHE STRUGGLED. IF SHE WERE A LITTLE MORE 
HUMAN, ESPECIALLY IN APPEARANCE, SHE COULD BE 
DECLARED А CROSSBREED, WHICH IS THE URBAN DESIGNATION 
FOR A CHRISTIAN WOMAN. SHE CAME FROM A RELIGIOUS 
FAMILY. SHE DEVOTED HERSELF TO HER SO MUCH THAT SHE 
COULD BE COMPARED TO A MEMBER OF THAT FAMILY WHO 
NEEDS THE KIND OF ATTENTION SHE WAS GETTING. WE FINALLY 
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ARRIVED. WE WERE FAR BEYOND THE TRAIN STATION, THIS AREA 
BELONGED ONLY TO OUTLAWS. | PULLED THE HANDBRAKE AND 
TURNED OFF THE ENGINE, THEY ALL GRABBED THE DOOR 
HANDLES AND CLIMBED OUT. | OPENED THE TRUNK AND LOOKED 
INTO THAT CLOUDED ЕУЕ, IT WAS CRACKED. We EACH TOOK 
HER BY A PART OF HER BODY AND THREW HER ON THE DIRTY 
AND WET GROUND. YOU COULD See SHE WAS SUFFERING. TWO 
OF US WERE IN FAVOR OF JUST LEAVING HER THERE TO GO ON 
HER OWN WAY OVER TIME, THE OTHER TWO OF US, INCLUDING 
MYSELF, WERE OF THE OPINION THAT IT WOULD BE BETTER TO 
ARRIVE AT THE SPOT, WE SEARCHED THE SCENE FOR А WHILE 
FOR OUR FINAL WEAPON. IT WAS A METAL WEIGHT. IT 
WEIGHED ABOUT FIFTEEN KILOS, BUT BEFORE THE TWO ОҒ US 
REACHED OUR VICTIM, THE OTHER TWO WERE BEATING HER 
HEAD TO HEAD WITH А TELESCOPE, HOWEVER, IT WAS NOT 
BRAND NEW, 60 DURING ONE OF THE BLOWS, ITS TELESCOPIC 
PART FLEW AWAY. THEY ALREADY SAW US COMING BACK AND 
MOVED OUT OF THE WAY. CLENCH YOUR LEGS, ENGAGE EVERY 
MUSCLE IN YOUR ARMS AND THROW A LITTLE WEIGHT, THAT 
PIECE OF METAL. THEN, IN AN ADRENALINE-SLOW MOMENT, TO 
WATCH HOW THAT PIECE OF IRON DESTROYS HER COMPLETELY, 
HOW HE PENETRATED HER BODY THROUGH HER GLASSY GAZE. | 
ҰЛЫ, NEVER FORGET THE SOUND OF ITS COMPONENTS 
CRUSHING. 
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FINGER GAME 
PN 


URNALIST BALTAZAR GOT INTO А TAXI AT THE 
OF THE CAPITAL SUKHUMI. HE WAS 
KHAZTAN, AS WAS HIS TAXI DRIVER, 

E. BACK HOME. MR, BALTAZAR," HE. GREETED 
HIM IN THE REARVIEW MIRROR, 

- WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE BROUGHT TO YOUR HOME, AS 
USUAL? BALTAZAR 100КЕ) UP FROM UNDER Å WHITE 
FLANNEL HAT THAT MATCHED HIS SUIT, ALSO WHITE 
AND FLANNEL 

-„ YES, TAKE ME TO THE RIVIERA" НЕ SPECIFIED, 
BECAUSE HE НА) MORE HOMES. THE YOUNG TAXI 
DRIVER NODDED, STRAIGHTENED HIS REAR VIEW 
MIRROR, PUT IT ІМ GEAR AND DROVE OFF. HE TOOK A 
FAMOUS JOURNALIST АМ) A NATIVE ОҒ ABKHAZIA 
NAMED BALTAZAR THROUGH THE ENTIRE CITY, WHICH 
WAS THE METROPOLIS OF ONE OF THE MOST VISITED 
COUNTRIES IN RUSSIA THE ROAD WAS DRY AND THE 
RAINDROPS RHYTHMICALLY FELL ON THE STRUCTURE OF 
THE CAR, Å YELLOW TAXI STOPPED NEAR THE BEACH ОҒ 
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THE TOWN, WHERE HIS REGULAR CUSTOMER GOT OUT, 
LEANING ON HIS CANE, AND WALKED AT A LETSURELY 
РАСЕ. TO HIS HOUSE. FIRST HE UNLOCKED IT AND 
ENTERED, ONLY WHEN НЕ. CLOSED THE DOOR BEHIND 
HIM. DID THE TAXI DRIVE OFF. HE. TRADITIONALLY 
CHANGED INTO RABBIT FUR. SLIPPERS, HE REACHED 
THE. KITCHEN, WHERE HE. TURNED ON THE CRYSTAL 
CHANDELIER НЕ. HAD. BROUGHT FROM. THE. CZECH 
REPUBLIC. HE PUT HIS HAT ON THE LINE AND PULLED 
OUT HIS HOMEMADE AWAR; WHICH HE LOVED 50 
MUCH, FROM THE. PANTRY. A FAMILY RECIPE. FIRST; 
HE STUCK THE DINNER KNIFE UNDER THE LID OF THE 
CANNING JAR АМ) LOOSENED IT WITH A LIGHT LEVER, 
BEFORE HE OPENED THE JAR. AFTER UNSCREWING. THE 
САР, HE SCOOPED UP А BIT OF THAT EXCEPTIONAL 
AMAR ON THE FLAT SIDE OF THE KNIFE. НЕ KNEW 
THAT THE KNIFE SHOULD NOT BE PUT IN. THE MOUTH, 
BUT HE WAS HAPPY ТО DO IT ANYWAY. IT WAS A СИТЕ 
BAD HABIT OF HIS THAT HE KEPT ONLY AT HOME. NO 
O OH ABOUT. HIM, AT LEAST THEY HOPED 80. НЕ 
ATE THE WHOLE GLASS LIKE THIS, NOT EVEN BITING А 
PIECE OF PASTRY TO GO.WITH IT. НЕ DIDN'T HAVE ANY 
AT HOME ANYWAY. MAYBE A PIECE ОҒ HARDENED 
LEFTOVER BREAD, АМ) THAT TOO IF HE LOOKED 
CAREFULLY. HE HADNT BEEN HOME FOR MORE THAN 
THREE. MONTHS. HIS FAMILY AND FRIENDS SHOULD BE 
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CONTACTED. JUST BECAUSE ОҒ THE CONFUSION, HE 
DIDNT EVEN KNOW WHERE TO START AFTER RETURNING 
ТО HIS HOMELAND. HE WALKED. OVER TO THE CALENDAR 
WALL IN THE NEXT ROOM. Ir WAS AUGUST 25TH. 
TOMORROW WILL BE THE DAY OF RECOGNITION OF THE 
INDEPENDENCE OF ABKHAZIA. ACTUALLY, IT WILL ВЕ 
IN A FEW HOURS, HE LOOKED AT THE. CLOCK THAT HUNG 
ON THE WALL OPPOSITE THE CALENDAR. IT WAS EIGHT 
IN THE EVENING. НЕ CHECKED THEM WITH. HIS 
WRISTWATCH, THEY WOULD NEED READJUSTING. SO YOU 
RESET THEM. НЕ НА) THEM ON-HIS LEFT HAND. THE 
ONE. WHERE. HE WAS MISSING HALF OF HIS MIDDLE 
FINGER AND ONE JOINT OF HIS LITTLE FINGER. 

IN THE MORNING, HE TOOK IT TO THE LOCAL 
RESIDENTIAL AREA, WHERE HIS 000) OLD FRIEND 
JIREK WAS LIVING HIS LIFE IN HIS HOUSE. -MYOU 
SHOULD HIRE ANOTHER. МАТ), JIREKA THAT ONE IS 
BARELY ENOUGH TO. CLEAN THE WHOLE HOUSE," JOKED 
BALTAZAR AT THE WELCOME. АМ) TOOK OFF HIS HAT 
WHEN НЕ ENTERED THE ROOM. -,<BAAL! YOU. OLD 
DEVIL," THE OLD МАМ ON THE BED COUGHED. - WHERE 
DID THE DEVILS BRING YOU FROM?" -,1 RETURNED 
FROM CRIMEA LAST NIGHT." >, BUT? SO THE GAMBLING 
DIDNT GET OVER YOU EVEN AFTER FORIY?" THE OJD 
MAN WONDERED. BALTAZAR JUST SMILED. "SOON, А 
LONG ARTICLE ABOUT WHAT IS HAPPENING THERE WILL 
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BE PUBLISHED," THE JOURNALIST BOASTED. 
- UNFORTUNATELY, I'M NOT SURE IF TLL LIVE TO SEE 
IT, MY FRIEND. MY CONDITION IS GETTING MORE 
SERIOUS EVERY DAY," OLD JIREK COUGHED AGAIN: 
BALTAZAR GRABBED HIS HANDS WITH HIS RIGHT HAND 
AND CLOSED HIS EYES. -,,YOU WILL GO ТО PARADISE 
JIREK, I CAN FEEL IT. YOU'RE MY FAMILY, TLL TAKE 
CARE. OF EVERYTHING AFTER YOU'RE. GONE 

YOU HAVE MY WORD OF HONOR," THE JOURNALIST 
PAUSED. - „1 KNOW. ONLY A REAL МАМ CAN LEAVE WITH 
HONOR," = THE WAY JIREK ALWAYS TAUGHT ME" 
= PLEASE ARRANGE. SO THAT MY GRANDDAUGHTER DOES 
NOT LOOK INTO THE COFFIN WHEN EVERYONE IS THERE 
LOOKING AT ME EMBALMED, LIKE SOME EXHIBITION IN 
А MUSEUM. SHE REALLY, REALLY LIKES MUSEUMS AND T 
DONT WANT TO .SPOIL IT FOR HER" -,,JIREK, DONT 
WORRY, YOU HAVE MY WORD." "BAAL, YOU HAVE NEVER 
TOLD ME WHERE YOU LOST YOUR FINGER ON YOUR RIGHT 
HAND," THE OLD MAN ON THE BED CHANGED THE 
SUBJECT. BALTHAZAR STOPPED. YOU COULD TELL HE 
DIDNT WANT TO TALK ABOUT IT. BUT THE OLD MANS 
EYES WERE ABLE TO MELT THE ICE IN BALTHAZARS 
HEART. -„МҮ DOG BIT HIM." THE OLD MAN'S HOARSE 
EXPECTED A LOT, BUT THIS™ A NURSE APPEARED 
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LEAVE, MR. JIREK MUST ВЕ CAM!" SHE WAS 
UNPLEASANT, ለና NURSES CAN. BE SOMETIMES. SO 
BALTHAZAR SAID GOODBYE AND. WENT OUT. “NORMALLY 
HE WOULD HAVE CALLED А TAXE DRIVER, BUT TODAY 
WAS INDEPENDENCE. DAY. EVERYWHERE. OUTSIDE THERE 
WERE DECORATIONS ALL OVER THE. CITY. THE MAIN 
STREET WAS LINED WITH DECORATIONS ON LAMPS THAT 
COVERED EACH OTHER IN VARIOUS WAYS. PEOPLE WERE 
CHEERFUL AND SMILING. HE COULDN'T HAVE PLANNED 
SUCH. A HOMECOMING BETTER. THERE WAS АМ 
ATMOSPHERE. OF PREPARATION FOR THE DINNER, WHEN 
THE WHOLE TOWN. WOULD BE SURROUNDED. BY PEOPLE 
IN COSTUMES AND COVERED IN FIREWORKS. MUSIC AND 
SINGING WILL FLY LIKE SUMMER BUTTERFLIES ALL OVER 
THE CITY. CONFETTI INSTEAD OF STRIFE. IT WAS 
AUGUST 26 - Å DAY WHEN EVERYONESTHINKS ONLY OF 
CELEBRATIONS. 


HE EVENTUALLY FELL INTO. ONE OF HIS FAVORITE 
SPOTS. HE'S BEEN COMING HERE All. HIS LIFE WHEN 
HE'S IN HIS HOMETOWN. JIREK PULLED HIM OUT OF 
HERE. HERE ІМ THIS PUTICA WITH A SMALL 
INSCRIPTION ABOVE THE ENTRANCE ON A YELLOWED 
GOROZANKIN SIGN. IT MEANT WINE AND TOBACCO. THE 
SAME SIGN WAS ALMOST EVERYWHERE IN THE СПИ, 
BUT ONLY THIS ONE WAS OLD ENOUGH TO BE THE. REAL 
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ONE. AND REALLY, THEY ONLY HAD LOCAL WINES AND 
TOBACCO HERE. ILJA, THE BARMAN, STOOD BEHIND 
THE BAR IN A CLASSIC WAY, AND AS SOON AS HE SAV 
BALTAZAR, HE SHOUTED. -,,8РШ- THE КЕ) MY FRIEND 
AND. CUT. THE CIGARS! WE WILL CELEBRATE!” 
BALTHAZAR EXCLATMED. 

-„$0 HOW ARE YOU DOING? I HAVENT BEEN HERE IN 
A QUARTER OF A YEAR, MAN." -,, FOOTBALL 18 
STAGNATING. THE NATIONAL LEAGUE 1057 ITS BEST 
PLAYER THIS SEASON. THE BASTARD WHO PINCHED HIM 
GOT А RED CARD. BUT WITH THAT CAME A DECLINE IN 
BETTING. THIS YEAR IS GOING TO BE MISERABLE." 
-,THAT'S PRETTY. UNPLEASANT NEWS," SIGHED 
BALTAZAR, -, BUT WE WILL NOT DEAL WITH THAT. 
TODAY. IPS А DAY TO RECOGNIZE OUR FREEDOM!” 
- MILL OTHER GUESTS ARRIVE, ILJO?" „ES, 1 HAVE. Á 
RESERVATION HERE FROM THE AFTERNOON." -n GREAT," 
BALTAZAR TOASTED. WITH ILJA. THE BUSINESS WAS 
FILLED BEFORE THEY НА) TIME TO FINISH THE THIRD 
GLASS ОҒ TWO DECKS. AT LUNCH THERE WAS EVEN THE 
FAMOUS HOT SAUCES FOR WHICH: ABKHAZIA WAS SO 
FAMOUS. AROUND THEM WERE FRESH PASTRIES, 
SAUSAGES AND OTHER DISHES, SUCH AS CHEESES, NUTS 
АМ) CANAPÉS. THEIR TABLE WAS FILLED WITH 
FAMILIAR FACES, IT WAS РАКА AND IVANYA A 
MATURE LADY A LITTLE YOUNGER THAN BALTAZAR, THEY 
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НА) KNOWN EACH OTHER FROM THIS COMPANY FOR Å 
LONG TIME. "WILL YOU FINALLY TELL US WHERE YOUVE 
BEEN FOR SO LONG?" ONE OF THEM ASKED AS SHE 
PLACED Å PIECE OF GOTHAM SALAMI ON HER PLATE. 
"WHEN WE MOVESTO THE BACK LOUNGE,” BALTAZAR 
DECIDED. "50 WHAT АКЕ WE WAITING FOR?" WHEN 
THE GUESTS HAVE. CLEARED OUT." THEY WAITED UNTIL 
NIGHT. THE PUB CLOSED TO VISITORS Å LITTLE BEFORE 
MIDNIGHT, SO THAT EVERYONE CO GO OUTSIDE TO 
THE STREET, WHERE THERE IS Å BEAUTIFUL VIEW OF 
THE CITY SKY ILLUMINATED BY THE TRADITIONAL 
MIDNIGHT FIREWORKS. AFTER THAT, THE PEOPLE ON 
THE STREETS DISPERSED TO THEIR HOMES OR TO 
OTHER ENTERTAINMENT. ÅS WELL AS THE FEW 
FAMILIAR GUESTS ОҒ THIS ESTABLISHMENT, WHO 
MOVED INSIDE TO THE BACK LOUNGE, WHERE THE. 
GODFATHERS AND GODMOTHERS ОҒ THE TOWN HAVE 
BEEN MEETING SINCE TIME IMMEMORIAL НЕКЕ, 
BEHIND LOCKED DOORS, GAMBLING OR BUSINESS WAS 
BEEN," THE GUESTS, COULDNT WAIT FOR BALTAZARS 
TRAVELOGUE. -, IN CRIMEA I HAD AN URGE TO VISIT 
THAT DANGEROUS: PLACE. WE ALL KNOW THAT THERE 
WAS ANNEXATION, BUT I FOUND OUT THE REAL REASON 
WHY IT HAPPENED. THE MEDIA TELLS US LIES." A 
MURMUR OF WHISPERS AND AMAZEMENT FILLED THE 
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ROOM. „SO WHAT'S GOING ON THERE? BALTHAZAR, 
SAY." -,1М FACT, PARANORMAL ACTIVITY HAS 
OCCURRED THERE. THAT'S WHY THE WHOLE ОҒ CRIMEA 
IS OCCUPIED." - I HAD THE FEELING THAT THERE WAS 
Å CIVIL WAR THERE," SAID ONE OF THE. GUESTS. IT 
IS PARTLY SO. BUT THE MEDIA ONLY GIVE US A 
HUNDREDTH. OF THE TRUTH. THE SITUATION. ІМ CRIMEA 
BORDERS ON CIVIL WAR AND ANNEXATION. HOWEVER, 
THE BIGGEST ENEMY THERE ARE THE SUPERNATURAL 
PHENOMENA IT IS COMPLICATED BY THE ENTIRE 
ARMY, WHICH HOLDS THE ENTIRE TERRITORY IN A 
COMPLETE. GRIP AND SUFFOCÄTES THE WHOLE THING 
UNDER COVER, NO WONDER, AN INTERNATIONAL 
SCANDAL COULD ARISEÆROM THIS." -,,AND WHAT KIND 
OF PHENOMENA IS HAPPENING THERE? -,, I CANT SAY 
THAT» IM ЈИЅТ AN INVESTIGATIVE. JOURNALIST: IN 
JUST А FEW DAYS, NEXT WEEK, MY ARTICLE WILL BE 
PUBLISHED IN A LOCAL NEWSPAPER SPECIAL" 

-,,YOU ARE 50 BRAVE BALTHAZAR!” DRUNK IVANYA WAS 
LEANING TOWARDS HIM. HE ALWAYS LIKED HER, HER 
BEAUTY WAS DUE TO HER INTELLIGENCE. BALTAZAR WAS 
HIMSELF DESCRIBED “AS SAPOSEXVAL INTELLIGENT 
PEOPLE EXCITED HIM, BUT EVEN THAT HAD. ITS 
COUNTERBALANCE HE ALSO. CONSIDERED HIMSELF 
SAPOPHOBIC - AFRAID OF STUPID PEOPLE. THAT'S WHY 
НЕ LIKED TO CHOOSE THIS SECRET SOCIETY, WHICH 
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WAS SUPPOSED TO ELIMINATE FROM ITS ORIGINAL 
SELECTION PEOPLE WHO WOULDNT UNDERSTAND 
SOMETHING LIKE A SECRET. 
> HOW DID YOU GET THIS JOB? Å GENTLEMAN ASKED. 
-нМҮ FRIEND JIREK OFFERED ME THIS JOB." THE 
МАМЕ CAUSED A STIR IN THE ROOM. „E МЕ TALK 
MORE ABOUT MY PROFESSION. I'M NOT SURE IF ANY ОҒ 
YOU АКЕ FAMILIAR WITH WESTERN LITERATURE, BUT 
FOR EXAMPLE, THIS QUY HUNTER S. THOMPSON. WAS 
ALSO A FAMOUS JOURNALIST. HE IS MOST FAMOUS FÜR 
HIS BOOK ABOUT LIFE ІМ THE HELLS ANGELS GANG, LE 
BIKERS COMMITTED TO THE ONLY LOUD ENGINE - 
HARLEY DAVIDSON. EVEN THIS BRAVE MAN CAME UP 
WITH THE NAME GONZO - I.E А SUBJECTIVE VIEW OF. 
SOME TARGET TOPIC, WHICH THE JOURNALIST SHOUD 
EXPERIENCE HIMSELF AND TAKE AWAY HIS 
EXPERTENCE. WEL, ІМ AN EASTERN. HUNTER S. 
THOMPSON. WAIT FOR MY ARTICLE. IT WILL OPEN YOUR 
EYES," НЕ CONCLUDED HIS PARTLY ADVERTISING 
MESSAGE АМ) WASHED IT DOWN WITH WINE. HE 
RECEIVED APPLAUSE. 
-„1 HAVE ONE MORE QUESTION," ANNOUNCED SOMEONE 
ELSE. 
- YES?" 
- WHERE DID YOU LØSE YOUR FINGERS?" BALTAZAR 
CLAPPED AND RAISED HIS LEFT HAND IN THE AIR FOR 
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HE SAID. -,,SEVERAL DECADES AGO, RIGHT HERE. IN 
THIS ROOM." THE SOUND OF WHISPERS ECHOED 
THROUGH THE ROOM: AGAIN... -,АМ) ON THE RIGHT 
HAND? BALTHAZAR STOPPED. THERE WAS A MOMENT ОҒ 
SILENCE. -, WHEN FISHING IN SIBERIA" HE FINALLY 
SAID. THIS AMUSED SOME OF THE AUDIENCE AND 
BROUGHT SOME ТО THEIR KNEES. -,,LIARS!" SOMEONE 
IN THE CROWD SUDDENLY SPOKE UP. HE SPREAD OUT. A 
BURLY МАМ IN A SUIT WITH A BOW TIE STOOD THERE. 
ү, RECOGNIZED EACH OTHER IMMEDIATELY. IT WAS 
ATOLY. 
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HE USED TO ТАКЕ BETSSON THE FINGER GAME НЕКЕ. 
THIS. IS А HISTORY THAT GOES BACK SEVERAL 
DECADES. IN THE MIDDLE OF THE FLIGHT, НЕ 
APPROACHED THE JOURNALIST, GRABBED HIS НАМ) 
AND RAISED ІТ ІМТНЕ AIR IN FRONT OF EVERYONE SO 
THAT IT COULD BE SEEN CLEARLY. -,I ASK AGAIN, 
WHERE DID YOU LOSE THAT FINGER? BALTHAZAR WAS 
SILENT, = WHERE?!" = WHEN FISHING..."=,,DON'T LIE” 
-,„І DONT THINK THERE'S ANYTHING WRONG WITH THAT 
FINGER ОҒ YOURS!" IVANYA SPOKE ANGRILY. 
BARTENDER ILYA APPROACHED THE MAN, SUGGESTING 
THAT HE LEAVE THE ROOM IMMEDIATELY, AS TWO MORE 
MEN EMERGED FROM THE CROWD. MR, ANATOLIA'S 
GORILLAS. „I MUST ASK YOU ALL TO LEAVE THE ROOM 
IMMEDIATELY. FROM NOW ON, THE INTERROGATION ОҒ 
THE SECRET POLICE OF ABKHAZIA IS TAKING PLACE 
HERE," ANATOLY SAID INTO THE TENSE SILENCE. AND 
PULLED OUT HIS ID CARD FROM HIS JACKET. THE 
GUESTS WERE FORCED TO LEAVE. - LADIES TOO," HE 
CAST Å PECULIAR LOOK AT IVANYA AS WELL ONLY THE 
BARTENDER ILYA, BALTAZAR AND THREE MEN FROM THE 
SECRET POLICE REMAINED THERE, ONE OF THEM 
ANATOLY, BALTAZAR'S OLD NEMESIS, „I I REMEMBER 
CORRECTLY, НЕ LOCKED НІМ ІМ YOUR DOOR, FOR МОТ 
PAYING YOUR DEBT," SAID TOLJA MONOTONOUSLY. 
BALTHAZAR WAS SILENT. -, BUT THAT IS NOT THE 
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MAIN. REASON WHY МЕ АКЕ HERE. WE NEED MORE 
INFORMATION ABOUT THAT ENGAGING SPEECH YOU 
GAVE HERE A WHILE AGO.” -nI CAN'T TELL YOU THAT. 
WAIT FOR THE ARTICLE, BALTAZAR PROTESTED. 
- UNFORTUNATELY, WE CANNOT DO THAT. WE HAVE TO 
KNOW BEFORE THE CITIZENS WHAT IT IS ABOUT, SO 
THAT МЕ (АМ BE PREPARED FOR POSSIBLE 
COUNTERMEASURES." -, LEAVE HIM ALONE! HE IS A 
RESPECTED CITIZEN!" ILYA STOOD UP FOR HIM. =,,SIR, 
PLEASE (0 OUT Or THE LOUNGE, WE NEED TO TAK 
HERE AS DISCREETLY AS POSSIBLE," REPLIED ANATOLY; 
AND HIS MEN LED THE BARTENDER OUT OF THE ROOM. 
ONLY FOUR MEN REMAINED. BALTAZAR WAS FORCED TO 
SIT AT A TABLE, TO WHICH THEY ATTACHED HIS RIGHT. 
HAND AND OPENED ALL HIS FINGERS, INCLUDING THE 
ONE HE WAS. MISSING - THE RING FINGER. ONE ОҒ 
THE CRONIES PULLED OUT HIS KNIFE AND -STARTED 
FENCING WITH IT BETWEEN THEM. BALTHAZAR WAS 
COLD. YOU COULD SEE IN HIS FACE THAT HE WAS МОТ 
GOING TO BE EASILY THROWN BY SOMETHING. HE 
WANTED TO SIMPLY STAND UP, BUT THE OTHER BUDDY 
HEID HIM ON THE CHAIR WITH HIS PALM ON HIS 
SHOULDERS, -,,SO WHAT ABOUT OLD JIREK?" ANATOLY 
ASKED MOC. -,,HOW IS THE SAMARITAN WHO 
PAID THE DEBT HERE FOR YOU DOING?" 

-,‚GORLIN SYNDROME - DYING,” BALTHAZAR SIGHED 
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WITH LOWERED EYELIDS REMEMBERING THE OLD MAN 
WHO NEVER CALLED HIM ANYTHING OTHER THAN THE 
МАМЕ OF THE DEMON BAAL ANATOLY ONLY NODDED HIS 
HEAD. , IT HAPPENS.TO ALL OF US ONE DAY. NOW RUN 
WHAT ARTICLE YOU WROTE: THERE, ABOUT WHAT?" IN 
THE SILENCE, THE ТІР OF THE KNIFE BEGAN TO FALL 
RHYTHMICALLY INTO THE. GAPS BETWEEN THE FINGERS 
OF BALTHAZAR'S RIGHT PALM. HE CLIMBED OUT OF THE 
POTTY. THE. PAID TAXI DRIVER SHIFTED INTO GEAR 
AND DROVE. OFF. HE DISAPPEARED INTO THE MSH ОҒ 
THE MOUNTAINS FROM WHICH THEY EMERGED: 
BALTHAZAR NOW STOOD ON. THE OUTSKIRTS OF THE CITY 
WHERE. А STRANGE WAR WAS RAGING. SOME 
CONSIDERED IT CIVIL, OTHERS CONSIDERED IT 
QUERRILLA, Т.Е. PARTISAN. HE MADE HIS WAY TOWARDS 
THE CRUMBLING BUILDINGS THAT GREETED HIM FROM 
A DISTANCE IV THE FOG. AFTER Å FEW TENS OF 
METERS, HE EVEN HEARD THE FIRST SHOTS. HE ТООК 
COVER BY BRICK WALLS AND CROUCHED ВУ CONCRETE 
BARRIERS. THEY WERE GOOD PROTECTION FOR HIM 
UNTIL A MAN WITHA GUN PEEKED’ OUT FROM BEHIND 
ONE. BALTAZAR WAS SCARED ТО DEATH. HE RAISED HIS 
HANDS ABOVE HIS HEAD АМ) BEGAN TO RECITE HIS 
LEARNED LINE OF BEING UNARMED. THE MAN WITH 
THE WEAPON, AN ORDINARY MILITARY RIFLE, SIZED 
HIM UP AND THEN LOWERED THE. WEAPON'S FRONT 
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SIGHT TO BALTHAZAR'S FEET. HE DIDN'T LOOK VERY 
TRUSTWORTHY. BALTHAZAR SENSED A STRONG 
INSECURITY IN HIM, AS-WELL AS CALCULATION. 

НЕ STOOD MOTIONLESS UNTIL THE MAN GESTURED FÜR 
HIM TO GO AROUND THE CONCRETE BARRIER, HE DID 
SO. AFTER THAT HE WANTED HIM TO COME CLOSER, HE 
PROBABLY WANTED TO SEE IF HE REALLY HAD 
ANYTHING ON HIM. BALTHAZAR DIDN'T LIKE THAT. HE 
RAISED HIS RIFLE IN THE AIR, WHICH FIRED 
AUTOMATICALLY AND ELBOWED THE-ASSAILANT IN THE 
FACE. THE MAN SLUMPED TO THE GROUND AND LOST 
HIS BEARINGS. BALTAZAR IMMEDIATELY. TOOK 
ADVANTAGE OF THIS AND STARTED SPRINTING TOWARDS 
THE NEAREST BUILDING OPPOSITE, HIDDEN IN THE 
FOG. НЕ HEARD CURSES BEHIND HIM АМ) SEVERAL 
SHOTS FROM A RIFLE THAT FOLLOWED HIM ALONG WITH 
THE. GUNMAN'S QUICK STEPS. THE BUIIDING WAS HALF 
DESTROYED. HE CLIMBED OVER THE BRICK RUBBLE AND 
MADE HIS WAY THROUGH THE MISSING DOOR FRAME TO 
THE NEXT STREET. HE HEARD THE VOICES OF SEVERAL 
MEN AND LOOKED BACK TO HIS.JEFT. НЕ SAW THE 
SILHOUETTES OF A GROUP, PROBABLY COMMANDOS. SHE 
WAS IN ROBUST PROTECTIVE SUITS WITH HEAVY 
WEAPONS. HE QUICKLY HID BEHIND A CONCRETE BLOCK 
AND PRAYED HE WASN'T NOTICED. A FEW SECONDS 
LATER, А MAN WITH A RIFLE APPEARED IN HIS 
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FOOTSTEPS, CHASING НІМ. HE-RECOQNIZED IT BY THE 
WAY HE WALKED AND THE VOICE HE SHOUTED WHEN 
THE COMMANDOS SPOTTED. HIM АМ) STARTED 
SHOOTING АТ HIM. THE MAN DID NOT HAVE TIME TO 
FIRE EVEN ONCE. SCORES OF BULLETS FROM MACHINE 
GUNS AND HEAVY MACHINE GUNS PIERCED HIM LIKE A 
SLICE ОҒ CHEESE. TORN, HE FELL TO THE GROUND. 
BLOOD FROM HIS WOUNDS SPREAD ACROSS THE DIRTY 
GROUND IN A CIRCULAR PUDDLE. THE COMMANDO. WAS 
APPROACHING. BALTAZAR SLIPPED THROUGH A HOLE IN 
THE WALL INTO ANOTHER BUILDING. HE MENTALLY 
CURSED HIMSELF THAT THIS SUICIDE. MISSION WAS 
QUITE POSSIBLY HIS LAST. SUDDENLY HE HEARD 
MUFFLED MUMBLING BEHIND HIM. HE LOOKED BACK. 
THE CHARACTER OF ONE COMMANDO MEMBER AIMED 
HIS LASER-TARGETED MACHINE GUN AT HIM AND GAVE 
INSTRUCTIONS TO THE REST OF THE TEAM WITH HIS 
HAND GESTURES. BALTAZAR MADE A FRANTIC DASH 
ACROSS THE RUBBLE AND BROKEN BRICKS, OR OTHER 
REMNANTS OF HOUSE INTERIORS, SUCH AS FURNITURE 
OR HOUSEHOLD ACCESSORIES. BULLETS BEHIND HIM 
WHIZZED PAST HIS BODY, HITTING OBJECTS AROUND 
HIS ESCAPE ROUTE. HE BREATHED SO DEEPLY THAT HIS 
DIAPHRAGM HURT AND THE COLD AIR CUT INTO HIS 
THROAT FROM THE INSIDE. HE WOUD NEED TO 
BREATHE. HE STUMBLED UNHAPPILY AND SWAYED. HIS 
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INSTEP HIT A LARGER PIECE OF BRICK HELD TOGETHER 
BY CONCRETE AND HE ROWED FORWARD. INTO. THE 
CAULDRON. HE WAS JUST WAITING FOR THE. ROLLING 
FALL OF THE RUBBLE-MINE, IN WHICH THE ROOF AND 
PART. OF THE FLOOR OF THE RESIDENTIAL BUILDING 
WAS HIDDEN. HE USED HIS FINGERLESS PALMS TO 
PROTECT HIS HEAD AND FACE FROM SHARP CORNERS 
OR PIECES OF PROTRUDING IRON. THE IMPACT WAS 
RESONANT. IT WAS SOMETHING HARD АМ) METALLIC. 
HIS WHOLE BODY ACHED AND HE FEIT VERY DIZZY. HE 
LOOKED UP AT WHAT HE HAD HIT AND HIS BREATH 
CAUGHT. IT WAS SOME KIND OF MACHINE. METALLIC 
AND STRONG. ON A GEAR BALL WITH THE HUMAN 
PROPORTIONS OF THE BRAVEST WARRIOR, HE HAD 
CANNONS INSTEAD OF HANDS. ONE POINTED AT HIM. 
HIS VISION SHARPENED AS HE STARED STRAIGHT. INTO 
THE MAW OF THE STEEL BEAST. А ሀጩፊ HIGHER, 
ABOVE. THE PROTECTIVE PLATES LIKE A COLLAR AROUND 
THE NECK, A METAL BUSHY HEAD WITH EMERALD 
GLOWING. EYES “PEERED OUT. THE ENTIRE ‘EPIC 
CREATION WAS DESCRIBED IN SCRIBBLES UNKNOWN TO 
HIM. HE WAS ALREADY SAYING GOODBYE TO HIS LIFE 
INSIDE WHEN 4 SHOT RANG OUT FROM ABOVE. THE 
FIRST MEMBERS OF THE-COMMANDOS RAN ТО THE TOP 
OF THE. RUBBLE. FROM WHERE HE FELL, CHASING HIM 
AND. FINALLY CHOOSING AN UNSEEN AUTOMATON “AS 
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THEIR FIRST TARGET OF ATTACK. BULLETS LODGED IN 
HIS METAL-COLD BODY, SMOKING HUNGRILY FROM THE 
HOLES. THE ROBOT MOVED ITS CANNON UP FROM 
MN HEAD AT THE. ATTACKERS WHO SHOUTED 
SOMETHING AND .COUNTERED. THE “ATTACK WITH ATS 
OWN MEASURE. 

FROM BOTH. OF HIS HAND CANNONS, THEY FIRST SPUN 
AND THEN FLEW OUT CLUSTERS. OF AMMUNITION THAT 
SEEMED MORE CRUSHING THAN HUMAN. THIS IS. ALSO 
WHAT THE BODIES ОҒ THE DEAD «MEMBERS OF THE 
COMMANDO LOOKED LIKE. A SINGLE HIT MADE A HOLE 
IN THE BODY THE SIZE OF AGOLF BALL, DESPITE THE 
REINFORCED ARMOR, HALF THE COMMANDOS WERE 
DEAD BEFORE THEIR REMAINS HIT THE GROUND. WITH 
THE LAST OF HIS STRENGTH, BALTAZAR CRAWLED AWAY 
FROM. THE. AUTOMATON. BEHIND НІМ. AND LET THEM 
HANDLE THE WHOLE SITUATION WITHOUT HIS HELP. OUT 
OF NOWHERE HE FOUND HIMSELF ON A STREET THAT 
STILL SEEMED. UNTOUCHED BY THE WAR А FEW 
BUILDINGS BEHIND EACH OTHER APPEARED TO. BE 
INTACT. HE PROBABLY HAD SOMETHING SERIOUS FROM 
HIS RIGHT LEG BELOW THE ANKLE, BUT HE STILL 
MAINTAINED HIS SPEED EVEN AT THE COST OF GREAT 
PAIN. HE ONLY НА) TO THINK ABOUT WHAT WOULD 
HAVE BEEN LEFT OF HIS HEAD IF THOSE COMBATANTS 
НА). NOT APPEARED THERE. HE LIMPED DOWN THE 
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STREET |IKE THIS FOR SEVERAL MINUTES, OBLIVIOUS 
TO THE SOUNDS OF EXPLOSIONS AND GUNFIRE IN THE 
CITY AROUND HIM, UNTIL A DOOR OPENED. HE STOPPED 
WITH HIS. MOUTH OPEN, WAITING TO SEE WHO OR 
WHAT WOUID COME OUT. FINALLY, TWO OlD MEN IN 
COLORFUL COSTUMES AND. YARMULKES APPEARED FROM 
BEHIND THEM. THEY BECKONED HIM TO THEM WITH 
THEIR GESTURES. UP CLOSE, НЕ RECOGNIZED THAT 
THEY WERE ASHKENAZI JEWS. 

THEY WERE HIDING IN THAT) HOUSE. SEVERAL 
FAMILIES AT ONCE. THE WHOLE STREET WAS LIKE 
THAT. IT WAS SCENTED WITH MYRTLE FIRST THEY 
INVITED HIM TO TEA THEY LOOKED QUITE CONFUSED 
BY HIM. FIRST THEY ASKED HIM IF HE WAS FROM THE 
CITY АМ) HE TOLD. THEM ALL ABOUT HIMSELF. THIS 
CONFUSED THEM: EVEN. MORE. -,,THEY SAY IV THE 
WORLD THAT THERE IS А WAR HERE," НЕ SAID: - „YES, 
НЕ IS HERE RUSSIA HAS ITS SOLDIERS HERE 
CITIZENS ALSO HAVE WEAPONS, BUT THEY. DONT 
PROTECT THEMSELVES MUCH," SAID ONE OF THE JEWS. 
-41 HAVE SOMETHING WITH МҮ LEG, I NEED 
TREATMENT," BALTAZAR. POINTED OUT ABOUT HIS 
INJURY. THE JEWS IMMEDIATELY TOOK HIM. AND 
BOUND HIS LEG. HE REALY HAD IT BROKEN. -,,AREN'T 
YOU AFRAID THAT THEY WILL FIND YOU HERE? HE 
ASKED. „nE DOOR HAS A BOLT. TE SOMEONE WANTS 
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TO GET ІМ, WE KNOW. ABOUT IT IMMEDIATELY, AND 
UNDER THE. BASEMENT WE HAVE Å SECRET PASSAGE TO 
THE CITY PALACE, WHERE OTHERS ОҒ US ARE ALSO 
HIDING. WE WILL MOVE THERE IN TIME," THE OLD JEW 
EXPLAINED TO HIM. -„0М THE WAY I CAME ACROSS 
SOME CREATURE MADE OF METAL DONT YOU KNOW 
WHAT IT'S SUPPOSED TO BE?" BALTAZAR ASKED AGAIN. 
THE JEWS LOOKED AT EACH OTHER, THEY STARTED 
SPEAKING SOME HEBREW. AND IT SOUNDED LIKE THEY 
WERE ARGUING. FINALLY, ONE TURNED BACK TO THE 
JOURNALIST, WHO CAME WITH ТИЕ PROMISE THAT THE 
WHOLE WORLD WOULD KNOW WHAT WAS GOING ON HERE. 
- THESE ARE LIVING MACHINES, AUTOMATA, THEY 
APPEARED HERE WITH THE ADVENT OF WAR," THE OLD 
JEW ANSWERED HIM. 


BALTHAZAR SPENT SEVERAL WEEKS HERE. IN A HOUSE 
IN THE MIDDLE OF A WAR CITY UNTIL HE COULD AT 
LEAST PARTIALLY WALK. HE GRADUALLY. INTERVIEWED 
THE ENTIRE. STAFF OF THE HOUSE. THERE. WERE ALSO 
YOUNG PEOPLE AND CHILDREN. EVERYONE GRADUALLY 
TOLD HIM THEIR STORY. OR INFORMATION ABOUT THE 
WAR HERE IN CRIMEA HE LEARNED THAT THE 
MACHINES WERE FORETOLD BY SOME PROPHECY, THEY 
WERE SUPPOSED TO COME TO THE АП) OF THE LOCAL 
JEWS IN TIMES OF GREATEST NEED, AS THE FIRST 
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SETTLEMENT WAS MADE НЕКЕ, БҮ THE JEWS. THEY ARE 
SUPPOSED. TO BE OF KABBALISTIC. ORIGIN, 
UNFORTUNATELY NO ONE-KNOWS HOW TO TREAT THEM. 
LEGEND HAS IT THAT THEY ARE SUPPOSED TO PROTECT 
THE. JEWS AND EXPEL THE ENEMIES OF THE FAITH. 
HOWEVER, IT Is DIFFICULT TO PROVE WHETHER THIS 
IS THE CASE. NO ONE IS BRAVE ENOUGH ТО FIND OUT. 
HE SAID HE WAS LUCKY THE MACHINE. DIDNT BLOW 
HIS HEAD OFF. EVERYONE. IS. AFRATD-OF THEM, THEY 
НА) YET TO SEE ANYONE MANAGE. TO DESTROY ONE. ОҒ 
THOSE MACHINES. Tr Is SAID-THAT THERE IS ONLY 
ONE PERSON WHO UNDERSTANDS THIS AT LEAST А 
LITTLE. RABBI ABSOLON: HE LIVES ІМ THE CITY 
PALACE, WHERE SECRET PASSAGES UNDER THE CITY 
LEAD. WHEN THE. TIME COMES АМ) BAITAZAR CAN 
LEAVE, THE WHOLE HOUSE WILL ВЕ MOVED THERE NOT 
ONLY BECAUSE THEY ARE RUNNING OUT OF FOOD 
SUPPLIES, BUT ALSO BECAUSE IT IS SAFER THERE 
UNTIL THEN, А YOUNG RUSSIAN WOMAN. FROM 
SOMEWHERE IN THE URALS TOOK CARE ОҒ HIM. HER 
NAME WAS ZOYA AND SHE WAS ONLY A FEW YEARS 
YOUNGER THAN THE JOURNALIST BALTAZAR, -,,YOU LIKE 
STORIES, DONT YOU? SHE ASKED HIM AS HE WAS 
WRITING SOMETHING IN HIS PAD. HE LOOKED UP AT 
HER REPROACHFULLY FROM THE PAPERS AND MOVED IT 
BACK TO THE PAD AGAIN. ZOYA WAS. SLIGHTLY AMUSED. 
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-,I WOULD LIKE ТО MENTION-TO SOMEONE LIKE YOU 
ABOUT SEVERAL THINGS THAT ARE HAPPENING HERE IN 
THE URALS. THE WORLD SHOULD KNOW ABOUT IT. THEY 
ARE THE MAIN REASONS WHY I LEFT THERE," SHE DID 
NOT LET HERSELF BE DISCOURACED»BALTAZAR SENSED 
THAT IT. WAS LIKELY TO BE A TRAP, BUT HE PRICKED 
UP HIS EARS ANYWAY. - HAVE YOU EVER HEARD OF 
DATLA'S EXPEDITION?" "UNFORTUNATELY," НЕ. REPLIED. 
- ‚IN THE 19608, AROUND TEN MEMBERS OF A SPORTS 
SKI TEAM WENT TO. ONE MOUNTAIN: IN THE NORTHERN 
PART OF THE URAL. MOUNTAINS CALLED CHOLAT 
SYACHYL IT IS ONLY ABOUT Á THOUSAND AND A FEW 
TENS OF METERS HIGH, YET THAT SAME. NIGHT ONLY 
ONE MEMBER OF THE TOURIST GROUP RETURNED ALIVE 
AND WELL HE INSISTED THAT THERE THEY MUST FIND 
THE REMAINING-MEMBERS WHO WENT WITH HIM TO 
THE MOUNTAINS. AFTER Å FEW DAYS THEY. WERE FOUND 
DEAD TOGETHER, THEIR LIMBS WERE SEVERED AND 
THEIR SKULLS WERE CRUSHED," ZOYA HAD TO. DRINK 
HER TEA TO. CONTINUE AGAIN. "THERE. WERE ALSO 
SIGNS OF RADIATION," SHE ADDED: „ІГ IS Å MYSTERY 
TO EVERYONE IN RUSSIA, PEOPLE COME UP WITH All 
KINDS ОҒ VARIANTS, WHAT OR WHO COULD HAVE 
MAIMED THEM LIKE THIS," SHE LOOKED AT BALTAZAR, 
WHO WAS WRITING EVERYTHING DOWN IN HIS 
NOTEBOOK. HE THEN RAISED HIS HEAD. -,ZOYA, HOW 
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DID YOU SAY THE МАМЕ ОҒ THAT MOUNTAIN?" 
-„CHOLAT SJACHYL, MOUNTAIN OF THE DEAD," SHE 
REPEATED AND ADDED WITH А TRANSLATION, THEN SHE. 
SWALLOWED DRYLY АМ) PREFERRED TO DRINK TEA 
AGAIN. IT DIDNT EVEN BUDGE WITH BALTHAZAR, HE 
FINISHED HIS-NOTES AND PLACED THE PAD NEXT TO 
НІМ SO HE COULD DRINK HIS TEA AS WELL -„МЕКУ 
INTERESTING BRAT ZOYA," HE SAID, AND IT WAS CLEAR 
THAT HE WAS POKING YOUNG RUSSIA ON PURPOSE. 
- HELL МЕ, YOU RUSSIAN COMMANDOS WHO ARE 
FIGHTING HERE IN THE CRIMEA. WHAT ARE THEY 
AFTER?" -,,HOW AM I SUPPOSED TO KNOW, MR 
BALTAZAR? ТМ JUST A URAL WOMAN, NOT A MEMBER 
OF THE MILITARY," ZOYA COUNTERED. -,,DONT GET. 
UPSET ZOYA USE YOUR FEMININE INTUITION, WHICH 
NEVER FAILS," HE MOTIVATED HER, f I SHOULD ACT 
FOR MYSELF, THEN FOR THE TERRITORY," SHE FINALLY 
GAVE THE REASON FOR ALLTHIS. -,1 HAVE ONE MORE 
QUESTION ZOYA,” ASKED THE JOURNALIST. - YES?" 
-„®НҮ DID YOU RUN AWAY FROM THE URALS?" ZOYA 
SIGHED, „L СОМЕ FROM. THE СПУ OF CHELYABINSK 
LOCATED ІМ THE LAKE BASIN. WE HAVE A LARGE 
NUMBER OF DIFFERENT LAKES AND TRIBUTARIES, BUT 
FROM ONE OF THEM COMES TERROR," SHE LOWERED 
HER EYES. - TELL ME MORE," BALTAZAR TORTURED HER 
INTERNALLY. "THERE IS A LAKE,” SHE PAUSED. -,HIS 
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NAME. IS KARACHAY. IT HAS BEEN USED AS Å 
RADIOACTIVE WASTE DUMP. FOR „SEVERAL 
YEARSDECADE." „ KNOW WHERE YOU ARE GOING 
WITH THIS," BALTAZAR STOPPED. HER, ZOYA STARTED 
CRYING AND THE JOURNALIST HANDED HER A TISSUE 
TO WIPE HER EYES. - „А VARIETY OF SPECTACLES TAKE 
PLACE ABOVE THAT LAKE. IT'S HARD. ТО EXPLAIN. LIKE 
IT HAS ITS OWN AURORA BOREALIS OR WHATEVER IT'S 
CALLED. I DON'T UNDERSTAND IT, AFTER АП, AS DO 
MOST OF THE TOWNSPEOPLE. HOWEVER, FROM THE TALL 
BUILDINGS THERE IS-ALWAYS SOMETHING TO SEE IN 
THE. SKY ABOVE THAT. CURSED LAKE ON CLEAR NIGHTS. 
AS Á CHILD, WE ALWAYS GATHERED ON THE ROOF OF 
OUR BLOCK OF FLATS’ AND WATCHED IT THROUGH 
GRANDPA'S BINOCULARS. BUT ONE OF MY FRIENDS 
WENT THERE DESPITE CLEAR WARNINGS AND NEVER 
CAME BACK" SHE CRIED AGAIN. -„А FEW MONTHS 
AFTER THAT, 1 MET А HUNTER AT THE MARKET IN THE 
CITY, WHO SUPPOSEDLY LIVES NEAR THAT AREA, IT IS 
SAID THAT NATURE THERE CHANGES BEFORE YOUR 
EYES. LIVING THINGS GROW MOSS АМ) FUNGI, AND 
PLANTS SUCH AS TREES. ALSO GROW VARIOUS ORGANIC 
GROWTHS. BACK THEN, THE МАН WAS SELLING HUNTING 
KNIVES. AND FURS THERE. HE. WAS SHOWING ME ONE, 
IT WAS Å FOX SKIN AND IT WAS. INDEED COVERED IN 
SOME КІМ) OF FUNGUS THAT I HAD NEVER SEEN 
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BEFORE. HE CLAIMED IT WAS ONLY A MATTER OF TIME 
BEFORE SOMETHING TERRIBLE HAPPENED THERE. THAT 
LAKE SCARED EVERYONE WHO KNEW ABOUT IT. IT 
SCARED ME TO DEATH THEN. I HAD TO 00; 
UNFORTUNATELY, ፲ DIDN'T HELP MYSELF MUCH," SHE 
CRIED AGAIN. „IT WILL BE FINE AGAIN, DONT WORRY 
ZOYA," BALTAZAR COMFORTED HER AND SQUEEZED HER 
SHOULDER TIGHTLY. ZOYA WIPED HER EYES AND THEN 
SHIFTED HER GAZE TO HIS HANDS. -„бАМ I ALSO ASK 
YOU SOMETHING?" = YES, SURE." - ¿HOW DID YOU LOSE 
YOUR FINGERS? -,DO YOU KNOW THE FINGER GAME? 
THE ONE WITH THE KNIFE?" „ES,“ AGREED ZOYA, 
- LIKE THIS," HE EXAMINED HIS LEFT HAND WITH THE 
MISSING PINKY AND MIDDLE FINGER. -AND ON THE 
RIGHT? SHE ASKED ZOYA STRANGELY. BALTHAZAR 
SENSED IT IN HER VOICE. SHE KNEW. VERY WELL THAT 
HE WAS RIGHT-HANDED. -,,I LOST THAT RING FINGER 
AT THE SAW," HE ANSWERED BRIEFLY, DESPITE THE 
FACT THAT INSIDE HE FELT THAT HE HAD LIED. 

BY THE END OF THE MONTH, BALTAZAR COUID WALK 
AGAIN. THE MORNING HOURS CAME WHEN SOMEONE 
WITH REALLY GREAT COURAGE ТЕТЕ) TO GET INSIDE 
THE HOUSE, LIKE А BATTERING RAM, IT KEPT HITTING 
THE DOOR FROM THE OUTSIDE. THE ENTIRE HOUSE, 
SEVERAL FAMILIES, IMMEDIATELY BEGAN TO. EVACUATE 
TO THE UNDERGROUND PASSAGES LEADING UNDER THE 
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CITY. NO ONE ASKED WHETHER IT WAS Å MACHINE. OR 
Å COMMANDO. WITH TORCHES OR FLASHLIGHTS, THEY 
ARRIVED AFTER SEVERAL TENS OF MINUTES AT THE 
UNDERGROUND GATES ТО THE PALACE. THEY OPENED 
AFTER SOME TIME. HE WAS ALSO AN OLD MAN WITH A 
BUNCH. OF KEYS AND ІМ Å ROBE. THEY WALKED UP АМ 
OLD DIRT STAIRCASE TO THE UPPER FLOORS OF THE 
PALACE, WHERE MANY PEOPLE HAD GATHERED. 
PERHAPS A TENTH OF THE CITY. THE PALACE WAS 
DISPLAYED ON A SMALL HILL ABOVE THE CITY. FROM 
BOTH WINGS AND FROM THE CENTRAL BUILDING, THE 
WHOLE CITY WAS VISIBLE. INA HAZE OF SMOKE, FIRE 
АМ) EXPLOSIONS, THE SOUNDS OF GUNFIRE ECHOED 
OFF THE COLORFUL АМ) ARTISTICALLY WROUGHT. 
WINDOWS. RABBI ABSOLON SPENT HIS TIME ONLY ІМ 
THE LIBRARY. HE READ THE TORAH HERE WITH OTHER 
JEWS, BALTAZAR ALSO CAME TO VISIT HIM. HE WAS 
THE OLDEST AND ALSO THE WISEST MAN IN TOWN. BUT 
HE WAS ALSO MYSTERIOUS, HE LET ANYONE FROM THE 
CITY LIVE IN HIS PALACE, BE ІТ A dE OR A LATER 
IMMIGRANT. NOT EVEN BALTHAZAR HIMSELF BOTHERED 
HIM, DESPITE THE FACT THAT HERE AMONG DAVID'S 
NINE-POINTED STARS AND SEVEN-BRANCHED 
CANDLESTICKS HIS OWN THOUGHTS OVERTOOK HIM. IS 
HIS JOB REALLY WHAT HE NEEDS IN HIS LIFE? IT 
SEEMED THAT HE HAD, ALTHOUGH HE WAS: CURRENTLY 
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IN А POSITION WHERE HE DOUBTED IT QUITE. Å BIT. 
HE PROBABLY NEEDED TO EXPERIENCE THE EDGE OF 
HIS POSSIBILITIES TO REALIZE THAT THIS WOULD 
MOST LIKELY BE HIS LAST TRIP IN SEARCH OF THE 
TRUTH. OF COURSE, IF IT SURVIVES. 


THE SITUATION WAS TENSE. FOR THE THIRD MONTH 
HERE, НЕ LISTENED TO THE STORIES OF PEOPLE WHO 
MIRACULOUSLY FOUND THEMSELVES ON THE CARPETS OF 
THE PALACE, WHERE NO ONE ARMED FROM THE CITY 
DARED TO GO. THERE WAS GOING TO BE А GRAND 
FINALE, BUT NO ONE HAD THE SLIGHTEST IDEA ABOUT 
IT YET. ONE DAY, RABBI ABSOLON INVITED ALL WHO 
LIVED WITH HIM IN THE PALACE TO A SITUATION IN 
HIS HUGE LIBRARY, WHERE HE DEVOTED HIS LIFE TO 
TEACHING AND RECITING THE TORAH, AS BALTAZAR 
UNDERSTOOD FROM HIS CONVERSATIONS WITH THE 
JEWS, THE RABBI WAS А TRUE KABBALIST. HE 
DEDICATED HIS LIFE TO IT. NOW HE WAS STANDING IN 
THE “MIDDLE OF A CROWD OF PEOPLE WHO WERE 
SQUEEZING FROM HIM TO THE.-ENTRANCE OF THE 
LIBRARY. - WELCOME HERE MY DEAR!” HE GREETED. 
-pI WOULD. LIKE ТО CLARIFY CERTAIN THINGS TO ALL 
OF YOU, WHICH WE CAN ASK GOD FOR AN EXPLANATION 
HERE. THIS," HE PULLED BACK THE CURTAIN THROWN 
OVER SOME: OBJECT THAT SUDDENLY TURNED OUT TOBE 
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THE MOST TERRIFYING OF АШ THAT ANYONE. IN THE 
ROOM COULD IMAGINE. IT WAS THE CHAINED MACHINE 
THAT WAS KILLING PEOPLE OUTSIDE. HE JUST DIDNT 
MOVE. -,,THIS INSTRUMENT OF. DESTRUCTION, THIS 
MAASE BERESHIT, IMITATIO DEI, THE WORK OF Gop," 
THE OLD RABBI CONCLUDED. MOST ОҒ THE HALL 
GASPED. =, THIS CABALISTIC MACHINE, IMITATIO DEI 
= GOD'S: WORK AND HIS DESTINY, COMES FROM А 
TRADITION THAT IS PASSED DOWN FROM GENERATION 
TOAGENERATION. AS WELL AS OUR MYSTICISM, OUR 
KABBALAH AND OUR TORAH. WEICAN THANK GERSHON 
SCHOLEM FOR ALL THIS, WHO SAV KABBALAH AS A 
SCIENCE. SEE THOSE CABALISTIC SYMBOLS ON THE 
METAL OF THAT MACHINE? THEY ARE THE LETTERS OF. 
THE KABBALAH: EACH LETTER OF THE KABBALAH ALSO 
REPRESENTS А NUMBER, THEREFORE, WHAT IS WRITTEN 
ON THAT: MACHINE IS BOTH AN INCANTATION FORMULA 
AND AN ALGORITHM. ALLOW. ME TO. INTRODUCE. YOU TO 
DAHLIA: MY SCHOLAR, WHO WAS DEVOTED TO THE SÒ- 
CALLED MAASE \MERKAVA, THE DESCENT INTO. THE 
CHARIOT," THE. OLD RABBI EXPLAINED, AS THE WOMAN 
TOOK A TURKISH SEAT UP THE STAIRS ONTO THE. RED 
CARPET. SHE ASSUMED THE RIGID POSITION OF A 
MEDITATOR, ONLY NOW DID BAITAZAR NOTICE THE 
IMAGE. ON THE SCROLL HANGING: ABOVE THEIR HEADS, 
ІТ DEPICTED A FIGURE IN A MEDITATING POSITION 
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WITH THE POINTS OF THE SEPHIROTH SPELLED OUT. 
FROM THE ANKLES ALONG THE SPINE UP TO THE TOP OF 
THE HEAD. BALTAZAR COULD FEEL THE PERMUTATIONS 
GOING ОМ INSIDE HER HEAD, A WORD HE HAD. PICKED 
UP НЕКЕ WITHIN THE CASTLE WALLS. IN KABBALISTIC 
WOMAN HAS UNDERGONE VERY. STRICT TRAINING. IF 
THIS MACHINE COMES TO. LIFE, ІТ CAN BE 
UNMANNERLY, UNWIELDY AND DEADLY. HOWEVER, IF 
THE MEDITATOR, THE JORDEJ MERKAVA, ESTABLISHES 
A CONNECTION WITH THE MACHINE BY OPENING HER 
SEPHIRS, SHE CAN CONTROL I HE ADDED. m 
MALKUT! NUMBER, JESOD! MASS. THROW! DURATION. 
TIFERET! RATE. GEBURAH! PLACE. BINAH! PASSION. 
KEIHER/ TO. BE" THE LAST OF THE SEPHIROTH 
FINISHED, АМ) AT THAT MOMENT THE GOLEM'S 
EMERAID EYES LIT UP AND THE ENTIRE CROWD WAS 
STARTLED. PEOPLE SLOWLY BEGAN TO PANIC. -,,DO NOT 
WORRY! WE HAVE COMPLETE CONTROL OVER THIS 
CREATURE. LOOK!" THE RABBI CALLED OUT AND THE 
MACHINE STARTED MOVING. HE DROVE BACK AND 
FORTH ALONG HIS TRACK, WHICH WAS ABOUT TWO TO 
THREE METERS LONG. -„НЕ CONTROLS ALL THE 
MOVEMENT OF THIS ANIMATED MACHINEOUR DAATH - 
WISDOM. NOW WE WILL SEND OUR AUTOMATON OUT 
INTO THE URBAN CHAOS," ANNOUNCED THE RABBI. THE 
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MACHINE MOVED TOWARDS THE CROWD AND THEY 
PARTED WITH A STARTLED NOISE. HE THEN WALKED OUT 
OF THE LIBRARY AND INTO THE. ANTECHAMBER, WHERE 
TWO OTHER MEN ALREADY НА) THE PALACE DOOR 
OPEN. THE MACHINE PULLED OUT AND SLOWLY 
DISAPPEARED ACROSS THE LONG GRASSY LOT TO THE 
GATE, WHICH WAS NOW ALSO MANNED BY TWO MEN. 
THE AUTOMATON PASSED HER AND THEN RACED DOWN 
THE GENTLE HILL TO THE URBAN BATTLEFIELD. "WAIT 
FOR MORE. INFORMATION ABOUT OUR SCHOLAR DAHLIA 
HERE IN THE EVENING," CONCLUDED THE RABBI. SO IN 
THE EVENING ALL THOSE WHO. FEIT SUFFICIENTLY 
CONVINCED OF THE CABALISTIC POWER OF 
CONSCIOUSNESS GATHERED. -,THE MACHINE THAT. 
DAHLIA USED ALL DAY WITH HER MIND POWER DROVE 
THE RUSSIAN SOLDIERS BACK FROM WHERE THEY CAME 
FROM!" THE RABBI CALLED OUT AND THE CROWD BELOW 
HIM BEGAN TO CHEER, THAT NIGHT THE WARFARE. IN 
THE CITY REALLY STOPPED. ON THE SECOND DAY, THE 
FIRST GROUP OF PEOPLE LEFT THE CASTLE, AND THE 
NEXT DAY ANOTHER GROUP LEFT. IN THE END, 
BALTAZAR ALSO LEFT THE CASTLE AND WENT THROUGH 
THE CITY, WHICH SLOWLY BEGAN TO BE RESTORED TO 
ITS ORIGINAL FORM, WHERE: HE HAD BEEN THROWN 
QUT BY THE OLD WOMAN. IT DIDN'T TAKE LONG BEFORE 
THE SAME GUY SHOWED UP IN A CAR, BALTHAZAR РАП) 
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HIM ТО BRING HIM BACK TO THE MAINLAND FROM THE 
CRIMEAN PENINSULA. 

TOLJA LOOKED SATISFIED, НЕ LOOKED AS IF HE HAD 
MESSED UP. THE WHOLE. STORY EVEN WITH A REEL 
- KAY BALTHAZAR IT WAS 1080 AND IT’S ENOUGH 
FOR МЕ EVENSTHOUGH I KNOW YOURE A LIAR IF 
ANYTHING ELSE. COMES OUT IN THAT MONDAY ARTICLE, 
I WILL FIND. YOU АМ) PERSONALLY QUT OFF THE 
REMAINING FINGERS ON YOUR RIGHT HAND TO MAKE IT 
CLEAR THAT YOU WILL NEVER WRITE ANYTHING ELSE," 
HE SMILED ҒОХПУ IN FAREWELL HE PUT ON HIS 
JACKET AND LEFT THE ROOM WITH HIS GORILLAS TO 
MEET THE MORNING HOURS, BALTAZAR JUST SAT THERE 
AND BREATHED. SUDDENLY THE BARTENDER ILJA 
APPEARED NEXT ТО HIM WITH Å GLASS OF RED WINE 
AND CIGARS. THAT JUST САМЕ IN-HANDY FOR THE 
JOURNALIST. ON THAT. MONDAY OF THE NEW WEEK, A 
SPECIAL WAS INDEED PUBLISHED WITH BALTAZAR'S 
ARTICLE RUNNING THE LENGTH OF THE ENTIRE, ISSUE. 
EVERYTHING WAS. EXACTLY. THE SAME AS HIS STORY. 
HOWEVER, HE HIMSELF DECIDED TO HANG UP 
JOURNALISM АМ) PREFER TO FIND SOMEONE. YOUNGER 
TO WHOM HE COULD PASS/ÓN HIS EXPERIENCE. НЕ 
WOULD DESCRIBE THAT FEELING WITH THE ONLY WORD 
HE LEARNED IN THE WALLS OF THE. ASHKENAZI PALACE 
- PERMUTATION, CHANGE. 
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THERE ARE NEVER ENOUGH SOULS. НЕ 
WATCHED THE SHAVED AND UNSHAVEN 
LEGS OF GIRLS AND BOYS FROM BELOW 
THE SURFACE, AND HE HAD TO ADMIT, 
WILLINGLY OR UNWILLINGLY, THAT 
THE FLAILING FEET THAT TREADED 
WATER EXCITED HIM. SUCH A GIRLY 
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THE REALM OF SOULS, EVERYONE 
KNEW HE WAS BROKE. FORTUNATELY, 
THE HASTMAN COMMUNITY HAD А 
WELL-ESTABLISHED SOLIDARITY, SO 
THE WATERMEN TOOK CARE OF EACH 
OTHER NOT ONLY COMPETITIVEL) 
BUT ALSO VOLUNTARILY. SOULS 
WERE CONSIDERED THE WEALTH OF 
HASTRAMAN FAMILIES. RUPRECHT 
TRASNICKA HAD COUSINS ALONG THE 
SHORES OF LAKE SVIHAVA TRNOV. THE 
ORIGIN OF THE Тазмтек FAMILY WAS 
HERE, AND HE HAD A GREAT-GREAT- 
GREAT-AUNT, BARONESS VODNiKOVA 
TráSNIcKOVá. WITH A CASTLE ON THE 
NORTH SIDE OF THE LAKE WHERE 
TADPOLES WERE BORN AND FROGS 
CAUGHT MOSQUITOES. HE COUNTED 
HIS LITTLE SOULS IN 
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FISH SWAM ALONG 11. CARP, БАҒАМ, 
PIKE. THE WATERMAN WAS MARCHING 
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HE PAID WITH А SCALE AND GOT А 
TANKARD OF UREA. HE PAID TWO MORE 
SCALES AND BEGAN TO ASK WHETHER 
THE INNKEEPER ZABINEC KNEW IF 
ANYONE IN TOWN HAD THE SOUL OF ለ 
TROUT, ለ SALMON OR SOMETHING 
XOTIC. HE DIDN'T ANSWER 


EAT-GREAT-AUNT, AN 
ኃ COLLECT A FEE FROM ALL 
TERS FOR ሰ PLACE TO LIVE. 
SE NOT FROM FAMILY 


GREAT-AUNT, HE PAID FOR IT 

ELSEWHERE. HE DRANK HIS TANKARD 

OF UREA AND LEFT WITHOUT SAYING 

GOODBYE. SO HE TOOK IT FROM THE 
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unc ter 


LOOKING š 
AUTOMATICALLY MARKED HIM WITH А 


E 
3 
AN ASIAN OCTOPUS, WITH HIS ADVICE 
THAT THIS WAS DEFINITELY WHAT HE 
WHOLE THOUSAND SCALES. RUPRECHT 
WAS TAKEN ABACK, BUT FONOUS TOLD 
HIM THAT HAVING SUCH ሰ WATER LADY 
WITH THE SOUL OF AN OCTOPUS IS Å 
N 
0 
Ғ 


WAS 
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HIS CHIN. 
FROM 


DECIDED TO MARRY HER . 
ON THE WAY FROM FONOUS LASTURA, 
WHILE LOOKING AT THAT CERAMIC 
MUG, HE IMAGINED FROM THE FAR 
EAST WHAT A LAKE GEISHA WOULD 
LOOK LIKE. NOW JUST TO SAIL TO 
THE GREAT-GREAT-AUNT FOR THE 
LAST BLESSING. HE CAUGHT THE 
FIRST WALLEYE THAT SATLED IN THAT 
DIRECTION, TO TraSNIcEK BAY, WHERE 
HIS GREAT-GREAT-GREAT-AUNT 
TråSNIeKOVå LAKE CASTLE LIVED. 

IT WAS VAST AND OVERGROWN WITH 
SEAWEED. THE GATE WAS GUARDED BY A 
GIANT DIVER, AND INSTEAD OF A 
SERVANT SHE HAD AN OVERGROWN 
CRAWFISH. GREAT-GREAT-AUNT WAS 
JUST FEEDING HER CAPERS. AS SOON 
AS SHE NOTICED RUPRECHT, 5 
HUGGED HIM WITH ALL THE LOVE 0 
WATERMAN. THEY CHATTED OVE 
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ALTERNATE ENDING 


THE GIRL BULGED HER EY 
NU AT THE е 


HIM PLAIN TIVELY. 
-,,YOU WILL BE MY LAKE LADY! AREN'T 


YOU HAPPY? LOOK AT WHAT YOUR NEW 
LIFE AS А WATERMAN’S WIFE HAS TO 
OFFER AROUND YOU, RUPRECHT 


SPOKE. 

-,, YOUR WIFE? AND WHAT WILL MY 
NAME ВЕ?” ~, ТАа5 МТекОМа, HE 
ANSWERED. 

—,ANIcKA TráSNIcKOVá, SHE SAID 
THE NAME OUT LOUD. SHE LOOKED 
LIKE SHE WOULD BE PLEASED. 

-,,AND WHEN WILL I HAVE A 
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WEDDING? 

-, WELL, WHAT ABOUT GETTING 
READY FOR IT, RUPRECHT PATTED 
HER HEAD 


-, THEN ፤ ኒኒ NEED A WEDDING DRESS, 
AND PROBABLY AN EXTRA-LAR GE ONE, 
CONSIDERING , THAT I'M HALF 
OCTOPUS. LOOK WHERE I HAVE 
TENTACLES EVERYWHERE, ГМ GOING 
ae TO LEARN HOW 70 HANDLE 
-,, PLEASE, WHAT KIND OF DRESS, 
YOU’ RE BEAUTIFUL EVEN WITHOUT 
THEM, THE WATERMAN COOED AT 
HER.-, THAT'S NOT IT! EVERYONE 
WANTS TO WEAR A BEAUTIFUL DRESS 
AT THE WEDDING, WE LOOK FORWARD 
TO IT ALL OUR LIVES. AND BESIDES, 
YOU'RE JUST ME APPROPRIATED AND 
MADE ME THIS!” 
-,, YOUR SOUL WAS MORE THAN DEAR, 
OULD ЖЕТКЕ ТРЕТ FOR 
NERATIONS! WELL, YOU'LL 
VE TO, OTHERWISE TLL FIND 
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НА) THE ONLY THING HERE THAT 
WOULD SUIT ANI&KA, ለ WATERMAN - 
WITH FRINGES. SHE PUT THEM ON AND 
WITHOUT FUR THER WAITING, 
RUPRECHT AGREED HOW HE eC Me 


UNCLE MISS. 


„WELL RUPRECHT, I HAD NO IDEA 
THAT YOU WOULD HAVE SUCH А 
BEAUTY, WONDERED GREAT-GREAT- 
AUNT TráSNIcKOVá, UNDERWATER 
NOBLEWOMAN AND BARONESS OF THE 
LAKE CASTLE. 

-,,YOU HAVE A VERY BEAUTIFUL PLACE 
HERE, АМА PRAISED THE CASTLE. 
- LAM VERY PLEASED, I ALSO HAVE TO 


PRAISE YOU FOR YOUR DRESS, IT 
CORRESPONDS PERFECTLY TO OUR 
FAMILY TRADITION. DO YOU ALREADY 
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KNOW WHEN YOU WILL GET 
MARRIED?” 
- WELL AUNT, WE WOULD LIKE HER 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, EXPLAINED 
RUPRECHT 


-,,RH, SO LIKE THIS. WELL, GOOD. 
CAPERI" GREAT-GREAT-AUNT 
TråSNI«KOV å SUMMONED HER PET. SHE 
WRAPPED THE PARCHMENT AROUND 
HIS HEAD IN A PINK BOW AND STROKED 
HIS BACK FIN AS A SIGN OF SATLING. 
THE CARP FLICKED ITS TAIL A FEW 
TIMES AND DISAPPEARED INTO THE 
GREEN OF THE LAKE. 

- WELL, THE MESSENGER SENT. NOW 
WE CAN START PREPARING THE 
WEDDING HALL. DO YOU THINK, ANG, 


ЖИА Te) CUA MBE АУ САУ ЕЕ VS 
SUFFICIENT FOR A WEDDING OF YOUR 
DIMENSIONS?” 


„NES MRS. GREAT-GREAT-GREAT- 
AUNT, ANSWERED ANIČKA WITH 
UNDISGUISED MODESTY. 
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UPPER FRONT TEETH. SHE WAS 
SMILING AT EVERYONE AROUND HER. 
=, ТАКЕ IT! RUDOLPH! COUNTESS 
TráSNIcKOVá EXCLAIMED. -,, HOW I 
LIKE TO SEE ሃዐህ! 50 HERE I PRESENT 
TO YOU THE BRIDE ANIcKA IN A FEW 
HOURS ALREADY TraSNIcKOVA, SHE 
INTRODUCED HER TO THEM. BOTH 
RUDOLPH AND BERTA SHOOK HER 
TENTACLE AND LAUGHED ALL ROUND 
AT RUPRECHT S BEAUTY. 
-,,DOESN'T IT BRING BAD LUCK WHEN 
THE GROOM SEES THE BRIDE ON THE 
WEDDING DAY BEFORE THE CEREMONY? 
ANNA ASKED 


-,VODNiK’S TRADITIONS ARE VERY 
DIFFERENT FROM THOSE OF HUMANS. 
IN OUR COUNTRY, THE CARP MUST 
NOT GET YOU MUDDY, OTHERWISE YOU 
WILL HAVE ለ CLOUDY HONEYMOON: 

EXPLAINED THE GREAT-GREAT- 
GREAT-AUNT. ANIKA WAS 
SURPRISED, BUT INSIDE SHE FELT 
THAT SHE WOULD AT LEAST LIKE 

150 


Ec 
= 
SQ 
OU 
24 
5 
ed 
UN 
— 
፦ኀ 
е 
ах 
> 
22 
-е <7 
os 
EE 
> 
Y 


3 А 

LACES IN THE COURTYARD 

THE LAKE CASTLE. THE GIVER WAS 
THE NOBLE GREAT-GREAT-AUNT 
TraSNIcKOVa HERSELF. ANNA WAS THE 
FIRST TO COME TO THE ALTAR. LUCKY 
SCALES WERE THROWN THAT WAY AND 
SHE HAD FULL TENTACLES OF VEIL 
WORK. RUPRECHT APPROACHED THE 
ALTAR SECOND E n DS 
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GREAT-GREAT-AUNT TráSNIcKOVá IN 
THE LEAD, RUPRECHT AND АМей IN 
FRONT OF HER, AND ONE PERSON 
NEXT TO THEM ON EACH SIDE. AT 
RUPRECHT'S, HIS COUSIN RUDOLF, 
AND AT AN&A'S, BERTA, AS IS THE 
CUSTOM ACCORDING TO THE 
WATERMAN'S TRADITION - WHOEVER 
COMES FIRST TO THE WEDDING IS 
USUALLY THE WITNESS. AFTER 
MUTUAL CONSENT TO THE MARRIAGE 
BOND OF BOTH NEWLYWEDS, A FRINGE 
WAS TIED AROUND RUPRECHT'S HAND 
AND ANNA'S TENTACLE. NOW THEY 
WERE А LEGITIMATE COUPLE FROM 
THE TRASNIGT FAMILY UNTIL THE 
F THE WEDDING, THEY FEASTED 
СЕРЕВКА TED АРА ЕРТЕ 
ING NIGHT. THEY CRAWLED 
፡ THE COVERS TOGETHER AND 


W DO AQUATIC PEOPLE MAKE 
ABIES ANYWAY? ANNA ASKED WITH 
R TENTACLES STICKING OUT FROM 
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UNDER THE COVERS AND SWARMING 
AROUND THE BED. OH NO! RUPRECHT 
COMPLETELY FORGOT ABOUT THE 
DUTY OF THE FIRST WEDDING NIGHT - 
TO TURN LUST FOR А WOMAN INTO 
CHILDREN. SO HE EXPLORED THE 
OPENING BETWEEN HER TENTACLES 
AND PRAYED THAT HE HAD ENOUGH 
QUALITY MILK. THERE ARE ONLY TWO 
VARIANTS OF HOW WATERFOWL САМ 
HAVE CHILDREN - EITHER THEY ARE 
LUCKY THAT THE WATERFOWL IS A 
SANE OR THEY HAVE TO DROWN 
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HEgLoN ERTH 
INFERNUM IN JERRAZGGG 


1666, THE GREAT FIRE OF LONDON 
AS RECORDED. HELL BROKE OUT 
HERE THEN. THE WHOLE GITY WAS 
BURNING AND THE PEOPLE WITH IT. iF 666 IS 
THE, NUMBER OF THE BEAST AND THE ОЕУІ!. 
HIMSELF, SATAN. ANTICHRIST; OR HELL, AND 1 
iS CONSIDERED THE NUMBER OF UNITY, AND 
2 SIGNIFIES DUALITY, SO DOES ВІРОҺАРІТУ. 
HEAYEN AND HELL. ІМ SOME CULTURES, THE 
NUMBER 2 iS ALSO CONSIDERED THE 
NUMBER FOR THE DEVIL. THE DEYIL is ONLY 
SUPPOSED TO BE A REFLECTION OF GOD, 
ዛፍ ALTER EGO. GOD CREATED THE WORLD 
ІМ 7 DAYS. HE RESTED ON THE 7TH. THE 
DEVIL WORKED FOR 5 DAYS AND ON THE 6TH 
HE BUILT А HOUSE, A PALACE, HiS BUILDING 
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OR АМ ALTAR. THAT IS WHY THE NUMBER 6 
BELONGS TO THE DEYIL. IF WE ARE TO GO 
BY HISTORY, HELL ON EARTH WiLL BEGIN iN 
2666. WE САМ GET AWAY FROM THE FIRE OF 
LONDON, AS THE BRITISH CAPITAL OF THE 
WORLD. THE BRITISH EMPIRE WAS SPREAD 
ALL OVER THE WORLD. ITS COLONIES 
СОҮЕРЕО THE LARGEST AREA OF THE 
WORLD LIKE NO OTHER EMPIRE. ALONG WITH 
GLOBAL WARMING. THERE WiLL BE 
UNBEARABLE HEAT AND POLLUTED AIR ALL 
OYER THE WORLD. THE SUN. WiLL SHINE AND 
BURN THE SKIN. BECAUSE GREENHOUSE 
GASES HAYE ALREADY EATEN AWAY THE 
OZONE LAYER. ALL THE RADIOAGTIVITY THAT 
MANKIND HAS PUT INTO THE EARTH WiLL BE 
RETURNED TO THE SURFACE THROUGH THE 
CORE AND THE EARTH WILE SHINE DIRECTLY. 
PEOPLE WiLL BE BORN INTO A LiyiNG HELL. 
FROM BIRTH. THEY WiLL HAYE TUMORS. 
ANOMALIES ON THE BODY AND OR OTHER 
ABNORMALITIES. THEIR BLOOD WILL BOIL 
ALIYE INSIDE THEM. THERE WiLL BE МО 
ESCAPE. THEIR SKIN WiLL CRACK AND THEY 
WILL MAP LIKE А DRIED PIECE OF LAND. THE 
AIR WiLL BE HOT AND INEDIBLE WITHOUT 
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THE MODIFICATION THAT HUMANITY WILL 
HAYE ENOUGH TIME TO PREPARE FOR 
THANKS TO THiS STORY ІТ IS DIFFICULT TO 
SAY WHETHER AT THAT ТІМЕ THE 
TECHNOLOGY WILL BE SO ADYANCED THAT IT 
CAN PREYENT SUCH A STATE OF THE PLANET 
EARTH. WE CAN ONLY HOPE FOR iT АМО 
PREYENT THE STATE OF INFERNUM ІМ TERRA 
2666 & GLOBAL FIRE. 

THERE iS АМ ALTERNATIYE YERSION iN 
WHICH ONLY PRAGUE BURNS. iF BY THEN IT 
ACHIEYES THE DESIGNATION OF AN 
INTERNATIONAL METROPOLIS AS THE 
OPPOSITE OF LONDON. 

SHE WOULD SURyiyE THE FIRE AND GAIN 
SOMETHING THAT WOULD HELP HER ІМ НЕР 
NEXT LIVES. 
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SALAMANDER HURRIED DOWN THE STREET 
TO THE LOCAL MATERNITY HOSPITAL. АТ 
LAST A CHILD WAS BORN TO НІМ. HE WAS SO 
HAPPY ABOUT iT THAT IT BURST His BIG 
BLISTER THAT HAD BEEN SWELLING FOR 
SEYERAL WEEKS. iT WAS ALL FROM THE 
LOCAL HEAT. THE CRAZY HELLISH HEAT THAT 
WAS EYERYWHERE OUTSIDE. THE ONLY АТ 
LEAST PARTIAL RESCUE WAS ANY INTERNAL 
OBJECT. DESPITE THE LUXURIOUS AIR 
CONDITIONING. ONE STILL COULON'T 
PROTECT HIMSELF FROM THE RADIATION. 
ALTHOUGH HE WAS ABLE TO GET USED TO IT 
ОҮЕР GENERATIONS. iT WAS ONLY THROUGH 
YARIOUS MUTATIONS OF HIS BODY. DAMAGED 
SKIN ӨР YARIOUS EXTRA LIMBS AND 
GROWTHS. iT COULDN'T DO WITHOUT THEM. 
THEREFORE, PERHAPS ALL LiviNG BEINGS 
WORE SPECIAL CLOTH CLOTHING TO HIDE 
THEIR DEFORMITIES. HE FINALLY REACHED 
THE TUNNEL ELEYATOR THROUGH THE 
RECEPTION DESK, WHICH WAS MANNEQ BY 
ONE LARGE SENSOR. HE STEPPED ONTO THE 
SLATTED FLOOR BENEATH WHICH WAS A 
GIANT PROPELLER. SHE SOON SPUN AND 
CARRIED THE SALAMANDER UP, HE THEN 
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JUST STEPPED ON THE THRESHOLD OF THE 
REQUIRED FLOOR WHERE HE NEEDED TO GO. 
HE THEN RAN) DOWN THE AISLE AND 
STRAIGHT INTO HIS SWEETHEART'S ROOM 
WITH HIS OFFSPRING. HE RAN INTO THE 
DOOR AND UNBUTTONED His ŞViT IN 
ASTONISHMENT. iT EXPOSED His 
НІРРОРОТАМОЅ SKIN. HIS WIFE, ANO NOW 
THE MOTHER OF HIS OFFSPRING. HELD THE 
COMBINATIONS OF THEIR GENES iN HER SUIT. 
HE WAS. А LITTLE BOY WITH A 
HIPPOPOTAMUS SKIN FROM HiS FATHER AND 
A BIG GIANT GROWTH ӨМ HIS FOREHEAD 
FROM Hiş MOTHER. HE WAS LITERALLY А 
BABY HIPPO. SALAMANDER GATHEREQ HiM 
INTO HiS ARMS AND BURIED HiM. THE LITTLE 
BOY BELCHED AND POKED HIS FATHER'S 
"HORN" INTO THE UNZIPPED САР ІМ Hiş 
OYERALLS. BLOOD INSTANTLY GUSHED OUT 
FROM UNDER THE HiPPO'S SKIN AND BEGAN 
BUBBLING. SALAMANDER SOMEHOW DIDN'T 
РАУ MUCH ATTENTION TO iT. HE CONTINUED 
TO ROCK His BABY AND THE WHOLE FAMILY, 
INCLUDING THE MIDWIFE STANDING NEARBY. 
EYERYONE WAS HAPPY. 
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= MOMENT POLEDNICE 
"TRANSPORTED LITTLE DAMIAN ТО 
P THE GHOST REALM, CHAOS ENSUED: 
SUCH ል CREATURE HAS NO BUSINESS IN THIS 
REALM, «SMALL, STILL MUTE AND WITH AN 
INNOCENT EXPRESSION, ONLY S EYES TOLD A 
LOT ABOUT HIM. UST BY LOOKING AT THEM, 
ALL THE GHOSTS, LIKE APPARITIONS, GHOSTS, 
GHOSTS, DEMONS AND DARK FAIRIES, THEY ALL 
REVEALED HIS FATE, HE WAS BORN FROM. THE 
MATURITY OF HUMAN CONCEIT, IN VITRO 
FERTILIZATION — FERTILIZATION አ А TEST 
TUBE, THAT WAS ENOUGH REASON TO CONSIDER 
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HM ፅ MORE ADVANCED SPECIES OF PEOPLE. THE 
SO-CALLED HOMO DEUS. ANOTHER -ATTRIBUTE 
WAS: ALSO HS WAY OF COMING INTO THE 
WORLD ~ BY CAESAREAN SECTION, BLOOD OF 
- BLOOD WAS INHERITED! ዘ THE FORM OF THE 


“RAREST. ТҮРЕ. THE EMPIRE OF GHOSTS =, 


"THEREFORE HAD ITS NEW EMPEROR, WITH BOTH | 
ANCESTRAL AND GENETIC. DETERMI NAT! ON, TO BE 
SUPERIOR FROM THE MOMENT HE САМЕ NTO 
- THE WORLD, EMPEROR DAMIAN | WAS PLACED ON - 
THE THRONE ОР “SHADOWS, WHICH, FROM AN 


© = ANCIENT PROPHECY CIRCULATING IN. THE GHOST 


REALM, WAS SUPPOSED TO BE MADE FOR A 
PREDESTINED PERSON FROM THE HUMAN REALM 
wo WOULD EVENTUALLY CAUSE THE GHOST — 
СЕМОСІ DE. AND SO IT HAPPENED, JUST Å LITTLE 
. BOYÆAND HIS ANNOCENT LOOK WAS ENOUGH. TO 
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MAKE THE GHOSTS AND-GHOSTS START. KILLING 
EACH OTHER. THE DARK FAIRIES BEGAN TO 
< ATTACK GHOSTS, INCLUDING "POLEDNCE, SHE 
ALSO TOOK በ AWAY WITH ፅ SPELL. ALL THAT. 
WAS LEFT OF HER WAS HER RAG CLOAK FULL | 


OF HOLES: HOWEVER, THE DARK FARES OT | 


AWAY WITH IT IN. THE SECOND. WAVE, WHEN. 
SPIRITS, CONSPIRED AGAINST THEM WITH 
MIRAGES, WHICH FLEW THROUGH THER. BODIES 
«AND ТООК AWAY ALL THEIRe LIFE ENERGY, 
HOWEVER, AS IS+USVALLYSTHE CASE, EVEN 


THOSE. WHO- CONSPIRE- TOGETHER END UP 


TURNING -AGAINST EACH OTHER, AND 80 THE 
040575 DESTROYED THE GHOSTS BY SHEER 
[፪፻ OF WILL. BUT. THE SPI IRITS FORGOT | 
ABOUT THE DEMONS, WHO WERE PATIENTLY 
. WAITING FOR THER MOMENT TOJATTACK. THEY 
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FULLY WT ALL THE SPIRITS WEAKENED. BY THE 
BATTLE, BUT AS IS USUAL WITH DEMONS, THEY 
- PRESFICKLE AND TREACHEROUS MISCREANTS WHO 
HAVE DECIDED TO LEAVE THE DEAN. REALM 0. 


22 GHOSTS, FORTUNATELY; THEY TOOK DAMEN © 
С ዘጠ THEM TO THE HUMAN REALM AND LEFT 


HM AT А DESERTED CROSSROADS UNTIL A 
PASSER-BY MET HIM. BUT WHAT HE WAS ጩሄ 
TO INFLUENCE IN THE GHOST REALM WITH HIS 
- MERE EXISTENCE WAS AN OBJECT THAT ONLY | 

HUMANS CAN CONTROL — POLITICS. ° 
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- (UNAS YES, THAT REALLY WAS HIS NAME. HE TURNED 
AROUND, OVERGROWN AND IN A SWEATY TRICK. NO WONDER, THE 
TIME WAS IN THE MIDDLE OF SUMMER, THE YEAR OF MR. 1864. НЕ 
WAS HOLDING A PORCELAIN SET OF A SAUCER AND A COP N HIS 
HANDS. SHE WAS FIRST CLASS. IT WAS LOCATED IN THE 
DEPARTMENT STORE OF THE MAHLER FAMILY. THER PRODUCT 
RANGE WAS IN THE HOME ACCESSORIES AND EQUIPMENT 
CATEGORY. MAS. MAHLER, WHO HAD KNOWN HIM FOR ለ LONG 
TIME, CALLED HIM, SHE WALKED UP TO HIM THROUGH THE HALL OF 
BEAUTIFULLY DECORATED CHAIRS AND AT FIRST LET OUT A RELIEVED 
SICH. 
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-CUNAS UMESA, F IM NOT MISTAKEN, YOU ለጄ ለ VERY 
SKILLED GLAZER, AREN'T YOU?” 
= YES, YES," SHE FLAT TERED HIM AND HE REPLIED, WHAT DO YOU 
SAY ABOUT THAT LUXURIOUS MUG AND SAUCER YOU'RE HOLDING 
IN YOUR HAND?" CUP AS SMILED. 
= IT IS AN IMPRESSIVE WORK OF AUSTRIAN GLASSMAKERS AND 
GOLDSMITHS," HE REPLIED.-, HOW MUCH WOULD YOU VALUE IT" 
- „ABOUT FIVE HUNDRED TOLARS," HE ESTIMATED, 
- OKAY, ІШ GIVE HIM THAT PRICE," SHE SAD AND WROTE THE 
PRICE ON А PIECE OF PAPER FOR THE SET, WHICH UMESA CAREFULLY 
PUT BACK IN ITS PLAGE. THE SHOP BUILT RELATIONSHIPS, HE 
CONTINUED WITH ANOTHER PIECE, THIS TIME SHE PLACED THE 
CARDS WITH ለ PEN ON THE TABLE NEXT TO HIM, 50 THAT HE 
COULD COMPLETE THEM HIMSELF. MRS. MAHLEROVÅ SAT NEARBY, 
SHE HAD ለ CUSTOMER. CURAS UMEISA FINISHED HIS WORK AND 
LEFT THE STORE WITH A FAREWELL. HE APPEAREDAN THE MIDDLE OF 
MAN JIHLAVA SQUARE, WHICH ዘ THE VERY CENTER HAD SEVERAL 
LARGE FAMILY HOUSES STUCK TOGETHER. THESE HOUSES BELONGED 
ONLY TO MERCHANTS. HE WENT TO ONE OF THE NEIGHBORING 
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HOUSES, WHICH HAD TABLES AND CHAIRS WITH UMBRELLAS IN 
FRONT OF ITS ENTRANCE. HERE HE SAT DOWN, BOUGHT ለ 
NEWSPAPER AND COFFEE WITH WAFERS. HE OPENED THE LOCAL 
PAPERS AND GOT ወ SCARED THAT HE ALSO SCALDED HIS LIPS FROM 
THE HOT COFFEE. HE CORSED LOUDLY UNTIL SEVERAL HEADS 
AROUND TURNED TO HIM, IT WAS WRITTEN IN THE NEWSPAPER 
THAT AN ENTIRE STREET HERE IN THE CTY HAD SUNK INTO THE 
GROUND. IT DRIVES PEOPLE FROM ALL OVER ТО VISIT. НЕ TURNED 
THE PAGE, THIS TIME THE ONLY LITERALLY HOT NEWS WAS THAT 
THE SAME STREET IN TOWN THAT HAD CAVED IN HAD. BURNED 
DOWN. WOW?! THE CITY IS IN A DESOLATE STATE. HE PAID, 
THINKING ABOUT THE NEWS.OF THE PAPER, AND HEADED HOME, IN 
THE EVENING HE WAS ALREADY DRESSED BETTER AND WENT OUT 
INTO THE STREETS OF THE ОТҮ TO SEE THE MISFORTUNES, EVEN AS 
HE WALKED THROUGH THE STREETS, HE COULD HEAR PEOPLE 
TALKING ABOUT THE HELLFIRE THAT HAD ESCAPED FROM A GAP IN 
THE GROUND THAT HAD OPENED UP IN THE CITY. 

IT I$ SAID THAT, HERE ዘ JIHLAVA, THE GROUND HAS OPENED INTO 
HELL ITSELF. HOWEVER, THE BUILDINGS THAT HAD COLLAPSED INTO 
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THE UNDERGROUND WERE TAKEN OUT AND PARTIALLY BURNED TO 
ASHES. THE FIRE ዘለ EVENTUALLY STOPPED N ONE OF THE 
NEIGHBORING STREETS, AS THE FIRE CLIMBED TO THE ROOF AND 
THEN JUMPED TO ANOTHER AND ANOTHER. NOTHING 
COMPLICATED, Е THE BUILDINGS WERE BUILT IN ONE ROW. - HEY 
GUYS!” HE ADDRESSED SOME GENTLEMEN STANDING NEXT TO THE 
BULDING. THEY NOTICED. = САМ YOU TELL ME SOMETHING ABOUT 
THE THINGS HERE?” - МКО, THERE ARE UNDERGROUND. PASSAGES 
UNDER THE CITY AND THESE BUILDINGS WERE UNLUCKY THAT THE 
EARTH'S LAYER WAS THE THINNEST HERE," SAID THE MAN BRIEFLY. 
APPARENTLY HE WAS A MINER. THE CORRIDORS WERE NEW TO 
CURAS. - WAIT, WHAT. CORRIDORS?” = „ВОТ, MINING CORRDONS, 
BUILT SINCE THE BTH CENTURY. = WHAT ARE YOU DOING THEM 
FOR) = DEEP UNDERGROUND BENEATH) THE CITY ARE DEPOSITS OF 
SIVER. WE ARE ALSO CONNECTING THE BASEMENTS OF THE 
CENTRAL HOUSES AND BUILDING SEWERS.” — THEY WROTE IN THE 
NEWSPAPERS THAT IT ATTRACTS A LARGE NUMBER OF LOCAL 
CURIOS AND HUNTERS OF PRECIOUS METALS. YES, THE LEAVES ARE 
NOT WRONG. I'VE ALSO ALREADY LOADED SOME SILVER.” "WOULD 
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YOU TAKE МЕ THERE" =, BUT SIR? WHAT DO YOU WANT ТО SEE 
THERE? IT'S DARK, NARROW AND DAMP" -THEY SAY THAT HELL 
COMES OVER THERE. PEOPLE IN THE CITY TALK A LOT. ABOUT IT," 
ADDED THE SECOND MINER, WHO HAD BEEN SILENT UNTIL NOW. = I 
WOULD LIKE TO TRY MY LOCK WITH THE SILVER, YOU KNOW. I'M ለ 
GLAZIER, SO I WOULD SAVE ON MATERIALS AT THE GOLDSMITH S," 
EXPLAINED CURAS, ALREADY WITH THE VISION THAT HE WOULD 
HAVE Hš OWN SETS OF DISHES SIMILAR TO THOSE HE APPRECIATED 
TODAY AT THE MAHLERS. — YES, SIR. WELL, GOOD. INVITE U$ FOR ለ 
TANKARD OF BEER AND WE CAN START TALKING ABOUT THE PRICE 
OF THE TOUR," THE MINER SET THE BAR. ÅT THE PUB NEAR THE 
DUCK, THEY AGREED ON A PRICE FOR THE TOUR. "ТО TOLARS," THE 
MINER SAID TO HIMSELF -FOR BOTH OR FOR ONE" HE 
DEMANDED CLARIFICATION FROM UMES. =, FOR ONE," ANSWERED 
THE SECOND MINER. THE GLAZIER LOWERED HIS EYES. "WELL, YOU 
KNOW, SILVER IS MINED THERE FOR ANOTHER TOLARS," LAUGHED 
THE MINER WITH THE GREASED MOUTH, —,DON'T WORRY, WELL 
DIG UP YOUR CASH BOX FOR YOU THERE," LAUGHED THE-SECOND 
MINER AGAIN UNDER HIS BEARD WITH BEER FOAM, THE LIGHTS OF 
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THE FIERY FLAMES CRAWLED ALONG THE GRANITE WALLS SPRINKLED 
WITH THE DAMPNESS AND SWEAT OF THE SUBTERRANEAN, 

- Å HEARD THAT SOME PEOPLE HAVE DEGENERATED IN THESE 
CATACOMBS,” SAID THE MINER FOOLISHLY. HE CAUSED MR. CURAS 
CONSIDERABLE ANXIETY. ~n PROKOPL DON'T SCARE OUR GUEST. 
THESE ARE NOT CATACOMBS, NO. PEOPLE ARE BURIED HERE. 
NEVERTHELESS, | PERSONALLY KNOW CASES THAT HAVE LOST THER 
MINDS IN THESE TUNNELS,” SPOKE THE MORE MATURE MINER, HIS 
VOICE RESONATING FORWARD AND BACKWARD THROUGH THE 
DARKNESS OF THE CORRIDOR WHERE THE TORCH FLAMES ENDED. 
THEY WALKED IN SILENCE FOR A WHILE, ONLY THER FOOTSTEPS 
FUMBLED ALONG WITH THE SWEATY AND ICY WALLS. THE PATH 
WAS UNCHARTED, DIFFICULT TO ESTIMATE. CHUr AS UMESA WAS 
THE LAST TO GO, AND $0- THE FIELD. OF FIERY LIGHT FROM THE 
TORCH CLOSED JUST BEHIND HIM. WEIRD FEELING. THE DARK TUNNEL 
BEHIND HIM NARROWED STEP BY STER ALL THE MORE AS-HE WAS 
DEEPER IN THE UNDERGROUND OF JIHLAVA WITH EACH STE? = THE 
TUNNELS HERE ARE UP TO 100 METERS DEEP AND SOME 28 
KLOMETERS LONG. ЇТ% NOT HARD TO GET LOST HERE, BUT IT'S 
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FATAL" THEY STOPPED IN THE MIDDLE OF THE INTERSECTION OF 
CORRIDORS, AFTER THE OLDER MINER COMMENTED ON HIS 
LABYRINTH OF WORK. THE CORRIDOR HERE SPLIT INTO THREE 
DIRECTIONS. - WELL SIR, HERE WE ARE ALREADY ABOUT TEN METERS 
BELOW THE SURFACE. IF YOU WANT TO: GO FOR SILVER, THEN RIGHT 
HERE, BUT BE PREPARED THAT WE WILL GO THE DEEPEST," WARNED 
THE MOST EXPERIENCED MINER. THE YOUNGER MAN WAS SHAKING 
JUST THINKING ABOUT WHAT STORIES HE HAD HEARD. — AND 
WHAT IS IN THOSE OTHER CORRIDORS? CUNAS. ASKED UMES. A 
SECOND. OF SLENGE FOLLOWED. "OKAY, WELL, ІШ TELL YOU AND 
THEN WELL SETTLE IT TOGETHER," SUGGESTED THE OLDER MINER 
AND CONTINUED. "THESE CORRIDORS BEGAN TO BE BULT IN THE 
THIRTEENTH CENTURY," HE REPEATED. ЈН MEANS THAT МУ 
ANCESTORS AND EQUALLY. EMPLOYED NEIGHBORS, WHO HELPED 
EACH OTHER, MANAGED TO BULD SUCH A COMPLEX SYSTEM OF 
CORRIDORS UNDER THE ENTIRE CITY OVER THE COURSE OF SEVERAL 
CENTURIES THAT IT IS FROM THE VERY CENTER OF THE CITY UNDER 
THE MAIN SQUARE IN DEPTH AND TOWARDS THE OUTSKIRTS OF 
THE CITY TO FAR AWAY. THEREFORE, IF YOU WANTED TO TRAVEL 
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THROUGH THE CITY, YOU SHOULD GO LEFT FROM THERE, THAT 
TUNNEL CONNECTS TO OTHER TUNNELS OF OTHER MINING FAMILIES 
YOU'D JUST HAVE-TO BE CAREFUL NOT TO END UP N SOME NASTY 
SHAFT OR SPIDER WEB," THE OLDER MINER LOOKED DEADLY SERIOUS. 
CURAS FELT COLD. HE HATED SPIDERS TO DEATH. HE ALREADY 
IMAGINED HIM BEING ENTWINED IN ለ COCOON BY А THREE-METER 
GIANT WHITE SPIDER WITH ‘THIN LEGS. HE HAD TO KNOCK, BUT 
THAT DIDN'T HELP EITHER. THAT UNPLEASANT. FEELING REMAINED 
INSIDE. — AND THE MIDDLE CORRIDOR? ASKED THE GLAZIER: ነከ Қ 
CONNECTED TO THE SEWAGE SYSTEM. UNLIKE THE ONE.ON THE 
LEFT, IT DOES NOT CONNECT CELLARS BUT CHANNELS UNDER THE 
CITY," EXPLAINED THE MINER. -„OKAY, SAID CUP AS AND WPED 
HIS ICY SWEATY FOREHEAD, AS WELL AS THE WALLS OF THE 
TUNNELS AROUND НІМ, THAT STARTED TO SOAK INTO THEM. HE 
SLOWLY BUT SURELY BECAME A PART OF THEM. HE GOT USED TO 
THE DARKNESS Or THE CORRIDORS, WHICH HE SAW FOR THE FIRST 
TIME IN HIS ШЕЕ, НЕ STILL HAD ለ CHANCE TO TURN IT AROUND. 
BUT WHAT WOULD. THEY THINK? HE DIDN'T KNOW. -YOU CAN 
CLIMB ELSEWHERE THAN HERE, RIGHT?" —YES, JUST TAKE THE LEFT 
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CORRIDOR, EVEN THE MIDDLE ONE WOULD BE FINE, BUT YOU COULD 
QUITE EASILY COME ACROSS RATS OR DROWNING PEOPLE. AT 
WORST, ON THE LUNATICS LIVING IN THOSE CANALS. THOSE ARE 
THE ONES WHO BECOME DROWNED HERE FIRST,” SAID THE MINER. 

CUNAS HAD TO LEAN AGAINST THE WALL AS HIS HEAD WAS 
SPINNING FROM WHAT HE HEARD. SHE WAS AS SLIMY AND COLD AS 
HE IMAGINED ለ DROWNING MAN TO FEEL. HE HAD ТО CROUCH 
AND HEARD A RUSTLE BEHIND HIM, THERE IN THE DARKNESS. НЕ 
CLOSED HIS EYES AND WIPED HIS FOREHEAD AGAIN, THE SOUND OF 
THE FABRIC OF HIS COAT RUBBING AGAINST HIS WET SKIN ACTED LIKE 
THE BRISTLING HAIRS OF A LARGE WET AND SEWAGE-SMELLING RAT 
BARING ITS TEETH AT HW. À$ SHARP AS NEEDLES, FLEAS, MOST 
LIKELY ATTACKED BY THE PLAGUE, JUMP ON HER. -ARE YOU 
OKAY, MR. CURAS?" A YOUNGER MINER ROUSED HIM FROM НК 
NIGHTMARE REVERE AND HELPED HIM TO НК KNOCKING FEET. 
— EXCUSE ME, MY LEGS JUST GAVE OUT ለ BIT," APOLOGIZED MR. 
UMEJSA. HE WAS REALLY FRAGILE INSIDE. "IT DOESN'T LOOK LKE THE 
MINES ARE QUITE: THE PLACE FOR YOU," THE OLDER. MINER 
REMARKED. UMEJSA COULD ONLY REMAIN SILENT. -,OKAY, HERE 
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YOU GO," HE HANDED HIM His TORCH. -„КО | CAN'T DO THAT 
MYSELF, YOU WILL HAVE TO TAKE ME OUT," PLEADED THE GLAZIER, 
THE MINERS LOOKED AT EACH OTHER. — WELL, WELL KEEP THE 
MONEY FOR THE TOUR." = WAIT, BUT I WAS PAYING YOU FOR 
PREACHING.’ = NOT 50 THEN. THIS I$ PAID BY THE KILO, UNLESS 
YOU PAY US EXTRA." "FAUCINAL, YOU COULDN'T SAY THAT RIGHT 
AWAY, UMESA BECAME *ANXIOUS+AGAN. — WELL KEEP THE 
TOLARS, SIN" THE YOUNGER MINER ALSO STARTED. -WILL YOU 
TAKE ME UPSTAIRS)” ASKED CURAS ONCE MORE. = WELL, YES, WE 
WILL TAKE YOU OUT,” THE MINER FINALLY TOOK PITY AND THEY 
HURRIED UP THE CROOKED AND SLIPPERY STAIRS. EVEN SO, CURAS 
FELT THAT SOMETHING WAS PULLING HIM DOWNSTAIRS. THEY 
CLIMBED OUT AND UMES IMMEDIATELY FELT BETTER. THEY AGREED 
AND EVERYONE WENT THEIR SEPARATE WAYS, 

AFTER ለ TIME THAT WAS LONGER THAN LONG, ለ GENDARME 
STOPPED. BY HIS HOUSE, HE WAS VERY URGENT, =, SIR, YOU ARE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DEATH OF TWO MINERS. < SORRY?" UMESA 
WONDERED. THE GENDARME TOLD HIM HOW MANY TEARS THE 
MINER $ WIFE SHED THAT HE DID NOT COME HOME THE NEXT DAY. 
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(WA, ON THÉ OTHER HAND, EXPLAINED TO THE GENDARME THE 
VERBAL AGREEMENT WITH THE YOUNG AND OLD MINER. THE 
GENDARME WARNED HIM THAT THE DEATH OF MINERS-IS VERY 
COMMON AND TOOK HIM BY THE COLLAR AND THREW HIM 
ABOUT. -YOU WILL GO AND PRAY TO MRS. MINER, MAY THEY BE 
ALIVE.” "WELL, [W BEGGING YOU, SUCH BEHAVIOR,” UMESA WAS 
ANNOYED. THE MINER LAMENTED HOW MANY CHILDREN SHE HAD, 
AND HER HUSBAND AND BROTHER DISAPPEARED INTO THE 
UNRETURNABLE UNDERGROUND. SHE ADDED THAT IF THEY REALLY 
DISAPPEARED, THEN MR. CURAS UMESA WOULD GO AND SIT 
DOWN. "OR GO FIND THEM IN THE UNDERGROUND WHERE YOU 
SENT THEM," SUGGESTED THE GENDARME. HE PRETENDED THAT HE 
WANTED TO HELP UMES, BUT IN REALITY HE FAILED HIM. CUNAS 
BROKE INTO AN ICY SWEAT, ONLY NOT: THERE! "I'D RATHER GO TO 
PRISON." NEITHER THE GENDARME NOR MRS. HORNKOVA KNEW 
HOW TO REACT,:S0 SHE STARTED CRYING AND THE GENDARME 
THREATENED CURAS THAT THERE WAS A GUY LIKE HIM AND HE 
COULD «EASILY COME TO HARM, WHICH COULD DAMAGE THE 
STATUS AND REPUTATION OF HIS GLASSMAKING FAMILY, UMESA 
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FELT HIMSELF TO BEIN A TIGHT ФОТ. SO HE HIRED ANOTHER MINER 
TO TAKE THEM BOTH ON A TOUR OF THE UNDERGROUND THAT 
THEY WERE LOOKING FOR THE MISSING MINERS: THE MINER SAW 
THAT THEY WERE ACTING URGENTLY, $0 HE CHARGED ለ LARGE 
AMOUNT ወ TOLARS. THEY SET OUT ዐዘ THE AFTERNOON OF THE 
SECOND DAY. THE MINER TOOK WITH HIM HS AUXILIARY FORCE IN 
THE FORM OF HIS YOUNG SON. CHETNK CAME WITH HIS PARTNER 
AND CUMAS WITH A SENSE OF BELONGING TO НК FAMILY, WITH 
WHOM HE HAD MADE GOOD THE PREVIOUS EVENING. THEY 
ENTERED. THE TUNNELS THROUGH COMPLETELY DIFFERENT 
ENTRANCES THAN WHERE THE PREVIOUS FAMILY OF MINERS HAD 
TAKEN HIM. ከ SEEMED LIKE EVERY FAMILY HAD THEIR OWN . —,| 
KNOW THAT THE FAMILY OF MINERS YOU ARE LOOKING FOR HAS 
ITS HOLES FURTHER SOUTH, BUT THEY ARE CONNECTED DEEPER 
ANYWAY. IF THEY WENT FOR SILVER, THEY HAD TO GO DEER AND 
HOPEFULLY WELL FIND THEM THERE ТОО, BUT THE QUESTION ሀ IN 
WHAT CONDITION,” THE MINER POINTED OUT MORE PRECISELY. 

FOR AEW MINUTES THEY JUST WALKED ዘ SILENCE DOWN THE 
LONG CORRIDOR SOMEWHERE AT А STEEP ANGLE. THE MINER HAD ለ 
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LANTERN AND ለ SIX-YEAR-OLD BOY NEXT TO HIM, WHO WAS 
SINGING TO HIMSELF ALONG THE WAY. IT WAS SUCH ለ CATCHY 
TUNE THAT IT WOULD HAVE BEEN WORTH RECORDING, BUT 
UNFORTUNATELY NONE OF THEM KNEW THE NOTES. IT WAS THE 
MELODY OF A SONG THAT DIDN'T EXIST YET. THE TWO POLICEMEN 
IN THE BACK AND CURAS IN THE MIDDLE HAD TORCHES. CURAS 
THOUGHT THE BOY WAS A GENIUS. SUCH. ARE SOMETIMES THE 
PARADOXES OF DETERMINATION. YOU ARE BORN. A MINER AND 50 
YOU WILL BE A MINER DESPITE THE FACT THAT YOU HAVE MORE 
THAN CLEAR MUSICAL TALENT. = WHAT А CZECH À MUSICIAN,” 
THE MINER'S FATHER SPOKE OUT OF THE BLUE, CONSIDERING UMEJSA. 
- DO YOU MIND SINGING, GENDARMES? THE MINER ASKED ON THE 
WAY BACK. = NO SIR, THERE IS JUST А BIG ENOUGH ECHO," REPLIED 
THE GENDARME. THE MINER SMILED AND PATTED THE BOY ON THE 
HEAD. THEY ARRIVED AT A FLOOR FULL OF MORE TUNNELS THAT 
SEEMED KALEIDOSCOPIC, = NOW PAY ATTENTION, WE ARE IN THE 
MAN TUNNEL, WHICH IS CONNECTED TO BRANCHES, MOSTLY 
TUNNELS OR CELLARS. KEEP BEHIND ME,” ADVISED THE. MINER, 
NUDGING THE BOY WITH HIS PALM TO KEEP UP WITH HIM. AGAIN, 
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DESPITE (OR MAYBE BECAUSE OF) THE GENDARMES WITH THER 
BATONS BEHIND THEN BELTS, HE FELT A STRONG ANXIETY 
TOWARDS CUñAS. HE WAS REALLY UNCOMFORTABLE. THE WALLS 
HERE STARTED TO SWALLOW HIM UP AGAIN. TENSION GRPPED HIM. 
THE STENCH, THE HUMIDITY, THE COLD, PLUS WHAT HE HAD 
HEARD ABOUT THE UNDERGROUND. HOW 1$ IT POSSIBLE THAT EVEN 
THE TWO BRAVE MINERS 007 LOST HERE? AND THE TWO 
GENDARMES IN THE BACK, BREATHING ON THE BACK OF His NECK, НЕ 
HAD ТО STRAIGHTEN HIS COAT COLLAR. THEY WERE DEEP SOME 40 
METERS. - ДНК IS, WHERE THE BASEMENT LAYER ENDS AND THE 
SEWERS BEGIN, PLEASE BE CONSIDERATE AND ALERT. YOU NEVER 
KNOW WHO YOU MIGHT MET, THE MINER WARNED THEM 
AHEAD OF TIME. HE HAD NEVER SEEN SUCH EXPRESSIONS AS HIS 
FOLLOWERS. THE SMELL OF THE DUNGEON MINGLED WITH THE MASS 
OF SEWAGE AND ROT. NONE OF THEM HAD EXPERIENCED SUCH A 
SMELL, NOT EVEN THE MINER AND HIS SON WERE USED TO IT. -DO 
YOU STIL WANT TO LOOK FOR THEM)” THE MINER ASKED ለ 
STARTLED UMESL HE MADE SURE THAT HE DIDN'T WANT ТО, BUT 
НЕ HAD TO, JUST CONSIDERING THE TWO GENDARMES BEHIND HIM. 
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SO THEY WENT INTO THE SEWER TUNNELS. ALONG WITH GETTING 
USED TO AMMONIA AND THE PERNICIOUSNESS OF THE CANAL 
AREA, ርዐሽለ፥ WAS ALSO CAUGHT BY ANOTHER DANGEROUS TRAP 
AND THAT ሀ ለ MERE THOUGHT. WHAT IF THEY PUT IT ON HIM? 
MAYBE THEY HID SOMEWHERE AND MADE UP THEIR 
DISAPPEARANCE TO GET HIM INTO TROUBLE? OF COURSE! BECAUSE 
THEY SAW THAT HE WASN'T DONG WELL HERE. AND THEY 
ALREADY, HAD AN EXCUSE. WELL, THAT'S WHAT | COULD HAVE 
THOUGHT, THAT BUNDLE OF PARANOIA WAS SWARMING IN HIS 
HEAD. =, SOMETIMES THESE SPACES CAN AROUSE VARIOUS IDEAS OR 
THOUGHTS IN PEOPLE, WHICH ARE SOMEWHAT INTRUSIVE, | WOULD 
SAY," THE MINER OKE AGAIN OUT OF NOWHERE, THEY 
WALLOWED IN POOLS OF SEWAGE AND ROT. SOMETHING STRANGE 
AND HARDENED MOVED UNDER UMEJS FEET. HE SLIPPED ON IT AND 
LOST HIS BALANCE, HE FELL BACKWARDS ONTO THE CHEST OF THE 
GENDARME, WIO WAS CURSING. Å BONE EMERGED FROM THE 
WATER UNDER CHUNASS SHOES. SHE WAS BIG ENOUGH TO BE 
HUMAN, CUNAS BROKE INTO A COLD SWEAT AND THE GENDARME 
GOT HIM BACK ON HS FEET, -,,GO ON MAN, WERE NOT GOING TO 
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GET OUT OF THIS HERE AFTER ALL." CUNAS TURNED TO HIM TO 
GET A BETTER LOOK AT HIM. THE GENDARME HAD Å SPIRALING 
UPWARD-MUSTACHE AND ONE SQUNTING EYE UNDER AN EYEBROW 
THAT EITHER FROWNED OR WAS SO FUSED WITH THE OTHER AS TO 
BE UNRECOGNIZABLE, ዘነ SORRY, CONSTABLE,” ОМЕКА SAID, BUT 
IT DIDN'T CHANGE THE GENDARME'S APPEARANCE, HE STILL HAD A 
POUTY FACE. 

= WE CAN CONTINUE" 

THE MINER ASKED. — YES, YES," ANSWERED THE LAST GENDARME АТ 
THE BACK. UNFORTUNATELY, UMEJS' TORCH FELL INTO THE SEWER, 
$0 THEY HAD TOGO IN A DIFFERENT ORDER AND MORE CROWDED 
TOGETHER. FINALLY THEY CAME TO.SOME SMELLY CORNER. THE 
PROCESSION WAS BLOCKED BY A WOODEN WALL, LIKE A SLUICE GATE. 
"WELL, CUR YOUR TIME HAS.COME, THE MINER SPOKE TO HIS BOY, 
AND HE HAPPILY SQUEEZED INTO ለ SMALL CRACK IN THE WALL 
AND DISAPPEARED INTO IT. - WHERE DID YOU SEND НІМ) HE WAS 
INTERROGATED BY ለ GENDARME. = HE WILL OPEN FOR US FROM 
THE OTHER SIDE," THE MINER TAPPED ON THE SLOWLY ROTTING 
PIECE OF PLANKS. - SR) DO YOU HEAR THAT?" THE OTHER 
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GENDARME SUDDENLY ASKED, PULLING OUT HIS BATON. STICKY 
FOOTSTEPS ECHOED FROM THE WALLS OF THE OPPOSITE CORRIDORS. 
AND SURE ENOUGH, A SNOUT WITH BRISTLES EMERGED FROM 
AROUND THE CORNER. Å GIANT RAT WITH SHARP FANGS. =,AAH," 
SHOUTED THE GENDARME AND HIT HER WITH ዘሄ BATON RIGHT 
BETWEEN HER DISGUSTING EYES. SHE SQUEALED AND DISAPPEARED 
BACK. THE SOUND OF STICKY FOOTSTEPS GREW LOUDER AND 
LOUDER. — MORE. ARE COMING!” THE GENDARME WARNED, AND 
THE OTHER HAD ALREADY DRAWN НК BATON. PANIC WAS BREWING 
ዘ UMES. = HURRY ወ THE MUG! A MINER WAS BANGING ON 
WOOD. THE TWO GENDARMES, BATONS DRAWN, WERE WAITING 
TO SEE IF SOMETHING WOULD REAPPEAR AROUND THE CORNER. THE 
SQUEALING OF THE RATS GREW LOUDER AND CLOSER. UMES 
RUMBLED WHEN HE HEARD THE WOODEN PLANK MOVE BEHIND HIM, 
BY MEANS OF A PULLEY, TO WHICH TT WAS ATTACHED ON THE 
OTHER SIDE BY A ROPE, AT THE END OF WHICH THE BOY WAS NOW 
PULLING. THE MINER WAS THE FIRST TO STRETCH UNDER THE WOOD 
WITH HK HEAD DOWN, FOLLOWED BY CURAS AND THE 
GENDARMES. KLUEINA LET GO OF THE CABLE AND THE WOODEN 
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PLANK FELL BACK DOWN INTO ITS POSITION AS THE PROTECTOR OF 
THE PASSAGE. = SMART MUG!” THE MINER PRAISED THE BOY. НЕ 
WAS SMILNG. = DAMN, WHAT KIND OF MONSTERS WERE THOSE?” 
HE FAGD UMESA. = NOTHING WE WOULDN'T KNOW HOW TO 
DEAL WITH," ANSWERED ONE OF THE GENDARMES. YOU COULD SEE 
THE SWARTHYNESS ON THEM, LIKE SOME ASPECT OF THER 
PERSONALITY THAT THE LOCAL UNDERGROUND CAN AWAKEN IN 
PEOPLE. THEY BOTH HAD PURSED LPS, ROLLED THEIR EYES LIKE THER 
INSPECTORS, AND STILL HAD HEAVY BATONS N THEIR’ HANDS. 
= NOW WE ARE GOING INTO THE TUNNEL, WHICH ALREADY LEADS 
TO THE MINES UNDER THE CITY," EXPLAINED THE MINER. SO THEY 
WENT THROUGH THAT TUNNEL = HOW DID THOSE MONSTERS 
COME AFTER US HE STILL COULDN'T COME TO TERMS WITH 
UMEJSA S SITUATION, -THEY SMELLED. FOOD," REPLIED THE MINER 
DRYLY. -,WAIT, YOU HAVE FOOD WITH YOU?” -,NO. WE ARE 
FOOD, THE MINER WIPED HIS NOSE. ОМВКА, WITH. ASTONISHMENT 
OF FEAR, BONE THE GENDARMES, WHO WERE ALREADY 
PREPARING THER RONS ON HIM. 

- 60 WE ARE AT A DEPTH OF ABOUT 80 METERS, THE MINES ARE 
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ALREADY STARTING HERE. UNFORTUNATELY, MOST OF THEM HAVE 
ALREADY BEEN MINED AT THE MOMENT, #0 FOR THE ONES WE ARE 
LOOKING FOR AND THE ONES YOU SENT HERE FOR SILVER, WE STILL 
HAVE TO GO DOWN TO THE LOWEST FLOORS, THERE ARE STILL 
VENS OF SILVER THERE. YOU SHOULD START PRAYING. PEOPLE CAN 
GET LOST HERE FOR GOOD,” SAID THE MINER BEFORE WALKING OUT 
INTO THE DEPTHS. UMES WIPED THE ICY SWEAT FROM НЕ 
FOREHEAD. HE ALREADY FELT MORE PART OF THE UNDERGROUND 
THAN PART ОЕ THK ፀር GROUP. STILL, THE RATTLING OF IRONS 
BEHIND HIM SPURRED HIM FORWARD. HE THOUGHT THAT THE 
PRISON WOULD PROBABLY BE AS DAMP AND COLD ለ፥ HERE. HE 
HOPED THEY WOULD FIND THEM. THE NEXT QUESTION WAS REALLY 
IN WHAT CONDITION. -„МҮ MEMORY DOESN'T QUITE WORK 
ANYMORE, BUT | HAVE A FEELING THAT IT WAS HERE, SAID THE 
MINER AT THE CROSSROADS, PONTING THE LIGHT OF HIS LANTERN 
INTO THE SURROUNDING TUNNELS. ONE WAS FULL OF COBWEBS, 
„Nor THIS WAY," HE SAID AND CONTINUED HIS WAY THROUGH 
THE TUNNEL ALONG ITS TURNS. THEY WANDERED LIKE THIS FOR 
ABOUT А FEW TENS OF MINUTES UNTIL THE MINER САМЕ ACROSS ለ 
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PUDDLE, AS IT SEEMED TO LOOK LIKE AT FIRST GLANCE, THERE WERE 
IVIR COINS IN IT. TOLARS. Ar CLEANS THE WATER, BUT MOST 
MINERS TAKE IT AGAN ON THE WAY TO THE SURFACE EITHER 
WELL RUN INTO SOME MINERS, OR SOMEONE LEFT THEM, HERE,” 
EXPLAINED THE MINER. THEY CONTINUED DOWN THE DARK TUNNEL. 
A DRAFT AND AN OMINOUS SILENCE SLOWLY BEGAN TO SPREAD 
FROM ITS DEPTHS. VEINS ОЕ ЕҚ BEGAN TO APPEAR ALONG THE 
WALLS. THEY WALKED PAST THEM AND VENTS. APPEARED. IN THE 
WALLS. THEY WERE DARK AND NARROW. — THESE ARE DETOURS TO 
OTHER PARTS OF THE MINE, ONLY THERE ARE DEAD ENDS, THEY 
LEAD NOWHERE," THE MINER EXPLAINED. HIS KID WAS ለ LITTLE 
NERVOUS. HE LOOKED AROUND ለ LOT. YOU COULD TELL HE WAS 
MAYBE A LITTLE SCARED. CURAS WAS NO LONGER SWEATING, IT 
WAS JUST HIS DIZZINESS FROM THE UNKNOWN. NOW HE FELT 
COMPLETELY PART OF THE UNDERGROUND. THE GENDARMES BEHIND 
HIM WERE NOW IN-COMPLETE IGNORANCE. SOMETHING WAS HIDING 
IN ONE OF THE TURNS. THE MINER BEAMED AT HER. ONE OF THE 
MINERS THAT CURAS HRED STOOD THERE FROZEN. THE MINER 
POKED IT TO SUDDENLY FIND THAT IT WAS STIFF. CORPSE. - DAMN 
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THE KING!” LAMENTED THE MINER AND COVERED His SON'S EYES. 
= COME WITH US, MR. UMESA!” ONE OF THE GENDARMES CALLED 
OUT. "FOR GODS SAKE, NO!" HE PANICKED UMES AND RAN 
FURTHER INTO THE DEPTHS OF THE UNDERGROUND PAST ANOTHER 
MINER SHOVED IN А CREVICE = ATTENTION! THERES А TUNNEL!” 
THE MINER CALLED TO HIM, BUT ርሀሸለ፥ IGNORED THE WARNING 
AND RAN TOWARDS THE DARKNESS. SUDDENLY, HE STEPPED INTO 
THE VOD AND SLID DOWN THE STEEP WALL INTO THE DEEPEST 
LEVELS OF THE JIHLAVA UNDERGROUND. THEN HE SLID DOWN TO 
THE GROUND WITH HIS FEET. Å PORTAL APPEARED IN FRONT OF 
HM, ABOUT FIVE METERS HIGH AND THREE METERS WIDE. IT 
GLOWED IN A KIND OF TORCHLIGHT, SO WAS IT TRUE AFTER ALL? 
HAS HELL REALLY BROKEN LOOSE HERE UNDERGROUND? SOMETHING 
STOMPED HERE! HE LOOKED AROUND. SCARED. WAS IT SATAN 
HIMSELF? NOWHERE. IT WAS A HEDGEHOG. HE BRISTLED HIS THORNS 
A PIECE FROM CUMAS. DID HE GET HERE THROUGH A PORTAL? HE 
HAD THE FEELING THAT HE MIGHT HAVE GONE COMPLETELY CRAZY 
AND MAYBE EVEN. PISSED HIS PANTS FOR THAT $UDE-DOWN. 
HOWEVER, THERE WAS NO OTHER WAY. HE HAD NO CHOICE BUT 
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Arcådius knocked on the heavy oak door With 
a half-moon-shaped brass knocker. There was 
silence for å Second until heavy footsteps 
came from afar, from nowhere to the door 
to the Space beyond. The door opened and he 
appeared in it and just Stood there. 879 
overgrown. Soaked in å tor T-Shirt. -, What 
do you want here? Probably Uranus himself 
asked, às Are dios guessed from the Sign on 
the corner of this inn. I just need å beer 
and & pork knuckle,” Arksdios sold himself: 
Uranus let him in. OW the table in front of 
him he placed ል pot of Smoked knee and a 
tankard of beer full of foam. Ark dios Jot 
down to it right away. Julping down beer as 
parched as he was. -,,What i5? Are you not 
eating today? Uran asked from behind the 
bar in AS empty inn. „I traveled here for 
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Several hours at а tihe. You cant be 
Surprised," Ае took an explanatory break 
from eating. -Thanks for opening up tO me. 
I was afraid youd already be closed,” 
Arkadios finished And continued: eating. He 
cut Off pieces of the knee with А knife, 
dipped it in mustard, wrapped it in 
Sauerkraut and put it in his mouth. He took 
a bite of bread and washed it down with 
beer. -,,Why did you come?” »I want to do a 
report and à survey of/ your temple,” he 
replied with å clap. Uranus was taken aback. 
He turned aside behind the counter and put 
his fingers together, his big bearded face 
twisted into а devilish grin. An aura of evil 
began to materialize around him. In order 
not to attract attention he Stopped 
immediately. „It would be so useful for he 
to have SOME more SNOOPINJ hanging around 
now." Irumbled Uran. “But Im not å publicist,’ 
Ark dios grumbled. „ IV а mystery hunter. 
Uran Spilled beer both for him and himself. 
He brought it to. him and. added: -..ዐክ the 
account of the company.” Ark dioS thanked. 
-, Are YOu from the Institute of Occultist5?' 
„No, Im not anymore,” he replied.-, In å 
renegado,” he added and took a bite of 
cabbage.-,,So you belong to the renegades? 
Uranus asked. -, Vo Somehow understand it,” 
Ark dios washed down his remark with a 
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beer. Uranus realized that he could reveal 
himself easily and So he also drank beer. He 
wiped his mustache from the foam and Jave 
Ark dios his hand. -,Uranus Herbertus 5 
Uranus introduced himself by his full mane. 
-,, Ark dios,” they finally got to know each 
Other. 

„Should I put you to bed or will you 
continue today? -what S wrong with you, 
have you lost your mind? The renegade took 
а Lite. „good. 3504," agreed Uranus. „I will 
ask you one hore question. Did you leave on 
your own or were you fired? There was an 
awkward moment of Silence. Uranus had 
already turned to leave without Jetting an 
answer, but Arkadios placed a few bills on 
the table алалау weighed them down with 
a heavy metal coin. „It Should be enough to 
cover the costs for you. excuse he, for the 
trouble with me. Food and drink and also 
Accommodation.‘ So Uranus learned nothing, 
but at least he made money. 

Arcadius was (ying in å fur bed. Не kept 
tossing and turning, unable to fall asleep. 
He had to «keep thinking. about Uranus: 
Something didnt Seem right About him. He was 
beginning to remember the tales of ¡nas in 
the Mountains that were carried by the 
paralogic institute. That exactly this type 
of pub always turns out to be à cannibal. If 
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he falls asleep, he comes for him and impales 
him on à hook And TUYAS him into goulash or 
Sausages, and then someone else who came 
eats him. He wondered if the knee he was 
eating was really pork. Maybe yes. I Sure do, 
he's just haunted here by himself now. Не 
had to go do Something. He got out of bed 
after uncovering layers of furs mostly from 
foxeS and hares. Не had а boar АТ AiS feet 
and å wolf under him. A bearskin was 
prepared next to the bed for winter days: 
But now it was Summer. Still, the village in 
the Crater Mountains vas slightly below 
freezing, especially overnight. During the day 
you could only walk in à T-Shirt. Temperature 
fluctuations here tend to be extreme. 
Arkadios was-only wearing an undergarment 
that could be described as a pajama coverall 
with lacing at іле chest. Не groped im the 
dark for his backpack, in which his melmeter 
was hidden under one of the zippers. He 
turned it on and the night darkness in the 
house was pierced. by rays. of light from the 
digital Screens. From one; the frequency of 
occurrence of anomalies was visible, and the 
other collected, literally vacuumed, 
information from the Space around. The 
Melmeter iS exactly the invention that 
brought ghosts and other paranormal 
phenomena into the Scientific discipline. 
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Thanks to the datasearch System And the 
timetravel plugin, which was able to search 
at what time an anomaly could have 
occurred here And. if 50, 10 compile а 
Scenario in graphie form. In addition, he vas 
also sable to predict im percentage terms 
when the next one would occur. The melmeter 
on the equalizer showed a frequency of ten 
W per second, which was not much, but it 
already indicated something. But it could 
easily just be the. Skins, they are rehains 
after All. It always Showed him the zero 
frequency only. at his home, for which he 
was always very grateful. He was already 
(ooking forward to being there. Sometimes. he 
imagined with horror what would happen if 
Some’ frequencies appeared in iS home 45 
well. ТЕ would only mean that Something is 
Chasing him, OF Something iS out for him. But 
there was another option, that he would be 
exposed to anomalieS So much that he would 
емі frequencies himself. This would only 
result in Some Spirit on entity taking hold 
of him. Не knew how he would proceed 
purification ov eradication Aut now he አልፈ 
to think of Something else. He had to be 
alert. He was at the beginning of his 
mission. Something didnt Seem үлі About 
this pub. Не reckoned that if the area near 
his target, the church, where the anomalies 
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are supposed to occur, then the frequencies 
hust be low here in the inn as well. He just 
didn't expect that much. 16 Фу" was more 
than enough for this distance. He walked 
around the room With the melmeter in his 
hand, to collect move data with the Sensor, 
but he also discovered one more thing, that 
the frequencies also move around the rooh. 
That meant only that there must be 
Something here in the inn that was producing 
those frequencies. 

The melmeter indicator ranged from moderate 
to. moderate anomaly and was colored dark 
green. The number of frequencies increased. 
He opened the door to the INNS upstairs 
hallvay. He walked on top of her and headed 
for where the trigger frequency. point Might 
lie. He mapped the entire journey just by 
looking at one of the displays and according 
to the measured frequencies, which kept 
rising. He reached one of the doors 
upstairs. A clear and chilling silence lurked 
behind them. Until he dies. That morning, that 
door opened, revealing the terrifying 
expression of. Uranus in ihe light of the 
melmeter displays. „Are you looking for 
Something?” We asked. Suddenly, as if 
Arkadios had мо tongue, he was completely 
Speechless. -, What do you have? Uranus 
continued to ask. Ark dios remained silent, 
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Staring breathlessly At the melmeter 
displays. The frequency indicator turned red 
and Shot ህዞ. Suddenly Uran turned and 
before he could Slam the door behind him he 
Said something like*,,60 to Sleep. mani. Then 
the door to Uranus'S room slammed Shut in 
front of Arkady's nose. Melmeter caught а 
cold that morning. Ark dios turned it off 
and went back to bed. He lay there with his 
eyes open to the ceiling im disbelief. 15 
Uranus an anomaly? Or Something iS Stuck OW 
it. It didWt occur to him that he was in 
danger, but he still couldn't sleep. He waited 
hours for the early morning io 90 to the 
church to collect more valuables. According 
to the information he had received from the 
Whitleblowers, this church Should be home to 
the rarest occurrence of anomalies on the 
continent. 

Early in the morning, Arkadios packed up. had 
breakfast, said goodbye to Uranus, who was 
Still yawning, without any Unnecessary 
words, and lefi to face the Sunrise. 
Through an old desolate village where 
roofless Stone buildings stood Overgrown 
with tree roots and wild flowers. He rarely 
саће. across at least a rotted wooden door, 
and even those were in å deplorable state. 
If the building. was missing part of the basic 
Structure, they were useless anyway: With 
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each step he was Jetting closer to the goal 
of NS long journey. The tower ot the 
formerly white. but now gray church rose 
towards him among the ruins. Melmeter was 
in front of Ai» And he Was Jarhering data 
without any scruples. It was controlled Ьу አ 
frequency sensor. Rucicka had more and more 
fluctuations, the closer he Jot to the 
church. Now the hand was at one-Seventy. It 
had the Same value tonight aS he came face 
to face with Uranus. For a Second, he 
remembered his terrifying. face and look, but 
was immediately «chased away by a flock of 
ravens that had just flown out of one of 
the ruins. They were also heading towards 
the church. The entire mountain village was 
preserved by" the cold, but there was ло 
show. This was due to the high Occurrence 
of anonmalies or entities. They were able to 
disrupt the thermonuclear process of the 
environmental life cycle. Often their power 
reached up to the clouds, and So а kind of 
nebula formed over the village and its 
Surroundings, which did not let the heat 
rays of the Sunethrough, mor-did the Snow. 
You could only talk about rain if it was 
drizzling and the drops usually dried 
immediately upon impact. All this he could 
easily find -out with his double-headed 
helmeter. Based om his experience, he would 
198 


Simply call this Situation in the area а 
curse. Nevertheless, he lived in å world and 
å time where and when even these mythical 
events could be explained with the help of 
Science. gut it was enough for Ai to አፈክፐ 
that, Such thingS AS "Supernatural powers 
existed. Their strength iS measured using 
dog units ( V ን, but their Actions can 
already be quantified technologically, 
depending on how they work. The right pari 
of the melmeter was only å kind of compass, 
detector, “anomaly, and entity that by its 
Appearance form and communicate using high 
frequencies W. Being exposed to high 
pressure V certainly meant Severe damage 
to the brain, both psychological, and then 
inevitable death by insanity. And 50 also 
quite possible phySical (damage. Not to 
mention that Such amount of frequencies can 
only be absorbed in the divect vicinity of 
the anomaly. Not even А 9һ05і has Such 
numbers 45 Anomalies. А Spirit is merely 
materialized ectoplasm that has appeared and 
wanders through the astral world. What he 
learned at the paralogie ¡nstitute was really 
only for exceptional individuals. So he was 
glad that he had learned more than enough 
to become አ renegade. He was on his OWN 
how. He had private commssions/ and 
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contributed articles to newspapers. The 
Paralogic Institute had the disadvantage of 
going After its former members. Не killed 
then in different ways. Inside the institute, 
things. worked quite conservatively, and! that 
really didnt suit Arkady. There were enough 
renegades, there was ло exception. They 
mostly knew each other, and the oracle of 
death drove them forward. 

She Stood in all her majestic height on the 
hill of a village With narrow Streets. Stone 
paved Street with marble Sidewalks. Now they 
were worm and dirty from the nudtlovs and 
depositS of duSt and microparticles from the 
anomalies. According to the melmeter, he had 
collected enough data to overheat the 
graphics Scenario. He just didnt know if he 
Should let it 9o. That wouldn't be the whole 
Story. Rather, he allowed himself to. be 
carried away by his imagination, cultivated 
after years of hunting mysteries. On the 
back of his head, he could feel Something 
rushing through those Streets that scared 
the citizens to death. Something big and 
agile; Something they ran and tripped over: 
It was just his feeling. The Stones beneath 
him looked Slippery, So he Stepped carefully. 
He weighed each Step precisely so as not to 
touch the jomts. But he wasnt Such å 
meticulous person that he had to do it all 
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the time. Only” now for your Sense of 
protection. After å while, even Smaller 
Stones were figured in the Street paving, 
and thus more joints were Added. Instead of 
continuing to play his Silly childish Jame, he 
ignored them and continued to walk normally 
like å grown man of experience: He was 
already approaching the church in à Straight 
line. He was in the middle of å Small pebble 
square. The object was Surrounded by an old 
wall one meter high and another one meter 
high Ьу а metal fence. In the middle was an 
iron gate that was twisted and ajar ዘፀ 
went through them. There vas å jump on the 
melmeter and the Values rose by à quarter 
of the current value. Now the melmeter 
Scale. was colored orange. He looked up «from 
the digital Screens to See for himself the 
size of the gothic church of ihe Jod Hypnos. 
It waS about a Aundred meters tall. It was 
built So-called vertically, that is, up 
towards the 904. Its Support SySteh WAS, as 
usual, made of huge and massive pieces of 
stone, aS the foundations of itS corners 
and, walls. It had curved, arches And 
battered Stained glass, on which decorative 
elements could be Seen even through the 
centuries. He Stopped in front of a heavy 
Cracked door made of wood reaching four 
meters. His melmeter kept rising mot only in 
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whistling frequencies but also in data 
collection. Y was held in deep red tones. He 
had to be careful. The incidence of anomaly 
or foreign entity could now he aS high 45 
fifty: percent. In the Institute’ for 
Paralogies, this place was only for the most 
blessed, i.e. the highest ranked. If he had 
stayed there then, he knew that he would 
probably never have looked at this place, 
and if he had, he would have had gray hair. 
Being à renegade was perhaps his destiny. 
At least Ае talked himself into it So he 
wouldn't vegret it. He felt like he was made 
for the job. She gave him meaning in life. 
Now he took the handle of the large door. He 
felt the gaze on him. He looked back. He knew 
Something was watching him, but he couldn't 
See it. He pulled the door, it was really 
heavy. Не Used his tendons and Unused 
muscles. The door Stretched and Arkadios 
could feel the mustiness of the temple. 
Surely no one had been in it for Several 
decades, if not longer. Atleast not anyone 
alive. He didnt have the naive imagination 
thar there werent Undead entities. AS- the 
ancient air escaped to the surface, the 
melmeter began to Sway in all directions, 
and Arkadios heard å woman's Scream 50 
Shrill that. he jumped away from the „door 
with à Start and decided 10 push Ais 
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Shoulder and then Ais whole body against the 
door to close it again. It was as Stiff as 
Opening them. Leaning his back against the 
door, he caught his breath. Не will think 
twice about entering that chapel’ His 
helheter went crazy for А few long 
seconds. He touched the hundred Y level 
where he turned completely black. It meant 
only one thing. 

The anomaly or entity hit the device 
directly. Paralogues whether from the 
institute or renegades, they all believed in 
their melmeter first. He wasnt entirely Sure 
if the anomaly or entity was trying to 
Scare him Off, or if it was drawn to the 
entrance to the church. But what he was 
Sure\of was that She must have it him 100. 
The consequences came immediately. Не saw å 
Shadow around ihe corner of the church. Не 
beckoned him to follow him. He Set the 
helheter in that direction, which, thanks to 
#5 anti-Shock resistance, returned to its 
original State without being damaged in any 
way. Unfortunately, the same couldnt be 
Said for Arkadios's psyche, even though he 
had a trained pSyche, it could do exacily 
what he feared. Delusions. He was never 
Sure if they were delusions or entities. 
Anomalies are rather passive. and do, not 
react to humans. They have the strongest 
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frequencies for that. The entity has lesser 
frequencies but iS active and visible. That 
15, if he wants to Show himself and wants 
tO react to à person or an animal. Delusions 
were the stage where you went crazy and 
your own SULCONSCIONS WAS attacking, you. 
You cant defend against it much, but it 
won't physically harm you. The entity doesnt 
affect your mental health that much, but 
you can easily lose your mind if #5 playing 
With you. There are various PUMOYS about 
even hore Strange phenomena than entities 
or. anomalies, and entity anomalies for а 
change. Aut it was not possible to prove 
this even in paralogic. It iS claimed that it 
Was an anomaly that absorbed the entity 
and thus could become imaged, that it would 
become Visible. However, there is only a 
hypothesis thai anomalieS can become visible 
by themselves. They are supposed to work on 
the principle of a different intelligence. 
Dark intelligence. Arcadios was initiated into 
this basic knowledge of „paralogie by his 
grandmaster Hyperion. He knew why he 
remembered him Just now. „If you are. hit 
by an entity and an anomaly at the Same 
time, it iS quite possible that you will be 
haunted by delusions and at the Same time 
beware of the entity. You dont know what 
to expect from her. It WAS with this memory 
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that Arkadios WAS certain that this would 
be what Hyperion had in mind. He had 
experienced that feeling once before. Then 
Hyperion helped him out of it, but he was 
Still at the Paralogic Institute., Now he had 
to handle it himself. He felt exhausted, not 
physically but mentally. An anomaly was to 
blame. That Shadow around the corner of the 
church approached him. Like he even went to 
check on him to See if he was okay. But 
Ark dios Still didn't know if it was a ghost; 
an entity, or just А delusion. Until it Jot 
to him and breathed in his face. It was an 
entity. He heard a muffled sound. Something 
really incomprehensible and unpleasant to 
listen to. Melmeter automatically translated 
it. Behind. the church.” Then the wind from 
the astral dimension died down And flew 
around the corner of the. church. Melmeter 
beeped. It vas showing 100% data collection 
for the graphics Scenario. Arkadios, a 
renegade of the paralogical institute. 
decided to let it 90. He had mo idea what 
could be waiting for him behind the church. 
Perhaps the video Will make it more clear to 
him what he has the honor of doing here. 
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Graphic Script 


Акаба let down her Slick hair. She. was 
Swimming ің à river near å village that 
Someone already dared to call å Small town. 
In fact, it was Somewhere on the borderline. 
Outside behind the closed wooden Shutters, 
dogs barked, 45 they had Every night lately. 
The dogs were restless. So was the flame of 
the candle that danced its dance on the 
wick of the wax candle. The reflections of 
his dance steps played with the ShadowS on 
Akal s faces in the mirror. She anointed 
herself with. virgin Olive 08, which was 
brought to her by one of the Young men 
from the marketplace where She went every 
day. She was claimed 10 be the host 
beautiful girl in the Settlement, but She did 
not feel that way. She knew she was 
beautiful, but She was pampering. herselt for 
Someone yet to come that she didnt know 
about yet. She wanted Someone, from another 
place to be the well-traveled woman She Saw 
herself as. She often had Svitors from this 
place Show her affection with gifts and 
their time, but She knew mome of them were 
the right ones. On the Other hand, She was 
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afraid to reject them, So there was А rumor 
around the village that She vas Using? 
everyone. So today she decided to 90 and 
interview the local father Үау z Wulf, who 
resided in the local temple dedicated i0 the 
god Hypnos. So She dressed. in å laced 
evening дома with A corset that was, as 
She called it, understated. She went out 
into the street after first blowing out her 
candle. She fled up the stone Street with 
the houses towards the temple. The entrance 
was prepared for her, as well as for other 
citizens. Candies along the pebble Square, as 
always, and in the church Hydra played the 
organ. The church was of Gothic origin, as 
WAS ¡ts picturesqueness. Curved arches in 
windows and #Riches. Built ofa Stones and 
Sandstone 45 well as plaster. She went 
inside. She loved the fan vault of this 
temple. and all its local ornamentation. She 
let the Scent of incenSe pass through her 
body, but not ordinary. but cinnamon- 
flavored, as the 904 Hypnos, Supposedly 
demanded in his temples. She liked the Smell, 
it always opened her heart. She crouched to 
the confession booth, here her big ear 
already heard Something like, Father, I am 
afraid of death, who will take care of my 
pub? And about the travel allowance? 
- Dont be afraid Uranus, we will pray to 
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our 904 Hypnos for your eternal life and 
the protection Of your inn. Surely he will be 
lenient with you if you do it for others. I 
know that your heart is pure. | „ 6004 
Thank you Father Vitav 27 Then the door 
opened and Uranus came out. They Jreeted 
each other neutrally and exchanged places. 
„Good evening, father,” She whispered 
through the wooden decorative lattice. 
-,,G00d evening Akalia, I am glad that you 
really arrived, as Hypnos told he,” slightly 
Scared Akalia улау 2, the priest 04 the 
church. She didnt really tell anyone -sI 
would like to confess about the pulses 
that have been weighing on me lately. I know 
many men from the village like һе, but I 
want, someone” from elsewhere. che wonld 15 
ЫЗ and Th young." -, Akalia, you are young, 
yes, but you have to think about life, about 
your children. Afier all, vou alSo have a 
future mother in you. You have to choose 
not according to yourself, but the best for 
your descendant s. Vitav z interrupted her. 
-,,But what if I dont feel good with him?” 
- „Ни I See that” you сал 7 handle «your 
egoiSh. Come on, Mr. Hypnos doesn't think 
this iS bad for us, so I have understanding 
and advice for yOu. бо down to the river 
tomorrow morning to Shop for herbs and. you 
will meet your future Spouse. „Foy god 
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Hypnos! Thank you Father Vitav z!" , Dont 
be happy yet, girl, youre far from Winning, 
her father Surprised her for the last time 
and then he also left the cabin. 

The mext day, early ің the morning, Akalia 
went, down to the river through the forest, 
as Father Vitav т had advised her. She was 
glad to leave the village, there was another 
death to deal with. Wild 4095 have already 
mauled а fourth person in the past month. 
So far they weve, just /Aunters, that 15; 
until today S. dawn, when the village guard 
was attacked. They bit through the back of 
his neck And vipped through his entire body 
despite his leather armor. She was afraid to 
jo into the forest, even though She knew 
She "would have to be a Sheep. to really he 
attacked. They mostly climbed where they 
shouldn't have. She walked along å twig-lined 
path full of conifer cones all the way down 
to the river, where a lifeless body lay in 
tattered and wet rags that had been 
washed away by the river. She approached 
him cautiously and had the feeling that She 
WAS being watched by Someone, or Something. 
She looked around but Saw no one or 
anything, only trees and ferms and rocks 
and the river. She bent down to the body 
and examined it. He was Still à young man. 
He looked like he had just drowned, water 
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was running from his mouth She knew what 
to do at this moment, after all, she took 
care of her parents in sickness and old 
age, as vell as, after their death, the 
wounded and Sick ің the monastery infirmary. 
She pressed her hands with à nurse's feeling 
On the cheSt and pressed firmly Several 
times. The young man Spat Out the water 
and coughed into the jet and vomited on the 
ground lying on his Side. “Welcome back to 
the living,“ Akalia greeted him vwarhly: 
Something rustled in the bushes and ferns 
not far from her. However, She Saw nothing 
there again. She lifted the Stranger to his 
feet and helped him to the village. She took 
him in first. Although the guards helped her 
in front of ‚the gate, she, 45 one of the 
main nurses, insisted that She had to stay 
with her. She liked him. She fed him and he 
introduced himself to her as Asariel. After 
Some time, Akalià went to interview Father 
Wulf one night. She came inside the temple 
and straight to the cell for confession. 
Father was already there waiting. “Ive been 
waiting for you, my child. he Spoke to her; 
-, Father, I fell in love with Asariel and I 
would like to marry him. I wish you would 
harry uS here in the church. -, Okay му 
child. and when? -One week from today. 
"Okay then,“ they agreed. 
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Akalia Jot а Silk dress, So beautiful! She 
walked into the church with Asariel. It was 
a full moon. -, Father? She asked into the 
Silence of the temple. „Father? She went 
to Wulf 5 chamber. She could hear him slowly 
praying there. Quietly. „God Hypnos, I know 
I disobeyed your advice and disappointed 
you, I deServe this act. this curse. 
Hypnosus, he finished the prayer. At that 
moment the church clock began to Strike 
midnight amd Hydra played its organ 
concerto. Father ሮጸክሮ Out of А5 prayer 
room. -, What are you doing here Akalia? 
Vitav 2 became upSet and quickly covered 
the Scars on his body with his robe. 

„io to the temple, we will perform the 
ceremony, Ae ordered her. Se did” 50. 
Asariel was already there waiting. Father 
Wulf came and bound their hands With å 
ribbon. „Let yourself be yourself,“ he Said. 
The two lovers kissed. The castellan on the 
tower Struck the first hour of the Morning 
and the first bright, ghostly rays of the 
moon fell inside. -,Aaaah. the father began 
io 90 crazy. He was rearing off NS robes 
and his body was turning into à Massive 
hairy monster. Akalia started to Scream but 
her Scream died down after one bite from 
the Lucanthropus Vitavez. 

„Mot አይልሃፃክ[ raged. He drew his Sword and 
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dug it Under the Lueanthropus Skin. The 
beast unfurled and knocked the Sword out 
of the mans hand with ¡ts paw. Не remained 
Stuck in it until the beast straightened up 
and tried to strike the man gut Asariel 
knew. how to use NS reflexes and avoided 
the puck. Не delivered a blow to the beast'5 
abdominal muscles. She growled, wanting to 
bite the man, but he was too fast. He Jot 
owt of her reach So he could dip his Sword 
m the holy water. Hypnos silvered him 
through her. The Least was already standing 
behind him and wanted to stuff his entire 
human head into its 9Aping mouth. At the 
last moment, however, Asariel managed 10 
turn around and even with the Swing that 
he took in A pirouette, he cut off the 
entire claw in Aer forearm, which Soon flew 
away. She howled again. He slashed her 
across the muzzle. Again and again. She 
tried to protect herself with her other 
buckle. but gradually lost it as well. Such 
was the power Asariel posSesSed, which he 
gained from within himself. The beast had a 
battered face, thoroughly. filleted. He only 
held on to his Skull and that too by force 
of will. However, his Skull was damaged 
except for the brain, which was inflicted 
with the last few wounds. Blood and pieces 
of flesh flew through the air. Asariel was 
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covered in blood. Likewise, it flowed on the 
ground of the temple amd merged with 
Akalià S blood. Asariel fell to his knees and 
cried. He cried and wailed. Luna shone for 
the «thousands of wolves in. the woods 
around the temple and that's why Asariel's 
wounds from the beast began to Sprout fur 
bristles. Hydra was Still playing the organ. 
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The noise of the melmeter Screen sSignaled 
the end of the graphic Scenario. The other 
Showed a hundred percent degree of high- 
frequency magnetism. Arkadios Stood over 
Ақаба grave behind the church next to the 
entity's shadow, arming his melmeter at the 
gravye that told him the anomaly was there. 
Delusions converged more and more around 
the church. He won't stay here. He has to 90 
back. He finally Jot enough strength and 
courage to opem. those “temple doors. He 
heard the organ play again. Не felt like he 
was really gong crazy. Coats of arms flew 
all around him like the eternal 9uests of 
this place. Arkadius witnessed Something 
inexplicable, but thanks to his melmeter he 
recorded it all. Lucanthropos appeared. iw the 
form ОҒ his Spirit, his likeness and himself, 
like а fresco on the ceiling. of å church. 
Among the sacred Symbols, the Spirit with 
bristling fur moved there. Lucanthropos 
descended the ceiling and ledges down to 
the altar. The undead Hydra still played 
notes to the infinity of ¡ts eternity as the 
bitter duel began and ended. Asariel entered 
the temple with NS Silver Sword. Crossed his 
power with that of the beast, just like 
centuries ago. The clawS and wild unbridled 
power of the wraith-like meadowlark against 
Silvered Steel. Arcadius watched the whole 
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thing. It wasnt the first time hed 
encountered werewolves. He remembered the 
case in history of Peter Stumpp, which had 
also been dealt with while he was enrolled in 
the paralogieal institute. gut this” vas 
Something completely different, he appeared 
in the middle of à gothic Story. Акаа also 
materialized into a Spirit, Stood up at the 
altar and there, trapped in her astral body, 
waited to see how the Fight would turn out. 
She called out to her lover, bux he had 10 
fight. his way to her first. Vitavez, i his 
bestial form, was able to do what he could 
not do centuries ago. He managed to destroy 
Asariel's weapon. He grabbed her in his claws 
and crushed her with all his anger despite 
the “fact that it маз visibly, hurting” his 
astral body. However, he forgot that he had 
hurt him, back in the old days. So Asariel 
waS not afraid to face the beast even in 
hiS beast form. Now there were two 
Lucanthropos, both in astral bodies. They 
went head-to-head and it was difficult for 
anyone to know their way around this helee. 
Pieces of fur and Skin flew everywhere: 
They threw themselves from one end of the 
temple to the other and destroyed most of 
the already rotten pews. Vitavez reappeared 
On ihe ceiling Of the temple and Asariel 
followed him and out of Nowhere they were 
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outside on the tower ОҒ the temple. Ark dios 
had to 90 outside to watch the fight. The 
ancient roof was breaking under both. of 
theh, and their heavy animal feet were 
easily Sliding" down to the ground, or the 
roof of the temple, which was Already quite 
leaky. Vitavez stretched out NS claws and 
grabbed Asariel by the neck 50 hard that his 
blood flowed from him, but it vas as 
translucent as their bodies. Asariel tried to 
defend himself and clawed as hard 45 he 
could, but Vitav z carried him to the very 
top of the tower of the temple of the god 
Hypnos. He wanted to end it here once and 
for all. However, there was а panorama of 
eloudburst, and the bloody beast was blinded 
by a ғау of Sunlight. She Stuttereds and 
loosened her grip оң Asariels larynx. He 
immediately took advantage. of the Situation 
and with his left hind paw bounced off 
Vitàv 25 chest into а head Somersault 
backwards, during which he managed to 
deliver а kick to the lower jaw of his 
uneaten mouth with the Same (eft hind рау. 
Afterwards, the two beasts found 
themselves in a free fall from the temple 
tower down. Asariels fall was slowed by the 
rotting roof. under which only the guts of 
the. temple were Row, and улау z fell 
directly in front Of the entrance onto the 
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hard pavement at Arkadios feet. The 
renegade of the paralogics was mot 
frightened, Ае knew that it was only a 
ghost, which, moreover, dissolved before him 
into the NOTHINGNESS Of hist existence. 
Neither an entity nor an anomaly, à mere 
mirage оғ ghost with unsettled accounts 
Stretching back centuries With him amd his 
unsalvageable Soul. Until now. Arkadios had 
to head inside the temple once more. Asariel 
m beastly form lay dying dt the altar, his 
beloved in his arms. TAIS time they Switched 
their positions. He was dying and She was 
wailing. Hydra was Still playing the organ 
Somewhere on the temple floor. Even these 
souls finally met and could 90 together to 
the hedvens to their 8904 Hypnos in” his 
heavenly temple. Both figures evaporated 
into thin air. Only now could Arkadios leave 
this place infeSted with paranormal powers. 
He turned AiS back to the altar of the Jod 
HypnoS and, with Slow but Sure Steps, made 
his way back through the village, or Small 
town in the middle of the mountains and 
forests belonging to the wild animals. He 
followed the Same path he came here. Around 
Акаба 5 house and through the crumbling city 
gate. Where he knew hed better not Stop 
WAS the Uranus Inn. 
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Only on the way past did he реек in. Uranus 
stood behind his bar, washing down à pint of 
beer in the Silence that remains after 
death. He was å mere ghost convinced of his 
Own existence. Ark dios continued along the 
Stone path to his carriage. Melmeter was 
Showing him а clear line that he must have 
gone mad at the top of this place, he too 
had that feeling after what he had 
experienced, yet he was Still alive. Even now 
he Yehehbered the teachings from the 
paralogie institute, the words of Hyperion 
himsel(t:-,,The line between genius and 
madness 15 50 ТАМ that you can hardly 
guess which Side you are on. $0 remember: a 
living fool is more valuable than a dead 
genius. 
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VIUS FELIX, А FAMOUS ORNITHOLOGIST AND 
=SEARCHER WAS LYING ON HIS BACK AND WATCHING THE 
NDERSIDES OF THE LEAVES OF “THE TREES ዘ THE 
JUNGLE. НЕ HAD HIS HANDS BEHIND HIS HEAD” AND WONDERED 
WHAT IT WOULD BE LIKE TO<SE> ANY OTHER BIRD THAM THE 
EXOTIC ONES THAT FLY AROUND HERE ALL THE TIME AND DO 


THEIR: SCREECHING (AND FLAPPING BEAKS, PECKING AT TREES, 
EATING BRAZIL NUTS АМ) SO OM. МЕ COULD SIT OM THEIR 


ACTIVITIES UNTIL MORNING. MR. SILVIUS JUST WATCHED AND 
LISTENED TO THE BIRDS UNTIL HE SAW ONE FEATHERED BIRD 


THAT LOOKED LIKE SOME MESOZOIC BIRD. A GIANT BUZZARD, OR 


А FALCON OR PERHAPS SVEN AN ZAGLE. Hz FOCUSED SO THAT НЕ 
COULD AT LEAST {SOMEWHAT BELIEVE THAT IT WAS REALLY 


THUNDERBIRD. AS THE SUN SHINED INTO HIS EYES, THE HAZE 
MOVED CLOSER TO НІМ UNTIL FINALLY SOMETHING HIT HIS 


GLASSES. IT WAS SHIT. BIG SMELIY AND GOOEY. НЕ СОТ UP TO 
WIPE-HIMSELF, BUT IT ONLY SMEARED HIS PRESCRIPTION GLASSES 
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EVEN MORE. НЕ HAD TO GO DOWN THE HILL TO WHERE THE 
STREAM FLOWS. BUT THE PATH OF THE BLIND MAN IS NOT A 
WALK ዘ ፐዘ። PARK, ዘ ROLLED DOWN TO THE STREAM WITH THE 
BARREL TECHNIQUE EVERY CLOUD HAS Á SILVER ዘዘክር. Hz 
WASHED HIS FACE AND SHATTERED GLASSES. THEY WEREN'T EVEN 
VERY SCRATCHED. SUDDENIY ¿HZ HEARD ANOTHER BIRD. 


TERRESTRIAL.” A HEN FROM. THE PRIMEVAL MOUNTAINS - THE 
TWO-TOED SCARECROW WAS FISHING IN THE WATER ACROSS FROM 


HIM. WAS IT JUST ል CASSOWARY? Hz PROBABLY GOT NARROWED 
AFTER BEING IN THE SUN FOR A LONG TIME. SUDDENLY, ANOTHER 


BIRD LANDED. NEXT TO HIM AND DRANK МАТЕР. SO IS HE CRAZY 
OR IS HE JUST IMAGINING IT? SILVIUS ASKED HIMSELF AND RINSED 


HIMSELF WITH MORS МАТЕР TO WAKE UP, BUT THE BIRD. WAS 
STILL STANDING THERE, Hz LOOKED ЕХАСПУ LIKE KERYT, THE 
BRAIN ЕДТЕР, OR THE NAMIBIAN SUBDRAGON. BOTH WERE LARGE 
WITH WIDE WINGS AND LONG BEAKS. Hz WASN'T SURE IF IT WAS 
ONE OR THE OTHER, SO HE PREFERRED TO CRAWL OUT OF THE 
STREAM SLOWLY AND AS QUIETIY AS POSSIBLE. Hz РЕЗТЕРСА 
FEW (METERS FROM THE STREAM, HIDDEN IN THz JUNGLE; BUT 
THEN HE HEARD STRANGE NOISES ABOVE HIM. SO Hz RAISED HIS 
HEAD TO SEE THE BIRD OF LEGEND, KONGAMATO HIMSELF, WITH A 
SKULL-LIKE HEAD. ‘THE BIRD STUDIED HIM WITH ONE ЕУЕ AT THE 
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SLANTED ANGLE OF ITS HEAD. HOPEFULLY Hz WOULDN'T ATTACK, 


HE PRAYED TO ALL THE GODS. SILVIUS KNEW. SUDDENLY IT 
OPENED ITS BEAK AND LAUNCHED A TERRIFYING GUST DIRECTLY AT 


THE CORNITHOLOGIST.)HE BROKE INTO A DIVING SPRINT ACROSS 
THE JUNGLE, KNOWING THAT IN ል FEW-HONDRED METERS НЕ HAD 


TO STOP. OUT OF BREATH, Hz RAN OUT OF THE THICKET AND 
CAUGHT HIS BREATH ON A LONG GRASSY PATCH “SOMEWHERE IN 


THE MOUNTAINS. THAT WAS BY ТАР. Hz DUSTED HIMSELF OFF 
АМ) KEPT LOOKING AROOND IN DISBELIEF. НЕ HEADED BACK TO 
THE VILLAGE WITH ONIY ONE THOUGHT. НЕ RECALLED THAT HIS 
YOUTHFUL LOVE WAS CRYPTOZODLOGY. 
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QO 
DEADDAY 


JEGO WAS PAINTED IN THE TRADITIONAL FACE COLORS OF THE 
pLIDAY, IT WAS NOVEMBER 28D, AND THE STREETS WERE 
VERED WITH FOG, TRE DAY OF THE DEAD CELEBRATION WAS IN 
FULL SWING, BUT You COULDWT TELL AT FIRST GLANCE, THE CITY 
SEEAED DESERTED, ÅT LEAST IN THE STREETS, ONLY SOMEWHERE IN 
THE. FAR DEPTHS OF ТИЕ BIG CITY WERE THE EXPLOSIONS OF 
FIREWORKS, IT WAS DRY AND THE WILD WIND WAS BLOWING FALLEN 
LEAVES OF:ALL COLORS ALONG THE SIDEWALKS, STRANGE, WAY iS THERE 
Но OWE HERE? HE WALKED DOWN THE STREET AND LOOKED AROUND TO 
SEE IF HE COULD SEE AT LEAST A LIVING PERSON SOMEWHERE, JOU CAME 
HERE STRANGELY PAINTED AND ARRANGED YOURSELF, Ще ScANNED THE 
BUSINESSES THAT LINED. STREET AFTER STREET, PEERING INSIDE. TO 

SEE IF THEY WERE OPEN, IT WASN'T, REALLY STRANGE, HE WOULD QUITE 

LIKE ТО BUY A BOTTLE, LOAD IT UP; pb A FEW DROPS FOR THE DEAD, AND 

THEN COOL OFF ዘጩ MOUNTING DEPRESSION, HE DUAPED HER SOMEWHERE 
À IN THE SEWERS TO MAKE HER. DISAPPEAR FROM THE CITY, BUT WHERE 

WILL HE BUY THE BOTTLE Wow? WHEN EVERYTHING IS CLOSED, HE HAD NO 
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Ж. He WILL TRY THE -— тык WILL BE AN % Ж 
^^ Kr LEAST dur NONSTOP. HE WERT:AROUND THE CORNER То THE NEXT b 
4 X M STREET, DARK CLOUDS IN ዝበ SKY WERE LAYERED ON TO OF C 4 EN 
E. OTHER, IT LOOKED LIKE Tha мой ве A CLOUDBURST, OR . s 
— HE KEPT vs dls OW THE SH . норме THAT А “ы 
ቃ LEAST е. OF THEAMOULD BE PEN, He visi T; Не WAS STANDING BY ч. 
“ይ 8 oF ገኤ ‚WINDOWS AND WATCHING Wis BOTTLE, TRE, DREAM BOTTLE, %3 
Tux ONE ሃባን HAVE, BUT IT WAS CLOSED, M ‚т STREET. 
WAS DESERTED. | 86:7 ANYWHERE, 50 WHAT IF He BROKE HER UP AND 4 
UN Just ин He BE HE LOOKED AROUND Mer То ВЕ эб Жж 
EN ANO AMAN,” Vc HEARD SOME SHOUTING AT T EMD OF THE STREKT. 2 
““ Å * TURNED IN THAT DIRECTION, TRYING AV AAKE OUT SHAPES IN TR. ጋሪ 
due. зшынь VAS — Se COBBLESTOMES THERE, He “l. 7 
ብ HEARD WAILING AND THE SOUND NG. THAT PERSON NEEDED HELP. AR 
"A ur E THN gn INTO THE ፻96 TE OG 
ያ | ዘከር GREW LOUDER UNTIL FINALLY THE scREAAS WERE июн INN 
ES ES NS 
Pr 0 LE THE SOUND OF BREAKNG BONES AND STRANGE CLAPPING. Месо EN 
ቋም — e or , THEM A GIANT ORANGE POMPAIN EAERGED FROA S 
| THE FOG WA, HER EYES AND AOUTH VERE CARVED INTO - ኝ 
= сан ES GLOED WITH FLAME, AND FR NN UTH KUNG 
Гог n Wille SHE HAD МОК “ዚፍ wen б 
W ዘበን . A Ж 
EN Mito MADE AN — ንን ік ше LONG AS [15 LEGS "Y ፖ 
% ter ALLOWED WA, ВОТ Tr РИЙРИН, THE сакати, CHASED 7: 20” 
227 WA WITA SWIFT LEAPS, Er TIAS lis ГЫШ LIKE ús WAS LOST, Sis dé 
Å Aus CAUGHT ur WITH ዘል vm is LNG JUAP, SHE BURST OUT OF PAN I 
AP “OTHE AIST AND WAS он Wis (5815. He COULDN'T BREATHE ANYAORE, [2 “ы 
Ж NEEDED То STOP, AT LEAST FOR A AQAXNT በ ата us ብ EN 
P eh ሪፖ 229 ባእ %% 
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j ኳ ጋ 
7 | P d р D Ж 
ም "፣ ` “ | =. І А N | | г 
n ыт жо шүк” но Вж BAR скатва un б 
dus HURT, BUT AAYBE IT WAS JUST THAT, FEAR, THAT p 
i Ro ÅND ANOTHER STREET, IT is MOT FOR „7. 
Is ADRENALINE, ANOTHER со | Å > 
grin тит тїй эй THAT гый IS ገሽ AUST POERFUL DRUG” N 
м PARADOXICAL, -ME ALREADY HAS хой" AMYGDALA اا‎ a EN 
7 GOCE LET IT END LIKE THIS, ік CAN'T, IN TRE ሀ OF зод N 
4 e b £< woul X 
2 PUAPKM li LOOKED Back, THERE vis NOTHING 5 дуб m 
i + We BE LOST Wer? THE AAYGDALA AUST HAVE BEEN 1 N. -, ' | 
is 709! you’ DEAD! EAT ГЇ” SHE DIDN'T LET ሟ 
à ALREADY HAS YOU! You'Re ALREADY DEAD! e 2 
E HERSELF sto ІН HIS MEAD. HE LOOKED AROUND ТЇ SEE WHERE WE, WAS, A 
ES un schr DIVERTED STREET, BARRELS WERE BURNING HERE, m ቃ 
\ e ў E 4 f да ` , 2 
NÅ, ¿ALREADY INDICATED THAT ÑE COULD COAK-AeROSS AT LEAST ONE LIVI ኤ Å 
МА, Д.а оь. ሀ ሀ L AND WARAED lis HANDS, А % 
DE on BLACK (АТ RAW BY. „s BEHIND You! He's BEHIND You! DR 
Ат > ви 5 NOTHING THERE, AL A, 
27 DA MADALA залалға HE 1ቨይቓ BACK. THeRE wa UP ЧЫ 
4 "au SAAE ADAENT, SOABHHERE To HIS RIGHT, A FLOCK OF BIRDS FLEW EN 
ያ В 1 q i ኣኻ 
P ሸኸ! ТИЕ. 495. Ir e Lookie IN THAT DIRECTION, ls 2 EN 
Ж HERE?" Ще ASKED; is THERE! Mc WILL EAT vf Sli CONTINUED 
4 шет au ты T FOG - ለ 
; [ DDENLY, THE CREATURE JUAPED h 
7 | ито BARREL, | 
GIANT ACRI, APUN. эй SLAAAED INTO Тік dile ዎ 
KNOCKING To ገገ GROUND. DIEGO JUST DODGED THE BARREL AND THE ሪ 
м va ዚ Не KEPT RUNNING ALONG ገዝፍ ቃ 
OPEN ADUTH OF THE VORACIOUS PUMPKIN, HE В 54 y 
ха STREET AND PREFERRED MOT TO Look Back. THEN THE AIST SP м ቃ 
eki ዘል HE Si ዝበ ri DOOR OF ለዘ APARTAENT BUILDING . 
МЫ тукан тиа вові ван S "Tur FURTHER THOUGHT, 15 RN o 
AR Å SHUT BEHIND HUA WITH A eue 
um THEA AND SLAMMED THEA SHUT 8 f > 
ቃዎ sum, Не FELT ለ SHARP LADACT AND THe WHOLE Doo 580, IT WAS N 
ፖ Тіс puAPk TRNG ти GET SIDE, HE STEPPED Back PROA Tis un N 
A N P^ 
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UN Ж 9 P ч , A 
5% E: ENS ያያ ENS eo 
ቺኳ ያ TA P ቺኳ 7 
S Ж ч, Ж i På 
ч, Ж. NI £ s. ፖፖ 
Чы. JD матер То SEE WHAT WOOLD Kappel NEXT, РАРЫН JUAPED INTO... ቃፖ 
ሚነ ም THEA ONCE MORE, -, ÅE WILL BREAK. ፒዝ DOOR AND EAT You!” SHE FIRED “м” 

277 Ue тік AMYGDALA жан, Ёк че RAN UP THE STARS То THE ANG 
„wer ruta, ie Susi ሠ... A 
A MUT TO RUN 951188 5 TURNED EVEN WITH His SWEATY ме. Na 
«ў -MA Mb Не HAS you” AAYEDALA SPORE AGAIN, THERE WAS SOMONE N % 
Ж ха £ : 4% ahs 
2 A BEAR COSTUAR STANDING THERE, He LOOKED LIKE A AÁSCUT. ዘኔ > 

RELEASED THE TENSION FOR ለ MOMENT ВУ REAOVING THE BEAR S HEAD | 
ғыз я کک‎ 
i FROM HS Mel. Ir WAS ለ AAN, -, WOULDN'T 60-18 WOHER FLOORS. Å 
Ta Je ds м Ves A 
Wh THERES KEVIN, WHO REALLY LIKED THE Book SAW, He PLAYS JIGSAW (7 
. j „ w^ р È ^7 
EN кй HALLOWEEN,” THE AAN SAID МА GAL 897 WARNING VOICE, =, TUE P 
ስኳ һа тор OF THIS HOUSE is FULL OF TRIPS, | DON'T EVEN NEED TON, ሪፖ 
"wh Å камыш THe FACT THAT Ив. AT AAK THERE AND Úx IS IEE 
pA ALONE," ዘ ADDED, DIEGO APPROACHED WA. - 1 THIS SUPPOSED ТО BE A ም... | 
Ж “же? He ASKED, „И, ¿TS swel THERE." -AS FAR As ж % 

Ж "Know, KEVIN LIVES IN THAT Bic HOUSE IN THAT BETTER NEIGHBORHOOD,” SN 
ፖ ÅT USED To BE! THERE WERE 50 A PAPARAZZI AFTER HAS ` 
f HE HAD TO SETTLE SOMEWHERE ELSE, IT WAS JUST АОС FoR НА, + 
WE GMT BLA ЮА, He's ALWAYS BEEN LIKE 11: NODLANED THE 
š MAN IN THE BEAR SUIT. -,S0 I INVITED You TO SQUAT? ` “BASICALLY 4 
EN YES. No Dir Ils ens OF THE HOUSE, ONLY DIFFERENT TYPES OF pr 
Ta ምክ ы oy Ta ሪያ 
ፒፒ РЕ VE HERE, ENS 77 N SÅ 
INN 3 „ NS Pr 
Qs. ‚МИТ WERE THOSE 'ባህዘ05 DOWN THERE?” IT WILL 50986. ፖ 
i, BELIEVABLE, BUT I WAS CHASED BY RIT HUNGRY GOURD," SUAAED С. Ж 
М7 up ከ566. THE AAN GRABBED HIS WEAD WITH A BEAR PAW, —, OH TE O0 
4 FR PUAPKIN! SHE DIDN'T GET u, 88 эй?” - Mo Wo, How Do You Know Жы 
7 bor HER?” -JEAN Lok; CAE WERE, МЕ WON'T BE HERE IN THE ENS 
ያያ E 5 a A s 
Pr, CORRIDOR,” DIEGO нит Nis APARTAENT. THERE WERE AANY MORE INN 
ዎቃ ኳ YI 3 S 7 EN 
1 + Z . È 
, S S ا‎ 
2%, LA. 
iN ጋም ES Ж ES Å 
%, ፖ %, ሪያ ES ያ 
we A Was, Ж ቺኳ Ж 
an, Жж % Ж EN ip 
ы gØ N ፖ “ 2 
“ы Ф Қ» Ф DH 
` DA Wa 
Po A FAEN га AG, 


А N Å 
2 Thy Sf S ጋዎ 
% ⁄ Sip 
К IN IT, THEY ALL HAD мыз. THEY WERE DIFFERENT, EVEN su > 


A 2 : “% 2 
DE Sue TRADITIONAL, мо onsen wies «Мүк эш ዜኔ ከ558 di 3 


C^. SINGE HALLOWEEN? DIEGO ASKED; No, ONLY sts - WITCHES, I THINK, 
E S 2 ә" Ж a, 
"THE REST HAVE BEEN HE RE SINCE MARDI -„МНАТ?" -, WELL, wg М. 
A i: WAITING FOR OUR Men. ከ፳ THE ue or SPRING.” ЖТ D 
#ፖ DIEGO WONDERED, -, WAY ARE You PANTED Це TS? -, | CELEBRATE DIA М, 
4 DE Los Aas, M OF THE DEAD, -, COURSE, Эйэ!” ONE OF THE ч 

urls SPOKE UP. - COULD YOU EXPLAIN TO АБ THE Тїш WITHTHE — 
жағы» 
N PUAPKM? DIEGO ASKED THE AAW IN THE BEAR. -„WELL, I CANDO THAT, A 
EN IT'S дет пука. PROA HALLOWEEN, SHE SHOULD STOP LIVING ፪ሺ THE Жж 
EN ЭЖ ағ ADNIGHT TONIGHT," HE EXPLAINED BRIEFLY, -, bb NMS “27 
EN fne EVEN POSSIBLE? DIEGO MAS STILL INTERESTED, - IT'S THE ғат. A 
“% Ж OF THESE SCUMBAGS!" He ] ED. THE witch, -, THEY — %% ሪፖ 
2%, < CELEBRATING THEIR CRAZY HOLIDAY AGAIN, THEY SACRIFICED ለ FEW መብ 
ሪፖ wmubexur KIDS AND Lo AND B VE THIS GANT CARNIVOROS 7 
y Em TERRORIZING тікішек: TOWN, AMD. THE BEST PART IS mer SN 
Ж SHE э m THE vay vira ዝበ HAD —— HER, OR GAVE Неа м 
Ж шт, 50 Mer ovg WILL PASS ONLY TODAY," DIEGO LOOKED IN DISBELIEF ча, 
| «AT THE S “EXPRESSION OF THE MAN IN THE BE 
TURNED AND Ті MARTY WOSE OF THe WITCH, WHO i и 
THEA МТК FOR Suu TIAE, OBJECTED То HUA, Ars RIGHTY WHAT ያ 
Ang 389 STARING AT?" айк ALSO LAUNCHED AT DIEGO AND STARTED ` T ያ 
ቺኳ ህሽ ABOUT IT TOGETHER. WITH HER 885905 cOAPAMION IN A an 4 
% HÅ % Å 
nx. мио MOTICED THAT TH CARWIYORES WERE PASSING AROUND Å ъ d 
` BOTTLE OF SOMETHING GOOD, IT VIS кол WINE, HOMEMADE SCHNAPPS, px 

Å, We SAT DOWN AND SINCE НЕ MAD å LOT OF 7 TIAE, HE DRANK WITH THEA, #9 ы 
ቃ "ገኤ BAGPIPES WERE PLAYING IN THE ‚ А WANDERING BAND Tur . 
Ж USUALLY PLAYS AT Ls AND казам CARNIVALS, Er EN 
ES k № 9 
iy bs ጋ 232 hb Ж E 
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INSTEAD HE GAME ТО A RATHER 
IS ACTUALLY QUITE CRUEL. 


position as an tor as nt. 
job in a gi t tower block“ 


office buildi 
expensive, suits, law investors, residents, 
owners and the like. job is іс be dressed in 
grotesque suit nd push the flo 

buttons in the cœfrect order thet the visitors 
choose. | hav 

big encugh that the fir 

cut my claustrophobia. 


great, my claustrophc gene. | was waiting сп 
the ground floor for the ресре who wanted tc take 


the elevatcr away, w 


ж 


“for me, | was unable tezmovee-,,l'll ask for the 28th 
fk cor,“ she spoke їс me. Tr ይን | pressed спе cf 
the 100 floor buttons levator closed and ме, 


Vent up. | watched her ре entire silent way. 
wore a long > Hooded uniformwith finger 


ç 
ae i b | 
S sticking cut e 4 holding a long scythe. Without а 


& Word i. 4 ой and rode down. | onc ered if it . 


ርሻ was from the:pills. | Iccked at the pag «age insert for Å 
б» side 3... but here was no indicaticn that es 3 
À ብ drcve me 


пе tc a different floor, 
died сп that floor. Спе A 
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JE WAS AWAKENED BY A-HEADACHE. WHEN 
E OPENED HIS EYES, НЕ STILL SAW ONLY 


"Ne" DARKNESS. HE DIDN'T KNOW IF IT WAS 
BECAUSE HIS HEAD HURT SO MUCH OR BECAUSE 
НЕ HAD SOMETHING TIED AROUND HIS EYES. BUT 
THE TRUTH WAS OBVIOUS. HE JUST HAD TO GET 
USED TO THE DARK. HE WAS IN A WINDOWLESS 
ROOM. HIS HANDS, FEET AND BODY WERE TIED 
TO A HARD CHAIR. HE JERKED, BUT THE CHAIR 


DIDNT BUDGE. OH THE HEADACHE. THE LAST 
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THING НЕ REMEMBERED WAS SOMEONE HITTING 
НІМ ON THE HEAD. AT LEAST HE THOUGHT. HIS 
CONDITION COULD BE SLIGHTLY. APPROACHING 
THE STATE OF AMNESIA. OKAY, BUT WHAT IS HE 
DOING HERE? THE DOOR "OPENED BEFORE HIM. ለ 
TALL RECTANGLE LINED WITH LIGHT. THEN IT ALL 
LIT UP AND A FIGURE APPEARED IN IT. SHE 
CLOSED IT BEHIND MER AND THEN PRESSED А 
BUTTON ОМ THE WALL. A LIGHT BULB FLASHED 
ABOVE THE TRAPPED MAN AND НЕ WAS BLINDED 
BY THE LIGHT. THE FIGURE TURNED OUT ТО BE А 


MAN IN ለ HOOD. -,,50 IT'S FINALLY YOUR TURN. 


WE'RE JUST WAITING FOR THE TORTURE EXPERT 
TO ARRIVE. THEN IT WILL BE А LONG TIME 


BEFORE YOU GO IN EXCRUCIATING PAIN," SPOKE 
THE HOODED MAN. THE BOUND MAN WAS SILENT. 


„ARE YOU THIRSTY? OR HUNGER? SO PET HIM 
AND CALL'HIM BABY. ACTUALLY, YOU CAN'T EVEN 


SCRATCH YOUR ASS; THE COCOONED MAN 
MOCKED'HIM. HE THEN TURNED AND SLAMMED 
THE {RON DOOR BEHIND НІМ. THE PRISONER WAS 
ALONE «AGAIN. HE THOUGHT, TRYING TO 
REMEMBER THROUGH THE EXCRUCIATING 
HEADACHE. AT ANY COST. A LIGHT BULB 
FLICKERED ABOVE HIM. 

SHE WAS WITH HIM WHEN THEY WERE AMBUSHED 
AND KIDNAPPED AND SHE WAS WITH HIM ALL THE 


TIME BEFORE THAT. -,,THATS WHAT НЕ 


WANTS; SHE UTTERED INTO THE SILENCE 
AROUND HER, WHILE SHE WAS FORCED. TO KNEEL 
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BY THE DUG PIT FOR HER BODY. -,; WHAT DID YOU 
SAY? А HOODED MAN ASKED BEHIND HER WITH А 


GUN IN HIS HAND. -,,НЕ5 PROBABLY ALREADY 
TALKING ABOUT 600, ANOTHER OF THE 
COCOONED MEN AMUSED HIMSELF. —,,GAG HER, 
LETS GET THIS OVER WITH, ADDED* ANOTHER 
ONE OF THEM. РМ IN A HURRY TO GET HOME 
TO THE KIDS," HE ADDED. „VES, ОҒ COURSE, 


BROTHER; SAID THE PREVIOUS ONE AND 
HANDED OVER SOMETHING THAT LOOKED LIKE A 


GAG. KITCHEN TOWEL. „I САМ GIVE HER 
STRAIGHT DONUTS,” COMMENTED THE ONE 
STANDING WITH THE GUN, „Ur IT Ін THERE! 
ONE OF THE OTHERS SAID AMBIGUOUSLY- "1 WAS 
TALKING ABOUT HIM, SHE SPOKE AGAIN. -,,0F 


WHOM?" THE PUPA ASKED: SHE LOOKED DOWN 
FROM THE ‘OVERGROWN HILL ABOVE THE FIELD 
AT THE FARMHOUSE WHERE SASKIE WAS 


CHAINED. AND IMPRISONED. - „НЕ ALREADY SHOT 
HER THE FUCKER!” THE COCOON RUSHING OUT OF 


THEM STIFFENED. —,,HEY! I HAVE THE THUG AND 
I WANT TO HEAR HER LAST WORDS FROM HER, 


SHE-WON'T ESCAPE HERE ANYWAY, SAID THE 
ARMED MAN, TAPPING. HER ROPE-BOUND LEGS 
WITH HIS SHOE. -, THE WHOLE THING AS IT IS 
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NOW, THAT'S HOW HE WANTED IT, YOU'RE GOING 
EXACTLY ACCORDING TO HIS PLAN," SHE ADDED: 
-,WHOSE PLAN? "SASKIS,' SHE EXPLAINED. 
„Is THIS SUPPOSED ТО BE A JOKE? MORE 


INTRIGUE? YOU'VE BEEN TELLING US ABOUT HIM 
THE WHOLE TIME AND NOW, YOU WANT TO GET 


OUT OF'IT,' THE ARMED MAN SPOKE. 
- NO, REALLY. HE WAS INSPIRED BY THE BIBLE, 
JESUS, | WAS SUPPOSED TO BE HIS JUDAS," SHE 


EXPLAINED. -, WHAT KIND OF CRAP) IS THIS 
SUPPOSED TO BE? ONE GOT UP ANGRILY BECAUSE 


HE HAD BEEN SITTING ALL THE TIME. -,,80 YOU 
REALLY WANT TO LISTEN TO THIS NONSENSE? 


"WELL, WE HAVE TO FOLLOW OUR ORDERS 
ANYWAY, SAID THE ARMED MAN, POINTING AT 


HER. -,,NO! WAIT, I'M.INTERESTED IN THIS." НЕ 
FOLDED - HIS HAND WITH THE GUN TO THE 


GROUND, THE THIRD ONE AGAIN. <,,WHAT 15 MIS 
PLAN? LET HIM SHOOT YOU AND TORTURE HIM?" 
HE ASKED. -, REALLY? FIRST YOU WERE IN ለ 


HURRY AND NOW YOU'RE MESSING WITH HIM," 
THE ARMED MAN WAS STARTING TO GET ANGRY. 


„Look, THIS іс IMPORTANT! „HAT AM | 
ASKING YOU FOR? THIS IS HOW HE TRIES TO BUY 


TIME!" THE TWO IN °BALACLAVAS STARTED 
ARGUING) WITH EACH OTHER. THE THIRD 
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IMMEDIATELY JUMPED UP TOO, LEAVE ІТ! LOOK!" 
НЕ WAS POINTING DOWN THE HILL. A LARGE 
BLACK CLOUD FILLED WITH-HAIL APPEARED OVER 
THE FARM. THE WIND WAS PICKING UP А LOT. 
THIS WAS DUE TO THE INTELLIGENCE OF 
HYDRIEL, WHO WAS SUBCONSCIOUSLY SUMMONED 
BY SASKIE, AND CORADIEL, WHO IN TURN WAS 
CONTROLLED BY JOSEFINA. SASKIE 
CONCENTRATED HIS THOUGHTS INTENSELY- ON 
THE ONE THING THAT COULD SAVE HIM. HIS HEAD 
STILL HURT AND HE COULD FEEL A LARGE BRUISE 


ON IT. BUT HE DIDN'T KNOW HIS PLAN. ALL HE 
COULD 00 NOW WAS CONCENTRATE AND 
BREATHE. HE INSTINCTIVELY THOUGHT OF WATER. 
HE WAS SO THIRSTY. SLOWLY BUT SURELY, RAIN 
BEGAN TO FALL ОМ THE ROOF. RHYTHMIC AND 
PUNCTUATED BY THUNDER IN THE DISTANCE. IN 
THE NEXT FEW MINUTES, THE RAIN TURNED INTO 
HAIL AND QUICKLY BOTH.FELL AND DRAINED THE 
PIPES. THE SAME SOUND, CONTINUED-TO GROW 
UNTIL HOLES APPEARED IN THE ROOF. THE 


WATER FINALLY DRIPPED ON SASKIE S HEAD AND 
HE LEANED BACK TO DRINK. PLEASANTLY. THE 
NEXT MOMENT HE HEARD-HEAVY FOOTSTEPS IN 
THE CORRIDOR. THEN THE METAL DOOR OPENED 
WITH A RESONANCE. THE GUY WAS STANDING IN 
THEM. TORMENTOR. HE HAD A LEATHER APRON 
WITH TOOLS FOR HIS USE AND A HOOD WITH А 
BEARD STICKING OUT FROM UNDER IT. НЕ 
SLAMMED THE DOOR BEHIND HIM AND SLOWLY 
WALKED OUT TO MEET THE PRISONER. THE MEN 
THE ORGANIZATION HAD BEEN CHASING FOR 
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YEARS: НЕ HAD A*+REPUTATION AS ለ 
PHILOSOPHICAL AND RELIGIOUS LEADER, 
NOTHING REMOTELY CLOSE TO A-TORTURER. THE 


CLOSEST THEY'LL EVER GET IS WHEN HE CUTS 


OFF SASKIE'S BIRD OR SOME OTHER PART OF HIS 
BODY, BUT ALL RIGHT. 

JOSEFINA; WHO WAS STILL KNEELING, THIS TIME 
THOUGHT ONLY OF THE HEAT, ONLY OF THE FIRE. 
SHE SUMMONED THE INTELLIGENCE OF JOVIS. 
WITH HER’ EYES CLOSED, SHE SENSED THE 
ELEMENTS THROUGH HER SKIN PORES AND 
COMPLETELY DISMISSED, THE FACT THAT THERE 
WERE МЕМ AROUND HER-FIGHTING FOR HER LIFE. 
AFTER ALL, AS ALWAYS IN HER LIFE. BUT THE 
FINAL SHOT WAS REPLACED BY А LIGHTNING 
STRIKE FROM -A WINDY SKY -COVERED WITH 
BLACK RAIN CLOUDS. А TREE ON THE EDGE OF 
THE FOREST RIGHT NEXT TO HER GALLOWS 
CAUGHT FIRE. ALL THREE PUPPERS WERE 


STARTLED. —,,SHIT! IED RATHER RUN TO THE CAR. 


SHOOT HER AND HURRY," THE ONE BEHIND HER 
GAVE THE GUN TO-ANOTHER ONE OF THEM AND 
WENT TO SIT IN THE CAR. THE SECOND OF THE 
THREE JOINED HIM TOGETHER. THERE WAS ONLY 
ONE COCOONED ALONE WITH A GUN ¡AND THAT 


GIRL LEFT. , Io WONT DO DIRTY-WORK FOR 
OTHERS, YOU HAVE CHILDREN AT HOME. THEN 


HOW CAN YOU PLAY WITH YOUR BLOODY HANDS," 

SHE SPOKE TO HIM.. -,,SHUT YOUR BEAK 

ALREADY! HE STUCK А GAG IN HER MOUTH. НЕ 
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APPROACHED HER FROM BEHIND AND PUT THE 
BARREL OF THE GUN TO HER HEAD. THE WIND 
WAS STRONG AND THE RAIN WAS BEATING IN HIS 


FACE. THERE WAS THE SOUND OF THE CAR'S 
ENGINE TURNING ON. HE TURNED HIS HEAD AWAY 


FROM HIS WORK TO MAKE SURE THE CAR WASN'T 


LEAVING, WITHOUT HIM. -,፤ DON'T KNOW IF YOUR 
CHILDREN GO TO SCOUTS, BUT I WOULD SAY THAT 
YOU CAN MAKE BETTER KNOTS THAN THE THREE 


OF YOU COMBINED," SHE SAID. THE MAN STUFFED 
A GAG IN HER MOUTH, BUT AT THAT MOMENT SHE 
BIT HIS FINGERS. HE YELLED AND MESSED UP. 
THE UNTIED JOSEFINA WAS STANDING RIGHT IN 
FRONT ОҒ HIM AND ТООК THE PISTOL FROM HIS 
HAND. HE WANTED TO GIVE HER A BLOW, ВОТ 
THE WOMAN MYSTERIOUSLY DISAPPEARED RIGHT 
IN FRONT OF HIM. 


THAT'S WHAT THE TORTURER TOOK HIS FAVORITE 
GARDEN SHEARS ON THE FINGERS OF MR. SASKY. 
ANOTHER PROPHET OF GOD. HE TOOK HIS HAND 
AND PLACED HIS FINGERS BETWEEN THE BLADES. 
SASKIE: PANTED. THE -TORTURER WANTED TO 


SQUEEZE THE SCISSORS; BUT... DID THEY GET 
STUCK? HE SQUEEZED WITH BOTH HANDS. 


NOTHING. АТ. DIDN'T WORK WITH THEM EITHER. 
SASKIE REALIZED THAT HE HAD FORGOTTEN HIS 
ORIGINAL PLAN, BUT HE SUDDENLY REMEMBERED 
SOMETHING HE HAD READ IN A PSYCHOLOGY 
BOOK; THAT WHAT YOU WANT TO DO ALL ALONG, 
YOU END UP NOT DOING ዐዘ PURPOSE, THAT YOU 
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CHANGE YOUR MIND ІМ THE FINAL SITUATION. 


AFTER ALL, HE-DIDNT WANT TO-BE MARTYRED. 
DISGUSTINGLY AND CRUELLY BY THIS. WRETCH. 


-„FUSE® IT CAME OUT.OF SASKIE OUT OF THE 
BLUE. IN THE NEXT MOMENT, THERE WAS 
DARKNESS. IF THE LIGHTNING HAD NOT BLOWN 
THE FUSES OF THE WHOLE DWELLING, THE 
TORTURER WOULD HAVE FINALLY DISCOVERED 
THAT HE REALLY HAD FORGOTTEN THE FUSE ON 
THOSE SCISSORS. NOW НЕ HAD TO PUT THEM 
DOWN AGAIN. THE TORTURER STOOD UP 
STARTLED, AND ІМ THE/SPEED AND DARKNESS 


THAT SASKIES FACE HADN'T HAD TIME.TO GET 
USED TO IN ALL THE COMMOTION, HE ONLY SAW 
THE ENEMY AS А BLUR IN THE DARKNESS. AND 
SUDDENLY HE FELT PRESSURE ОМ His EYELIDS 
AND WHEN HE CLOSED THEM HE SAW FEAR. IN 
THE NEXT MOMENT THERE WAS А STRANGE 
NOISE AND PART OF THE CEILING FELL ON THE 
TORTURER: HEAVY RAIN AND ል BIT OF LIGHT 
CAME INTO THE ROOM. А PIECE OF IRON PLATE 
WAS NOW STANDING VERTICALLY: ለ METER IN 
FRONT OF SASUKE. RIGHT IN FRONT OF HIM, THE 
TORTURER CHANGED INTO NOTHING MORE THAN 
LEGS STICKING OUT FROM UNDER А PIECE OF THE 
CRUMBLING HOUSE. THEN THE WIND, WITH WHICH 
JOSEFINA ALSO TRAVELED, LEANED AGAINST 
THE ROOF. HE ROBBED A PIECE OF THE ROOF 
WHERE IT WAS- MADE OF “IRON. SHEETS. ONE 
FALLEN PIECE OF THE HOUSE SLID DOWN AND 
SANK INTO THE BUILDING RIGHT WHERE IT WAS 
NEEDED. SHE BEGGED ‚THE HEAVENS NOT TO 
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HURT-SASKIE. HER IMPACT WASN'T PLEASANT 
EITHER, SHE WAS PRETTY MESSED UP. BUT NOW 
SHE WAS RIGHT IN FRONT OF HIM. SHE SWOOPED 
DOWN THROUGH THE HOLE IN THE ROOF. SHE 
APPROACHED HIM AND BEGAN TO UNTIE HIM. 


- „ТНАМК GOD THAT YOU ARE HERE JOSEFINA," 
HE THANKED THE /НЕАУЕМ5. WHEN НЕ WAS 
FINALLY ON. HIS FEET, THEY WERE ABLE TO GO 
OUTSIDE. BUT THE.DOOR LED TO THE MIDDLE ОР 
THE COURTYARD, WHERE TOGETHER: WITH THE 
CORE STOOD THE ONLY ACHILLES TENDON OF THE 


ORGANIZATION - ITS LEADER. THEY RAN OUT OF 
THE BUILDING, AND THE OTHERS IN THE. HOODS 
IMMEDIATELY SAW THAT. THEY HAD ESCAPED 
FROM THEIR CAPTIVITY. BUT BY THEN, SHOTS 


WERE HEARD IN THE SIDES OF JOSEFINA'S BACK. 
BUT SHE CALLED UPON THE FORCES OF THE 
EARTH, MARBUEL, AND ALL AROUND. HER THE 
SURROUNDING COBBLESTONES ROSE FROM THE 
GROUND AND PROTECTED HER BODY FROM THE 
MACHINE GUN BULLETS. WHEN THE SHOOTING 
STOPPED, JOSEFINA CRUSHED-ALL THE WEAPONS 
OF THE SURROUNDING MEMBERS OF THE 
ORGANIZATION WITH А MERE BREATH. AFTER 
THIS PHENOMENON, THEY KNELT DOWN AND 
BEGAN..TO .PRAY. AT THAT MOMENT, SASKIE 
PEEKED OUT FROM BEHIND HER: HE WAS BY 


JOSEFINA'S SIDE THE WHOLE TIME, ONLY ABLE 
TO BE COVERED BY HER BEAUTY. HE FINALLY 
STARTED TO REMEMBER: THEY HELD-HANDS AND 
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FLEW, AWAY THROUGH THE ETHER - ¿AWAY 


THROUGH SPACE-TIME. METATRON HELPED THEM 
WITH THAT. 

THEY APPEARED PRECISELY EACH ІН THEIR 
MAGICAL CROSS OF LIT CANDLES THAT WERE IN 


THE BASEMENT OF SASKIE'S HOUSE, WHERE HE 
HAD SET UP A CENTER FOR THE FOLLOWERS ОҒ 
HIS FAITH IN- WHITE MAGIC. HERE THEIR CANDLES 
ALL GLOWED FOR THEIR POWER TO CONTROL THE 
ELEMENTS. YELLOW TO THE EAST, RED TO THE 
SOUTH, BLUE TO THE WEST, GREEN TO THE 
NORTH. ONLY SASKIE AND JOSEFINA HAD A 
DAGGER INTHE EAST, ል MAGIC WAND.IN THE 
SOUTH, AND A CHALICE -IN THE WEST. SASKIE 


HAD A SMALL PENTAGRAM AND JOSEFINA'S SALT 
BOWL TO THE NORTH. THEY WERE ALREADY SAFE 


HERE. - „МНАТ ARE WE GOING TO DO NEXT? THE 
ORGANIZATION WILL GO; AFTER US WHEN THEY 


FIND OUT THAT МЕ RAN AWAY, THOUGHT 


JOSEFINA. -,,WE WILL CALL ALL OUR MEMBERS 
TOGETHER AND START. А JOINT MEDITATION: 
AFTER THAT WE'LL COME-UP WITH A PLAN FOR 
WHAT To do NEXT,” SASKIE REPLIED. HE DIDN'T 
EVEN REALIZE THAT НЕ HAD ALREADY 
EXPERIENCED THIS ONCE. BUT THIS WAS QUITE A 
PAINFUL DE УА VU. 
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TIEREN 


SR 


WAS COLD N THE EXEAT. ININE ROOM, COBWEBS HUME EVERSWHERE, 
ME THE LINE ПММ TABLE AND ANTIQUE CHARS. DUST HAD SETILEU ON 
ЖЕ FRAMES OF THE PICTURES, AND SOME CLUMPS ПР IT WERE EVEN 
AMINE IN SPACE, SUDDENLY, MT OF NOWHERE, THE PRESENCE DF MELUSINA WAS 
HEARD, SHE WASTED TARA THE SILENT HALL, TAKING THE LARGE GIMP Ir DUST 
АП HER, ዳሪ FLEW МП THE. በ22 AMD FLEW UP THE. CHIMNEY, HOWEVER, SHE 
HAD A FERS TIL nun ІБИТЕ) THE LAST REMAINING EMBERS IN THE ወሪ AFTER 
MAT, A LOE WAS SLOWLY PLACED WI ir, WHICH SOON CAUGHT FRE, А HAND um 
LIME PAINTED NAILS PUT IT THERE, IT WAS THE HAND IF A WITCH THAT DISCOVERED THIS 
PLACE, AM lun ABANDONED HOUSE SOMEWHERE ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF ደ W THE 
MIDDLE Ir THE ININE ROOM WAS A BOOKCASE AGAINST THE WALL AND A ИМЕ COUGH, 
A DARK БИЕП” FIGURE FROM THE SHADOWS SAT ON Т. THE АЙП HAD МІ WA IF 
SHE HAD BEEN THERE BEFORE THE FIRE IN HEARTH HAD STARTED, BUT SHE WAS SURE 
БИТ IT WAS ПМУ BECAUSE DF ТЕ LIGHT THAT SHE WAS VISIBLE, WITHOUT LIGHT THERE 
IS MU SHADOW. THE SHADOWY FIGURE WAS MOT IDENTIFABLE, SHE WAS JUST A 
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«ሠ FIRST SHE BLINKED, THEN SHE STRAEHTENED, AND THEN SHE БИШЕ. 
—, ЖИЕ AM I? Т LOOKS TERRIBLE IN HERE,” — , WHAT LOOKS TERRIBLE HERE? 
/ሪ TELL HOU WHAT 5 REALLY TERRIBLE,” THE WITCH WHO WAS SWEEPING THE FLOOR 
IN THE MEANTIME, REACTED IMMEDIATELY, -, ALWASS, WHEN / MOVE SOMEWHERE 
SOMEONE APPEARS THERE, JUST LME ሠ” — HOW WILL HE DISCOVER? 50 
WHERE АМ 12” HE CONTINUED ТІ SEARCH THE GHOSTS SHADOW AROUND THE ROOM FOR 


EDO KNOWS WHAT, — AT MY PLAGE THE #2 FINALLY ANSWERED MATIER — OF — 
ЕТІН AND MADE A MOTION WITH THE BROOM THAT WAS SUPPOSED TO PUSH THE DARKLY 


TRANSPARENT FIGURE AWAY FROM THE GOUGH BUT INSTEAD, THE BROOM HANDLE JUST 
WENT THROUGH, — , HOW EAN I BE AT HOUR HOUSE?" THE FIGURE CONTINUED TO ASK, 
THE WITCH WAS JUST AMAZED, — , БТ DUT OF HERE)" SHE SCREAMED AS THE RAISED 
FRECKLE ON THE ПР OF HER NOSE SWABED, THE DARK FIGURE STOOD ШР OF ITS ДИМ 
4227 ANO WALKED OUT aum THE STREET AS ያ IT WERE NOTHING, THE WITCH LOOKED 
ИШТЕ SURPRISED FOR А MOMENT AND THEN WENT BACK ТІ DUSTING. IN THE BLINK OF 
AN ESE, THE SHADOWY PERSONA REAPPEARED OW THE DUSTY COUGH. — , WHAT DO ЯШ 
STILL WANT HERE? I MUST HAVE TOLD МШ SOMETHIN, DION T |? LOOK AT MEN” THE 
WITCH STARTED DELIBERATELY DUSTING THE FIGURE HI HER BROOM, THINKING IT WILD 
EXPEL IT. THE FIGURE STOOD UP AMD WITHOUT A SINELE ЗЕМ OF RELUCTANCE WALKED 
THROUGH THE WALL dur INTO THE STREET WHERE THE STRONE WIND WAS BLOWING, BUT 
BEFIRE THE um, STARTED SWEEPING AGAIN, THE FIGURE WAS ALREADY SITTIME ПМ THE 
EDUCA АҒАН, — WHAT ARE HU DONE HERE АСАН) DO МШ WANT TO VISS ME 
#7” --,,... IM SORRY RTS АП," THE GHOST SPOKE, SHE WAS ALREADY 
AMINE THE BROOM AT HM AGAIN, EVEN THOUGH SHE KNEW IT WN EU. THROUGH 
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AGAIN, ONLY NOW un SHE FINALLY NOTICE WHAT SHE COULOWT SEE WW HER EYES, 
BONES, Å SHELETON SITW W THE END OF A SOFA, , WHAT 15 17?" SHE ASKED, 
-, „SKELETON REMAINS,” REPLIED THE ENTITY FROM THE SHADIWS, 

-,ШҒ COURSE, BUT #7" CURIOSITY MATERIALIZED IN THE ums FACE, 
— „HOW COME I DONT NOTICE HER BEFORE? ІМ, ЇМ 50 STUPIA” –,, COME ON, 
I ASK HER: መጩ- WHAT 15 HOUR NAME? WHOSE ARE ЖИ?” THE SHADOWS FIGURE 
TRIED ТІ TAKE THE INITIATIVE THIS TIME AMD ELBOMED THE SKELETOM, THE SKELETON 
RATTLED AND THE SKULL FELL TO THE ROUND WW A HUO, — ІН HELL, SHE 
PROBABLY WONT BE LIKE is, ANSWERED THE PERSONA DISAPPOINTED, — DO ИШ 
ТИМИ SHE 15 REAL? THE um, ADDED A MAE QUESTION AS SHE LIFTED THE SKULL 
FROM THE GROUND, — OF COURSE |! 5 REAL, ИШ ur. SHE WAS STARING THE 
SHULL STRAIGHT IN THE FACE, SHE WASNT EVEN MISSING А TOOTH, AS ያ THE SHULL 
WAS MOCKING HER, FOR THIS, SHE SUFFERED FROM А THIN ASYMMETRIC HOLE IN THE 
FOREHEAD AREA, „, HAVEN'T SEEN THIS. НЕТ," THE um SHOWED THE BALD SKULL 
TO ME SHADOW ON THE au. — ПІ ЯШ WN THE HOLE APPEARED THERE BEFORE 
THE POOR PERSON 5 DEATH DR AFTER If? ASKED THE SHADOW. —, HARD TO Suu, 
ИШЕТ THE WITCH AND ERABBED HER CHIN, — , Ir THE CRACK HAD BEEN CAUSED BS А 
FIREARM, IT WOULD HAVE LEFT THE BACH OF THE SKULL SHATTERED, THE TOP OF THE 
HEAD WOULD HAVE BEEN SHATTERED, BUT THAT 15 COMPLETELY UNDAMAGED," — LET 5 
SEE, EXPERT INVESTIGATOR," JOKED THE SHADOW ON THE COUGH. — | | KNOW ABOUT 
BALLISTICS БЕ BALL, IM JUST A WITCH, ANNE МИН JUST COMMON SENSE ИШ 
HAVE FIGURED nis UT," SHE TRIED TO BET OUT OF THE AWKWARD POSITION AMD PUT 
THE SHULL BAGN IN ITS PLACE — ІН THE COUGH BETWEEN THE SHADOW AMD THE REST 
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OF THE SKELETON, SHE THEN. STEPPED IN NEXT TO THE SHADOW WHERE SHE FOLDED HER 
ARMS AT HER WAST AS SHE LOOKED WI THE LIBRARY, — „ИГ # SAID THAT. NOTHINE 
SAYS MORE ABOUT A PERSON THAN HIS LIBRARY," — WHERE un НШ HEAR THAT?" 
„ JUST MADE ያ UP, CAN HU READ SHADOWS?” — | 1 DONT KNOW. LET 5 
TRY,” HE REACHED INTO THE LIBRARY FOR ONE OF THE BOOKS, SHE HAD NOTHIN 
PRINTED ON HER BACH, HE OPENED IT, — Ir LOOKS LIKE A DAR IT HAS МП AUTHOR 
DR HEADINGS,” "ИШ ЯШ READ I?" — HEM, 1 FEEL LME I WW THOSE 
LETTERS," HE FLIPPED THROUGH THE FIRST FEW PAGES, -, HE WRITES HERE ABOUT 
SOME ይ THAT WILL БЕТПЕ HERE WHEN IT 15 HABITABLE. AGAIN,” — WHAT? IS 
THAT REALLY THERE?” THE WITCH JUMPED UP mn ИМ AND PEERED INTO HIS BOOK VER 
#2 SHOULDER, -, ПП SOMEONE HERE TALK ABOUT ME? А VINGE THAT SOUNDED HALF 
RASPY GAME ШТ. AT THAT THE WITCH TURNED AROUND, WHAT IN WHO 15 TALKING HERE 
IN THE umu NOM STOOD А COCKED HEAD AND A SMILE OF STRANGE ТЕРІН, CURIS 
UNKEMPT HAR AND EARS STICKING UP, "ARE SOU THE ይፊ?" — , „ЕД. МУ NAME 
15 FILS,” — THAT 5 Au. | SARAHA, THIS WAS SUPPOSED TO BE JUST МУ HOME 
AND NOT HAVE TWO SUB TENANTS HERE,” — ዘ 15 ALSO WRITTEN ABOUT ЯШ 
IN THAT BO.“ — ШИГ?" — HE, ГІ ЖШ THAT А WITCH ALSO TAKES UP 
RESIDENGE IN THE HOUSE, BUT THE NAME IS NOT MENTIONED HERE, — WHAT KIND DF 
NONSENSE 15 THIS," SHE TOOK THE በጀ IN HER HAND, — IT 5 REALLY THERE, Eur 
ያያ HERE ARE WHITTEN HINTS AMD TIPS FOR HAUNTING THE ПІН,” — МИГ,” ТЕН 
BOTH ይ dur, THE SHADOW AMD THE ይሄ FILIS WITH МЕ TEETH, REMINISCENT 
OF А TRULS TEER, ALL THREE WERE NOW BEHIND THE SAME ВИЖ. — WHAT IS IT 
SUPPOSED ТІ MEAN? -, IT WILL PROBABLY BE NECESSARY TO HAUNT THE 22 50 THAT 
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PEDPLE REALIZE THAT THER HAUNTING is OVER. INSTEAD Ir WHAT DRUNKARDS AMD 
JUNKIES DO AND WHAT THE LAW 15 SHORT ON, SOU WILL INTERVENE," „lu, # 5 
ወጩ# ИШ ТІ DO m, FILIS COMMENTED ІН WHAT THE SHADOW HAD ЛЕТ 
unn — WH ONLY ME? ИШ ARE GHOSTS TOO,” БАП THE WITH, , WELL, I 
GANT LEAVE THE HOUSE," SAU THE SHADOW, -, AMD ЇМ LAZY, I WANT TO MAKE 
SOMETHINE AT HOME," THE ENOME STATED HIS REASON, THE WITCH STOOD ТІ HER SWE. 
— , 900 RE MOONE ME," — DONT HW SARAH, ILL FIX SOUR BROOM ТІ ПУ 
ДИЕ MIMBLES TWO THOUSAND,” --,, PFFF? БІЛІШБІЗ? ИИН SHOULD I EVEN LIVE HERE 
aim ЯШ, JUST BECAUSE IT 5 WRITTEN IN SOME BOOK?" — И LOOKS LWE A ПИЯН, 
PROBABLY OF THE FORMER OWNER OF THS RUINED HOUSE." — AND MO ጀ If?" 
—,,/ AWE MO IEA," — IST THERE A MAME ON THE Mm? — LOOK." THE 
WITCH ERUNTED WITH AN HT COLUMN AND OPENED THE DOOR OF THE HOUSE, THROUGH 
ИМЕН SHE WENT ШТ ONTO THE. n, IN FRONT Ir MICH. WAS THE MAIN ROAD AMD 


BEHIND IT WAS THE SCHOOL WHERE THE CHILDREN WENT, ONE JUST NOTICED HOW THE 
WITCH WAS STANDING THERE IN THE DOORWAY AND THEN SHE WENT DOWN THE SARS ТП 


THE ይጀ OF THE FENCE , WHICH SHE OPENED, LOOKED AT THE DOORBELL AND MAILBOX 
FROM THE OUTSIDE IT WAS OVERFLOWING WITH LEAFLETS, BUT THE NAME WAS NOWHERE 
TU BE SEEN, 
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THE CHILD IN FRONT OF HER BEGAN TO CRY. THE WITCH JUST LOOKED AT ММ WITH BIE 
EYES AND THEN MADE А MOTION WITH HER HANDS AS IF COMMANDING THE WIND AND THE 


«77 BLEW Ir ፡ THAT IT WAS 50 STARTLED THAT IT STOPPED GRIME, THE ሠ 
SMILED AND HEADED BACK INSIDE THE HOUSE, — THE MAME БҰТ REALLY 
THERE," — , SAD IT, ИИН DONT a BELIEVE МЕ?" - BECAUSE МЛ ИШ EDITED 
ЖЕ PAST 50 # МШ GOULD HAVE CRAP ON ME WOW, ЯШ BETTER EWE ME THE 
BOOK," SHE SNATCHED IT FROM THE SHADOW 5 HANDS AND BEGAN, — , THEY NEED ТІ 
BE INTIMIDATED HERE, MOST LWELY SMELLY JUNKIES LIVE THERE, ” PE WH 
SARAMAH WONDERED ABOUT THE ADDRESS. — WHAT? ያያ THERE?” — COME OW, I 
HAVE TO ED THERE" — ИЕ" — IT SAYS THAT I AM A WITCH FROM NOW W, ТІ 
SCARE," — OKAY, THEN BET ШІ THERE,” THE GNOME TRIED ТІ PUGH HER, 
—, ‚MT, FIX THE BROOM ጩሟ፲ AND I ALSO HAVE TO FIGURE በ7 WHAT SPELLS TO 
USE ON THEM, IT REQUIRES GOOD PREPARATION, I HAVEN'T HAUNTED LIKE THIS IN A LONG 
TIME .” — 1 DONT LME THAT WE HAVE TO FOLLOW THAT BOOK AT ALL," COMMENTED 
THE SHADOW IMMEDIATELY, — , WE HAVE TO FOLLOW SOMETIME, EVEN WITCHES FOLLOW 
BOOKS, LOOK, THERE'S EVEN A lun, THE ወሪ RAISED HIS BITTEN INDEX FINGER 
MAL mum AT MULTITUDES Пр ERIMORES IN THE LIBRARY. THE WITCH TOOK ПМЕ W 


HER HAND AND OPENED IT, SHE READ IT FOR A WHILE AND THEN LOOKED UP, — „ 
SEEMS THAT THE PREVIOUS DAMER WAS A FAM OF OCCUT HUHP AND THE 


MUSTERIOUS THEME IN GENERAL," SHE SAD ወ፻፻2 --, "HEM, / 5 MENTIONED HERE 
АШ # THAT DIARY," COMMENTED A SHADOW LEAFINE THROUGH Á HARDBACK 
MANUSCRIPT, HE 15 SAD TO HAVE STUDIED THEM ALL МЕ LIFE AND APPLIED SOME IF 
THEM," ADDED THE SHADOW, "INTERESTING," БАШ THE WITCH Wm A SMILE AND 
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STARTED READING THE BOOK AGAIN. AFTER А WHILE, SHE LEAFED THROUGH IT AND MOVED 


AN TO THE NEXT ONE, THIS TIME, IT WAS FINALLY SOME MORE INTENDED FOR HER THE 
PICATRIX BOOK SPECIALIZED IN A ТИРЕ OF MAGIC NAMED А5 MEDIEVAL ASTRONOMY 


ASSOCIATED WITH MAGICAL RITUALS, ІШІМІЗ WHITTEN IN ARABIC. — THAT'S iii IT 
HAS BEEN PRESERVED UNTIL TODAS, THANKS TO THE. TERRITORY Ir THE. HOLY EMPIRE, THE 
ROMANS ILLU HAVE SET IT ON FRE," “OO ЯШ SAY SOMERMINE? ASKED THE 
SHADOW. — NO М, ЇМ JUST READINE SOMETHIN HERE," SHE TOOK THE BOK ТІ 
HER ROOM AND EXAMINED THE FIRST Humus. AFTER A TIME ጩሪ TO AS MANS HOURS 
AS THERE ARE MONTHS IN A HEAR, THE THREE OF THEM GATHERED IN A ROOM WITH A 
FREPLAGE AND A BOOKCASE, FILMS HAD A BROOM READY FOR SAYWA AND SHE HAD 
THE RIGHT CONJUNCTION Ir PLANETS READS П CARRY DUT HER CALLING, SHE JUMPED IN 
THE BROOM АМ) SPED THROUGH THE WINDOW OUT um THE D. "WHEN SHE COMES 
BACK, | HAVE ANOTHER JOB FOR HER," SAID THE SHADOW. — , АМО THERE 15 NOTHING 
THERE FOR ME? ASKED ይጀ --,,#2 ያ IS SAD THAT ЯШ SHOULD INVENT A 


MODEL OF THE PLANETS IN THE SYSTEM AROUND THE SUN, SO THAT NEXT TIME IT ИШ 
BE BETTER AND FASTER FOR БАРАМАН ፻፲ MODEL THE RIGHT SITUATION FOR THE МАТ 


MAGIC AND HAUNTING," -- OMY, LL EO FOR i, THE # CRAWLED INTO HIS 
LAR IN THE BASEMENT, WHERE НЕ HAD МЕ WORKSHOP. THE SHADOW CONTINUED TO READ 
THE NEXT PART OF THE DIARY FROM THE ВИМЕНЕР. — 50 HOW UU THE HAUNTINE 
БІ? THE SHADOW ASKED WHEN SAW RETURNED FROM HER MISSION, — | SCARED 
ЖМ in DEATH. | DONT EXPECT IT MASEL." — WHAT DID THEY LOUK LIKE? THE 
ይ WHO CLIMBED UT Ir THE GELLAR ALSO ASKED, — OWE DE THEM, WHO WAS 
LINE SEMI UNCONSCIOUS IN THE HALLWAY OF THE HOUSE, JUST OPENED МЕ MOUTH 
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ШЕ A CARP, PROBABLY DELIRIOUS, МЕ OTER TWO SERVED THE BREMSE.” 
-, МІ? Ш I ДИМ?” — HEM. ONE OF THE TWO CAUGHT WIND THAT | WAS 
FOOLING AROUND AMD STARTED RUNNING, HE MUST HAVE BEEN REALLY DVERDRESSED, 
BECAUSE HE TOOK IT STRAIGHT FROM THE WINDOW. THE LAST INE Ir THEM TOOK A ይዘ 
ይዘ I WAS JUST ANOTHER PHOTO AMD FIRED...” — AND?” HE PRICED UP THE 
EMUME 5 FARS, "WEIL, I SWEPT HER WITH МУ BROOM," SHE SHOWED THEM, DE 
ይጠና IMMEDIATELY LAUGHED, THE BULLET WAS REALLY CAUGHT BY THE TMS FOR 
ይጀ HE STRENGTHENED THEM AROUND SO THAT THEY WOUD BE MORE SOLID 
TOGETHER IN THE BUNDLE, — ЯШ EAN SEE IT HERE, IF НШ HOLD THE nuts ПЕНПЯ 
m ЯШ THEY CAN GAGN EVEN A BULLET, HONEST ENOMISH WWW. - PUT 5 
PROBABLY MOT ORDINARY WOOO, 15 1? ASKED THE SHADOW, — It'S MOT EVEN, 
НИ?" HE IMMEDIATELY ANSWERED HIMSELF um ANOTHER QUESTION, — BUT IT ደ 
ያ 15 COLLECTED FROM THE THRESHER'S WILLOW UNDER THE FULL MOON." — 1 
ASSUME THAT SÜIMETHNE THAT ONIY HAPPENS mre EVERI 100,000 A, 
aum TI THE RIGHT CONJUNCTION DF THE PLANETS," 

-, ШТ OF COURSE ያደ" — AND I BET ИШ READ T FROM THAT BOK, DE 
DESCRIPTION OF THE PREPARATION OF THE BROOM," — М5 FROM PIGATRIX,” 
—, ums, WELL, ТИГ 5 WHAT I COULD HAVE THOUGHT, WHAT ELSE COULD ሠ 
BE READIME, RIGHT?" — , FM ONLY READING WHAT THE PREVIDUS OWNER LEFT HERE." 
"MOU MEAN THE SKELETON?" — , HEAR, LOOK WHAT SHE HAS IN THE LIBRARY, WHERE 
THE SHADOW WAS READING IN THE DIARY," — THE NOTES OF HENRY CORNELL ፡ሠ 
OF NETTESHEM, HE SERVED AS А FACTUAL MODEL FOR THE CHARACTER OF HE 
LEGENDARY HAUST." — Т 5 laut PHILOSOPHY, | READ T FROM THE DIARY, HE 
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ALSO HAS VOLUMES ПР THE SERPENT OF GENESIS, THAT 5 THE KES m BLACK MAGIC. 
THEN OTHER HINES, THE aun, HESS TO THE TAROT, CROWLEY 5 NOTES, ALSO 
ይ FROM DIN FORTUNE, PSYCHIC SELF DEFENSE . FINALLY, KAREL 
SEEMS መ AND | COULD EO ON, THE OWE WHO USED TO LIVE HERE, AND 
WHOSE BOWES STILL RESIDE HERE, WAS A BOOK HUNTER," — , АЙ ST NOW IT MAKES 
SENSE ТІ МЕ. HE KNEW ТШ MUCH, 50 HE PUT А HOLE IW HIS HEAD," — МАНАЕ 
SOMEONE DØ ir m ММ," — MAYBE IN TIME WE ИШ FINO dur HOW ያ REALLY 
WAS, I HAVE ANOTHER VASK FOR ЯШ NOW, ЯШ АМЕ TO PUT THE ይ2ሀ፳% INTO 
OPERATION, | Ales EMPLOY THE REMAINING! WITCHES #7" "ИДИ ARE THES Alu, ТІ 
WORK FOR US?" — | HES." — HAMAMA, AMD WHERE CAN | FIND THE WITCHES?" 
"MOU RE A #ሠ USEF, DONT ИШ HAVE ANY FRIENDS?" — „ПИБАМРЕ A 
SABBATH." — , WELL, I'VE NEVER ORGANIZED / BEFORE, AMD WHERE БИШ 12” 
— ШР HERE ABOVE THE dm THERE 15 A EREAT VIEW FROM THE ИШ." , OKAY, 
WHEN THE RIGHT CONJUNCTION GOMES, I WILL ARRANGE IT, UNTIL THEN, | M ይሄ ТІ 
TRY PENTAERUMS IN МУ ROOM," THE um SAD duni ТІ THEM FOR SOME TIME 
SOON AFTER, БАЛАМИ HELD A WITCHES COVEN ON THE HILL ABOVE THE TOWN, А ШТ 
DF umts GATHERED HERE, AMD SHE DEFERED THEM A JOB IN THE ያ BREWERY, 
SOME OF THEM ACCEPTED IT, — „ИЕ BREWHILISE 15 IN OPERATION AGAIN, THS TIME 
FOR US," ANNOUNCED THE um WHEN SHE RETURNED TO THE HOUSE OWE МЕНТ. 
-, ЫТ, МШ WE HAVE in TAKE OVER THE LOCAL STRIP CLUB," БАП А SHADOW 
FROM BEHIND THE BOOK, — WHAT?" — WEL, ИШ CHARM THER PIMP AND CLUB 
OWNER." — , WHE?" — BECAUSE THE CITY CONTROLS IT HERE," — | SEEN AMD 
WE HAVE TO CONTROL THE um HERE?” - ITS A CONDITION OF ሠጩ HERE" 
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-,,መጀ WELL, PLL BET BACK TO WORK," ANNOUNCED THE WITCH CONTRITELY, IN 
HER ROOM, SHE WAS THINKINE ur А PLAN ПН HOW TO CARRY DUT THE CURRENT TASH. 


SHE HAD TO GET A SPELL ON THE CLUB OWNER AND THE PIMP. SHE WAITED FOR THE 
RIGHT CONJUNCTION ДЕ JUPITER AND SATURN AND THEN PITTED THEM AGAINST EACH OTHER 


IN THE UGLIEST WAY, THER DWN WEAKNESSES THAT HAPPENED ፻፲ BE THER STRENGTHS 
AND ALSO HAPPENED ПП BE THE OBJECTS THAT WOMEN WERE ATTRACTED ТІ, IN THE 
SECOND PLAGE, IT WAS THER MONSTER THAT MET THEM IN LIFE, BUNS FOR ONE, DRUGS 
FOR THE ПК. THE DRUEBED UP PIMP, HE INJECTED THE ARMED CLUB DAMER WITH A 
MAL ШЕР OF HEROIN RIGHT BEFORE HE SHOT НМ. NOW THE WHOLE BUSINESS 


BELINGED ПМУ ТЇ STRIPPERS, AND ТНЕУ JUMPED AT THE CHANGE. THE WITCH APPEARED 
TU ONE OF THEM IN A MIRROR RIGHT AFTER DISCOVERING THE DEAD BODIES OF TWO 


POWERFUL MEN, АГ THAT MOMENT, THE STRIPPER REALIZED THAT SHE WAS HOLDING THE 
RENS OF THE MENT ወጩ AND SO TOTALISM ПИК በጀ THE ENTRE STRIPPER 
BUSINESS, THS BROUGHT THE WITCH SARAH TO HER SIDE A PROFESSIONAL COMPANION 
AND A POLE DANCE DANGER, AFTER RETURNING HOME, WHERE THE SHADOW WAS READING 
THE BOOK OF THE MASTER OF THE HOUSE, THE ПИЯН, THE SHADOW READ ALOUD ТІ 
HER, AND SHE FOUND DUT THAT NOW ALL SHE HAD m DO WAS GET WEAPONS ON HER 
SIDE, BUT ዘ WITH TE 897 PLANETS, SHE MITIGEU A РШЕ OF OTHER BONS 
7222 IN A PILE NEXT TO THE BLAZINE FIREPLAGE, THE ONE ON TOP WAS THE FRAMED 
FILM, "ЯШ HAVE NO RESPECT FOR THOSE BOOKS," SHE SAD ТІ THE SKADD, 
— , HU) RE RIGHT," HE REPLIED AND THREW IT AMD THE OTHER ONE HE HAD READ FROM 
THE SHELF STRAIGHT INTO THE FIREPLACE. — МИП” SHE WALKED ПИЯ m THE 
FREPLACE AMD TOOK ያ IN HER HANDS AND OPENED IT, IT WAS FULL OF NAMES AND 
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AMOUNTS, DATES, — WHAT 15 If?" SHE MAS በሪ AT HER, THE FRONT PAGE 
READ SOLUS, — WHAT IS IT SUPPOSED ПІ MEAN? -, ACCORDING m n 
NEWSPAPER, JUST SOME LIST OF DEBTORS, MAINLY PILTICUNS AND RAPPERS AND 
BUSINESSMEN," — ІН, AND WHAT IS IT EDOD FOR? — T 5 MI USE NOW, UNLESS 
ЖШ BET INTO IT AMD CURSE ALL THOSE NAMES OR SOMETHING," LAUGHED THE SKADD. 
„l, I COULD DO THAT, BUT FIRST IT WOULD BE BETTER ПІ FINISH THE TASK um 
THE WEAPONS. EVERITHINE 15 FINE, WHERE 15 FILIUS?" 

— , PE በ IN SOMETHING DOWN IN THE BASEMENT, THAT mu. , Aus, 
Ру ED LOOK THERE SHE SAID AND DID SO, INSIDE THE CELLAR, ICH LIQUIDS DRIPPED 
PROM THE ELINE, ይጩህ CONCLUDED THAT THERE WAS NOWHERE FOR THE WATER TO 
FLOW FROM ABOVE AND SO Ir MUST BE CONDENSED VAPORS FROM FILIUS Lua 
TE ጋዘ MOVED BETWEEN THE FLASKS AND THE STEAM, — , ШИ, WHAT KIND DF 
SING Б THAT?" SHE ASKED, "SAR, DONT ЯШ KNOW ##7" — 15 nus 
SULFUR? AFTER ALL, IT DOESNT STING THE МБЕ." — HES I MANAGED TO 
SUPPRESS WHAT 15 Sil TYPIGAL OF SULFUR THROUGH ANOTHER EXTRACTION,” AT THAT THE 
#2 LOOKED AT THE ПР OF HER NISE AS ያ # ይ WAS JW AT H. 
„%, HERE | HAVE SOMETHING FOR ЯШ," HE HANDED HER THE FLASK, — WHAT 
15 ІГ?" SHE ASKED EVEN MORE SURPRISED, "ACIO, ЯШ LL NEED IT," HE TOLD HER. 
— ЖШ FOR?" --,,ያ АШ SAVE HW TIME, BETTER NOT ASK AND ED OW," HE 
REPLIED, НЕ un AS HE SAD. HE DOESNT HAVE TO WAIT FOR AMS CONJUNCTION WIM 
THE CAUSTIC, SHE SNEAKED INT THE POLICE STATION IN THE CITY AND በ2227 THE 
LOCK TO THE AMMUNITION WAREHOUSE WITH THE HELP OF CAUSTIC, WHEN SHE REPLACES 
HM, SHE WILL ፲ IT AGAIN AND THE ONIS ONE WHO WILL BE ABLE TO BET ІН THERE 
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MILL BE HER, NIS МП FOR NOTHING THAT THEY SAG, IF SOMETHINE NEEDS П BE 
SAD, LEAVE IT ТІ THE MAN, IF SOMETHING NEEDS T BE DUNE, EWE THE TASK TO A 


ይሄ DR IS IT THE THER WAY AROUND? БАЯН WASNT SURE ABOUT THAT, BUT 
WHAT SHE WAS SURE OF WAS THAT THE CITY NOW BELONGED TO А ТЕШ ПЕ MYTHICAL 


INTELLIGENCES ИМ, WITH THE POWER OF THER MALEVILENDE, DW THE 
PRODUCTION OF ADDICTIVE SUBSTANCES, HAD THE STRONGEST INFLUENCE ON THE STRIP 
CLUB, CONTROLLED AMMUNITION AND WEAPONS, SHE HAD A ШІ OF CHAOS OW HER 


HANDS, МІТ JUST HER, BUT THE ENTIRE MISI PANE, А5 THEY CALLED THEMSELVES, 
SHE WENT BACK ТІ THAT HOUSE ON THE EDGE ПЕ TOWN THAT STILL HAD SMOKE COMING’ 


FROM THE CHIMNEY, IT WAS MOT STRANGE TO ANSONE AROUND, AFTER ALL, ITS OWNER 
IS DEAD, HIS SKELETON IS STILL SITW ON THE. COUGH, THE SHADOW OF АН UNKNOWN 
ENTITY STANDS NEXT TO IT AND OPENS THE LAST BOOK FROM THE SHELF THERE 15 A 
LETTER IN Ir. FM MORE THAN. CERTAIN THAT THE TIME HAS COME FOR ME m HAND OVER 
THE WRITING REIMS ТІ SOMEONE HVWD. I HAVE DEDIGATED MY LIFE ТІ THIS, WRITING 
MUS MY PASSION, | SACRIFICED AS MUCH AS | COULD FOR I, UNFORTUNATELY, | 
BURNED ШТ IN MY SOCIAL ANO FAMILY LIFE, ALL I FELT I COULD ENE in THE WORLD 
WERE МУ BOOKS, THE ONES I HAD ENOUGH ENEREY FOR I WROTE WWW, BUT IT 15 ПМЕ 
77 LEAVE THUS POSITION AND THE TASK TO BE COMPLETED BY SOMEONE WWE. / М ТІП 
ШІ FOR THAT, | LED THIS. WORLD, ТІ THE U GENERATIONS, | HEREBY LEAVE MH 
LEGACY IN THE FORM OF BOOKS, WHICH SHOULD BE BURNED, BECAUSE THEY ARE MERE 
FIEMENTS Ir МУ IMAGINATION AND SHOUD THEREFORE ALSO FULFILL THER SECOND nut, 
ЖИТ 15 in UNITE SOCIETY BY DESTRIBINE THEM, SENDING ONE LAST KISS TO THE WOMEN 
I ADORED ABOVE ALL ELSE, I HEREBY LET ALL PEDPLE AND BEINGS WHO HAVE CHOSEN 
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ME AS THER ENEMY WIN AND FOR THEM I EXERCISE МИ RIGHT TO BE FORGOTTEN. SIGNED 
BY DOMINIK ALF HIMSELF, HE PUT THE LETTER DOWN AND TURNED ТІ THE FIRST PAGE 
DF THE LAST BOOK ON THE SHELF. | ВИЛИ AT THIS BOOK FOR HOURS, HER RICE PAPER 
LEAVES WRITTEN IN LOWERCASE, If WAS A HEAVY BOOK WITH LEATHER BOUND BOARDS 
AND SEVERAL HUNDRED PAGES, EACH ПЕ THEM SEEMED TO CARRY AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE 
THAT COULD МТ BE DESTROMED EVEN BY THE FLAMES OF HELL, AND BET WAS SU 


THREATENED THAT А MERE INSENSITIVE MOVEMENT WAS ENOUGH TO TEAR THE THIN PAGE, 
THERE WERE A ШТ DF SUCH PAGES AND IT WAS Aff H ወሪ THEM BACK 


TOGETHER, 50 MANY TORN 87 AND ДМ HALF PAGES THAT THE WHOLE WORK AND ITS 
MESSAGE REMAINED SOMEWHERE UNFINISHED, HOWEVER, WHAT | READ IN THAT BOOK 
MADE ME FEEL LIKE AN ORDINARI THINKING PERSON. THE AGHUIRED KNOWLEDGE SHOOK 
МУ LIFE ТІ ſi FOUNDATIONS, МУ VIEW OF THE WORLD WAS CHANGED FOREVER. SHIVERS 
OF INSANITY COURSED THROUGH ME LIKE AN ELECTRIC CURRENT, FIRST, ANXIETY TRIED ТІ 
CONSUME ME, THEN DARKNESS, AND FINALLY IT HAS /2 DWN SELF— DESTRUCTIVE 
EXISTENCE, | BURST OUT LAUCHINE AT THE LAST MOMENT, THERE WAS NO OTHER Ht. 
THE HIDEDUS LAUGHTER DF THE PSYCHOPATHS TRAPPED INSIDE МЕ, THE ERIN OF HIDEOUS 
ИШ THAT ГАМЕ ШТ ПР МУ MOUTH, WAS INSIDE МУ HEAD, THE CHILLING EUPHORIA 
RAN DOWN MY BACK, ИМЕН WAS EXACTLY AS PROMINENT AS THE BOW РШМ THE VIEW 


THROUGH МУ WINDOW, А COLD WIND HOWLED AT THEM, COMING DOWN THE SIDE OF THE 
HILLS INT THE SADDLE AND THEN LEANING’ AGAINST THE BRICK WALLS OF THE HOUSE 


WITH FULL STEAM. IT CRACKED IN THE RAFTERS, Å LIGHT FLASHED ABOVE МУ HEAD AND | 
WAS ABSOLUTELY SURE IT WAS WATCHING МЕ, HE SWIFFS AROUND ME AND FEELS MY 
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GUNSEBUMPS ИИН SUMMER INTIMATE TOUCHES. ME mn БИН FROM INSIDE MH 
BUDE, HOM THEY DIZI THE HARS ON МУ ARMS, HOW THE MUSHROOMS W MH 
FINGERS CRUNCH WHEN I STRAIGHTEN THEM, I CANT HELP BUT FEEL IT IN THEM, THE 
FEELING DF THE ENERGY EMANATING FROM MY FINGERTIPS, WHIGH WAS FILLED um THAT 
BOOK THAT I SOLDAT HAVE OPENED, I WAS DRENCHED IN IGH SWEAT, MY HEART WAS 
RACINE, | COULDNT EVEN MOVE AS I WAS SCARED TO DEAN, I SAT IN THE GHAR, 
EXHAUSTED BH THE МЕЙТ, AND MY LIMBS AND HEAD HUME DOWN IESS. ONLY 
DARKNESS REMAINED AROUND МЕ. 

THEN I EASPED FOR AR AND COUGHED, | FELL ASLEEP, HAVE I SLEPT IN THIS CHAR FOR 
SEVERAL HOURS? DR DAYS? SOMETHING WAS WRONG WITH МЕ. WAS IT REALLY МЕ? I 
BUT UP AMD STARTED REACHING AROUND. МУ TEXTILES, MY BODE. THAT BOOK? WHERE 
15? SHE DISAPPEARED, SHE WAS NOWHERE, WHERE DIO SHE ШІ? THE ОБЩИ АТ THE 
END DF THE ROOM STRUCK THREE IN THE MORNIN, THE DAMNED TIME, THE ИШТ 
BETWEEN THE DOE AND THE uur. NOW THE SUPERNATURAL FORCES HAVE THE MIST 
POWER. I FELT TRAPPED IN АМ INVISIBLE AMD INTANGIBLE GABE OF NIGHT AMD DARKNESS 
TAT SURROUNDED МЕ. ONLY THE FLAME DF THE CANDLE THAT | DECIDED TO 87 WAS 


CLOSE ТІ МУ ሠ LIKE A FAITHFUL W П ITS HANDLER. THE THOUGHTS THAT CAME ТІ 
ME WERE ENAWINE AT MH MIND LIKE RATS ON THER INVULNERABLE FOOD SOMEWHERE IN 


THE DEPTHS ПР THE SEWERS AND CELLARS BELOW GROUND LEVEL OF THE CITS. | ERABBED 
MY HEAD, OW THE BOOK, WHERE 15 ? I LOOKED AROUND THE ROOM, SHE WAS NOT in 
BE FOUND, DID HE WHO WAS AT THE HEELS OF МУ KNOWLEDGE WE IT AWAD? ШИЛ 
WAS HE АМИН? А DEMON DE POWER? OR PERHAPS MYSELF? THE WIND AGAIN 
LEANED AGAINST THE WALLS OF THE HOUSE AND I LOOKED BACK ШТ THE WINDOW. | 
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SAW A FIGURE. ПЕМ THROUGH THE ARCHWAY, WAS SHE A Kum, AN ETHEREAL FEMALE 
CREATURE OF THE WIND ELEMENT, OR PERHAPS AN ИМИН? UNDE? UNFORTUNATELY, I 
HAVE AGDRAFMIBA, THE FEAR Ir OPEN SPACES DIU. NOT ALLOW МЕ m m OUTSIDE m 
Anu THE SCENE, INSTEAD, | RETRED ТІ МЫ STUDY m RECORD nis NOCTURNE, 
NOCTURNAL INSPIRATION, I CAN, ИТ CIRCULATED W МУ BRAN Alls. | mW T BET 
AMEN OF HER, EVEN FIN SHE SCARED ME TO МУ CORE, МИ EES ELOMED ІН THE 
CANDLELIGHT AT THE SIEHT OF МУ MANUSCRIPT ИШ ARE CURRENTLY READING, LWE THE 
PUES OF A NOCTURNAL AMMAL, A RAPTOR, DR OHER NOCTURNAL, DAR — SEENE 
CREATURES, МУ ПЫН CAPTURE OF THE INELAGRAMIE, Ir MISELF W THE ACT, HAS SUGA 
AN EFFECT OW ME, THE un REAL OBSERVATION WHEN | CATCH MYSELF unn THES 
RIGHT МІШ, BUT AFTER THAT. I WANT ТІ DEVOTE МӘЗІР in SOMERINE ELSE THES TIME 
I SHOULD KNOW HOW SANT DOMME INTENDED IT, | SHOULD WEAR THE BLACK ROBES 
MIB. IN THE. FIRST HALF IF THE TWELFTH CENTURY, ALTHOUGH | COULD PROBABLY WEAR 
መሀ AS WS NAMESAKE, COME DM, I HAVE BLACK. BUT ПИЯ TIME | WEAR JT AMD 
WASH IT. AND THEN IT TURNS ERAS, ANS, МУ ANCESTOR ALREADY MIDTE THE. BOK 
MALLEUS MALETIRUM, N TRANSLATION — H) 5 HAMMER. HAMDLE FOR በ222 
ШІ, HOWEVER, ያ WAS OMY ISSUED BY THE DOMINICAN ORDER IN DE AFTEN 
ወጀ AFTER THE DEAH OF MY ANCESTOR. UNTIL THEN, ir MAS USED ONLY 
92/7. AFTER ITS RELEASE, HOWEVER, RELATIONS BRUKE ПЛИН, MICH THEN LED 
70 MORE WHISTLE — BLOWING. 

PARADOXICAL, EVEN MS NAMESAKE SANT DOMINE BURNED THE. BOOKS OF STRANGERS, 
BUT MO ONE ALLOWED HIMSELF TO HEAT HIS BOOK IRI HEAT, UNTIL THE HUSSITES ЕМЕ 
A FUCK ABOUT [ШУ WHAT MAS TRUE, | WISH THEM THE BEST, THEY WERE DUR PEOPLE 


260 


AND DUR FAMILY WENT BH. THER SIDE, АГ LEAST НИ А WHILE BEFORE THE TENSION 
SUBSIDED, BECAUSE THAT 5 HOW IT FOES IN THE CZECH LANDS, I LOVE LOOKING AT THE 
CAROS NO LESS, TAROTS, AS WELL AS ИМАЛИ, THEY ARE CALLED ТИШИН IN MORAVIA, 
IN BOHEMIA, THES ARE SIMPLY CALLED MARI. SKY — THE ONES WHO ALHAHS. nun 
DEVILS # FAR TALES, FOR EXAMPLE IN FIMFOR, BUT AROK ALSO MEANS TRUMP, / М 
ይዘ TAROT, 50 ЇМ FINE ТІ PLAY IT UPSTARS IN МУ ROOM, I WILL BE HAPPY ТІ 
WRITE DOWN MH. INTERPRETATION. Ir BAS A SPECIAL EFFECT IN МЕ, EACH CARD HAS ITS 
ШИН STORY, THE MORE I LOOK AT THEM ANO DISCOVER MORE AND MORE DEALS Tr 
FASCINATE ME AND THAT I ይሆ GARRY IN MY HEART. BUT WITH THIS. KNOWLEDGE I WAS 
ШИМ TAT I ይሮ A BUDOWE MYSTIC, BUT Ir WASNT THE ONLY FAME I HAD 
AMBITIONS FOR, РМ ALSO WELL VERSED W ASTROLOGY, 50 | LL ED LOOK THROUGH МЯ 
TELESCOPE AT THE STARS — THE MIGHT SKY 62 ME SO MUCH THAT | WRITE 
DOWN МУ FINDIMES REGARDING THE EFFECT Ir THE UMWERSE IN THE HUMAN alu. I 
UNDERSTOOD THIS VERS MUCH AFTER READING THE WRITINGS OF AVRAMAM BARCHU. НЕ 
WAS THE FAST PERSON IN THE MIDDLE AGES ТІ WRITE DOWN МЕ PHILOSOPHICAL 
MATHEMATICAL AND ASTRULDEIGAL FINDINGS IN HEBREW, THANKS TO THIS, IT EOT INTO 


LATIN AND THEN INTO SITW AND THUS INTO TODAS 5 CZECH, SO ЇМ GONG ТІ TAKE A 
LOOK AROUND МУ NOTEBOOK ASTROELOBE AT МУ LIBRARY WHERE I HAVE SOME BOOKS ON 


THE BANNED BOOK LIST. INDEX LIBRORUM PROWIBITORUM, | REACH FOR МУ NOTEBOOK 
FROM WHICH ШШ ARE READING NOW AND SEE THAT ALL SMS DAY 15 WW THE 
CALENDAR, NOW THE EVENTS AROUND ME FIT INTO ONE MOSAIC AND EVERYTHING 
PRESENTED ITS MEAMWE, I HAVE ТІ EO ШТ, I SAW A CLOCK ON THE WALL NEXT ТІ A 
PAINTINE BY ALBRECHT DURER, A GERMAN PAINTER WHO SPENT #2 LIFE ТЕММЕ 77 
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MATCH LEONARDO DA VINGI, Т 15 NOW А QUARTER ТІ THREE IN THE MORNING, RIGHT 
TIME TI EO. I TAKE THE GIDAK IN МЯ HAND AND PUT IT OW, Is PERFECT, HE LOOKS AT 
Å PANTING EH. BOSCH FOR A WHILE, HE WAS DIFFERENT FROM ME AS THE SECOND ONLY 
БИШІ OUT Ir FEHTEEN CHILDREN, AND МАНАЕ HE WAS A HOMOSEXUAL, MII I DNL 
RESORTED in AS A WOMAN, MAIBE THAT 5 ИНУ ЇМ ALONE А LOT OF THE TIME, BUT 
SLEEPING WITH A WOMAN DOES NOT MEAN HAVING SEX WITH HER RIGHT AMY, ያ E 
«ሠ ТІ SLEEP NEXT TO HER IN BED EVEN WITHOUT INTERCOURSE, ያ 15 COMMON 
AMOWLEDGE THAT EVERY WOMAN IS PREMIER AMD MORE BEAUTIFUL AFTER SEX, BUT 
ወወ IF THERE E MO SPARK BETWEEN THEM, EVEN THE GREATEST HIDDEN 
PASSION WILL MIT BRING THEM TOGETHER, SEX 15 SOMETHING THAT I ABHOR IN FART. IN 
amm m BE ABLE TO LAY WASTE ТІ SOMEONE, I HAVE TO HAVE COMPLETE TRUST IN 
THAT PERSON. 

A CEDAR EROVE EREW ШЕШЕ, MS EREAT— ጩመዘሀጃ፣ PLANTED IT. INSIDE ММ WAS 
A PLAGE THAT I FELT WAS AN 222. А PLAGE miu, THE MAEICAL SAP DF 
HNIWLEDGE AMD EXPERIENCE, ASTRAL FORMATION OF THE ENERGY- INFORMATION FIELD, 
AT LEAST የያ HOW # በ22 DEFINED # BUT I TELL ЯШ, FROM EXPERIENCE 
THAT IT CAM ALSO BE Å PLACE CHOSEN AS SUITABLE. FOR ANGELS mn LAND IN BETWEEN, 
АГ LEAST THAT 5 HOW I USED ТІ FEEL THAT I WAS CONVERSING WITH THESE MESSENGERS 
BETWEEN MEN AMD EDOS, SOMETIMES ONIS IN SPIRIT, IN MH. MIND, SOMETIMES I EVEN 
SAM THEM, BUT I STILL ONLY HAD THER ИЙГЕ INSIDE МЕ, | THINK THAT 5 JUST HOW 
ANGELS ARE, IMPRESSIVE, I DON'T KNOW WHY, BUT EVERY TIME I GAME BACK FROM 
THE EROVE THROUGH THE BACK GARDEN WHERE MY ANCESTORS PRACTICED FENCINE, I 
OFTEN REMEMBERED HOW МУ UNGIE ПЕЕ TOLD ABOUT VISITING PRAGUE THERE, ABOUT 
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THE SO-CALLED LANTERN MAGIC, ABOUT THE FIRST MULTIMEDIA THEATER IN THE WORLD. 
ЖІБІ CALLED SYNTHETIC THEATER, AT THAT TIME, UNTIL MY PERSONAL БЕТІМЕ, | DID 


MOT ММДИ THAT THE THEATER WAS THE NATIONAL THEATER ITSELF AND A NEW SIE, 
WHICH HAS ALWAYS BEEN A SPRINGBOARD FOR BUDDING NATIONAL ARTISTS IN ALL 


DIRECTIONS, ESPECIALLY W THE NEW ONES. THEN, TOO, I EXPERIENCED A PERFORMANCE 
IMPROVISED BY THE REEWARS OF THIS. PLAGE. I МИШО CALL THEM. STREET ACTORS, BUT 
МДИ CAME THE MOMENT WHEN I FELT THE DEMON AGAIN, A DEMON OF POWER FIR НЕ 
UNFLFLLED WISHES, | MAS PIESESSED BY MANY DEMONS IN MY መጃ | MAS 
FAMILIAR. WIH ALL SEVEN DEADLY SINS, AFTER SOME TIME OF REALIZATION, АН ЕНН 
DEMON FELL OW ME FOR THAT. — THE DEMON OF POWER, HOWEVER, NOT heim. 
BAD 15 ЇЙ FOR ЯМЕРИМЕ. ALL THE SEVEN SINS ШИЕ PRIDE, GREED, ENVY, ANGER, 
ወጩ ወጋ aum, ALL ur THEM. NAMELY LUGER, LEVARAN, SAAN, 
ASMIDELE, BEELZEBUB, БЕЛІН | HAVE EXCHANGED FOR THE ONE DEMON OF POWER 
ЖИТ HAS MOT HET BEEN NAMED, ONLY WIH ММ un HUMILITY APPEAR W ME AND I 
BEEAN TD FAST, SW WAS BECOME A MISTAKE FOR МЕ. BY INSULTING THE DEITIES.. EVEN 
ТИШ I WAS MOT A CHRISTIAN, SOMERME INSIDE ME TOLD ME НИТ I WAS MIT. DONE 
WELL, THAT DEMON DF POWER MAMFESTED ITSELF ІН ME ADDICTION TO DRUGS, THE 
CONSUMPTION ur NARCOTIC SUBSTANCES 15 MOT PROHIBITED АЛЕ, ያ WAS BECAUSE 
I WAS INTERESTED W በ27 ВИНУ AMD DEMONILOCS, AND AS А NON BELIEVER 
FHIMAS, I un MOT PRACTICE THESE THELREIES, | JUST READ ABOUT Ir. EDO ALMIGHTY 
HMSELF HAS ወ ME um SUGH A ወጄ AFTER ዘሀ TE DRUG, | STOPPED 
ሀ FOR ሀሀ ANO mem MISTAKES, HUMAN AND KIND COMPANY MAS ENOUGH 
FOR ME, INSTEAD OF ANGER, | BEGAN TO mu ABOUT THE QUESTIONS TAT NATURAL 
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INSTINGT RAISES, FOR EXAMPLE, OVERPOPULATION, DESTRUCTION ПЕ THE ENVIRONMENT, 
RACE OF PEOPLE AMINE THEMSELVES AND WITH THEMSELVES, THE LOSS OF FEELINGS AND 
SIMULAR TUPIGS, WACH WERE ANALYZED BY MR, K. LORENZ, THANKS TO nis, I KNEW 
HOM | WANTED ТІ PROCEED FURTHER, AMD THAT WAS TO CREATE SOMETHING COMPLETELY 
NEW IN ME VISION THAT MILD APPEAL ТІ AS МАМИ PEDPLE AS POSSIBLE 

I STARTED ПІ BELIEVE W Mr. МУ 22 EXTERIOR HAD NO DOUBT THAT HE 
GOULD INE በሆ WRITE А «622722 BIBLE, AND THAT IN ТЇ] MASS, CHINESE, THAT 
ደ GLOBAL — СЛИМЕГПМЕ ALL RELIGIONS # ONE AMD THEN ANOTHER, INVENTING ДИК 
AND NEW ONES. BUT mu NOW DO / UNDERSTAND THAT | GAN PRACTICE IMVIICATIUNS 
WITH ANGELS, ACCORDNE ТІ nr ANGELIC 2227. THESE MOMENTS FINALLY ЕМЕ ME 
МИГ I LONGED FOR — COMPLETE ENLIGHTENMENT, THANKS TO WHICH I WAS THEN ABLE 
ПІ CONTINUE WITH МУ CURRENT LIFE AMD ТІ CONTINUE ТІ WRITE, I WAS DONE WELL 
HOWEVER, / BELIEVED, AS I CONVINCED MYSELF, THAT ПМЕ INHERITS MANY EENES FROM 
IME 5 EREAT— ANCESTORS RUTHER THAN ПИЕ 5 PARENTS, THAT 5 WS I EOT ALONE THE 
MOST WITH MY GRANDSON, DESPITE THE FALT THAT WE WERE DIFFERENT W MANS THINES 
BECAUSE OF THE EENERATION ይሆ — THAT 15, AGE AND TIME, WE THOUGHT FORM, 
ABOVE ALL, HE MOTNATED ME TO COMPLETE МУ JOURNEY OF KNOWLEDGE BY READING 
SECRET DOCUMENTS AND BOOKS, SO THAT HE МП LONGER BAD m W IT. IN THE END, 
HOWEVER, I FOUND ШТ በደሃ ONE TANE — ያያ ALL JUST FICTION. ያያ 4ህሯ 
BETTER П COME UP um, SOMETHING OF HOUR በደ THAT. BH. | WROTE МУ DIARIES 
FOR MANY SEARS, WHIGH PRESERVED MY VISION ur THE WORLD AROUND ME EVEN AFTER 
МУ DEATH, HERE I GHOSE THE ONE THAT BELONGED ТІ МЕ, | DRILLED A HOLE IN МУ 
FOREHEAD WITH А MANUAL MACHINE ТІ LET МУ ЯШ ШТ. 1 MADE THE MACHINE 
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“ያ ያ WAS WRITTEN ABOUT IN SOME ONNE BOK FROM ПЕЙ HAW. 
BASICALLY, A MODERN DAS CULT MOVIE, BY SUCCEEDING IN COMPLETING ТИЕ DEATH, I 
WILL RELEASE MY ЯШ HERE INTO THE PREMISES DF МУ HOUSE, ИНСН GAN HANDLE 
ITSELF. um A SUFFICIENTLY МЕН PROBABILITY, THE ONE WHO 51 TORMENTED МУ SOUL 
DURNE MY LIFETIME WILL MATERIALIZE PROM IT — THE UNNAMED DEMON ПР POWER 
ITSELF. HE WILL HELP THE 22 SETTLE HERE AND THEN HE WILL FULFILL HIS PART DF 
THE DEAL AND I WILL BE ABLE TO REST IN PEACE, SIGNED BY DOMINIK ALF HIMSELF” 
-, ЖМ) SO THE SKELETON 15 DAMIAN ALF?” THE БМИМЕ WONDERED, — М5, 
AND I AM THE DEMON OF POWER," SAID THE SHADOW IN A LOW ИЙ um 
UNDISEUISED ASTONISHMENT. — HEY COME HERE," SUGGESTED THE WITCH AND 
mum TU THE SCALE. THE SHADOW MOVED OVER HER, — Sr, OWL! 23 GRAMS. 
РЕ HUMAN SOUL WEEKS SO MUCH.” — 50 DOES THAT MEAN ЇМ HW 2 
PUREATORÍ?" HE WAS AFRAID OF THE SHADOW, — М, МЕ STILL HAVE WOW ПІ 
ШІ," REMINDED THE um AND PULLED ШГ A ## BOOK FULL OF DEBTORS NAMES 
FROM UNDER HER CIAT. 
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DRAGON TALE 


PR 


» FIRE WAS BURNING AROUND THE 
LAMES SHOT HIGH, CARESSING THE 
ACES OF THE PEOPLE STANDING 
‚ I ROSE FROM THE ASHES LIKE A 
PHOENIX. DIRTY, <DISORIENTED. I FINALLY 
STRAIGHTENED UP. | WAS SPOTTED IN MY SILE. 

-,ANOTHER OF US HAS RISEN. LETS WELCOME 
HIM." SAID ለ DEEP VOICE. MEAD SPILLED INTO 
THE CHAINED CORNERS. I EMERGED FROM THE 
HELL OF FIERY WAVES IN WHICH I WAS BORN. 

- INTRODUCE YOURSELF YOUNG WARRIOR." "MY 
NAME IS- ALFRED THE DRAGON SLAYER, I DID 
AS HE WANTED I GOT A LAUGH IN RESPONSE. 

- YOURE TOO THIN FOR ለ DRAGON SLAYER, 
AND YOUR FACE DOESNT SHOW ANY SIGNS OF 
STRUGGLE.” -,DONT BE FOOLED WIGLAF THERE 
1. A DESTINY IN ለ NAME” ADDRESSED WIGLAF 


266 


GROWLED BUT SPOKE TO THE WISE FELLOW. 
-SOME MINESENGR «WILL SPOIL OUR MORALE 
WITH HIS LUTE 1 CAN ALREADY SEE HIM 
KNOCKING SOME DRAGON 70 THE GROUND WITH 
THAT FIDDLE” - ЈЕ WE GIVE HIM A CHANCE, НЕ 
WOULD DEFINITELY KNOCK HIS HEAD OFF WITH 
JUST STRINGS. YOURE FORGETTING WERE 
DRAGON SLAYERS!» "EXACTLY, LANCELOT,” 
NODDED THE MAN IN THE ORNATE ROBES. 
- WELL MINESENGRE, LETS SEE HOW MANY 
DRAGONS YOU CAN DEFEAT IN THE END SAID 
THE MAN. I REMAINED SILENT AND STEPPED 
AWAY FROM THE FIRE CLOSER TO THE LANDING 
FACES AROUND ME -, I AM AFRAID SAINT 
GEORGE, THAT YOU HAVE MADE ለ MISTAKE 
BEFORE YOUR COD. THIS I$ NO DRAGON 
SLAYER! THE ONE CALLED МОЕ CALLED OUT 
AGAIN. -፲ MAY HAVE MADE A MISTAKE, YES, 
BUT COD I$ NEVER WRONG. HE SENT THE 
YOUNG MAN HERE FOR SOME REASON. JUST 
LIKE EACH OF US.” THE GOLDEN ROBED MAN 
ANSWERED, „MAT I KNOW WHERE I FOUND 
MYSELF" I ASKED. - IN REFUGIO. DRAGON 
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SLAYER SANCTUARY,” ለ DEEP VOICE ANSWERED 
ME. I WAS SILENT ON THAT. I NOTICED THAT 
THERE WERE FACES FROM ALL OVER THE 
WORLD. - YOU ARE NOT THE FIRST PERSON THE 
UNIVERSE SENT US HERE, AKASHA. DEPENDING 
ON WHAT YOUR BACKGROUND IS. YOUR ARKHAI, 
50 ACCORDINGLY WE ARE YOUR MASTERS, AND 
ACCORDINGLY YOU SHALL ALSO FACE YOUR 
NEMESIS - ADVERSARY” A KNIGHT CALLED 
LANCELOT SPOKE TO ME - WHO WILL BE MY 
NEMESIS?” I ASKED $0 FOOLISHLY. THE SIMPLE 
ANSWER RESONATED WITH ME. - DRAGON.” 

THEY ACCOMMODATED ME IN A LARGE ROOM IN 
А GIANT BUILDING AT THE FOOT OF THE 
MOUNTAIN. THE WHOLE POSITION WAS 
SOMEWHERE HIGH UP IN THE VAST MOUNTAINS. 
1 TRIED TO REMEMBER HOW I GOT HERE BUT I 
DIDNT REALLY KNOW ANYTHING. 1 WAS 
LOOKING OUT THE WINDOW AT HOW IT WAS 
SNOWING AND THE SNOW WAS PILING UP ON 
THOSE ICY CLIFFS. I WAS FASCINATED BY THE 
IDEA OF AN AVALANCHE BREAKING OUT AND 
COVERING THE ENTIRE BUILDING. WHAT WOULD 
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HAPPEN THEN? IT WAS А CLEAR NIGHT WHEN I 
ROSE HERE FROM THE ASHES. I DIDNT WANT TO 
SLEEP ANYMORE. I LOOKED AT THE STARS 
UNTIL DAWN. IN THE. MOUNTAINS JT WAS 
BEAUTIFULLY CLOSE TO HEAVEN. THE SKY, ALSO 
CALLED AKASHA, WAS FULL OF CONSTELLATIONS 
FROM THE LITTLE AND BIC DIPPER, I GOT TO 
THE POLARIS, TO ORION AND THEN TO ALPHA 
DRACONIS, THE BRIGHTEST STAR OF THE 
DRAGON CONSTELLATION. UNTIL THE SUN DROVE 
HIM OUT OF THE SKY. THE DOOR BEHIND МЕ 
OPENED AND THE ROBED MAN STOOD IN ІТ 
MAZETTA COVERED HIS SHOULDERS WITH HER 
BROCADE FORM, LIKEWISE HIS CLERICAL WAS 
GOLDEN IN COLOR. -COME EAT BREAKFAST, 
DRAGON SLAYER, HE SAID I SILENTLY WATCHED 
WHAT WOULD HAPPEN NEXT. THE CORD AROUND 
HIS WAIST, THE CINGULUM, WAS UNTIED НЕ 
LOWERED HIS HEAD TO GET A 600) LOOK AT 
HER $0 HE COULD TIE HER UP AGAIN. THUS 
REVEALING А SHAVED HEAD CONSUL HE LOOKED 
LIKE А MONK, BUT WITH TURKISH FEATURES. | 
KNOW WHO YOU ARE,” I SAID. THE MAN ROLLED 
HIS EYES AT WHAT WOULD COME OUT OF МЕ 
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-YOU ARE ST. GEORGE, THE MOST FAMOUS 
DRAGON SLAYER.” THE MAN FROZE. -,NO WE 
ARE VERY FAMOUS,” HE SAID WITH A SMILE. ግ 
WILL EXPLAIN EVERYTHING TO YOU NOW HE 
SAID AND LED ME INTO THE CORRIDOR. - FOR 
YOU ARE FROM CENTRAL EUROPE, I SAINT 
GEORGE, WIGLAF AND LANCELOT WILL BE YOUR 
MASTERS. OF COURSE THERE ARE A HUGE 
NUMBER OF US HERE DRAGON SLAYERS FROM 
ALL OVER THE WORLD GATHER HERE - IN THE 
REFUGIO THE SCHEDULE FOR YOUR DRAGON 
SLAYER TRAINING WILL BE AS FOLLOWS, EVERY 
MORNING AFTER BREAKFAST WARM-UP ON THE 
KOLBE FIELD THIS IS OUTSIDE THE REFUGE 
BUILDING. AFTER THAT, YOU WILL STAY AT THE 
RINK FOR ONE DAY AND EXERCISE YOUR BODY. 
ON THE SECOND DAY YOU WILL HAVE STUDIES, 
WE WILL EXERCISE YOUR MIND AND ON THE 
THIRD DAY LANCELOT WILL TRAIN YOUR SKILLS 
WITH WEAPONS. THEN EVERYTHING WILL BE ALL 
OVER AGAIN. I$ IT CLEAR TO YOU?" I REMAINED 
SILENT AS A SIGN OF APPROVAL. 
| DIDNT HAVE A PROBLEM WITH THE BOOKS. I 
FELT SOME KIND OF BROKEN POETS SPIRIT IN 
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ME. BUT WHAT DID THEY PREPARE FOR ME AT 
THE KOLBISTE? WIGLAF AND LANCELOT WERE 
STANDING THERE LAUGHING HEARTILY AT 
SOMETHING. “THE. POET I ALREADY HERE || 
HEARD THEIR VAIN REMARKS. „COME ON 
YOUNG MAN, DO TWENTY PUSH-UPS, SIT-UPS AND 
EIGHT CARTWHEELS AROUND THE TRAINING 
GROUND” ORDERED WIGLAF I DID ALL THIS IN 
SILENCE FOR SEVERAL TENS OF MINUTES. THEN 
HE WORKED ME TO > EXHAUSTION AGAIN, 
SEVERAL HOURS AT A TIME. -, YOU ARE THIN! 
DO YOU WANT THAT DRAGON TO BITE YOU?” HE 
SCREAMED, - AND NOW WHEN YOURE DONE 
YOURE GOING TO HAVE A 600) TIME. EAT 
WHAT YOU CAN AND. THEN AGAIN. THE DAY 
AFTER TOMORROW WE WILL CONTINUE” HE 
SMILED IN HIS BEARD AND IT WAS ALREADY 
GETTING DARK BEHIND HIS BROAD SHOULDERS. 
HALF DEAD I SHUFFLED TO THE DINING ROOM 
OF THE GRAND HALL WHERE ALL THE DRAGON 
SLAYERS WERE FEASTING TOGETHER. I GOT A 
LOT OF MONEY. | ATE AND I LISTENED. 
- STOORWORM WAS UNIMAGINABLY LARGE HE 
HAD THOSE JAGGED JAWS OPEN WIDE ENOUGH 
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Т0 SWALLOW AN ENTIRE TOWN OR VILLAGE. 
AND IMAGINE THE DANGER | WAS IN. - DONT 
REPEAT IT, WEVE ALREADY HEARD IT ለ 
HUNDRED TIMES. .-.LOOK, AND YOUR DRAGON 
HUNTING, ISNT IT? Å PIECE OF THE LONG TABLE 
BEGAN TO LAUGH, FOLLOWED BY OTHERS AND 
OTHERS. EACH GROUP TO ITS OWN ADVANTAGE. 
TO STORIES ABOUT HUNTING DRAGONS. - WHEN 
HE SWALLOWED ME, I DIVED AS FAST AS I 
COULD. THEN I LIT THE ЖАТ AND IT STARTED 
BANGING IN THE DRAGON! THE DRAGON WAS 
TORN APART FROM THE INSIDE” -.TO DRAGON 
SLAYER JAMMIE!’ THEY DRANK AND FEASTED I 
ATE TWICE IN А ROW BEYOND USEFUL SATIETY, 
AND THEN WENT TO MY CHAMBER. I COULDNT 
SLEEP ALL NIGHT, $0 I KEPT LOOKING AT THE 
STARS. IN THE MORNING IN THE WOODEN BENCH 
I STARED AT THE PRISONER FROM THE BOOKS 
IN FRONT OF ME I WAS SITTING THERE ALONE, 
AS ALWAYS: THE ONLY DISCIPLE AND THE ONLY 
MASTER - SAINT GEORGE. - HAD NAHASH IN 
HEBREW, HAS ALWAYS BEEN THE POWER OF EVIL 
AND CHAOS FROM THE UNDERWORLD, BUT ALSO 
OF THE FERTILITY OF LIFE AND HEALING. 
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SNAKES EATING EACH OTHERS TAILS SYMBOLIZE 
THE CYCLE OF ETERNAL REPETITION, AND OUR 
TEACHING WILL TAKE PLACE IN THE SAME WAY, 
HE SAID. ON THE BLACKBOARD HE HAD ለ 
STRETCHED QUT PICTURE OF A DRAGON WITH 
PARTS OF 175 BODY DIVIDED. ST. GEORGE 
POINTED AT IT WITH HIS WAND AND READ 
PARTS OF IT ALOUD. 

- UPPER TAIL, LOWER ТАП, THIGH, THIGH, HIND 
PAWS, CHEST, FLANK, TENDERLOIN, RIBS, WINGS, 
CHUCK, BREAST, HOCK, SHOULDERS, FRONT PAWS, 
NECK AND HEAD AND NOW YOU TELL ME HE 
NODDED AT ME WITH HIS CHIN. I KNOW WHY 
YOURE NOT HERE IN ARMOR LIKE EVERYONE 
ELSE,” I SAID. SAINT GEORGE WAS TAKEN ABACK 
BY MY REACTION. - YOU MAY HAVE SLAIN THE 
DRAGON, BUT YOU YOURSELF DIED AS A 
MARTYR TO CHRISTIANITY. I REMEMBER 
READING ABOUT YOU WAY BACK BEFORE MY 
AWAKENING HERE» - OKAY BOY. ILL LEAVE YOU 
HERE TO STUDY NOW AND GO OUT FOR ለ 
WALK MYSELF ILL TEST YOU WHEN I СОМЕ. HE 
TRIED TO HIDE HIS SUDDENLY AWAKENED FURY. 
DREAD HIS FACE LIKE AN OPEN BOOK. HE RAN 
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OUT OF THE CLASSROOM. I HEARD HIM CURSING 
IN А LOW VOICE ON THE WAY DOWN THE НАП. 
BEHIND ME WAS THE ENTRANCE TO THE 
LIBRARY. 1 TOOK THE- HANDLE BUT IT WAS 
LOCKED. $0 I WENT BACK TO THE BOOKS I HAD 
TO 60 THROUGH. THEY WERE UNTITLED, 
WRITTEN IN ለ TRACT STYLE THAT, WAS 
UTTERLY INDESCRIBABLY DULL THE FOLIOS 
WERE FILLED WITH SOMETHING ABOUT THE 
PARABLE OF THE FIGHT WITH THE DRAGON AND 
THE LITURGY. ACTUALLY, ІТ WAS A LITURCY OF 
A FIGHT WITH A DRAGON. UNDOUBTEDLY THERE 
WERE SOME CEREMONIES. FIGHTING A DRAGON 
ISNT JUST THAT. ITS AN HONOR. ALL OF THESE 
TOMES IN FRONT OF ME WERE UNDOUBTEDLY 
WRITTEN BY SOME DRAGON SLAYING CLERIC. IN 
ADDITION, ALL WRITTEN IN LOWER CASE. A 
FONT THAT WAS HARD TO DECIPHER LET ALONE 
READ. I PREFERRED TO LOOK AT THE TAPESTRY 
ON THE WALL WITH THE PARTS OF THE 
DRAGON WRITTEN ON IT. UNTIL SHE MADE 
SENSE TO МЕ THEN I WALKED OUT OF THE 
CLASSROOM. AN ELDERLY MAN WAS JUST 
WALKING DOWN «THE CORRIDOR. “HELLO” 1 


274 


GREETED HIM. THE MÀN WAS FROM А SLIGHTLY 
DIFFERENT CULTURE THAN МЕ $0 HE JUST 
GESTURED WITH А SMILE. AFTER PASSING BY 
МЕ HE ALSO WENT QUT. А SYCAMORE TREE 
GREW IN FRONT OF THE BUILDING. I PLUCKED 
HER CROP AND ATE HER FLESH. THEN, HIDING 
BEHIND A TREE, I SAW ST. GEORGE TALKING 
WITH WIGLAF AND LANCELOT. - THAT CHEEKY 
BOY DOESNT HAVE ANY SENSE OF JUDGMENT OR 
AN 10ТА OF GOOD MANNERS! HE KEEPS 
LOOKING AT ME LIKE HES READING ME. I DONT 
KNOW HOW LONG WE CAN LAST WITH 
SOMETHING LIKE THIS.” THE OTHER TWO WERE 
AMUSED AT FIRST. IM BEGGING YOU WHAT 
ELSE WOULD YOU EXPECT FROM A JUNKER!” HE 
UNDERESTIMATED WIGLAF "DONT WORRY SAINT 
GEORGE WELL TAKE HIM TO THE SHOW. SAID 
LANCELOT. I WAITED FOR ST. GEORGE TO PASS 
BY AND CLIMBED OUT FROM BEHIND THE FIG 
TREE. „ AM ASKING TO ENTER THE LIBRARY! 
I IMPOSED MY PLEAS UPON HIM RADICALLY. HE 
WAS ALMOST HIT BY ለ SLAG WHEN I JUMPED 
ON HIM. OUT OF BREATH, ME SENT ME TO 
DINNER AND RAN AWAY HIMSELE 
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THAT NIGHT I LOOKED АТ THE STARS AGAIN. 
THE NEXT DAY, ҒАМУ ІК THE MORNING, I HAD 
TRAINING WITH LANCELOT. HE WAS DRESSED IN 
A. LEATHER TUNIC WELL, НЕКЕ ARE THE 
SWORD AND THE PUMICE STONE, I WANT TO SEE 
YOU SHARPEN THE SWORD,” HE SAID 1 КМЕТ 
DOWN AND SHARPENED THE OUTSIDE OF THE 
SWORD WITH A EMBER THAT WAS VERY POROUS 
TO THE TOUCH. - WELL SEE, AT LEAST YOURE 
GOOD AT SOMETHING IF NOT LEARNING.” 1 
STARED AT HIM FOR A LONG TIME. -,SAINT 
GEORGE TOLD ME ABOUT YOU THAT YOU ARE 
VERY UNDISCIPLINED YOU SHOULD TREAT HIM 
WITH MORE RESPECT” I NODDED SILENTLY. 
- NOW, HERE ARE THE TARGETS, ለ SMALL 
SHIELD, AND SHOW ME SOME MOVES WITH IT. I 
GRIPPED HIS LEFT HAND FIRMLY AND SHOWED 
HIM THE FIGHTING STANCE I FELT I SHOULD DO. 
„% ONE LEG MORE FORWARD SO THAT 100 
HAVE THE CENTER OF GRAVITY IN THE PELVIS. 
LEGS, ARE YOU SURE? AND NOW I WANT TO SEE 
THE SWING» 1 WAVED MY SWORD HAND IN 
FRONT OF ME. - OKAY, YOU SHOULD JUST GET 
USED TO THE WEIGHT OF THE SWORD AND 
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WHEN YOU SWING THE SWORD, RETURN IT BACK 
TO THE POSITION. HERE, HE ADVISED МЕ 
AFTER THAT, 1 TRAINED FOR SEVERAL HOURS 
STRAIGHT IN THE MIDDLE OF THE RINK. GROUPS 
OF SETTLERS OF THE VAST HOUSE IN THE 
MOUNTAINS CALLED THE REFUGE CAME Т0 
LOOK AT ME. THEY DIDNT MIND ME BUT THE 
TRAINING EXHAUSTED ME ENORMOUSLY. 1 
REALLY OVERATE THAT EVENING IN THE DINING 
ROOM. -YOU TAUGHT HIM WELL WITH THE 
LANCELOT SWORD!” THEY EXCLAIMED AS MY 
MASTER CAME INTO THE BANQUET HALL. - THIS 
I$ JUST THE BEGINNING HE ANSWERED HE 
CAME ТО ME AND SPOKE = WE WILL HEAR 
WHAT LEGENDARY FIGHT. ALFRED THE DRAGON 
SLAYER HIMSELF WILL EVENTUALLY WAGE.” AT 
THIS THERE WAS А TUMULT OF MEAD TOASTS 
FROM THE CHISELED HORNS. - AND WHAT WAS 
YOUR STORY, LANCELOT?” SOMEONE ASKED. 

-YOUVE ALL HEARD IT SEVERAL TIMES 
BEFORE" -.YES, BUT NOT THE YOUNG ONES. 
- WELL, THEN, FOR YOU, DRAGON SLAYER. 
| WAS RAISED BY A LAKE FAIRY AND АТ THE 
AGE OF FIFTEEN I WENT OUT INTO THE WORLD 
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TO EXPERIENCE. ALL I GOT ON HER WAS ለ 
SWORD I WAS UNBEATABLE IN BATTLE AND 
BECAME ONE OF THE MAIN KNIGHTS OF KING 
ARTHURS ROUND TABLE BUT» ANOTHER THING 
HAPPENED THAT GOT ME INTO TROUBLE. I FELL 
IN LOVE WITH THE WIFE OF THE KING HIMSELF 
- GINEVRA. THE KING FOUND OUT AND DECIDED 
TO SEND ME ON A VERY DANGEROUS 
EXPEDITION, WHERE I ENCOUNTERED ለ DRAGON. 
IT WAS A BLACK SLED» -, YOURE THE WORST» 
COMMENTED ONE OF THE DRAGON SLAYERS 
NEAR ME „II WAS IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 
JUNGLE BY А CAVE WITH А LAKE. THE BEAST 
SPAT CAUSTIC SALIVA AROUND IT. THE ACID 
CORRODED MY SOLDIERS, BUT FOR NOW I WAS 
ABLE TO SNEAK UP TO A STRONG TREE, WHICH 
1 CLIMBED AND THEN JUMPED ОРЕ ONTO THE 
DRAGONS BACK. A SWORD STRAIGHT FOR THE 
NECK! THE MONSTER WAS ROARING! A. œ. 
THEN . . . SHE DIED” HE STOPPED SLOWLY IN 
HIS NARRATIVE LANCELOT. SILENCE PERMEATED 
THE BANQUET HALL BUT ONLY FOR A SECOND. 
AFTER THAT THERE WERE CHEERS AND TOASTS. 
TWO MEN TOOK HIM ABOVE THE HEADS OF THE 
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LEAPERS, AND HE REJOICED THERE IN THE 
PEAKS. I FINISHED MY MEAL AND WENT TO MY 
ROOM. I LOOKED AT THE STARS. CONSTELLATION 
DRAGON. IVE BEEN HERE FOR THREE DAYS 
ALREADY. A NEW THREE-DAY WEEK STARTS 
TOMORROW. DAY ONE - TRAINING WITH WIGLAF. 
DAY TWO - LEARNING WITH ST. GEORGE DAY 
THREE - TRAINING WITH LANCELOT. AND THEN 
A NEW WEEK AND THE SAME THING AGAIN. I 
LOOKED AT THE TOPS OF THE ROCKS AROUND 
AND FANTASIZED IF THERE WAS A CAVE WITH A 
DRAGON SOMEWHERE THAT I COULD GO AND 
ATTACK. BUT I DIDNT KNOW ABOUT OR SEE 
ANY. $0 I KEPT LOOKING AT THE STARS. THAT 
DREADED CONSTELLATION OF THE DRAGON. IN 
TRE MORNING AFTER BREAKFAST I WENT TO 
TRAIN WITH WIGLAF HE SHOUTED ORDERS AT 
ME AGAIN, WHICH I HAD TO COMPLY WITH 
WILLY-NILLY. -,WIGLAE^. I ADDRESSED HIM 
BREATHLESSLY TO THE GLOOM. - 1 WOULD LIKE 
TO KNOW YOUR STORY AS WELL I SAID 
-JOURE PROBABLY NOT SUCH ለ LEARNED POET 
IF YOU DONT KNOW MY NAME, HE LOOKED AT 
ME CURSED. T AM THE NEPHEW OF THE FAMOUS 
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BEOWULF, HE SPOKE I ROLLED MY EYES. 
- AFTER KILLING GRENDEL AND HIS MOTHER, 
THOSE TWO HIDEOUS CREATURES, HE BECAME 
KING. HE WAS UNTIL HIS. LAST BREATH. 
HOWEVER, A RED-SCALED DRAGON APPEARED IN 
THE LAND EVEN AFTER THAT. HE SPEWED FIRE. 
IT HAD RED TO RED-ORANGE COLORED SCALES 
AND MEASURED AROUND 25 METERS. HE HAD TO 
INJURE HIMSELF IN ORDER TO KILL HIM, BUT 
UNFORTUNATELY ENDED UP IN HIS FLAMES. AT 
THAT MOMENT, HOWEVER, I GAVE THE DRAGON 
А FATAL BLOW AND IT WENT AWAY. THATS 
HOW I BECAME A FOLLOWER OF THE THRONE,” 
HE CONCLUDED HIS STORY BRIEFLY. 

| WAS SILENT. ALL THIS EXPLAINED WHY SHE 
WAS WEARING SUCH A MAGNIFICENT TUNIC AND 
ALSO А TIARA, A CROWN STUDDED WITH 
DIADEMS. $0 I WENT TO HAVE DINNER. - LISTEN 
DRAGON SLAYERS, ፤ AM JOHN LAMBTON AND I 
WOULD LIKE TO SHARE MY STORY WITH YOU» 
HE BEGAN AT FIRST. -,ONCE I WAS FISHING LIKE 
THIS AND I CAUGHT SUCH A SMALL SNAKE. HE 
HAD DARK SCALY SKIN. HE LOOKED PRETTY 
HARMLESS AND I ACTUALLY THOUGHT HE WAS 
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CUTE $0 I THREW HIM INTO THE WELL ON 
OUR HILLFORT. OVER TIME I COMPLETELY 
FORGOT ABOUT HIM AND WENT ON AN 
EXPEDITION TO THE HOLY LAND. WHEN I CAME 
BACK, THE WHOLE CASTLE WAS UNDER SIEGE BY 
THAT WURM! I HAD COMPLETELY | FORGOTTEN 
WHAT SUCH ለ WORM COULD GROW INTO. IT 
TURNED GREEN AND GREW TO INCREDIBLE 
PROPORTIONS THE LONGER IT LIVED THERE. HE 
WAS POISONOUS, HE HAD CHLORINE BREATH. ALL 
THE PLANTS IN THE AREA WITHERED AND THE 
GRASS DRIED UP HE GUARDED HIS TERRITORY 
OF MY STRONGHOLD WITH IT. WHAT DID I 
NAIVELY EXPECT? THAT SCHEMER HAS TAKEN 
OVER MY HOME HE WAS SECRETIVE AND 
AFRAID TO FIGHT, BUT WHERE HE COULD EAT 
SOMETHING OR SOMEONE UNNOTICED YES! HE 
DID IT! I HAD TO STEP IN. FOR YEARS BEFORE 
| RETURNED, THE CHILDREN FROM MY HILLFORT 
HAD TO SACRIFICE THE MILK OF OUR COWS, 50 
THAT AT LEAST SOMETHING WOULD FILL HIS 
STOMACH AND THEREBY LIMIT THE NUMBER OF 
HIS VICTIMS. I LOOKED FOR A WITCH, SHE 
ADVISED ME TO TAKE ARMOR FROM HER. IT 
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WAS COMPLETELY COVERED WITH ለ BLADE AND 
FLASHED BEAUTIFULLY. BUT SHE DIDNT WANT 70 
PAY FOR IT. SHE SAID IT WAS CURSED AND IF 
SHE PUT IT ON, J MUST KILL NOT ONLY THE 
DRAGON, BUT ALSO THE FIRST CREATURE 1 
MEET AFTER FIGHTING THE DRAGON. THE 
URGENCY OF THE SITUATION DROVE ME TO THE 
POINT WHERE I KNEW I HAD TO REACT AND 50 
| SLIPPED INTO IT WITHOUT THINKING MUCH 
ABOUT HOW IT WOULD ALL TURN OUT. I SET 
OUT TO FIGHT THE WURM. IT WAS ALREADY 50 
ENORMOUS AND HUGE THROUGHOUT THE CASTLE 
THAT IT WAS ENOUGH TO OPEN А CELLAR AND 
ለ PART OF THE. WURMA STARTED THERE | 
SLASHED АТ HIM IN PLACES WHERE I COULD 
UNTIL I PROVOKED HIM TO SUCH AGGRESSION 
THAT HE STUCK HIS HEAD OUT. SHE WATCHED 
OVER THE ENTIRE CASTLE. I RAN OUT TO MEET 
THAT ЕМС BEAST - THE LAMBTON WURM. I 
ATTACKED HIM IN THE GROUND FLOOR, BECAUSE 
HE WAS FIVE METERS THICK AND TEN METERS 
HIGH. IN THE NEXT MOMENT HE ATTACKED TOO. 
НЕ SWALLOWED ME. LUCKILY, THATS WHY I HAD 
THE ARMOR. 
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IT CUT HIM OPEN, BOTH IN HIS MOUTH AND 
ALL OVER HIS BODY FROM THE INSIDE WITH 
THAT HE SQUEALED AND I CUT MY WAY OUT 
OF HIM. EVERYONE WAS CELEBRATING AND 
WANTED TO CONVERGE ON ME LED BY MY 
FATHER, BECAUSE I FORGOT TO TELL THEM 
THAT THE ARMOR WAS CURSED I TRIED IN 
VAIN TO ESCAPE THEM. THEY CAUGHT UP WITH 
ME, BUT WHEN THEY NOTICED THE BLADE. ON 
HIM, THEY PREFERRED TO GIVE UP THE HUG. I 
WAS UNABLE TO KILL ANYONE ELSE AND $0 MY 
FAMILY WAS CURSED FOR SEVEN GENERATIONS 
А5 THE WITCH HAD PREDICTED. NO ONE IN THE 
FAMILY FOUND THE TREASURE OF THE DRAGON 
I SLAYED THE HERO JOHN LAMBTON ENDED HIS 
STORY REGRETFULLY. - AND YOU SEE, YET YOU 
ARE HERE WITH US DRAGON SLAVER!” ONE OF 
THEM CALLED OUT AROUND 05 AND ТООК HIM 
BY THE SHOULDERS AND DRANK: THE OTHER ТО 
ALL THE. PROUD DRAGON SLAYERS. THIS 
CHEERED UP JOHN LAMBTON AND HE DRANK 
100 I DIDNT SLEEP ALL NIGHT AGAIN. I 
SEARCHED THE NIGHT SKY FOR A DRAGON. AND 
THEN I HEARD IT AND EVEN SAW IT. IN THE 
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DARKNESS BELOW THE MOUNTAIN TOPS I SAW 
SOME RUMBLING WITH SMALL EXPLOSIONS. AND I 
ALSO JUST NOW NOTICED THAT THE SOUNDS OF 
FUJAR, BASS PIPES ARE FIGHTING THE WIND 
OUTSIDE. I MOVED THE WINDOW FRAME AND 
WAS IMMEDIATELY HIT IN THE FACE BY ለ 
SNOWFLAKE ON THE TIP OF A WIND SLAP 
MIXED WITH А WIND INSTRUMENT. I STUCK MY 
HEAD OUT OF THE WINDOW EVEN MORE I 
REALIZED THAT THERE WAS А STAGGERING 
CHASM BELOW ME, AND I WAS TEETERING ON 
THE EDGE OF THE BAY WINDOW. I PREFERRED 
TO CLOSE THE WINDOW AGAIN AND LOOK AT 
THE STARS. BUT THIS TIME I DIDNT SEE THE 
DRAGON CONSTELLATION. THE NEXT MORNING, I 
HAD A STUDY WITH ST. GEORGE. - EVEN IN THE 
BIBLE ITSELF THREE NEGATIVE CHARACTERS 
APPEARED IT WAS SATAN, LILITH AND...» HE 
EXPECTED MY PROPER ANSWER, AFTER WHICH I 
JUST REMAINED SILENT. ~, AND A DRAGON, HE 
ANSWERED AFTER ME. - WELL, WE DIVIDE THE 
TYPES OF DRAGONS ACCORDING TO THE AREA 
WHERE THEY ARE FOUND ASIA IS DIVIDED INTO 
CHINA AND JAPAN. THEN THE DRAGONS OF THE 
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MIDDLE EAST AND THE FRONT OF ASIA, 
EUROPEAN DRAGONS, AMERICAN - NORTHERN, 
CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN. AFRICA AND 
OCEANIA, HE POINTED. TO THE WORLD MAP 
WITH A WAND -,AND NOW THE INDIVIDUAL 
SPECIES, HE MOVED THE TIP OF THE WAND TO 
THE VARIOUS TAPESTRIES MARKED BY WHICH 
TERRITORY THE DRAGON SPECIES DIFFER. "SAINT 
GEORGE, 1 ADDRESSED HIM BEFORE HE COULD 
CONTINUE. - WURM IS A LIMBLESS DRAGON?” | 
ASKED. 

HE SMILED - WELL YES! ITS A EUROPEAN TYPE 
OF DRAGON THAT DOESNT HAVE LIMBS, YES. 
WELL, YOU SEE, ITS POSSIBLE YOU WONT BE AS 
STUPID AS I THOUGHT AT HIRST.” - 1 HEARD 
YOU YOU THINK I AM JUST ለ MEMBER OF THE 
COUNTRY NOBILITY, BUT YOU ARE WRONG. MY 
FAMILY HAD MORE THAN А LATIFUNDIA. IT HAD 
CASTLES AND CHATEAUX. MY FATHER WAS AN 
ELECTOR, AND FOR HIS PREBENDS HE REACHED 
THE PAPAL CURIA ITSELF -,] HAD NO IDEA 
THAT YOU WOULD BE NOBILIS. YOURSELF WELL, 
GOOD. WE WILL CONTINUE” HE SAID TURNING 
HIS BACK TO МЕ - FURTHERMORE, WE HAVE 
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WINGLESS EARTH WURMS, WHICH ARE DIVIDED 
AS FOLLOWS: DESERT - YELLOW-BROWN WITH 
MEMBRANES BETWEEN THE FINGERS AND GIANT 
HORNS. THEY ARE SERPENTINE AND LIKE 70 
FIND THEIR LAIRS IN OLD TOMBS AND RUINS. 
FURTHERMORE, THE FOREST - SPOTTED 
PROTECTORS OF. THE FORESTS. WITH GREEN- 
BROWN SCALES AND AROUND THEIR NECKS THEY 
HAVE A RING THAT THEY EXPAND IN MOMENTS 
OF DANGER IN ORDER TO INTIMIDATE AND 
DRIVE AWAY THE ENEMY. THEN THE WURMS 
FROM THE HILLS, WHICH HAVE RED-BROWN 
COLORED SCALES AND HUGE PAWS WITH THREE 
TOES. THEY АКЕ KNOWN FOR THEIR STUPID 
NATURE AND TYRANNY TOWARDS WEAKER 
ANIMALS. ALSO, WURMS FROM THE JUNGLE, 
WHICH RESEMBLE LIZARDS WITH THEIR GREEN 
APPEARANCE WITH RED OR YELLOW SPOTS. 
THEY HAVE EMERALD EYES AND KNOW ONLY 
HATE” LET ME INTO THE LIBRARY, PLEASE 1 
INTERRUPTED HIM BEFORE HE COULD CONTINUE. 
-WHEN YOUR TIME COMES. THIS IS NOT JUST 
ANY LIBRARY. THERE ARE BOOKS THAT ONLY A 
PERSON WHO I$ SUFFICIENTLY MENTALLY 
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TRAINED CAN HANDLE, LE. READ» I REMAINED 
SILENT AT THIS AND SURRENDERED TO THE 
DRAGON SPECIES. SOMETHING STRANGE WAS 
FEASTING THAT EVENING. ELEGIES SOUNDED IN 
THE BANQUET HALL. MEAT OR NONE OF WHAT I 
HAVE EATEN 50 FAR. - THATS DRAGON MEAT 
BOY, JUST EAT IT. AFTER THAT, THE MUSCLES 
GROW!” SOME DRAGON SLAYER DRUNK ON MEAD 
WAS TALKING 10 ME. -,HEY, WHAT ABOUT 
POOR SIEGFRIED, HE COULD HAVE BEEN HERE 
WITH US." -IS SOMETHING WRONG? I ASKED. 
- ITS BEEN ለ LONG TIME, BOY. THERE WAS ለ 
NORSE DRAGON SLAYER, SIEGFRIED, WHO, 
THANKS TO A DWARF LEARNED ABOUT THE 
TREASURE THAT THE DRAGON THERE WAS 
GUARDING. WITH THE DWARFS EFFORTS, 
TOGETHER THEY OBTAINED A SWORD THAT. HE 
COULD USE 70 OVERPOWER THE DRAGON. AND 
ONLY IN THE ONE PLACE WHERE THE DRAGON 
HAS THE WEAKEST SCALY SKIN. - THE 
UNDERBELLY. THE DRAGON WAS BLUE AND 
FLASHED WITH LIGHTNING. HIS TREASURE HAD 
MANY GEMS THAT BOTH SIEGFRIED AND THE 
DWARF DESIRED 50 SIEGFRIED MANAGED TO 
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KILL THE DRAGON. 

НЕ CUT HIS HEART OUT OF HIS BODY AND ATE 
IT. HE THEN GAINED THE POWER OF Å DRAGON 
THROUGH HIM. HE UNDERSTOOD ANIMALS. WHEN 
THE DWARF FOUND OUT, HE GOT ANGRY WITH 
HIM. BUT SIEGFIRED WAS ALREADY AFFECTED BY 
THE DRAGONS POWER AND $0 HE KILLED THE 
DWARF WITHOUT MERCY. AFTER THAT, HE 
WANTED TO APPROPRIATE. THE ENTIRE 
TREASURE, BUT HE HAD NO IDEA THAT IT WAS 
CURSED. AND $0 SIEGFRIED ALSO BECAME ለ 
DRAGON» THAT PRETTY MUCH PUT OFF MY 
APPETITE. -,JUST EAT. ITS NOT BAD THAT HE 
ATE THE DRAGONS HEART. HE COULD HAVE 
BEEN VERY BENEFICIAL, BUT HE WAS FOOLED BY 
THE DRAGONS POWER AND FELL RIGHT INTO 
THE CLUTCHES OF THE CURSED TREASURE» -,50 
IS WEALTH BAD? IT'S ALMOST ALWAYS CURSED” 
WHISPERED THE MAN NEXT TO МЕ - AND NOW 
BOY, TELL THEM TO GIVE YOU A PIECE OF THAT 
DRAGONS ENTRAILS 50 THAT YOU ALSO KNOW 
HOW TO DEAL WITH THE DRAGONS POWER: 
THAT NIGHT, I WATCHED THE SKY EVEN THOUGH 
THE CONSTELLATION OF THE DRAGON WAS NO 
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LONGER THERE. BECAUSE OF THAT, I FELT THE 
SEEDS OF THE DRAGONS POWER INSIDE MYSELF . 
| LISTENED TO THE MOVEMENTS OF THE 
RAFTERS AND RAFTERS UNDER THE LOUD 
IMPRESSION OF THE WIND, WHICH SHOUTED TO 
ME LIKE WIGLAF HIMSELE THE NEXT DAY WE 
HAD TRAINING WITH LANCELOT. - ALFRED, 
HERES YOUR BOW AND ARROWS. HIT THAT 
TREE OVER THERE, HE SHOWED ME WHAT. HE 
MEANT. MY THE MISSILE FOUND ITS TARGET.- OK 
AND NOW TRY THE CONE AT THE TOP 1 
AIMED AND THE ARROW GOT STUCK IN THE 
TREE A LITTLE UNDER THE PINE CONES. -,IRY 
ALITTLE HIGHER,” HE ADVISED. BUT SOMETHING 
HAIRY CLIMBED UP THE BRANCH OF THE TREE 
UNDER THE PINE CONES. - OR YOU KNOW WHAT, 
HIT. THE DORMOUSE "I WONT SHOOT THAT 
RODENT,” I SAID AND LOWERED MY BOW. - HE 
HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH IL. -YOU YOUNG 
PEOPLE TODAY. THAT DRAGON WILL BE ANGRY 
WITH YOU" - TIME WILL TELL, I SAID AND 
THEN I FELL SILENT AGAIN. HE LOOKED 
CONFUSED, BUT 1 KNOW HE FELT THE WORK OF 
MY POETS CUT IN THE ANSWER.- IF YOU ARE 
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THE SAME DRAGON SLAYER AS THE POET, THEN 
ALL THE HONOR IS RIGHTFULLY YOURS.” AT 
LAST IT WAS TIME FOR DINNER AND I WENT 
TO THE BANQUET HALL WITH ВЕК - BOY, THE 
MAIN THING IS THAT YOU DONT EVER THINK 
OF TAMING A DRAGON, UNLESS YOU WOULD 
THEN AT LEAST BE ABLE TO TAME AND TRAIN 
IT. BECAUSE THATS HOW LITTLE MAUD ONCE 
DECIDED TO TAKE LITTLE DRAGON TO THE 
HOUSE. 

OF COURSE, OVER TIME, THE HIDEOUS WYVERN 
SLED GREW OUT OF IT AND DESTROYED AND 
DESTROYED EVERYTHING IT SET OUT TO DO. 
WELL, THERE WAS NOTHING LEFT BUT TO KILL 
THE SLED. ONE BRAVE DEATH ROW INMATE 
DECIDES TO REDEEM HIMSELF BY KILLING A 
WYVERN. 50 THEY PUT HIM IN A BARREL WITH 
WEAPONS, LIKE A BAMBITTE AND A SABER. THE 
BARREL WAS CHAINED WITH. CANINES AND 
TRONS. THEY THEN PLACED IT SOMEWHERE THEY 
KNEW THE WYVERN WOULD 00 THE MAN 
INSIDE, GARSTAN, CUT HIS HAND TO LURE HER 
IN AND IT WORKED SHE WAS THERE SHE 
WRAPPED HER TAIL AROUND THE BARREL AND 
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IMPALED HERSELF ON HER CANINES. SHE 
SCREAMED IN PAIN AND BECAUSE THE WYVERN 
HAS . . » „IT HAS TWO HIND LEGS AND WINGS 
AS FORELIMBS» - САҒАТ! SO THAT SHE WANTED 
TO BITE INTO TRE BARREL AND STUCK HERSELF 
IN THE MUSHROOM, BUT SHE DAMAGED THE 
BARREL. (АҚСТАН COULD CLEARLY SEE HER 
TEETH AND SMELL HER FOUL, POISONOUS 
STENCH CONSUMING HIM AND TO MAKE 
MATTERS WORSE THE WYVERN TOOK OFF AS 
SHE FELT THREATENED THATS WHEN GARSTAN 
GOT SCARED, BECAUSE THE SLED WAS INJURED 
AND PINNED TO THE BARREL, $0 IT DIDNT FLY 
WELL SO GARSTAN AIMED HIS BAMBITO АТ HER 
EYE AND HIT MER. THE SLED IMMEDIATELY 
BEGAN FLYING UNCOORDINATED AND CRASHING 
INTO BUILDINGS. FINALLY, SHE FELL JUST 
OUTSIDE THE CITY. THE BARREL BROKE AND 
GARSTAN JUMPED OUT OF IT, ALREADY READY 
WITH A SABER. HE SLASHED, AT HER 
EVERYWHERE HE COULD BUT IN THOSE SECONDS, 
HE FORGOT ABOUT HER POISONOUS FUMES AND 
$0 HE FELL TO THE GROUND, POISONED. 
DRAGONS ARE ONLY HARMFUL, BUT THIS 
291 


LEGEND ALSO HAS ANOTHER POINT. AND HERE, 
EVEN ለ PETTY CRIMINAL AND MURDERER CAN 
BECOME ለ RECOGNIZED DRAGON SLAYER. NOW 
TRY TO GUESS MY NAME, _ SAID THE MAN. 
- GARSTAN, I ANSWERED CALMLY. THE MAN 
STARTED TO LAUGH OUT LOUD. - YOU HAVE AN 
OBSERVATION, THATS GOOD YOU. KNOW WHO 
ALSO DIED FROM DRAGON FUMES? - WHO? 
- THOR” - WHAT? THOR? LIKE THAT THOR?” I 
WONDERED. GARSTAN JUST NODDED. - WHAT IS 
THAT. YOU CAN BE A GOD OR A CRIMINAL IN 
LIFE, BUT WHEN YOURE ALSO A DRAGON 
SLAYER, YOURE CHOSEN BY THE UNIVERSE FOR 
Ay DIFFERENT PLACE THAN ORDINARY MORTALS 
GO. DRAGON SLAYERS HAVE THEIR OWN PLACE» 
- WAIT, SO THERE I$ THOR HERE SOMEWHERE 
AMONG US?» - YEAH. RIGHT OVER THERE HE 
POINTED HIS FINGER AT THE NURSING- PIGLET. 
THERE 5700) AN EXUBERANT -FIGURE WITH 
LONG BLOND HAIR. I APPROACHED HIM. -, ARE 
YOU THOR?” 

"YES, DID YOU RECOGNIZE ME? -,WHAT WAS 
THE NAME OF THE DRAGON YOU DEFEATED? | 
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ASKED HIM FURTHER INSTEAD OF MY ANSWER. 
-,JORMUNGANDER. IT WAS А WURM, WRAPPED 
AROUND THE ENTIRE EARTH ALONG THE 
BOTTOM OF THE. OCEANS AND BIT INTO ITS 
OWN TAIL . I HAVE FOUGHT HER COUNTLESS 
TIMES AND I KNEW SHE WOULD BE MY FATEFUL 
CHALLENGE” HE SAID AND THEN CUT OFF A 
PIECE OF ROAST PIGLET WITH HIS SWORD AND 
ATE IT. I RETIRED TO MY CHAMBER WHERE I 
MEDITATED UNDER THE NICHT SKY. FOR THE 
SECOND WEEK IN A ROW TRAINING WITH 
WIGLAF AGAIN IN THE MORNING. -, DO YOU 
KNOW THAT THE SIZE OF A DRAGON 
CORRESPONDS TO THE PROWESS OF A DRAGON 
SLAYER? HE SPOKE TO ME AS I SLURRED. I 
COULD NOT SPEAK OR ANSWER, $0 [ REMAINED 
SILENT. SO I ASKED HIM WHILE SQUATTING. 
„AD IF BEOWULF KILLED GRENDEL, IS HE A 
TROLLSLAYER? WIGLAF SLEEP - DO IT OR I WILL 
BE THE DRAGON SLAYER-SLAYER” 

IN THE EVENING, AS ALWAYS, I WENT TO THE 
BANQUET HALL I TOOK AS MUCH AS I COULD. 
- OF COURSE I AM. I FOUGHT THE 
CARTHAGINIAN SERPENT DRAGON BY THE RIVER 
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BAGRADA, WHICH IT INHABITED. IT WAS 
SPECTACULAR, WE HAD TO USE А CATAPULT ON 
IT. WE KEPT HIS SKIN IN ONE OF OUR 
TEMPLES” I LISTENED. AGAIN. TO WHAT THE 
EXPERIENCED DRAGON SLAYERS HAD TO SAY. 
THIS TIME IT WAS REGULUS WHO SPOKE. - THAT 
CREATURE WAS OVER THIRTY-SEVEN METERS! 50 
WE USED CATAPULTS ON GAMES. HAHA! HE 
HAPPILY REMEMBERED THE WARLORD IN ROMAN 
ARMOR. THE OTHERS FROM HIS UNIT ALSO 
REJOICED WITH HIM. - YOU HEAR IT, DRAGONS 
CAN BE KILLED IN DIFFERENT WAYS, LANCELOT 
SAT DOWN NEXT TO ME. -,| HAVE BROUGHT YOU 
Ay MAN WHO COULD BE OF USE TO YOU IN THE 
DRAGON SLAYING SELECTION,” HE SHOWED ME 
THE MAN. I STOOD UP AND GAVE HIM MY HAND. 
“MY NAME IS ALFRED” I INTRODUCED MYSELF 
“PERSEUS,” HE SAID MY KNEES ALMOST GAVE 
ОЛ. I HAD TO SIT DOWN AGAIN. LANCELOT 
WAS SMILING AND SAID SOMETHING ABOUT 
COMING RIGHT AWAY. PERSEUS THEN SAT DOWN 
NEXT TO ME - ARE YOU A DEMIGOD? I ASKED. 
“YES, HE ANSWERED “TITAN SLAYER AND 
DRAGON SLAYER, THATS ME, HE ADDED - YOU 
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KNOW, WHEN I WAS ON MY WAY TO KILL THE 
KRAKEN USING THE HEAD OF A MEDUSA, А 
GORGON, I RAN INTO A SLEEPY GIRL NAMED 
ANDROMEDA ON THE WAY. 

"LIKE A CONSTELLATION,” I SAID - YES, IT IS 
NAMED AFTER HER. AND HERE HE WAS TO BE 
EATEN BY THE SEA WURM KETUS. HE WAS 
HIDEOUS. LUCKILY I WAS ON МҮ MYTHIC 
PEGASUS AND USED THE GORGON HEAD ТО 
PETRIFY HIM, THEN I WAS ABLE TO GET CLOSE 
ENOUGH TO SLASH THE DRAGON A FEW TIMES 
UNDER THE SCALES ON HIS CHEST WHERE HIS 
HEART IS. HE THEN CRUMBLED TO DUST. IN 
DOING $O, I SAVED. HER AND АТ THE SAME TIME 
BECAME A DRAGON SLAYER AS WELL» - CREAT, 
BUT YOURE MOSTLY KNOWN FOR TAKING DOWN 
THE KRAKEN, SO YOURE А TITAN-SLAYER.. DO 
TITAN-SLAYERS ALSO HAVE THEIR OWN 
REFUGE?» I ASKED - THERE ARE CERTAINLY 
MANY PLACES WHERE THEY WOULD LIKE 70 SEE 
ME AND HOST ME, BUT THIS IS MY BASE. AS 
100 CAN SEE, THERE ARE A LOT OF DRAGON 
SLAYERS AND THEY STICK TOGETHER. HOWEVER, 
I ለዘ ONLY A TITAN-SLAYER AND I LIKE 
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CHEERFUL COMPANY" LANCELOT HAS ALREADY 
RETURNED. SORRY, PERSEUS THEY WANT YOU 
THERE HE SAID. - WELL, THERES NOTHING YOU 
CAN DO ABOUT IT. $0 BE YOUNG AND DONT BE 
AFRAID OF ANYTHING!” THE DEMIGOD MOVED 
AWAY. -,$0 DID PERSEUS AT LEAST GIVE YOU 
SOME ADVICE? I NODDED LITTLE DID I KNOW 
THEN THAT HE HAD TAUCHT ME THE MOST 
PRICELESS LESSON. THAT NIGHT I WAS LOOKING 
AT THE ANDROMEDA CONSTELLATION. IT WAS AS 
BEAUTIFUL AS THE FABULOUS GIRL HERSELF THE 
NEXT DAY, I WAS WAITING FOR ANOTHER 
LESSON WITH ST. GEORGE. HE WAS SHOWING МЕ 
MORE TAPESTRIES- AGAIN WITH HIS STICK. THIS 
TIME PARTS OF THE DRAGONS HEAD WHERE ITS 
POISON GLANDS, TEETH AND THE WHOLE 
STRUCTURE OF THE SKULL ARE. HE THEN TOOK 
APART THE DRAGON SKIN. ITS LAYERS AND 
PARTS AND SPECIES. - DRAGON SCALES CANNOT 
BE ШАТ BY ANY MAN-MADE BLADE, BUT IF YOU 
GET CLOSE ENOUGH OR HAVE A GOOD SHOT, 
YOU MAY MANAGE TO HIT IT BETWEEN OR 
UNDER THE SCALES. ANOTHER POSSIBILITY IS 
THAT SOME DRAGONS HAVE А WEAK SPOT IN 
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THE UNDERBELLY AREA, 50 YOU CAN TRY IT 
THROUGH THERE» HE WENT ON FOR HOURS. НЕ 
JUST KEPT TALKING. - WHEN WILL I BE ABLE 
TO GO TO THE. LIBRARY? -,EAGER STUDENT, 
LIKE BEFORE THE FIRST LOVE, HUH? HE 
SMIRKED “YOUD RATHER HAVE AN ABBESS BY 
YOUR SIDE, I COULDNT HELP MYSELF -,1S5, YOU 
WOULD DRIVE SOME MATRON TO MY BODY, YES, 
YOU!” ST. GEORGE SPREAD OUT. OKAY, HE SAID 
AFTER ለ SLIGHT PAUSE AND BEGAN- DISCUSS 
THINGS AROUND HIM. - HERE ARE YOUR KEYS 
AND IM CURIOUS, WHAT YOU WILL FIND THERE, 
YOU DRAGON SLAYER POET I TOOK THE 
WHOLE BUNDLE AND TRIED ONE KEY AT A TIME 
UNTIL ONE OF THEM FIT INSIDE. | TURNED IT 
AND OPENED THE DOOR TO THE VAST LIBRARY. 
- SAINT ROMAN IS WATCHING -OVER НЕК, 50 
DONT SCARE HIM,” I HEARD FROM BEHIND ME. I 
WALKED IN CAREFULLY AND LOOKED AROUND 
AT THE SHELVES FULL OF BOOKS. BETWEEN 
THEM STOOD THE FIGURE OF THE ARCHBISHOP. 
- ARE YOU SAINT ROMAN? = YES, HE ANSWERED 
ME. -,AND YOU ARE ALSO A DRAGON SLAYER?» 
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I ASKED BLUNTLY. -,bY ALL SAINTS, SURELY I 
AM. EVERYONE HERE IS A DRAGON SLAYER. 
ONCE UPON A TIME IN NORMANDY, OUR CITY 
WAS PLAGUED BY AN EVIL WATER-SPEWING 
DRAGON. HE BURNED SEVERAL VILLAGES AROUND 
MY CITY. I SET OUT WITH THE WHOLE 
EXPEDITION 70 DESTROY THE MONSTER. IT 
DUMPED GALLONS OF WATER ON US AND MANY 
OF US WERE BLOWN AWAY BY THE CURRENT. 
BUT I DIDNT GIVE UP J SNAPPED MY FINGERS 
AGAINST THE DRAGON, FORMING THE MOST 
HOLY SYMBOL THE DRAGON REACTED Т0 THIS 
BY FALLING INTO A SWOON, AND THE REST OF 
US TIED HIM UP AND DRAGGED HIM FURTHER 
TO THE PEOPLE THEY RAN AT HIM AND 
FINISHED HIM OFF THEMSELVES. IN THE END, 
THEY BURNED HIM. - THEN WHY ARENT THOSE 
PEOPLE HERE IF THEY KILLED HIM? J ASKED. 
- BECAUSE THEY DID IT OUT OF CODS WILL AND 
| WAS THEIR CLOSEST REPRESENTATIVE OR 
MEDIATOR BETWEEN THEM AND GOD” -JT 
MAKES SENSE TO ME NOW THEY WORKED HARD 
AND IN THE END YOU ARE HERE INSTEAD OF 
THEM” SAINT ROMAN LAUGHED AT ME. - WHAT 
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ARE YOU LOOKING AT, YOUNG MAN" „ DO 
NOT KNOW MYSELE CAN I HAVE A LOOK 
AROUND HERE? -,SURE, SURE JUST TELL ME 
BEFORE YOU PICK. UP ONE OF THE BOOKS. YOU 
NEVER KNOW WHAT SECRETS OR UNWANTED 
KNOWLEDGE MAY BE HIDDEN IN IT. NOT ALL OF 
THEM ARE GOOD," HE SAID I NODDED AND 
SLOWLY STEPPED BETWEEN THE SHELVES, 
LOOKING EACH SIDE RIGHT AND LEFT ALONG. I 
PAID ATTENTION TO EVERY BOOK SPINE, EVERY 
HINGE, DOOR FRAME LIKE THAT, THE FIRST 
TWO SHELVES, THEN ANOTHER AND ANOTHER 
UNTIL SOMETHING FELL TO THE GROUND BEHIND 
MY STEPS. IT WAS ለ RED LEATHER BOUND 
BOOK. I TOOK IT IN MY HANDS, AND THAT 
MORNING I SAW THE LIBRARIAN ST. ROMAN 
PEEPING FROM BEHIND THE CORNER OF THE 
BOOKCASE. WITH FINGERS BEARING A SEAL 
SIMILAR TO THE FISHING RING OF THE POPE 
HIMSELE HE CLUNG 70 ONE OF THE SHELVES. 

$0 J DIDNT LOOK AT THE BOOK MUCH AND 
PUT IT BACK IN ITS PLACE I WENT DOWN THE 
NEXT CORRIDOR BETWEEN THE BOOKSHELVES BY 
MYSELF I WAS WALKING THROUGH IT FROM 
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WHERE I HAD LEFT OFF BEFORE. FIRST STEP I 
SCAN THE NEAREST BOOKS ON THE RIGHT. 
SECOND STEP, I DO THE SAME WITH THE BOOKS 
ON THE LEFT AND SUDDENLY THE SOUND AGAIN. 
| PEEKED THROUGH THE SHELF INTO THE AISLE 
| CAME BACK FROM. THE SAME BOOK THAT I 
WAS RETURNING FELL OUT AGAIN. AT FIRST I 
THOUGHT IT WAS THE LIBRARIAN, BUT HE WAS 
BACK IN HIS USUAL PLACE. I WENT TO GET HER 
AND CARRIED HER IN MY ARMS TO THE 
ARCHBISHOP. “I WOULD LIKE TO BORROW THIS 
BOOK, I TOLD ШМ HE TOOK HER AND 
EXAMINED HER SIDES. - THATS RIGHT,” HE 
EXCITEDLY FIXED. HIS «GALE ON MINE. - THIS 
BOOK IS NOT JUST FOR A YOUNG PERSON. 
FOLLOW ME, HE SAID AND WENT OUT TO MEET 
SAINT GEORGE. HE PLACED IT ON THE TABLE IN 
FRONT OF HIM. EVEN SAINT GEORGE WAS 
HORRIFIED BY THE SIGHT. - DIDNT I TELL YOU 
NOT TO TOUCH ANYTHING? HE FIXED HIS GAZE 
ON ME, IN WHICH THE SEEDS OF ANGER 
GLISTENED. I WAS SILENT. THERE WAS SILENCE 
FOR А WHILE AFTER THAT, SAINT ROMAN 
TURNED TO ME AND SAID: "YOU ARE FREE FOR 
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TODAY, AND BEGAN TO GOSSIP WITH THE 
OTHER SAINT. 50 T FOUND REST IN THE 
BANQUET HALL THIS TIME THERE WERE FEW 
PEOPLE. JUST A COUPLE: МЕ AND SOME MAN BY 
THE FIRE OVER WHICH THE PIC WAS ROASTING. 
1 APPROACHED SILENTLY AND WAITED FOR THE 
PERSON IN QUESTION TO NOTICE ME. - HELLO 
[М A CERTAIN MOORE FROM WALDTA.” 
- ALFRED.” -,WHERE ARE. YOU FROM?” 
n ከ "d STOPPED IT FINALLY DAWNED ON 
ME THAT I DONT KNOW MY ORIGINS. I 
COULDNT REMEMBER WHERE | CAME FROM. 
- HAHA, MATE. EVERYONE IS HERE FROM 
SOMEWHERE. MAN, THIS PLACE IS DENSE, THERE 
ARE PEOPLE HERE AND YOU SERIOUSLY DONT 
KNOW WHERE THEYRE FROM AND YOU 
NORMALLY DONT UNDERSTAND А WORD THEY 
SAY, BUT ONCE THE DRAGON MEAT COMES, 
ANYTHING GOES. HA-HA. "WHAT DRAGON DID 
YOU KILL? - WHITE IT WASNT VERY BIG, BUT 
IT WAS ENOUGH FOR ME. HE HAD ICY BREATH 
THAT WAS FREEZING. I KNEW WHAT DRAGONS 
THEY WERE. I HAD TO REALLY PREPARE FOR 
IT. - AND HOW?» - 1 COT SOME ARMOR WITH 
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SPIKES, AND THE NIGHT BEFORE I PUT IT ON IN 
THE MORNING, А GIRL WITH DARK HAIR HAD 
TO ANOINT ME WITH ለ SPECIAL OINTMENT. 
THEN IN THE MORNING. SHE. ALSO HELPED ME 
INTO MY ARMOR.” DID YOU MAKE LOVE TO 
HEN? -, PHEW! BOY, ANSWER FOR YOURSELF” 

THERE WAS А MOMENT OF SILENCE. - THEY SAY 
THAT MAKING LOVE THE DAY BEFORE Å FIGHT 
BRINGS BAD LUCK BECAUSE IT EXHAUSTS YOU. 
YOU DONT HAVE THAT MUCH STRENGTH IN 
YOUR LEGS, BUT ILL TELL YOU YES, | MADE 
LOVE TO HER AND STILL DID IT. THANKS TO 
THE ARMOR HE DIDNT DO ANYTHING TO МЕ 
AND I GOT CLOSE: ENOUGH FOR НІМ TO MATCH. 
HE WAS AS TALL AS ME WITH HIS NECK 
OUTSTRETCHED. I STRUCK AT HIM WITH MY 
SWORD, BUT HE WAS TERRIBLY HARD AS IF HE 
HAD A CARAPACE MADE OF SCALES. $0 I HIT 
HIM IN THE BACK OF THE HEAD WITH THE 
BLUNT SIDE OF THE SWORD UNDER MY HAND 
AND HE STARTED TO SQUIRM WEIRDLY. HE HAD 
HORNS AND HORNS LIKE THEY GROW OUT OF 
THEIR BONES, SO I WAS AFRAID HE WAS GOING 
TO ATTACK ME, BUT HE TOOK OFF AND FLEW 
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KIND OF CRAZY AND THEN FELL DOWN. HE 
RUSHED AT ME. I TRIED TO RUN BUT . IT 
DIDNT WORK. THAT ARMOR WAS TOO HEAVY. 
WELL, MAYBE IT. WILL. ALSO BE THE LOVE 
MAKING THE NIGHT BEFORE. YOU ARE A SMART 
BOY” - WALT, SO HOW DID IT TURN QUT? -, 
PHEW! WELL, HOW ABOUT WHEN ІМ STANDING 
HERE IN FRONT OF YOU NOW POORLY! HE FELL 
DIRECTLY ON MY HEAD AND WE BOTH DIED I 
WANTED TO LAUGH, BUT T COULDNT. MY 
MUSCLES WERE STILL SORE FROM YESTERDAY'S 
TRAINING. -,$0 WHAT 15 THE LESSON OF THIS 
YOUNG MAN? - APPLY THE OINTMENT THE 
NIGHT BEFORE, DEPENDING ON WHAT TYRE OF 
DRAGON WE ARE GOING FOR.” - WELL THAT 
TOO, BUT THE MAIN THING IS THAT DRAGON 
SLAYERS LOVE EACH OTHER ALL THE TIME. IN 
THEIR FREE TIME AND WHEN THEY HAVE Т0 
GOON A DRAGON HUNT, TO POSSIBLE DEATH, 
THEY SHOULD STOP AND GATHER SOME 
STRENGTH.” - OKAY, BUT IT DOESNT MATTER 
HERE ANYWAY.” - LOOK, THATS A FACT, YOU 
SHOULD FIND OUT WHAT ITS LIKE WITH WOMEN 
HERE, NOW THAT IM IN THAT PARADISE FOR 
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DRAGON SLAYERS. MORE PEOPLE HAVE ALREADY 
ENTERED THE ROOM. SLOWLY, IT STARTED TO 
FILL UP HERE, AND THE MEAT ON THE ӨМТ, ON 
THE OTHER HAND DWINDLED. - WELL, ITS ለ 
PITY THAT SAINT MURROUGH IS NOT HERE 
WITH US. HAVE YOU HEARD OF HIM?» ONE OF 
THE DRAGON SLAYERS ASKED WHILE CUTTING 
MEAT FROM THE GRILLED PORK. - I WAS 
SILENT." - МО, SOMEONE ELSE INTERRUPTED. 
- SAINT MURROUCH WAS AN IRISH MAN. HE 
DIDNT KILL THE DRAGON THOUGH. HE ONLY 
TRAPPED HIM IN THE DEPTHS АТ THE BOTTOM 
OF LOUGH FOYLE. THAT DRAGON NAMED PAISTE 
HAD RAMS HORNS” - AND WHAT DID HE PIN 
HIM THERE WITH? - DY PRAYER.” - JUST BY 
PRAYING? -,YES. „HE COULD HAVE TORN IT, 
THAT SNAKE +- YES, HE COULD HAVE DONE 
THAT AND HE DIDNT. AND THATS WHY HES 
NOT HERE WITH US. THATS WHEN ST GEORGE 
AND ST. ROMAN APPEARED IN THE ROOM.” 
- LETS MAKE A FIRE TODAY, WELL SEE WHAT 
THEY TELL US HE SAID 

AFTER DINNER, EVERYONE MOVED TO ONE MORE 
AREA BY STAIRS OUT AND DOWN INTO THE 
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ADJACENT VALLEY AT THE FOOT OF THE 
MOUNTAIN, WHERE. А LARGE FIRE PIT WAS 
PREPARED WITH TRIBAL BENCHES AROUND IT. 
THE DRAGON SLAYERS. LIT. THE PREPARED 
CAMPFIRE WITH TORCHES AND IT WAS ABLAZE 
IN MINUTES. THE ENTIRE CONVENTION OF 
DWELLINGS LOOKED INTO THE FIRE AS IF IT 
WERE SOME KIND OF ORACLE FOR THEM. THE 
FLAMES RAISED THEM SEVERAL METERS ABOVE 
THE MEN AROUND THEM. AT THAT MOMENT, 
THE ASH BENEATH HIM BEGAN TO SINK AND A 
HAND WITH LONG FINGERS CREW OUT OF IT. 
SHE CLAWED HER WAY OUT OF THE HOT ASHES. 
WAS IT A GIRL? THE FIGURE, HAD LONG HAIR 
AND WAS DRESSED IN THE COLORFUL FEATHERS 
OF BIRDS OF UNKNOWN ORIGIN. A MAN SPOKE 
Т0 HER FROM AFAR, WHO WAS PROBABLY THE 
CLOSEST TO HER IMAGE - WELCOME TO THE 
REFUGE” HE SPOKE TO HER IN AN UNKNOWN 
LANGUAGE, BUT I UNDERSTOOD HER THANKS TO 
THE DRAGON MEAT. -WHO YOU ARE" THE GIRL 
ASKED. -„МҮ NAME IS YEYARA - NO - HEIDA 
AND I WILL BE YOUR MASTER HERE. WHAT IS 
YOUR NAME” “DARAGONCARA, SHE REPLIED 
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-GOOD DARAGONGAR, ME AND HERE WEE SAN 
AND INDRA WILL NOW TAKE YOU TO YOUR 
CHAMBERS.” YEYARA - NO - HEIDA SAID AND 
THE FOUR, WITH THE NEWCOMER IN THE 
MIDDLE, MADE THEIR WAY TO THE LARGE 
DWELLING. NOW APPROACH, YOUNG MAN, SAID 
А VOICE FROM THE FIRE. NOW THE REST OF 
THE PEOPLE ALSO MADE THEIR WAY BACK INTO 
THE BUILDING. HERE I ALSO RETIRED TO MY 
CHAMBER AND WATCHED THE NIGHT SKY АП 
NIGHT UNTIL THE MORNING DAWN, AS USUAL 
EVERY NIGHT. THE SKY WAS STRANGE THAT 
NIGHT. I SAW ለ SWARM OF METEORITES FALLING 
ACROSS THE SKY.-IN THE MORNING, TRAINING 
WITH LANCELOT AWAITED ME - HOW WOULD 
YOU LIKE TO KILL A DRAGON?” HE ASKED WITH 
UNDISGUISED INTEREST. I WAS. SILENT FOR A 
MOMENT AND THOUGHT. -፲፲ DEPENDS WHAT 
TYPE OF DRAGON IT WOULD ВЕ” -.IT DOESNT 
MATTER NOW, MAYBE YOU WONT KNOW WHAT 
THE DRAGON WILL LOOK LIKE UNTIL THE LAST 
MOMENT.” -,IN THAT CASE I WOULD NEED ለ 
LOT OF LIGHT THIN SWORDS» - WHY” -I 
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WOULD LIKE TO DO IT LIKE PERSEUS. DONT 
YOU HAVE ANY MAGICAL, GADGETS? - WHAT 
DOESNT HAVE YOU! THATS HOW THEYD TAKE 
YOU FOR A FRAUD IF YOU LET THAT DRAGON 
PETRIFY. THAT WOULD BE NO FIGHT. PERSEUS IS 
LUCKY TO HAVE ENCOUNTERED THE DRAGON 
THEN. IF HE HADNT, HE CERTAINLY WOULDN'T 
BE WITH US TODAY. FIGHTING A DRAGON IS AN 
HONOR. DONT FORGET THAT BOY.” - IN THAT 
CASE ILL HAVE TO DO IT MY WAY. IT WILL BE 
LIKE GIVING HIM ACUPUNCTURE. I WILL LEAVE 
THAT SWORD IN IT; AND ON THE CONTRARY, I 
WILL ADD ANOTHER ONE WHICH | WILL ALSO 
LEAVE IN IT, AND I WILL ADD MORE” 

- OH AND WHY? - BECAUSE GETTING TOO CLOSE 
I$ DANGEROUS, AND BESIDES, I HAVE TO HIT THE 
DRAGON EITHER. UNDER THE SCALES OR IN THE 
UNDERBELLY.” - OR? -,OR FROM THE INSIDE. BUT 
THAT DEPENDS ON THE SIZE OF THE DRAGON. IF 
[ LEAVE THE GUN IN HIM, ITS MORE LIKELY TO 
HURT HIM EVEN MORE IF HE WANTS TO MOVE 
AFTER ME” - THATS QUITE INGENIOUS. OKAY, 
HERES A SELECTION OF DIFFERENT WEAPONS. 
CHOOSE THE TYPE OF SWORD THAT WILL SUIT 
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YOU FOR TRAINING.” I DID $0 AND SPENT THE 
WHOLE DAY LEARNING TO STICK AS MANY 
SWORDS AS POSSIBLE INTO THE CENTER OF THE 
PRACTICE DUMMY. ITS А SHAME YOU DONT 
HAVE A TRAINING DRAGON HERE,” I SAID AT 
DINNER. IT MADE THE MEN AROUND ME LAUGH. 
- ALFRED I WOULD LIKE TO INTRODUCE YOU TO 
SOMEONE. THIS 15 MARDUK, THE SUPREME 
SUMERIAN-AKKADIAN GOD OF THE CHALDEAN 
EMPIRE. PATRON SAINT OF BABYLONIA”- HELLO 
YOUNG MAN, 1 WOULD LIKE TO TELL YOU MY 
STORY OF TAMING THE DRAGON. I FOUCHT 
AGAINST THE OCEAN GODDESS TIAMAT HERSELF. 
Ay GIANT DRAGON WITH SEVEN HEADS. EACH 
WITH A DIFFERENT COLOR. BUT I HAD TO DO 
IT SUBTLY. WAIT FOR THE SITUATION TO TURN 
IN MY FAVOR. THE DAY THE HURRICANE ШТ 
THE LAND T TOOK MY BOW AND ARROWS AND 
STOOD BEHIND» HIM. THE GODDESS TIAMAT 
OPENED HER MOUTH AND WANTED TO SWALLOW 
THE HURRICANE SO THAT IT WOULD NOT 
ANNOY HER, AND АТ THAT MOMENT I SHOT 
SEVEN OF MY ARROWS AT ONCE INTO ITS 
MAWS. -, AND THAT KILLED HER? 
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- EXACTLY. - ENCHANTING. GOD MARDUK WAS 
SILENT WITH ለ SMILE- I EVEN HAVE MY OWN 
DRAGON - MUSHCHUSHSHA, IN TRANSLATION IT 
MEANS FIERCE SNAKE. IT HAS THE BODY OF ለ 
SNAKE, THE FRONT LEGS OF A LION AND THE 
BACK OF AN EAGLE” -,AND WHERE DO YOU 
HAVE ID T ASKED-, “HES OUTSIDE OF THIS 
REALM. I COULD SIMPLY SUMMON HIM IF I 
WANTED TO I HAVE VARIOUS ABILITIES FOR A 
YOUNG MAN, FROM CASTING SPELLS TO HEALING 
AND BESTOWING LIGHT TO DETERMINING FATE,” 
HE POINTED HIS WISE APPARITION АТ ME] 
CAN HAVE A QUESTION? WHAT FATE WOULD YOU 
ASSIGN ME" HE LAUGHED IN ለ FRIENDLY WAY. 
“YOU BOY, HAVE YOUR DESTINY IN THE STARS.” 
THAT NIGHT I FELT AGAIN THE END OF 
ANOTHER THREE-DAY WEEK. EVEN THE STARS IN 
THE SKY SAID SO I WILL TRAIN AGAIN WITH 
WIGLAF BEOWULFS NEPHEW AND ABOVE ALL I 
FELT AN INCREDIBLY STRONG DETERMINATION 
FOR ANY DIFFICULT CHALLENGE. 

AGAIN, I COULDNT TURN A BLIND EYE TO IT. 
IN THE MORNING 1 WENT TO THE TRAINING 
GROUND EARLIER TO SEE IF MY MASTER WOULD 
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BE THERE. HE WASNT. THIS TIME I OVERTOOK 
HIM. I FELT THIS WEEK WAS MINE. - WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING HERE 50 SOON? - WHY 100 50 
LATE? HE LAUGHED = LETS START RIGHT AWAY 
HAVE A TWENTY! BEFORE I EVEN STARTED TO 
FINISH THE HANDLES, HE GAVE ME ASSIGNMENTS 
FOR THE NEXT CLASS AND GOT HIMSELF A 
SMALL BOTTLE OF MEAD. HE JUST SAT IN 
SILENCE AND DRANK. HE LOOKED STRAIGHT. AT 
THE ROCKS AND OCCASIONALLY FELL ASLEEP 
AND GRUNTED IN HIS SLEEP I PRACTICED MINE 
AND LEFT HIM THERE SLEEPING ON THE TREE 
TRUNKS AS THE SUN WENT DOWN AND WENT 
10 THE BANQUET HALL MYSELF TO HAVE 
DINNER. | FELT A SORT OF CALM BEFORE THE 
STORM. A DARK-SKINNED MAN STOOD BY THE 
FIRE. IT TOOK A LONG TIME FOR THE MAN TO 
CUT THE PIG. HE COULDNT HIT THE MEAT. -, D 
YOU: WANT TO HELP WITH THAT?” I ASKED: - 
CAN STILL CUT A Ме HE TURNED HIS GAZE 
ON ME, WHICH WAS LOST IN SIGHT. $0 I WAITED 
A LONG TIME BEFORE MY TURN, BUT IT WAS 
WORTH IT. -,DID YOU LOSE YOUR SICHT IN A 
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FIGHT WITH A DRAGON?» I ASKED HIM. - YES, 
THE SAME WITH FIFTEEN HORSES AND MEN. 
THAT SUMERIAN WURM GANDAVERA WAS А 
NASTY CANNIBAL, BUT | FINALLY GOT HIM AT 
THE COST OF MY SIGHT” -YOURE OUT OF 
PRACTICE KERESAPO,” SOMEONE SUDDENLY 
PATTED HIM ON THE BACK, SOME OTHER 
DRAGON SLAYER. AFTER DINNER I WENT TO MY 
ROOM TO GET READY FOR THE NEXT DAY. THAT 
NIGHT THE SKY WARMED MY SOUL. THE MOON 
WAS IN THE WAXING FULL MOON AND THUS 
SHOWED WITH ITS HEAT THE ENTIRE HILLY 
LANDSCAPE WITH THE FOOTHILLS AND THE 
ROCKS. IN THE MORNING I HAD A LESSON WITH 
ST. GEORGE, WHO WAS VERY FROWNING. - YOUNG 
MAN, THE BOOK YOU CHOSE IS VERY DANGEROUS 
IN THE WRONG HANDS. IT IS THE BIBLE OF THE 
DRAGON GODDESS TIAMAT НЕКЕГЕ” - MARDUK 
KILLED HER, I SPOKE WITH HIM THE DAY 
BEFORE YESTERDAY.” SAINT GEORGE NARROWED 
HIS EYES AS IF | HADNT SAID ANYTHING. 
- WHAT MADE YOU CHOOSE THAT BOOK? 
- HONESTLY, SHE FELL OFF THE SHELF TWICE 
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WHEN I WALKED PAST HER. -,THATS HOW 
THINGS ARE,” SAINT GEORGE GRABBED HIS CHIN. 
ST. ROMAN WAS RIGHT. THAT BOOK CHOSE 
You WHICH MEANS THE GODDESS TIAMAT DID 
100 
| DONT KNOW WHAT OR WHO YOULL BE VP 
AGAINST BOY, BUT BE VERY CAREFUL THIS WILL 
BE NO ORDINARY DRAGON OR MUTANT. YOU 
WILL FACE THE POWER OF GOD» HE THEN 
OPENED THE BOOK AND WE STARTED READING 
IT TOGETHER. IT WAS FULL OF STRANGE 
FORMULAS, INVOCATIONS AND EVOCATIONS LIKE 
ANY GRIMOIRE. THE DRAGON GODDESS OF ALL 
WATERS, TIAMAT, HAD ELEVEN OF HER DRAGON 
OFFSPRING WHO REPRESENTED HER ARMY, LED 
BY KINGU HER FIRSTBORN SON. EACH OF THEIR 
DESCENDANTS WAS DESCRIBED -IN DETAIL. IN 
SEVERAL PAGES. I THEN FLIPPED THROUGH А 
FEW CORNERS. OF THE PAGES AND THEY 
RELEASED DUST THAT MADE ME INSTINCTIVELY 
SNEEZE. I TURNED MY HEAD FIRST SO AS NOT 
TO SMUDGE HER. SIDES. HOWEVER, I NOTICED 
THAT THE SAME PAGES THAT I BENT THE 
CORNERS OF HAD LINES OF INK ON THEM THAT 
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CONNECTED TO EACH OTHER WITH THE 
MOVEMENT OF THE PAGES AND THUS APPEARED 
TO ME THE INSIGNIA OF ለ DRAGON THAT WAS 
MOST LIKELY CHOSEN FOR ME BY THE UNIVERSE, 
AKASH. IT WAS KING HIMSELF RULER OF THE 
UNDERWORLD. 1 HAD READ THE FIRST TWO 
PAGES WHEN ST. ROMANUS ENTERED THE ROOM. 
- DID YOU COME UP WITH SOMETHING FROM 
THAT BOOK? HE ASKED "KING, ] ANSWERED 1 
WILL FIGHT WITH II.“ I ADDED IMMEDIATELY. 
- KINGU IS NOT JUST ANY GODS DRAGON. IT IS 
Å DEMON SPECIMEN. THE STRONGEST OF ALL 
ELEVEN CHILDREN OF ТАМАТ. THEIR LEADER. 
HE EVEN HAS. THREE FORMS OF HIS 
APPEARANCE YOURE GOING TO HAVE TO BE 
REALLY CAREFUL WITH HIM, BOY. -,YES, HE 
KNOWS, SAINT. GEORGE ANSWERED FOR ME 
- READ THE SUMMONS CAREFULLY BOY, IM SURE 
HELL WANT A BLOOD SACRIFICE.” | WAS 
UNSURE. THE WHOLE BOOK WAS DESCRIBED IN 
DETAILED PROCESSES OF RITUALS IN WHICH THE 
ENERGY OF THE. ATMOSPHERE CREATED FROM 
THE MATING OF BODIES AND SEXUAL 
GRATIFICATIONS: TOGETHER WITH BLOOD 
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SACRIFICES IN THE FORM OF LIFE FLUID FROM 
ITSELF PLAYED A HUGE ROLE FOR PAINTING 
THE INSIGNIA. THAT WAS ONE PART - THE 
WORSHIP OF THE DRAGON CULT. THE SECOND 
PART WAS SUMMONING DRAGON ENTITIES. HOW 
ELSE BUT WITH THE HELP OF YOUR BLOOD. 
- WILL I HAVE TO SUMMON HIM FIRST?» I WAS 
SURPRISED AT THE VOICE. - HAHA, SURE. YOU 
DIDNT COME HERE BECAUSE YOU KILLED A 
DRAGON ІК YOUR PREVIOUS LIFE, BUT BECAUSE 
OF YOUR NAME. YOU HAVE TO LIVE UP 70 
YOUR NAME. EVERY DRAGON THAT ONE OF US 
KILLS HERE NEEDS 70 BE SUMMONED FIRST» 50 
THAT MEANS I DIED BEFORE СОТ HERE 

- PROBABLY MOST LIKELY YES, BOY.” - 1 THINK 
THAT MIGHT BE ENOUGH FOR TODAY, SAID ST. 
GEORGE AND CLOSED THE GRIMOIRE. - YOU CAN 
ዕዕ HAVE DINNER, BOY. THE DAY AFTER 
TOMORROW YOU ARE GOING TO SLAY THE 
DRAGON, SO GET READY” DID ፤ REALLY HEAR 
THAT AT THE END OF THIS THIRD WEEK ІМ 
GOING TO SLAY ለ DRAGON? $0 ILL JUST DECIDE 
TO 60 KILL HIM. DOING IT I$ ANOTHER THING. 
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I MADE MY WAY THROUGH THE BANQUET HALL. 
THERE WERENT MANY PEOPLE HERE, $0 I ATE 
IN PEACE. | REMEMBERED THE GIRL, THE NEWBIE 
WHO HAD RECENTLY RISEN FROM THE ASHES. 
WHERE 15 HE NOW? AT THAT MOMENT SHE 
WALKED IN. IT HAD TO BE A GIRL, SHE WALKED 
LIKE THAT. LIKE A FELINE ON THE HUNT. SHE 
WALKED OVER TO THE PIGLET AND CUT OFF ITS 
TAIL. SHE THEN PILED ON A LOT OF POTATOES 
AND VEGETABLES AND FINALLY SAT DOWN 
DIRECTLY ACROSS FROM ME ACROSS THE DINING 
ROOM. WE BOTH SAT ALONE AT THE TABLES 
AND THROUGH THE UNOCCUPIED CHAIRS WE 
LOOKED AT EACH OTHER, HOW WE ARE AND 
FEED ON THE ANIMAL. HOWEVER, WE COULDNT 
AFFORD TO GET IN EACH OTHERS WAY, $0 I 
STAYED WHERE | WAS ALL EVENING. 50 DOES 
SHE. - GOOD EVENING MY NAME IS DANIEL, I 
WOULD LIKE TO SHARE MY DRAGON SLAYING 
STORY WITH YOU" ONE OF THE DRAGON 
SLAYERS SUDDENLY SPOKE LOUDLY. - ONCE UPON 
А TIME IN BABYLONIA MANY PEOPLE 
WORSHIPED DRAGONS AS THE ONLY DEITY. KING 
NEBUCHADNEZZAR «HIMSELF CHOSE ONE OF THESE 
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AS HIS IDOL THE DRAGON WAS LONG AND 
SERPENTINE. HIS SCALES WERE COLORED SAND. 
HE HAD A CREST AROUND HIS NECK AND 
HORNS ON HIS HEAD IT WAS ለ DESERT EARTH 
WURM. THEY WORSHIPED HIM 50 MUCH THAT 1 
HAD TO STEP IN. I POISONED HIM TO MAKE 
THEM REALIZE THAT HE JS NOT HT FOR 
WORSHIP AFTER THAT THE KING HAD ME 
EXECUTED AND | APPEARED HERE» - DANIELAS 
AMAZING STORY. [ዘ FINALLY GLAD YOURE 
WITH 05» SAID ANOTHER DRAGON SLAYER. THE 
SIGN OF THE WORDS I HAD JUST HEARD 
RESONATED IN MY HEAD I KNEW THERE WAS 
GOING TO BE A RESOLUTION. TO BE HERE | 
HAD TO DIE SOMEWHERE FIRST. I ALREADY 
KNEW THIS BEFOREHAND BUT ONLY NOW HAVE I 
REALLY STARTED TO REALIZE IT. COULD IT. BE 
THE GIRL WHO WAS LOOKING AT ME ACROSS 
THE HALL? IT WAS NOT RANDOM PEOPLE BUT 
ONLY DRAGON SLAYERS AFTER THEIR DEATH 
THAT GATHERED IN THE REFUGE EVEN THAT 
MEANT I HAD TO KILL ለ DRAGON IN MY 
PREVIOUS BEING, BUT I DIDNT REMEMBER 
ANYTHING LIKE THAT. ACTUALLY, I DIDNT EVEN 
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REMEMBER MY DEATH. 

I$ IT POSSIBLE THAT I WOULD DIE OF NATURAL 
CAUSES IN MY SLEEP $0 YOUNG? WAS I ALSO 
POISONED LIKE THE DRAGON IN DANIELS STORY? 
OR WAS | MURDERED IN SOME OTHER WAY? OR 
WAS I POSSIBLY KIDNAPPED BY SOME KIND OF 
MAGIC? I COULDNT REMEMBER. THIS CAN ALL 
JUST BE MY GUESSES. HOWEVER, IT MAKES 
SENSE TO ME THAT IF I WANT TO KILL ለ 
DRAGON, I HAVE TO FIND [T SOMEWHERE OR 
SUMMON IT. WITH THIS THOUGHT I RETIRED TO 
MY CHAMBER AND LOOKED AT THE STARS 
ABOVE THE MOUNTAINS. IF IVE ALREADY 
GOTTEN HERE, IT. DOESNT MATTER HOW I AM 
FULL OF STRENGTH AND DETERMINATION. I HAD 
PRACTICE WITH LANCELOT IN THE MORNING. HE 
BROUGHT ME A SET OF LIGHT SKINNY SWORDS 
THAT I HAD REQUESTED EARLIER AND THAT I 
NEEDED FOR MY TASK WERE. THEY HAD A 
SUPER SHARP EDGE - A SPIKE, LIKE NEEDLES. 
THEY ALL NEEDED TO FIT UNDER THE SCALES 
BY STABBING AND I WAS ABLE TO DO THAT 
WITH ALL OF THEM I STUCK THEM TO THE 
LAST IN A WOODEN PRACTICE DUMMY. „ITS ለ 
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SHAME YOU DONT HAVE А WOODEN DRACON 
HERE, IT WOULD BE BETTER TO TRY IT ON. 
- YES?” LAUGHED LANCELOT. - YOU MADE AN 
IMPRESSION ON ME ALFRED. YOU HAVE THE 
HEART OF A DRAGON. "NOT YET, | SAID 
CONFIDENTLY. WE MADE OUR WAY Т0 THE 
BANQUET HALL, FROM WHICH THE SOUND OF 
CHANTS FLOWED PEOPLE WERE DRINKING AND 
SINGING AS LOUD AS THEIR THROATS COULD. GO. 
LANCELOT AND I WERE CUTTING THE MEAT OFF 
THE LAMB. MEANWHILE, 1 LISTENED TO WHAT 
SOMEONE AROUND МЕ WAS SAYING. -,DO YOU 
KNOW THAT DRAGONS ARE NOT ONLY WITH 
SCALES? THEY ARE OFTEN DIFFERENT MUTANTS. 
LIKE AN ASDEEV HE WAS A WHITE DRAGON 
AND HAD BAT WINGS. I, RUSTAM KNOCKED HIM 
DOWN» YOU ARE A GOOD FICHTER, SOMEONE 
PATTED HIM ON THE BACK. THAT NIGHT, I WENT 
OUT TO THE FOOT OF THE MOUNTAIN, AND 
HERE WE ALL GATHERED WHO HAD WORKED 
TOGETHER ON MY DRAGON HUNT. SAINT 
GEORGE, WIGLAF AND LANCELOT. THE BLIZZARDS 
WERE PLAYING AROUND US. I GOT MY HANDS 
ON A BOOK, THE GRIMOIRE OF THE GODDESS 
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TIAMAT, AND IN IT I FLIPPED THROUGH THE 
PAGES WITH THE WORDS OF EVOCATION ОР THE 
DRAGON CALLED KINGU HIS BLOOD IS IN THE 
BLOOD OF EVERY PERSON IN THE WORLD HE, BY 
DYING THEN, GAVE LIFE TO THE HUMAN RACE. I 
STARTED THE LECTURE: 

KING, RULER OF THE VOID FIRST AMONG GODS 
OF FURY YOUR BLOOD FLOWS THROUGH THE 
VEINS OF EVERY HUMAN CREATURE YOU HOLD 
THE TABLETS OF DESTINY THE KEYS TO THE 
GATES OF THE DRAGON WHERE LOST 
KNOWLEDGE LIES IN PROTECTIVE ANTICIPATION 
AWAITING THE RETURN OF THE PRIMORDIAL 
GODS WHEN THE WORLD [ነ REAWA KENED 
THROUGH THE POWER CONTAINED IN THE 
HUMAN BLOODLINE HERITAGE OF THE 
DRAGONKING + FIERCE SCORPION GOD-PROTECTOR 
OF FORGOTTEN KNOWLEDGE COME FORTH FROM 
THE WOMB OF THE DRAGON AWAKE FROM THE 
HANDS OF THE ONE WHO HOLDS THE WORLD IN 
HER TIMELESS EMBRACE ARISE THROUGH THE 
LIFE SUBSTANCE J POUR OUT IN YOUR NAME 
| FINISHED, SLICING OPEN MY PALM. DROPS OF 
MY BLOOD FELL ON THE COLD AND SNOW-WHITE 
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GROUND THE SNOW HISSED AS IT MELTED I 
LOOKED UP AT THE CLEAR FULL MOON THAT 
WAS TINTED THE COLORS OF ROSES. A HIDEOUS 
DRAGON ROAR RANG OUT. THERE SOMEWHERE 
IN THE TOPS OF THE MOUNTAINS ABOVE ME. 
“YOUR JOURNEY HAS ВЕСОМ, SAID LANCELOT. 
BE BRAVE, WIGLAF ENCOURAGED ME. "YOU CAN 
STILL ABDICATE,” SAID ST. GEORGE. „NO I CANT 
ANYMORE,” I ANSWERED AND SET OFF WITH MY 
RIGHT FOOT FORWARD ON THE PATH LEADING 
TO THE ROCKS. I HAD A BURDEN ON MY 
SHOULDERS. BAGS WITH SWORDS IN THE OTHER 
HAND A LIGHT SHIELD ARMOR PLAIN LEATHER 
LIGHT. A CHUTOR WITH WATER FROM MOUNTAIN 
SPRINGS AROUND THE WAIST. I COULD ALREADY 
FEEL THE DARKNESS INSIDE ME AND THE 
FEELING THAT THIS WAS ONLY A ONE-WAY 
STREET. NARROW CREVICES BETWEEN ROCKS 
WHERE ONLY А FURIOUS WIND. CAN DRIVE I 
WAS LEFT WITH BLOODY MARKS FROM A CUT 
PALM AS I BRACED MYSELF WITH MY HANDS 
FOR EACH HEAVY STEP AGAINST THE WIND THAT 
BLEW PIECES OF SNOWFLAKES INTO MY FACE. 
THE FROST BURNED ME EVERYWHERE IT COL. 
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CLIMBED ONTO THE ROCK FROM WHERE IT LED 
FOR A LONG TIME INTO THE MOUNTAINS. THE 
WIND WAS BLOWING THERE LIKE THE BLIZZARDS 
HE USED 70 BLOW THERE 1 WENT THROUGH 
THAT PASS BETWEEN THE ROCKS. I LISTENED TO 
THE SNOW HISS ALONG MY FEET. HOW FLOWERS 
BLOOM INTO CLOUD SPIRALS OF SNOW AND ICE 
FRAGMENTS. I WALKED PAST THEM. I CAME TO 
BE TRULY EXALTED I HEADED WHERE MY LEGS 
TOOK ME AND I SUDDENLY FELT THE FIRST 
SIGNS OF FATIGUE AFTER THE NINE DAYS OF 
PREPARATION FOR A RUTHLESS LIFE AND DEATH 
FIGHT WITH THE DRAGON CALLED KINCU HIS 
ROAR BROUGHT ME 70 HEEL EVERY TIME 1 
WENT IN THE DIRECTION HE WAS YELLING 
FROM. IT WAS UPHILL AROUND THE ROCKS 
UNDER MY LEATHER BOOTS IT WAS SLIDING. I 
HAD TO PUT A LOT OF SUPPORT IN MY FEET 
AND THIGHS. I USED MY LEFT HAND TO COVER 
MY FACE AS I FELT HOT ON IT. I KNEW WHERE 
I WAS HEADING LUCKILY THERE WAS A LARGE 
ROCK THAT PROVIDED ENOUGH PROTECTION. 
WHEN I REACHED HIM, J SAW A PATH TO THE 
EAST OF HIM, ለ SHORT ONE, LEADING TO А 
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CAVE FROM WHICH Å PRIMAL ROAR WAS HEARD. 
MY WHOLE BODY TINGLED WHAT WERE THOSE 
SOUNDS? [ REACHED FOR MY SHOULDER. I HAD 
SWORD NEEDLES HANGING FROM IT. ፤ PULLED 
ONE OUT AND HELD IT CLOSE 70 МҮ BODY. 
TIGHT TO PULL THROUGH THAT PASS. THE 
CLOSER I GOT TO THE SLUICE THE MORE Å 
DEEP PANIC SEIZED МЕ THE WIND BLEW 
THROUGH THE PASS AROUND ME, RINGING MY 
EARS. I FINALLY SLEPT OUT OF MY HIATUS. I 
FACED A DARK DANK CAVERN FROM WHICH ለ 
HIDEOUS AND HIDEOUS ROAR EMANATED. WHAT 
STICKS OUT OF THE DARKNESS? RED ЖАП 
SNAKESKIN DAZZLING AS IE OOZING WITH 
ENERGY. I STRAIGHTENED MY SWORD 

THE FIGURE CAME OUT OF THE DARKNESS 
ALREADY WHOLE. Å DEMONIC WARRIOR LASHED 
WITH TONGUES OF FIRE THAT HAD JUST COME 
OUT OF HIS MOUTH ABOVE US BOTH. I WAS 
REALLY CONFUSED THIS WAS NO ORDINARY 
DRAGON. IT WAS KINGU А DRAGON WITH А 
MALE BODY FORM. ONLY WITH А THIRD EYE IN 
THE MIDDLE OF THE FOREHEAD AROUND HIS 
NECK WAS A BELT MADE OF TWELVE BLACK 
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MINERAL PLATES. | АҒА) ABOUT THOSE, THEY 
WERE SUPPOSED TO CONTAIN ALL THE 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE UNIVERSE THESE ARE TO 
CAUSE THE RETURN OF THE HUMAN RACE ТО 
HUMANITY AMONG THEMSELVES LEADING TÓ 
TECHNOLOGY AND SCIENCE. HE HELD HIS 
TRIDENT IN HIS HANDS. HE SPOKE TO ME WITH 
HIS UNSTOPPABLE THIRD EYE GAZE, HIS DRAGON 
TEETH GLINTING AT ME A BALL OF SNAKES 
SWARMED AROUND HIS HANDS, COILING ALONG 
THE LENGTH OF HIS HAND THE BEAST 
MEASURED ME FROM А DISTANCE TO SEE IF ITS 
TRIDENT COULD REACH МЕ [ SHOULD HAVE 
GUESSED THAT HE WOULD TRY TO DO $0 
IMMEDIATELY. AND HE DID. WITH HIS MUSCULAR 
AND POWEAFULLY SNAKE-WRAPPED HAND HE 
ATTACKED AT THE COMING MOMENT. THANKS 
TO MY TIMING THE TRIDENT FLEW A METER 
FROM MY HEAD. I JUST DODGED, AND AT THAT 
MOMENT I ATTACKED A THIN SWORD STABBED 
INTO THE DRAGONS NAVEL UNDER THE SCALES. 
THERE WAS A TREMENDOUS ROAR AND A LIGHT 
THIN SWORD HUNG FROM THE MINES NAVEL. I 
QUICKLY REACHED FOR ANOTHER ONE. MY 
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NEMESIS WAS ALREADY INSANE AND HE WAS 
ALSO WOUNDED: НЕ JERKED HIS HAND 
VIOLENTLY AND HIS TRIDENT THREW ME WITH 
ITS BLUNT SIDE AGAINST THE WALL OF THE 
ROCK RELIEF I LANDED ON MY CHEST IN MY 
LEATHER ARMOR AND MY SWORDS SLAMMED 
INTO MY BACK. TWO EVEN SLIPPED IN FRONT OF 
MY HEAD, WHICH ALSO HIT МЕ 1 GRABBED 
THEM BOTH IN MY HANDS AND STOOD UP I 
SAW HIS FOOT AND THE TRIDENT APPROACHING 
ME. HE WAS LARGER THAN THE AVERAGE MAN. 
IN AN INSTANT [ ROLLED OVER TO AVOID HIM. 
IMMEDIATELY BEHIND ME, HIS HEAVY FOOT 
LANDED ON THE SPOT WHERE I LAY AND THE 
BARBS OF HIS TRIDENT BLUNTED AGAINST THE 
ROCKY GROUND. IN AN INSTANT 1 TRIED TO 
THRUST BOTH SWORDS INTO THE WEAK SPOT 
ON HIS LOWER ABDOMEN WHERE ONE OF MY 
SWORDS WAS. ALREADY STICKING OUT. 
UNFORTUNATELY, HE MOVED AND ONLY ONE OF 
THEM HIT THAT SPOT. THE OTHER SLID DOWN 
THE SCALES TO THE GROUND KINGA ROARED! I 
ALREADY HAD THE PENULTIMATE SWORD 
REPLENISHED AND I WAS WAITING FOR THE 
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WOUNDED KINGU TO ATTACK 50 THAT I COULD 
COVER HIS LUNGE WITH ለ COUNTERATTACK. 
KINGU SWUNG HIS TRIDENT FROM ABOVE AND 
ONE OF THE SPIKES CAUGHT MY SWORD IN MY 
HAND AND KNOCKED IT OUT. I TOOK 
ADVANTAGE OF THAT MOMENT AND IN Å JUMP I 
STUCK THE THIRD NEEDLE UNDER THE SCALES 
IN THE NAVEL AREA OF THE DRAGON. HE 
ROARED AND THEN SMACKED ME IN THE FACE 
WITH HIS SNAKE-UNWRAPPED PAW. HE KNOCKED 
ME TO THE GROUND AND IN THAT SECOND PAIN 
LIKE NEVER BEFORE WENT THROUGH ME. I 
REACHED OUT FOR THE LAST SWORD IN THE 
ONLY FREE MOMENT. KINGU RAISED HIS 
TRIDENT AT ME TO IMPALE ME ON HIM. BUT IN 
THAT SPLIT SECOND, I REVEALED THE LAST 
PLACE TO SINK MY NEEDLE RAISING HIS 
TRIDENT HANDS, THE SCALES ON HIS CHEST 
BRISTLED; REVEALING HIS VULNERABLE CLEFT. 
THE PIERCING WAS CLEAN AND GRACEFUL THE 
DRAGONS HEART WAS PIERCED. KINGU STOPPED 
MOVING AND FELL WITH ALL HIS DEAD WEIGHT 
TO THE HARD GROUND BEHIND HIM. I GOT UP I 
TRIUMPHANTLY TORE HIS NECKLACE OF BLACK 
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COLORED MINERAL PLATES FROM HIS NECK. 

AT THAT MOMENT, À LIGHT FLASHED IN THE 
SLUSH IN FRONT OF ME THAT KINGU HAD 
CLIMBED OUT OF I MADE MY WAY THERE WITH 
ለ CAUTIOUS STEP INSIDE THE CAVE GLOWED ለ 
STONE PORTAL DECORATED WITH RELIEFS OF 
STRANGE SYMBOLS. I TOUCHED THEM. HE 
PONDERED THEIR MEANING. А LONG TIME 
PASSED BEFORE ፤ DARED TO STEP INSIDE TO 
FACE ANOTHER ADVENTURE AFTER А DUEL 
WITH А DRAGON, I KEPT IN MIND NOT TO END 
UP WITH THE SAME FATE А5 THE SERPENT GOD 
ASAG WHO WAS IMMORTAL AND THEREFORE 
WAS EVENTUALLY IMPRISONED IN THE MOUNTAIN 
THAT EVENTUALTY BECAME HIS TOMB. 
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ALTERNATE ENDING 


DARAGONGARU WAS A JAPANESE GIRL WHO HAD 
RECENTLY RISEN FROM THE ASHES IN REFUGIÓ 
AND WAS IMMEDIATELY TAKEN IN BY ONE OF 
THE MASTER DRAGON SLAYERS. SHE HAD GUN 
PRACTICE TONIGHT AND WAS REALLY HUNGRY. 
WHAT SHE HAD LEARNED ABOUT THE ASYLUM 
$0 FAR WAS THAT THERE WERE USUALLY NO 
WOMEN HERE. THATS WHY SHE ALSO DECIDED 
TO TRY TO HIDE HER IDENTITY FOR AS LONG 
AS POSSIBLE. MAINLY BECAUSE SHE LIKED A 
CERTAIN YOUNG EUROPEAN-LOOKING DRAGON 
SLAYER WITH RIDICULOUSLY CROPPED FOREHEAD 
HAIR. SHE WAS SURE THAT THIS WAS NOT A 
PLACE WHERE ONE COULD SHOW FEELINGS OR 
SYMPATHY FOR SOMEONE. AT LEAST SHE STILL 
WASNT CONVINCED OF THAT. BUT WHAT SHE 
WAS ALSO AWARE OF WAS THAT SHE DID NOT 
UNDERSTAND THE LANGUAGE OF ALL THE 
PEOPLE STAYING HERE. ONLY TO THOSE FROM A 
SIMILAR LANGUAGE RANGE. $0 SHE CAME TO 
THE DINING ROOM. PORK STUFFED WITH APPLES 
WAS JUST ROASTED OF COURSE, THAT MEANT ІТ 
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WOULD BE FOUR HOURS BEFORE THEY SPIKED 
ANOTHER PORTION OF SOMETHING MANAGEABLE. 
$0 SHE WAS LEFT WITH BITS OF BONE, BUT SHE 
DIDNT COMPLAIN. SHE PICKED THE BONES AND 
SAW THE YOUNG MAN AGAIN IN THE CROWD 
SHE STOPPED. FOR A MOMENT SHE CONSIDERED 
WHETHER SHE SHOULD GO OUT TO EAT BUT 
HER MASTER JUST SAT DOWN. -,50 
DARAGONGAR, HAVE YOU HEARD ABOUT THE 
STORY OF THE DRAGON BIDA? - NO NOT YET. 
- EVERYTHING TOOK PLACE IN THE CITY OF 
WAGADU WHERE GOLDEN RAIN ALWAYS FELL 
THREE TIMES А YEAR. GOLD COINS WERE 
ALWAYS LITERALLY RAINING. DOWN ON THE 
CITY. THE DRAGON BiDA WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR 
THIS WITH HIS CONVENTION OF THE MAYOR OF 
LAGARRE. HE SACRIFICED TEN GIRLS TO THE 
DRAGON EVERY YEAR. BUT AFTER Å WHILE 
THIS COULD BURST AND LAGARREHO WAS 
AFRAID OF DISCLOSURE SO HE TRIED TO PLEAD 
WITH THE DRAGON WITH THE HELP OF THE 
WISE. КОПКО THE WISE ELDER OF THE CITY. 
THE DRAGON BIDA AGREED, BUT AT THE PRICE 
HE CHOSE THE LIFE OF KOLIKOO. THE CITY THUS 
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LOST А SAGE, BUT Å NEW CONVENTION APPLIED 
- ONE GIRL Å YEAR AND THE SHOWER OF 
GOLD STILL CONTINUED THREE TIMES Å YEAR. 
THATS HOW LAGARRE COULD CONTINUE FOR 
THE NEXT THREE YEARS, NOTHING SERIOUS 
HAPPENED BUT IT WAS DECIDED TO SACRIFICE 
SIA ЈАТТА BARI AT THE REQUEST OF BIDI 
HIMSELF SHE WAS THE MOST BEAUTIFUL GIRL IN 
TOWN. HER WEDDING WAS COMING SOON, $0 SHE 
DECIDED TO AT LEAST BE SACRIFICED IN MER 
WEDDING DRESS. BUT ONE MAN FROM THE 
TOWN LOVED HER MORE THAN HER ፲0-3፤ HIS 
NAME WAS MAMADI AND HES STANDING OVER 
THERE BY THE WAY” THE. DRAGON SLAYER 
POINTED АТ THE PERSON. - MAMADI!» HE 
CALLED OUT TO HIM. THE MAN TURNED AND 
SLOWLY APPROACHED THEM. - MAMADI PLEASE 
TELL US HOW YOU KILLED THAT DRAGON. 
- WELL, HE ALWAYS HAD A HABIT OF STICKING 
HIS HEAD OUT OF THE CAVE THREE TIMES, AND 
ON THE FOURTH TIME HE ATE THE GIRL. I WAS 
HIDDEN BEHIND A BUSH NEAR THE STAKE 10 
WHICH THE GIRL WAS TIED I ATTACKED THE 
DRAGON AT THE LAST MOMENT. I HIT HIM IN 
329 


THE SKULL BEHIND THE NECK WITH THE MACE. 
THE DRAGON BEGAN TO SQUIRM AND REVEAL 
ITS FULL FORM. HE LOOKED LIKE А WORM, HE 
WAS ለ WURM. HE CURSED THE CITY WITH HIS 
DRACONS TONGUE AND THEN HUFFED GOLDEN 
RAIN NEVER FELL ON THE CITY AGAIN, AND 
THE PEOPLE CHASED ME AND SUL OUT OF THE 
CITY. UNFORTUNATELY, SIA DIDNT LOVE МЕ 
EVEN THOUGH I SAVED HER LIFE AND LOVED 
HER. SHE BETRAYED ME AND RAN AWAY TO 
ANOTHER CITY. FROM THEN UNTIL THE END OF 
MY DAYS I LIVED ALONE» - WHY ARE YOU 
TALKING ABOUT THIS TOO? SHE ASKED 
DARAGONGARU. 

- „10 KNOW WHAT DESTINIES YOU LEAVE 
BEHIND. -YOU THROW ALL WOMEN IN ONE 
BAG.” -,NOT THAT. IM JUST AFRAID THAT YOUR 
EXISTENCE MIGHT BE DANGEROUS TO THE 
ENTIRE REFUGIUM. WHERE THE DEVIL CANT, HE 
WILL PUT ለ WOMAN IN." THEN IM NOT GOING 
TO LISTEN TO THIS" DARAGONGARA SAID. 
WAIT. THIS IS NOT THE END HE SPOKE TO 
HER AND SHE TURNED AGAIN. - 1 EVEN TRIED 
TO POISON HER WITH А WITCHS POTION TO 
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МАКЕ НЕК FALL IN LOVE WITH МЕ BUT IT 
DIDNT WORK OUT AND SHE FELL IN LOVE WITH 
SOMEONE ELSE UNFORTUNATELY, THE POTION 
EXPIRED AND WHEN SIA FELL INTO HERSELF 
AGAIN, SHE HATED HERSELF FOR LOVING А 
STRANGER AND KILLED HERSELF.» 
DARAGONGARA JUST SMIRKED AND WAGGLE) 
HER ASS OUTSIDE WHERE SHE CALMLY ATE. 
THESE WERE THE VERY THINGS SHE HATED. 
AFTER DINNER SHE RETIRED TO HER BED 
WHERE SHE LOOKED AT THE STARS FROM HER 
BED. SHE HAD LESSONS THE NEXT MORNING. - 50 
WHAT KIND OF DRAGONS DO WE HAVE HERE? 
-DRACONS BLACK. YOU ARE GRUMPY. THEY 
PREFER TO LIVE IN SWAMPS, WETLANDS AND 
HARD-TO-REACH PLACES LIKE JUNGLES. THE MAIN 
FEATURES OF THESE DRAGONS ARE THEIR DEEP 
EYE SOCKETS AND HUCE HORNS COMING OUT OF 
THEIR CHEEKBONES. THEIR: HEADS ARE 
DECORATED. WITH SMALLER HORNS AND SPINES. 
THEY HAVE SIMILAR TEETH TO CROCODILES. 
PLUS. THEY HAVE CAUSTIC SALIVA. IT PREFERS 
LIVE MOLLUSCS, FISH AND AQUATIC ANIMALS. 
THEY LOVE TREASURES. HUMAN VICTIMS ARE 
331 


FIRST HELD CAPTIVE AND THEN EATEN. NEXT, 
THE BLUE DRAGONS. THEY ARE VAIN 
CREATURES, PROTECTING THEIR OWN 
TERRITORIES. THEY PREFER HOT, DRY PLACES 
AND DESERTS. THEY ARE WILD AND LIVE TO 
FIGHT. THEY CANT STAND COWARDS. THEY 
OFTEN DIG UNDERGROUND DENS. THEY HAVE 
LARGE LEATHERY EARS, A LARGE HORN 
PROTRUDING FROM THEIR FOREHEAD THEIR 
NOSTRILS ARE CLOSE TO THEIR EYES AND THEY 
HAVE A BLUNT SNOUT. ALONG THE NOSTRILS 
AND SUPRAORBITAL ARCHES, THEY HAVE SMALL 
HORNED PROTRUSIONS. A BEARD GROWS FROM 
THE HORNS UNDER THEIR .CHINS. LIGHTNING 
STRIKES. THEY LOVE GEMS. THEN WE HAVE RED 
DRAGONS. THEY ARE GREEDY AND WANT TO 
INCREASE THEIR TREASURE MORE AND MORE. 
THEY PREFER MOUNTAINS OR HARD-TO-REACH 
AREAS HIGH UP FROM WHERE THEY CAN 
OBSERVE THEIR TERRITORY. LIKE THE DENS OF 
VOLCANIC CAVES. THEY HAVE TWO MASSIVE 
BACKWARD-CURLING HORNS ON THE TOP OF 
THEIR HEADS. THEY HAVE A LARGE RING WITH 
PROTRUSIONS ON THEIR CHEEKS, AS WELL AS ON 


332 


THEIR CHIN AND MUZZLE EVEN THEIR EYE 
SOCKETS ARE LINED WITH SMALL HORNS. THEY 
HAVE A SHARP RIDGE ALL THE WAY DOWN 
THEIR SPINE TO THEIR ТАП, THEY ARE EVIL 
AND FIERY. THEY KNOW HOW 10 TAKE 
REVENGE AND ARE UNCONTROLLABLY WILD, 
THEY HAVE THE GREATEST TREASURES OF ALL 
DRAGONS AND KNOW THEM BY HEART. IT IS 
ENOUGH FOR THEM TO LOSE ONE COIN AND 
THEY ALREADY KNOW. 

HUMANS AND ELVES HAVE A FAVORITE FOOD. 
MORE GREEN DRAGONS. THEY ARE OFTEN 
REFERRED TO AS MASTER SCHEMERS. THEY ARE 
NOT SUPPORTERS. OF А DIRECT FIGHT FOR 
HONOR. THEY AGGRESSIVELY ATTACK ANYONE AT 
THE SLIGHTEST PROVOCATION. THEY RESIDE IN 
OLD WOODS, CAVES, STEEP CLIFFS OR HILLSIDES. 
THEIR MAGIC 15 FOCUSED ON PLANTS AND 
EVERYTHING AROUND THEM. THEIR DOMINANT 
FEATURE IS THEIR LONG NECKS. THEY ALSO 
HAVE LARGE CRESTS AND SUPRAORBITAL 
PROCESSES. THEY ARE OMNIVORES, THEY ALSO 
EAT PLANTS. HOWEVER, SPRITES ARE A 
DELICACY FOR THEM. THEIR FAVORITE ATTACK 
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I$ CHLORINE BREATH. 1 CAN CONTINUE WITH 
WHITE DRAGONS. THEY ARE USUALLY SMALLER 
IN STATURE AND NOT AS SMART AS THEIR 
LARGER COUNTERPARTS, BUT THEY ARE STILL 
DETERMINED HUNTERS. THEY HAVE A SMOOTH 
HEAD WITH A BEAKLIKE MOUTH. THEY HAVE 
SMALL GROWTHS FROM THEIR CHIN ALL THE 
WAY UP THEIR NECK, AS WELL AS THEIR 
ENTIRE CREST, WHICH IS FULL OF SHARK FIN- 
LIKE GROWTHS. THEY HAVE STRONG LARGE 
SCALES. THESE DRAGONS LIVE MAINLY IN THE 
COLD ARCTIC CLIMATE THEY LIKE FROZEN FOOD. 
THEY LOVE CLEAR GEMS BECAUSE THEY REMIND 
THEM OF ICE ИНЕК PROVOKED ТО ATTACK 
THEY USE ICY BREATH. FINALLY, GOLDEN 
DRAGONS. THEY ARE KNOWN FOR THEIR 
STRONG SENSE OF JUSTICE. THEY HIGHT ACAINST 
EVIL, WHICH THEY USUALLY DEFEAT THEY LIVE 
ANYWHERE, PREFERRING STONE DENS WITH 
SEVERAL ROOMS. THEY CAN COMMUNICATE WITH 
ANIMALS, 50 THEY ALSO OFTEN WARN THEM 
WHEN THEY SENSE DANGER. IN APPEARANCE, 
THEY HAVE LOTS AND LOTS OF HORNS ALL 
OVER THEIR BODIES THEIR MOUTHS ARE 
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DECORATED WITH MALE WHISKERS. HE CAN 
TAKE HUMAN AND ANIMAL FORM. THEY ARE 
THE RAREST OF DRAGONS AS WELL AS BEING 
CONSIDERATE AND VERY PATIENT. THEY ARE 
EXCELLENT LISTENERS AND MENTORS. THEY ARE 
WISE. THEY ACT FIRST BEFORE FIGHTING. IF IT 
COMES TO Å FIGHT, HE ALWAYS. WINS. THEIR 
TREASURES TEND TO BE WORKS OF ART. THEY 
ARE ALSO CLOSE TO SILVER AND PLATINUM 
DRAGONS.” - OKAY, AND WHAT WE KNOW 
ABOUT THEM IS THAT THEY LIKE COMPANY AND 
OFTEN TAKE HUMAN FORM. THEY CANNOT 
STAND INJUSTICE AND CRUELTY. RATHER THAN 
PERSECUTION, HOWEVER, THEY. ARE CLOSER TO 
PROTECTING THE INNOCENT AND HEALING THE 
WOUNDED. WELL, THATS ENOUGH FOR TODAY. 
YOU CAN 60 TO DINNER". THE MASTER 
INFORMED HER. SO SHE WENT TO THE BANQUET 
HALL. YOU REACHED THE ROASTING MEAT. THIS 
TIME ІТ WAS KIND OF HARD AND THE SHAPE 
ALSO DIDNT HAVE ANYTHING SHE HAD EATEN 
HERE UNTIL NOW IT LOOKED LIKE ONE ЫС 
PIECE OF SHAPELESS MEAT. SHE ALREADY KNEW 
SOMETHING WAS WRONG. SHE THEN TOOK ለ 
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BITE. YUCK! 

SHE SPAT IT OUT AFTER ለ FEW MORE BITES. 
- YOUNG LADY, CHERISH THE DRAGON FOOD, IT 
IS A RARE OPPORTUNITY. TO TASTE SOMETHING 
NEW” THE MAN NEXT TO HER SPOKE TO HER. 
IT WAS OVERGROWN AND HUNG WITH EXPENSIVE 
ACCESSORIES. SHE WAS SILENT. - COME ON 
GILCAMESH, DO YOU REMEMBER HOW WE KILLED 
HUMBABA TOGETHER? SOMEONE SPOKE TO HIM. 
- YOU KNOW THAT, ENKIDUEL" ANSWERED THE 
MAN. THE TWO LAUGHED AT THIS BY THE FIRE 
WITH THE MEAT. DARAGONGARA TOOK HER 
BOWL OF PIECES OF MEAT AND SAT DOWN 
SOMEWHERE BY HERSELF AFTER A WHILE OF 
NIBBLING ON THE EDGES OF THE HOT MEAT, SHE 
REALIZED SHE WAS BEGINNING TO UNDERSTAND 
THE FOREIGN LANGUAGES SHE HEARD AROUND 
HER. „ PITAKA! HOW DID YOU KILL KATAOR?» 
SHE HEARD STRANGE VOICES ІК THE ROOM. 
- GIRL? НЕК TRAINER SAT DOWN NEXT TO 
HER. „HAVE YOU EVER HEARD OF ST. 
MARTHA. NO AND YOUD BETTER NOT EVEN 
TELL ME,” HE DIPPED MIS GAZE AGAIN INTO THE 
BOWL OF DINNER- YOU WILL DEFINITELY LIKE 
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THE LEGEND ST. MARTHA ENCHANTED THE 
DRAGON AND MANAGED HIM TO THE NEAREST 
VILLAGE, WHERE THE PEOPLE CHARGED HIM.” 
- AND ARE THOSE PEOPLE HERE NOW? WHEN 
THERE ARE DRAGON SLAYERS? - ITS ALSO ለ 
MYSTERY TO ME, BUT NO I GUESS THE ENERGY 
FROM THE DRAGON SPREAD AMONG THE 
VILLAGERS, BUT NOT A SINGLE ONE COT TO 
THE REFUGIO. - „STRANGE. -,MANY THINGS 
ARE STRANGE MAYBE YOURE THE ONLY 
REFUGIA GIRL HERE - REALLY THE ONLY ONE? 
NOT EVEN SAINT MARTHA HERE?” - YES INDEED. 
I GUESS AKASHA HIMSELF SENT YOU HERE FOR 
THE REASON THAT YOU ALSO EXPLAIN IT 10 
US." - THERE WAS NEVER ANY OTHER DRAGON 
SLAYER? „TVE HEARD A LOT OF RUMORS 
ABOUT GIRLS THAT HAD A LOT TO DO WITH 
DRAGONS, BUT I HAVENT MET ONE YET. EXCEPT 
FOR YOU OF COURSE» DARAGONGARA FROWNED 
АТ THE IMPACT OF HIS REPLY HER FACE 
SHOWED HELPLESS LONELINESS. STARING INTO 
THE BOWL OF FOOD, THE ONLY THING SHE 
TRIED TO PAY ATTENTION TO WAS HER EARS, 
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WHICH WERE SLOWLY DISTINGUISHING 
INDIVIDUAL SYLLABLES AND WORDS IN THE 
NOISE AROUND IN THE ROOM. - BUT I HEARD A 
STORY ABOUT RIYO, A GIRL FROM A TEA HOUSE, 
WHO FELL IN LOVE WITH A YOUNG PRIEST AND 
UNINTENTIONALLY LED HIM AWAY FROM THE 
PATH OF 600 BUT WHEN THE PRIEST REALIZED 
THIS AFTER SOME TIME, HE DECIDED 70 
RETURN TO THE TEMPLE OF HIS FAITH. BUT IT 
BROKE RIYAS HEART AND SHE DECIDED TO 60 
HER OWN WAY - THE SECRET OF TURNING INTO 
A DRAGON. FOR MANY YEARS SHE PRACTICED 
THE DISTANT STUDIES OF DRAGON MAGIC AND 
THE DAY SHE REALLY TURNED INTO A DRAGON 
SHE FLEW BACK TO HER EXS TEMPLE AND IN 
ALL THE AGGRESSION OF THE RED DRAGONS 
POWER DESTROYED THE ENTIRE TEMPLE AND 
HER EX WITH ІТ. THEN SHE FLEW AWAY AND 
WAS NEVER HEARD FROM OR SEEN AGAIN” 

- AND THATS SUPPOSED TO HELP ME CHANCE 
INTO A DRAGON?” - NO ITS JUST THAT SUCH 
FATES ALSO HAPPEN, HER MASTER ANSWERED 
HER. SHE TOOK A BITE OF HER DINNER IN 
SILENCE AND SWALLOWED IT LIKE THE FACT THE 
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COACH HAD JUST TOLD HER. -,LISTEN SOMEONE 
SHOUTED IN THE MIDDLE OF THE ROOM. 
DARAGONGARA LOOKED BACK. THERE WAS А 
MAN STANDING THERE, AND BEHIND HIM WAS 
CUTTING A PIECE OF MEAT FROM THE SPIT, AND 
THE YOUNG BOY WITH A TERRIBLE HAIRCUT. 
WHY DOES HE KEEP GETTING IN HER WAY? -I 
WANT TO TELL YOU A STORY ABOUT THE 
DRAGON OF KOSHI” CONTINUED THE ELDER, 
WHO ADDRESSED THE ENTIRE FEAST.-.I TELL 
YOU STRAIGHT AWAY THAT 1, SUSAWONA, KILLED 
HIM. IT WAS THEN THAT | MET A STRANGE 
MOTHER AND FATHER LEADING THEIR LAST 
DAUGHTER TO BE ለ VICTIM OF BLACKMAIL AND 
COERCION TO THE DRAGON. I HAD TO STEP IN. I 
LIKED HER AND IT SEEMED THAT I PUT A 
SMILE ON HER FACE WITH MY INTEREST. THATS 
WHEN | REALIZED THAT IF I KILLED THE 
DRAGON, I WOULD WIN HER HAND AND HER 
HEART. WE SPENT THE WHOLE NIGHT BREWING 
THE SAKE POTION TOGETHER. ACCORDING 
STATEMENT, THE DRAGON НА) EIGHT HEADS. 50 
IT WAS А SLEIGH. PERHAPS EVEN HYDRA 
HERSELE 50 THEY FILLED EIGHT BARRELS, AND 
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AS THE SLEIGH WENT AROUND SHE PUT HER 
HEAD INTO EACH OF THE BARRELS AND IT GOT 
HER DRUNK. THAT MORNING 1 APPEARED AT 
THE DRAGON AND STABBED DRAGON IN THE 
LOWER ABDOMEN. I STEAMED HIS INTESTINES 
OUT. I SAVED THE GIRL, HE HAD A WEDDING 
WITH HER, D CHILDREN AND LIVED HAPPILY 
EVER AFTER..AND NOW ІМ HERE. I WILL TOAST 
YOU MY BROTHERS! HE RAISED HIS GOBLET 
AND DRANK MEAD TO EVERYONE IN THE HALL. 
- LETS DRINK, SAID SOMEONE ELSE IN AN 
AUTHORITATIVE VOICE, AND EVEN THE 
NEGLECTED GLASSES WERE RAISED AFTER THAT, 
DARAGONGARA WENT TO HER CHAMBER. BUT 
ON THE WAY THERE SHE RAN INTO THE BOY, 
EXACTLY WHAT SHE DIDNT WANT. JUST A LOOK 
WAS ENOUGH AND IT VIBRATED HER WHOLE 
ORGANISM. SHE THOUGHT ABOUT IT ALL NICHT 
AND COULDNT» SLEEP SHE LOOKED АТ THE 
STARS, SHE DIDNT UNDERSTAND ASTRONOMY. 
SHE HAD A BODY WORKOUT IN THE MORNING. 
SHE WAS DOING GIRLY SIT-UPS. AND STRETCHING 
ON A WOODEN BAR. SO FAR, HER TRAINER HAD 
TOLD HER THAT HE HAD HEARD THE STORY OF 
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PAL LUNG, А DRAGON BORN TO А GIRL FROM 
THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION. SHE WAS GIFTED 
WITH А DRAGON. UNFORTUNATELY, SHE DIED 
DURING CHILDBIRTH AND ALL THAT WAS LEFT 
OF HER WAS Å WHITE DRAGON. IN HONOR OF 
THIS, THE PEOPLE BUILT А TEMPLE FOR THAT 
DRAGON ON THE SPOT AND WENT THERE TO 
WORSHIP IT. I DONT KNOW WHY THEY 
WORSHIPED HIM WHEN SHE DIED BECAUSE. OF 
HIM." 

- BECAUSE SHE GAVE BIRTH TO HIM, THATS THE 
FATE OF WOMEN. ONLY THE ORDINARY ONES,” 
SHE ANSWERED HIM. THE END OF THE DAY 
CAME AND SHE WENT TO THE BANQUETING 
HALL AGAIN FOR DINNER. AN EVENT THAT 
TOOK PLACE AGES AGO WAS BEING DISCUSSED 
THERE. BEFORE THE CREATION OF THE WORLD 
AS WE KNOW IT TODAY, THE WORLD WAS RULED 
BY THE GOD INDRA. HE WAS THE BRINGER OF 
RAIN. HE HAD ONLY ONE ENEMY - THE GOD 
VRITRA. VRITRA WAS A GREAT LIMBLESS 
DRAGON HOLDING BACK ALL THE WATER OF THE 
HEAVENS. INDRA HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO KILL 
VRITRA. HE USED LIGHTNING AS A WEAPON 
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AND RODE А SOLAR CHARIOT AROUND THE 
EARTH AROUND WHICH VRITRA WAS SPREAD 
THEY FOUGHT FOR А LONG TIME UNTIL HE 
MANAGED TO HIT VRITRA IN THE GROIN ON 
THE LOWER ABDOMEN WITH LIGHTNING. THE 
DRAGON FELL TO THE GROUND AND SPLASHED 
ALL THE WATER INSIDE HIM. THUS (АМЕ THE 
SEA AND THE WORLD AS WE KNOW IT NOW” 
THERE WAS А MOMENT WHEN SHE HAD THE 
FEELING THAT THE BOY WAS IN THERE 
SOMEWHERE. SOMEWHERE AROUND THE BACK 
WITH OTHER DRAGON SLAYERS. AND $0 WITH ለ 
BOWL OF FOOD, WHICH THE PICLET FINALLY 
FILLED WITH SLICES, SHE WENT TO SIT OUTSIDE 
UNDER THE ROOF BUILDINGS OF NORDIC 
ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS MADE OF SOLID 
WOOD SHE SAT EATING AND LISTENING TO THE 
RAIN. - SORRY. AM I NOT DISTURBING?» A 
VOICE THAT STARTLED HER CAME FROM BEHIND 
HER. HE WASNT REALLY THAT CREEPY. IT WAS 
THE VOICE OF THE BOY WITH THE RIDICULOUS 
HAIRDO. SHE KNEW IT WITHOUT EVEN TURNING 
AROUND. NOW YOURE RUNNING. SHE WAS SILENT, 
LOOKING OUT AT THE FOOTHILLS AROUND, 
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COVERED IN DRIZZLE. THE BOY WAS ALREADY 
STANDING NEXT TO MER. - STRANGELY YOU 
STILL HAVENT GONE TO KILL YOUR DRAGON?» 
-А ABDICATED.” „NO DRAGON SLAYING?» - NO. 
HAVE YOU EVER THOUGHT ABOUT HOW YOU 
GOT HERE? - FROM THE ASHES - YES, BUT 
WHY? ARE YOU ለ DRAGON SLAYER? - WELL, 
PROBABLY YES IE IM TOUGH WITH YOU” SHE 
SAID. WITH ለ PRICKLY SMILE. ALFRED WAS 
STARTLED AT FIRST AND THEN LAUGHED. 
“YOURE RIGHT, THATS HOW IT 15 HE SAID 
AND THEN DISAPPEARED THE SAME WAY HE 
APPEARED DARAGONGARA FINISHED HER MEAL 
AND WENT TO HER CHAMBER, WHERE SHE FELL 
COMFORTABLY ASLEEP SHE THOUGHT THEY 
WERE GOING TO KILL THE DRAGON. HE STOOD 
IN FRONT OF HER AND SPREAD HIS WINGS. HE 
SET HIS NECK Т0 EAT HER, BUT WHEN SHE 
SLASHED HIS EYES, HE CHANGED HIS MIND. THE 
DRAGON AND HIS NAME FLEW AROUND. YOFUNE- 
NUSHI. HE UNHAPPILY SHOWED HER HIS 
VULNERABLE SPOT ON HIS LOWER ABDOMEN. SHE 
STABBED HIM THERE WITH HER SAMURAI 
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SWORD AND HIS BLOOD SPLATTERED HER FACE. 
SHE IMMEDIATELY STARTED GROWING SCALES ON 
THAT SPOT. 

АТ THAT SECOND SHE WOKE UP. YOFUNE-NUSHI? 
THE NAME WAS STILL IN FRONT OF HER EYES. 
SHE HAD GUN PRACTICE TODAY. - COACH. DO YOU 
KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT ለ DRAGON NAMED 
YOFUNE-NUSHI?” - YES, I KNOW THAT МАМЕ HE 
WAS KILLED BY A GIRL FROM OKI ISLAND. 
HOWEVER, THE GIRLS NAME REMAINED 
UNKNOWN. IT IS ONLY KNOWN THAT SHE WAS 
FROM TOKYO WHY? -= THINK IT WAS ME IN ለ 
PAST LIFE.” -,Y0U? DARACONCAR?» - YES. 
-SINTERESTINGLY. HOW DID YOU COME UP WITH 
THAT?» „ THOUGHT ABOUT IT^ - AM, THAT 
EXPLAINS A LOT. OUR FIRST DRAGON SLAYER. I 
ለዘ HONORED OUR QUEEN, HE BOWED TO HER 
FOR A MOMENT BEFORE STANDING UP AGAIN. -, 
NOW START PRACTICING HERES YOUR KATANA, 
HE HANDED HER HER WEAPON. IT ALSO 
MATCHED THE WEAPON IN THE DREAM. 
DARAGONGARA FOUGHT ALL EIGHT WOODEN 
SHOTS AT ONCE. SHE RAN BETWEEN THEM IN 
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HER KIMONO EMBROIDERED WITH GOLDEN 
DRAGONS, CLUTCHING HER WEAPON WITH BOTH 
HANDS. ITS CUTTING SIDE AIMED AT THE PLACES 
THAT WERE CONNECTED - ARMPITS, SHOULDERS, 
NECK. SHE WAS FAST AND DEADLY. SHE HAD 
PERFECT INSIGHT INTO THE WEAPONS BALANCE. 
IT WAS ENOUGH TO ADD A FEW UNITS OF 
ENERGY AND SHE COULD NONCHALANTLY CUT A 
PIECE OF WOOD FROM THE TRAINER. - OKAY, 
THAT WOULD BE ENOUGH. USE MORE OF YOUR 
KUNDALINI - SNAKE POWER. COSMIC ENERGY 
FLOWING THROUGH MAN. HER CENTER IS RIGHT 
HERE, IN THE SACRUM” THE TRAINER SAID, 
POINTING TO HER. =, HAVE YOU TRIED 
SHURIKENS YET? - NO - $0 HERE THEY ARE. 
DARAGONGARA TOOK THE SHURIKENS IN HER 
HANDS AND STARTED THROWING THEM AT THE 
WOODEN TARGETS IN FIGURE FORM. THE FORCE 
WITH WHICH SHE THREW THE SHURIKENS MADE 
EACH OF THEM STICK ONE OF THEIR. TIPS INTO 
THE CENTER OF THE TARGET.- YOU ARE A VERY 
TALENTED DRAGON SLAYER, DARAGONGARA, HE 
PRAISED HER COACH. SHE NODDED SILENTLY, BUT 
HER FACE SHOWED THAT ІТ MADE HER HAPPY. 
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- HAVE YOU HEARD ABOUT THE UKTEN AND 
THE TIANUHWA" - NOT YET, SHE REPLIED - THE 
UKTEN USED TO BE GIANT SNAKES WITH CLECH 
MULTI-COLORED ЖАП SKIN. THEY ALSO HAD 
WINGS AND ANTLERS LIKE DEER. EACH OF 
THESE DRAGONS HAD A GEM CALLED AN 
ULUNSUTL IN THEIR HEAD THEY WERE THE 
SOURCE OF A POWERFUL SPELL THAT COULD 
MAKE HIS OWNER TO PASS BETWEEN THIS 
WORLD AND THE UNDERWORLDTHIS WAS ALSO 
DUE TO THE FACT THAT THEY LIVED IN A 
COMPLEX OF CAVE PASSAGES UNDER THE LAKES. 
THE TIANUHWAS USED TO BE GIANT HAWKS 
WITH А REDDISH COLOR ALL OVER THEIR 
BODIES. THESE BIRDS RESIDED NEAR WATERS, 
JUST LIKE HUMANS. THE BIGGER HUNTERS EAT 
THE SMALLER ONES, $0 THE TLANUHWA BEGAN 
SWOOPING DOWN INTO THE VILLAGE AND 
CARRYING OFF» THE CHILDREN: TO EAT. THE 
PEOPLE OF THE VILLAGE HAD TO STEP IN. AN 
EXPEDITION WENT TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD TO 
FIND А NEST. ONE MAN SAW ለ FEATHERED 
DRAGON FLY INTO THE HIGH ROCKS WHERE THE 
CAVES USED TO BE THE MEN WENT INTO THEM. 
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THEY FOUND THE CHILDREN ІК THE DENS 
FORTUNATELY STILL. ALIVE THERE WERE ALSO 
EGGS AND THEY DECIDED TO DESTROY THEM. 
THEY WERE THROWN OUT OF THE NESTS UNDER 
WHICH THE LAKE WAS. AT THAT MOMENT, А 
FLOCK OF UKTEN WASHED UP FROM IT AND 
STARTED EATING THE EGGS THAT THE MEN 
WENT OUT INTO THE LAKE. THIS INFURIATED 
THE ARRIVING. TIANUHWAE, AND THEY 100 
PLUNGED HEADLONG INTO BATTLE WITH THE 
UKTEN. MEANWHILE, THE PEOPLE FROM THE 
ROCKS RETURNED HOME WITH THEIR CHILDREN 
TO THE VILLAGE. THE DRAGONS FOUGHT EACH 
OTHER FOR SEVERAL DAYS. THE PEOPLE OF THE 
VILLAGE WATCHED AND WERE READY TO DEFEND 
THEMSELVES IF ANY OF THE DRAGONS ATTACKED 
THEIR RESIDENCE AGAIN. BUT INSTEAD, PEOPLE 
SAW THE DRAGONS FLY UP INTO THE CLOUDS IN 
BATTLE FLOCKS AND THEN DISAPPEAR... IT 
WASNT UNTIL A FEW DAYS LATER THAT BLOODY 
SCALES AND FEATHERS STARTED RAINING FROM 
THE SKY. HOWEVER, NOT ONE OF THE DRACONS 
CAME BACK AGAIN» “THATS A TERRIBLE 
STORY, SAID DARAGONGARA IT WAS ALREADY 
347 


EVENING, $0 SHE DECIDED TO WRAP IT UP AND 
WENT TO THE BANQUET MALL THERE, IT WAS 
POSSIBLE TO CUT HER FROM THE CALE ለ FULL 
DAY OF WEAPONS TRAINING. WAS TO BLAME. 
AND THATS WHEN THE YOUNG MAN APPEARED 
NEXT TO HER. -CAN I HELP YOU CUT THE 
ROASTED VEAL? - THANKS, SHE DROPPED THE 
LARGE KNIFE STIFFLY IN HER THIGH. THE BOY 
WRAPPED THE CALLOUSED FINGERS OF -ONE 
HAND AROUND HIM AND GRIPPED THE SIDE OF 
HIS CALF WITH THE OTHER. WITH SLOW LONG 
STROKES, HE CUT OFF THE SLICES OF VEAL. 
THESE FELL STRAIGHT ONTO DARAGONGARAS 
PLATE. SHE TOOK: IT OFF AFTER THE FOURTH 
SLICE AND SAT DOWN. THE BOY LEFT THE KNIFE 
IN HIS CALF AND CAME TO SIT NEXT TO THE 
GIRL. -,D0 YOU HAVE TIME AFTER DINNER? I 
WANT TO SHOW YOU SOMETHING." - WHATS 
GOING ON? -.0 DRAGON” - THAT IT DOESNT 
EVEN SURPRISE МЕ - WE MUST -SLAY THE 
DRAGON TOGETHER.” -,AND HOW DO YOU WANT 
TO DO IT" -JE WE WANT TO KILL A DRAGON, 
WE MUST FIRST SUMMON ONE. - AND HOW DO 


348 


WE DO IT? - HAVE SUCH ለ BOOK FOR THAT. 
DARAGONGARA STOPPED CHEWING. А BOOK?” 
- YES. GRIMOIRE OF THE DRAGON GODDESS 
TIAMAT” - WHERE DID YOU GET IT? 
- IN THE LIBRARY.” -,DID YOU STEAL HER? ARE 
YOU A BOOK THIEF” - NO I AM ALFRED THE 
DRAGON SLAYER.” „TM A DRAGON GIRL. 
DARAGONGAR” „ KNOW REPLIED ALFRED. 
- HOW ... ? THE GIRL PAUSED AND GLARED: AT 
THE BOY. ALFRED STUFFED HIS MOUTHFUL INTO 
HIS MOUTH. AFTER DINNER THEY MADE THEIR 
WAY TO ALFREDS ROOM WHERE HE HAD A DEEP 
RED LEATHER BOUND BOOK UNDER HIS BED. 
DRAGÓN. SKIN. CAREFUL’ HE SAID AND 
OPENED JT IN HALE THEY CAME UP WITH 
REVOCATION FORMULAS. - WHERE WILL WE 
PRESENT IT?" SHE ASKED -,WE HAVE TO 60 
OUT, ЗА) ALFRED. - ВОТ WE HAVE TO BE 
VERY CAREFUL. PEOPLE POSSESSED BY DRAGON 
ENTITIES ARE NOT A PRETTY SIGHT. IT ከ 
USUALLY FATAL,” HE ADDED - HOW DOES IT 
MANIFEST ITSELF? SHE ASKED DARAGONGAR. 
-„IHE PERSON. ІН QUESTION HAS AN 
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UNCONTROLLABLE SEXUAL AND SADISTIC NEED. 
EITHER TO YOURSELF OR TO SOMEONE ELSE» 
DARAGONGARA MERELY SIGHED AT THAT. S0 
THEY RAN OUT TO THE STONY PLAIN АТ THE 
FOOT OF THE MOUNTAIN AND HERE THEY 
PREACHED IN UNISON IN TWO KEYS. 

WARRIOR DRAGON FROM THE TEMPLE OF 
ТАМАТ OPEN YOUR WINGS OPEN YOUR EYES 
LIVE YOUR BREATH PUMP YOUR HEART RISE ON 
THIS HOLY BLOOD LET IT BE MY BATH AND I 
WILL RISE FROM YOUR BLOOD WITH SCALY SKIN. 
THE WIND RACED THE CLOUDS IN THE 
OVERCAST SKY MOVED QUICKLY TO REVEAL A 
MOON THAT ILLUMINATED THE ENTIRE PLAIN. 
THERE WAS A WAIL FROM THE ROCKS ABOVE 
THEIR HEADS. THE DRAGONS CRY ECHOED OFF 
THE MOUNTAINTOPS WITH A , RESONANCE OF 
SOUND. THE VOICE OF SOME DRAGON SLAYER 
RANG OUT. WHAT DID YOU DO?» WE 
SUMMONED. A DRAGON” -1 KNOW, I HEARD 
HIM," STUTTERED ST. GEORGE. - YOU BASTARDS! 
SUMMONING A DRAGON AT THE WRONG TIME. 
YOU HAVE NO IDEA WHAT A BAD CONJUNCTION 
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CAN DO” - AFTER ALL, THE EVOCATION WAS 
SUCCESSFUL! - HAVE YOU SEEN THE DRAGON 
YET? EVOCATION SUCCEEDS EVERY TIME IN 
REFUGIO. ITS JUST THAT THE DRAGON 
SOMETIMES WONT TAKE THE SHAPE YOU 
EXPECT. 

- WHAT DO YOU MEAN? - AS I SAY! WELL, NOW 
YOULL HAVE TO CLEAN UP WHAT YOUVE DONE. 
BRING ON THE BLIZZARDS! ST. GEORGE SHOUTED 
TO THE BUILDING WHERE SEVERAL CURIOUS 
HEADS WERE LOOKING TO SEE WHAT WOULD 
HAPPEN NEXT. WITHIN MOMENTS, BOTH ALFRED 
AND DARAGONGARA FOUND THEMSELVES FULLY 
ARMED IN THEIR LIGHT ARMOR AND ON THEIR 
WAY TO THE MOUNTAINTOPS. A SERIES OF 
FUJAR PLAYED BEHIND THEM, LEADING THEM TO 
А FAIR PORTION OF THE ROCKS. WHERE THE 
ROCKS WERE NARROW, THEY WENT AROUND IT. 
IT WAS ለ PEACEFUL NIGHT. ONLY GUSTS» OF 
WIND GUIDED THEM WHERE THE PILGRIMACE 
LED THE FUJARAS HAVE DIED DOWN. ONLY 
THEIR BREATHS г RHYTHMICALLY ACCOMPANIED 
THEM. BUT THIS WAS NOT AN EROTIC SCENE. 
BOTH WERE HEADED FOR POSSIBLE DEATH. BY 
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THE LOOKS ON EACH OTHERS FACES, THE EYES 
SAID THAT THEIR BRAINS HAD THOUGHT OF IT, 
BUT THEIR EGOS WERE UNAVAILABLE ON EITHER 
SIDE. SHOW HER А DRAGON OR DRAGON, THATS 
WHAT THEY CALL IT HERE, ALFRED THOUGHT. 
BUT THEY ARE NOT HERE IN REFUGIÓ HERE 
THEY ARE IN THE ROCKS ON THEIR WAY TO 
KILL THE DRAGON. THIS DRAGON DOESNT HAVE 
А NAME YET. FOR NOW SHE ONLY HAS AN 
EVER-CLOSER ECHO OF HIS ROARS FROM THE 
ШІК - WE WILL HAVE 10 LIGHT THE BEAMS 
SOON.” - OR JUST A FIREPLACE.” - „AND WHERE? 
- ANYWHERE” "WELL, AT LEAST SOMEWHERE UP 
THERE, NOT HERE IN THE PASS.” -.AND WHY? 
"WE WOULD DIE ВЕКЕ -,NOT AT АП, NEVER!» 
THE GIRL DREW HER KATANA. - NEVER SAY 
NEVER. WE WILL DO BETTER IF WE CAMP 
SOMEWHERE BELOW THE МАК» -0К THEN.” 
THEY CONTINUED ON THEIR WAY ACROSS THE 
ROCKS TOWARDS THE SUMMIT. THERE WAS 
GRAVEL UNDER THEIR FEET, WHICH THEY 
DEMOLISHED UNTIL THEY HAD A VIEW FROM 
THE TOP OF THE SMALL ROOF OF THE REFUGE. 
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SKE WAS PERHAPS EVEN MORE BEAUTIFUL FROM 
HERE THAN UP CLOSE IT STOOD OUT IN THIS 
WAY IN THE INTEGRITY OF ITS DETAILS, LIKE A 
WOODEN DRAGON FROM THE MAIN BEAM 
STICKING OUT LIKE GARGOYLES, OR THE 
MONUMENTALITY OF ITS CHIMNEYS. ALFRED SAT 
DOWN AND BEGAN TO PREPARE A FIRE WITH 
FLINT. HE RATTLED AT A PILE OF RATTLES. CUT, 
CUT, NOTHING. - SHOW ME, GIVE IT TO ME. 
THE GIRL SUGGESTED KNEELING NEXT TO HIM. 
THEY HANDED HER Å FLINT AND SHE TRIED TO 
MAKE А FIRE MEANWHILE ALFRED 5700) 
LOOKING DOWN AT THE REFUGIA BUILDING. HE 
FELT THAT HE WAS LOOKING TOWARDS THE BAY 
WINDOW WHERE HE HAD HIS CHAMBER. HE 
LOOKED UP AT THE SKY THE STARS WERE 
ALREADY VISIBLE, BUT THEN HE HEARD ለ 
CRASH BEHIND HIM. 

НЕ LOOKED BACK AND TOOK HIS SWORD IN HIS 
RIGHT HAND HE SAW THE DARKNESS OF ТИЕ 
CLOUD AND THE MOVEMENT IN IT $0 GREAT 
THAT HE COULD HARDLY BE SEEN FROM THAT 
CLOSE. -,,ATTENTION! HE KICKED THE 
DARAGONGARA WITH HIS FOOT SO THAT SHE 
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FELL TO THE SIDE АТ THE NIGHT MOMENT AS 
À TONGUE OF FIRE LANDED ON THE SPOT OF 
THE STILL UNDIVIDED HEARTH IN THE NEXT 
MOMENT. THE FLAME IMMEDIATELY MELTED THE 
RUSTLING AND LOGS. DARAGONGARA DREW HER 
KATANA. BOTH OF THEM NOW FACED SOMEONE 
OR SOMETHING COMING OUT OF THEIR SLUSH. 
THE FIRST HEAD CAME OUT FIRST AND THEN 
THE OTHER. AFTER THEM, GIANT CLAWS. ON 
THE FRONT LEGS. THEN THE BODY AND THE END 
OF THE TAIL WITH CLAWS AND A POISONOUS 
SPIKE. „HES A MUTANT» I EXCLAIMED -,J 
NOTICED,” DARACONGARA SAID IN A VOICE 
PROBABLY ONLY TO HERSELF EACH HEAD HAD 
TWO PAIRS OF EYES. THEY SPREAD THEIR GLOW 
ІКТ0 THE NIGHT 50 THAT EVEN THE 
REFLECTION OF THE FIRE DISAPPEARED IN IT. IT 
WENT OFF BUT AROUND THE TWO DRAGON 
SLAYERS AND THE MUTANT DRAGONS BODY 
CONTINUED TO BLAZE HE WAS VERY HELPFUL 
Т0 THEM. 600) SERVANT, БА) MASTER, А5 THE 
SAYING GOES. -„ALERED, WATCH OUT!» SHE 
CALLED OUT LOUDLY TO WARN HIM OF THE 
MUTATED TAIL COMING AT HIM FROM BEHIND 
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FROM THE SIDE HE COULDNT SEE. HOWEVER, 
INSTEAD OF LOOKING BACK, HE LOOKED AT THE 
GIRL, AND WITH THAT THE DRAGONS TAIL HIT 
HIM FULL FORCE WHERE THE YOUNG DRAGON 
SLAYERS RIBS WERE. ALFRED FLEW AWAY, 
LANDING ON THE EDGE OF A ROCK RELIEF 
WHERE HE CAUGHT HOLD OF A PROTRUDING 
ROOT WITH ONE HAND. IN HIS OTHER HAND HE 
STILL HELD THE NEEDLE-SHAPED CORD. 
- ALFRED!” THE GIRL CALLED AS SHE LOST 
SIGHT OF HIM THROUGH THE DRAGONS BODY, 
TRYING TO USE HER SWORD TO FEND OFF THE 
ATTACKS OF THE POISONED TAIL AND HEAD THE 
FIREHEAD WANTED CLOSER» TO THE CLIFF 
WHERE ALFRED HAD FALLEN TO MAKE SURE 
THE ENEMY WAS DEAD OR HER WORK OF 
DESTRUCTION NEEDED TO BE FINISHED WITH 
HIRE BREATH. SHE BENT HER LONG SCALY NECK 
AND RELEASED A STREAM OF HIRE THAT 
NARROWLY MISSED THE DRAGON SLAYERS 
SHOULDER. AT THAT MOMENT, ALFRED REACTED 
NIMBLY AND TOOK ADVANTAGE OF THE 
SITUATION OF THE DRAGONS BODY ABOVE HIM. 
FROM BELOW HE COULD BRILLIANTLY DRIVE THE 
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NEEDLE UNDER THE DRAGONS SCALES AND THEN 
STAB INTO ITS FLESH ALL HE HAD TO DO WAS 
SWING OUT WITH ONE HAND HOLDING ONTO 
THE ROOT. KORD THUS STABBED HIMSELF INTO 
THE DRAGONS OVERGROWN TORSO. 

THE LATTER SCREAMED AND PULLED ALFRED 
BACK А FEW STEPS BACK ONTO THE SOLID 
GROUND OF THE CLIFE ALFRED WAS ALREADY 
HOLDING ANOTHER OF HIS LIGHT SWORDS. IN 
HIS RIGHT HAND WHICH HE STABBED THROUGH 
THE THICK NECK OF THE FIERY HEAD SHE 
STRAIGHTENED UP TO THE SKY IN MORTAL 
PAIN AND A GEYSER OF BLOOD AND FIRE SHOT 
OUT OF HER MOUTH. SHE THEN SANK TO THE 
GROUND TO WHERE THE TIP OF THE THIN 
SWORD WAS STICKING OUT. ALFRED BARED HIS 
TEETH AND DREW ANOTHER SWORD IT ALL 
HAPPENED $0 FAST THAT NOW THE GIRL HAD 
HER EYES FIXED ON HIM. SHE FINALLY MANAGED 
TO DODGE THE HEAD ATTACK BY ROLLING ТО 
THE SIDE AND AT THE SAME TIME DUCKING 
HER TAIL NOW SHE JUST LEAPED OUT OF HER 
CROUCH WITH ALL THE STRENGTH SHE HAD IN 
HER LEGS AND SPUN AROUND IN THE AIR AND 
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WITH ALL HER WEIGHT AND AIR RESISTANCE 
PLUS THE FORCE OF GRAVITY SME LANDED THE 
BLADE OF HER KATANA BETWEEN THE SCALES 
OF THE WEAKEST PART OF THE FEAR AND CUT 
IT. ONLY NOW WITH BLOOD AND POISON 
SPRAYING FROM THE DRAGON AND THE LAST 
HEAD SCREAMING ITS PAIN INTO THE AIR, 
WERE THE TWO DRAGON SLAYERS АМЕ TO 
APPROACH EACH OTHER AGAIN. THE LAST HEAD 
RELEASED А SPRAY OF ITS POISONOUS LIQUID 
AROUND IT. IT LANDED ON THE LEATHER PART 
OF ALFREDS ARM ARMOR. HE SAW THE ACID 
ETCH THE SKIN AND FIZZ. HE NODDED HIS HEAD 
AT THE GIRLS INSTRUCTION. SHE JUMPED UP 
HIGH AND WITH ONE SLASH CUT OFF THE 
REMAINING HEAD OF THE DRAGON, WHICH FLEW 
SOMEWHERE TOWARDS ALFRED, AND HE IMPALED 
IT THROUGH THE EYE AND MOUTH ON HIS 
CORD WITH ONE JUMP AND LUNGE. -,ፅ0 
THIS. . . » THE GIRL SAID AS THE REST OF 
THE NECK HIT THE GROUND AND THE DRAGONS 
SHORT LEGS TWITCHED THE GIRL CALMLY 
WALKED AROUND THE DRAGON CORPSE TO THE 
FIRE AND ALFRED HE ROASTED THE DRAGONS 
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HEAD IMPALED ON HIS CORD OVER THE FLAMES. 
T HOPE YOU DONT EAT IL SHE SAID. „NO I 
WONT, HE REPLIED LOOKING AT THE HEAD А5 
IT. CRUMBLED, IT. OOZED BLOOD AND POISON 
THAT FIZZED AND FOAMED. -, WOW," 
DARAGONGARA SAID. ALFRED TOOK THE WHOLE 
SWORD IN BOTH HANDS AND SWUNG IT UNTIL 
THE HEAD FLEW OFF THE BLADE. FAR AS FAR 
AS THE REFUGE BUILDING. THEY WILL. BE 
HAPPY, HE REMARKED THE GIRL LAUGHED AT 
THAT. HE THEN WALKED UP TO HER AND 
HUGGED MER. DARAGONGARA SMILED АТ HIM 
BUT THEN STEPPED BACK. - THE DRAGON STINKS 
HERE, SHE REMARKED -,AND-YES. WELL, SHALL 
WE GO BACK?» - SHALL WE GO INVESTIGATE HIS 
SERVANTS? MAYBE THERE WILL BE A TREASURE. 
WHERE THERES A DRAGON, THERES ALWAYS 
TREASURE" SHE SUGGESTED HEY, YEAH HE 
AGREED. HE PULLED ለ TORCH FROM HIS 
RUCKSACK ON HIS BACK AND LIT IT ON THE 
KINDLED FIRE. HE THEN SET OFF WITH THE 
GIRL BY HIS SIDE INTO THE CAVE. ITS RELIEF 
WALLS WERE FULL OF ORNAMENTS AND 
FIGURES. SOME OF THEM WERE FAMILIAR TO 
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THEM. THE ENTIRE CAVE LOOKED LIKE ONE BIG 
DRAGON HATCHERY, PUT IT WAS COMPLETELY 
EMPTY AND MUSTY. THE PAIR SULLENLY WALKED 
OUT OF THE LAIR AND SLOWLY MADE THEIR 
WAY BACK DOWN THE ROCK TOPS DOWN TO 
THE REFUGE BUILDING. THEIR LEGS WERE 
ALREADY SPINNING ON THE WAY DOWN FROM 
THE MOUNTAINS. THEY TRIPPED OVER EACH 
OTHER AND IT WAS A WONDER THEY DIDNT 
SOMERSAULT DOWN INTO THE VALLEY OF THE 
BUILDING. EVENTUALLY, HOWEVER, THEY 
REACHED THE BOTTOM OF THE VALLEY 
EXHAUSTED THEY HAD NO IDEA IF IT WAS ለ 
HALLUCINATION OR A DREAM, BUT A LION RAN 
TOWARDS THEM. ALFRED AGAIN IMPALED THE 
DISCARDED DRAGONS HEAD ON HIS CORD AND 
TOGETHER THEY CARRIED IT AS A SYMBOL OF 
VICTORY TO THE BUILDING WHERE ST. GEORGE 
AND SOME DRAGON SLAYER WITH A NECKLACE 
OF DRAGONS TEETH THAT HE HAD NOT SEEN 
BEFORE STOOD THE LION IMMEDIATELY LICKED 
AT HIM. -,፲፲[5 IS BRUNCLIK, THE CZECH 
DRAGON SLAYER. HE HAS COME HERE 70 
WELCOME YOU AS VICTORS AND PROUD DRAGON 
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SLAYERS. I HOPE YOU FOUND IN THE [ለዉ THE 
MOST IMPORTANT THING THAT TODAYS DRAGON 
HUNT HAD TO GIVE YOU» - WE DIDNT FIND 
ANYTHING THERE. WAS THERE А HIDDEN 
TREASURE?» - I TOLD YOU! -,CALM DOWN KIDS. 
THE MOST VALUABLE THING YOU COULD FIND IN 
THAT SITUATION WAS YOURSELE THAT IS, EACH 
OTHER. 
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"WIN о am PANES, не 


WAS ለ ፪፪ 0" VIER Á 
HE HYPOCRITES, ‘THEMES 
IEMERS. 


ОХ 


АМАКЕ НО ТНЕ 


[ЇЇ DINGER, BUT 
ҮШ STRUCH THE CLOCK 


OF TWELVE O'CLOCK ፳፲ 
SINCE OUR RENT —UNCLE В NO LON 


፪፻, ALTHOUGH ONLY IN 
HS CLOTHES. <<, „ПО 


ШІ 
WEEN ST 


ШІ 


MS ONLY STATED: TT T 
ON IE GROUND ҮЕ STRANGE SYMBOL WAS HINTED ቨ CRAVED 


ШИШ 


та 


ШЫ 


UNS ШЇ AND REMBRANDT STOOD ON IE 
መነ ብበ HE CLOUDS. FLOAT ACROSS THE SAY BOVE: THE TEST: ШЇЇ. ዘዝ, 
STENSEN, AND OVERTIME ፲፻ WANNE WOUN NS 
ዘዘ THAT THIS DD NOT BODE WELL. THE ዘ፻ቺ!ፒ WADING MOON WATS ТО T3 FULL MOON, THE MORE T 


FIND TS NUR WERE FSTRULUGUTLLY PREDESTINGD FOR THR AC 
T TH MOMENT WHEN BOTH ዘር PRUSED IN THE ЗЯМЕ DIRECT POST 


ТІЛІ [ WILL BE EXACTLY FIVE ደ 


[1 89 WU. =, 
GER HERE," ЇЙ 


፻ ፳፻ WE FOUND NHS DIY. Т 


TERRACE F MER. FAMILY ЕЛІ 


SPECTCULAR ЛЕ. 5001 


ТІМ, -, „АО THAT'S M WE 


DESPITE THAT,” НЕ PULLED OUT А TWISTED PRRCEMENT FROM UNDER 
WATS HIGHLIGHTED BUT NOT MATEN. 
SHOULD BE USED T THES TNE IN THS PLACE, ONE OF THEM TAPPED JS ST 


INTO THE STONE: TIERE WERE 


TN 


E 


OR 


FROUND HERE... ТЕЕ THEY Tae) I PROTECTIVE CIRCLE ILLUMINATED BY CENILS AT TE MAN FONTS 
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OF ፻ቨድ-ሽዘ፳፲ሽ3ቨሾ. ТИЕ OTHER OF THEM RENTED IS ШК ИД BOTH OF 
THER ENDS. ፲፻ SCROLL RUSTLED РМО WA THROWN INTO COUNTER GUSTS OF WIND ANT Wi OFEND. 
THE ONE HOLDING [T BEGAN TO-READ I. THE STRANGE MUTTERING GAVE GOOSEBUMPS, BUT ፲ ANEW WIRT 
НЕ WAS DONG. ዝ፻ OTER HÅND, THE OTHER YOUNG MAN ҮЙ N TENSE КИСИЯТОЖ. THEY ፳፲ 
SUSPECTED ዘ WIS GONG ON. TER GREAT UNGE WAS INVOLVED IN ፲፻ OOD FLL HS LFE UNTIL HS 
RUTHER MYSTERUUS DEMISE. ||! VLL, ፻ LISTED: HIS TWO ONT = NOON [B HONORARY HERS TO 


፡ Т НЕЙ. OF COURSE, 17 HO ITS ОЛАН SD. IE RUNG ESTATE WAS SECLUDED, M 


FRINGES OF SOCIETY. EVEN THE LOCALS FROM ТИЕ NERY VILLIGE OF OWEN CONSIDERED THER GREAT 


UNCLE FL lli. HOWEVER, Wap THE TWO COLINS FOUND IN THE RT —UNCLE"S DIS LED THEM 
ዝ ፳፲ እ ጀዛ! WHO PAD NOT SET POOT IN A CHURCH SINCE HE COULD WE UP HS OWN 


ዘሀ. S) ቨ ፻፲፳፻ Acre) ck. HE ቭ፲ NS LPE ТО TRAVEL ROUND ТЇ WU, T 
DANGEROUS REGIONS FIND SJUDY SECRET SCIENCES. MT 5 ነዛ THEY WERE WORE MAN SURPRISED MAN 
THEY DISCOVERED HA SECRET OF UNHOLY КОШПО / PND HS EXPERIMENTS: | RT V HE PLSD 
LEFT THEM THIS SCROCL AND OTHER DOCUMENTS, FOR THE МЕСЕЗУГУ OF THE SUCCESS OF TH МТЛ. 16 
[፻፲ FRHEVEMENT ዘ THIS OSCPLNE WAS IRD. HOWEVER, HE DD NOT ሀደ TO SEE በ, 
“ЕЛҮ OPPURTUNTY ONLY OCCURS UNE EVERY FEW. DECIDES, EVEN HUNDREDS OF ፳ሺ. 

. 8 ዉሐ MIT TE WN: HOWEVER, MER OF ТӨ HAD ІМ BQ WIM NE 
(ГЕ WOULD BE IN ШҮ. SU TREY. WERE BOT, FS TY M, Rr Pl. AND SD, OUT OF 
PURE CURS, THEY DECIDED ON THS ATTEMPT, PAD FOR SONE FL SEUL CT. TE ONE WHOSE VOE 
КЇЇ THE FORBDDEN-WORDS IND EVERYTHING Т ЇЇ DOWN ТО THE LAST UTR, RUN ТО IS 
QT UL DES. ፻ነበር I NED АООТ RAVEN MING WITH HS. በሽ. НЕ LET TH 
WIND TT URGED HS GUDE g. AFTER REDING ME LAST SYLLABLES, IR rü) q ho H PREFFRED 
MU IN TH BOWL N ШІ OF HM, ANO THATS WHEN HE REICHED FOR THE NEO ROMAN BELL FORGED 
FROM ELECTI MICH PND RANG T. AT THAT MOMENT, ፻፲ፐ MAS DISTORTED AND ፒ SURROUNDING 
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WORLD TOU Па. їйї GATES ТО THE ARAL OF ТЕ DD, WO m ү DE IND MER 
CONTAINERS NON ፲፻ GIC. 

ГҮ TE ШИТ RT — UNCLE ARTHUR РМО FLL WHO HID o ТІК am ЦК. 
TWO MEN STOOD N THE MOONLIGHT WALANG IN THE GARDEN. ነ WATCHED THE AURE MOVE SLOWLY FY 
(ШШ BS THE LAWN- [ ነር ЛЕТ BD ፳፲ ROBE PLOTTING А FEW CENTIMETERS ABOVE 
THE ሀ. SEBATIAN MOVED CLOSER РАО fe ፒ MANTE DUST OF THE GUN INTO ТИЕ IREN UNDER ሺ 


FUD TU REVEN TE PLASTIC FORM OF Me ፳፲. A WOMEN THEY KNEW ሸመ]: W OF MM: 


FOR W'S SHE, ፻፳, TER ALL, DNS MS снет, UR ORT UNCLES 
ЖИ." | FOR GUD, FOR E IU ፪፻, НЕ REVVED IER." —, SES TUWE TT f 
ዘ SN ЇЇ. =, OT WOULD ዘዝ ዝ EVEN ዘ ዘ፪ U EI. IS DARK 
FOR." =, MW ШЙ A PEFC BRANO OF ИС, ULL MENA. Ou IF 

TE ዘመዷ” =, „LU, IEE TE ПЕ МШШ. IONS OF ТЕ АСТОН OLE,” መጡ 
SD IND WI STF ИЕ UNCOVERED ЕКТ OF መሠ aN, MOST IES INJ ፲፪ 
FLOVERS, то ፻፻፪ WAT WS ODEN ON TE SUF. JUST TEN, WN THE SID UNDER N 
HARD ED Ж ፲፻, FRON АМИТ ТЕРУ ТЕЕ VS ВОИН, TE GST OF 
GET (ЇЇ II. HER ОАЕ, ПИ-ПИ GS FRED ОЛ FAON UNDER DER DEM — 
AS. ge ELD THEM OUT T E (DW fB F 3 tgl ap TG FROM FIRE ch. 
ЕТІ. HOVEVER, ТЕНГЕ И ИСИМ. ACTNG AFTER ЖИГ, BY THE WIN TIE MR 
FEL FROM. ЗЕ ዘ THM ነጠ HER ШЕ ፳፻. TRCALE OF OUST, ACTING U ЗІЛІ, 
TE) FROM ER OVE VEL OF NME FLESH WFT UP TO TE, PUT MAT MOMENT ТЕ 
SN OF HS THE CRRLES B WISE ТШЕ ТЕ ШОН. MY GID, ፲፻ 
ЇЇ WE WR ON MALS 002" ከመ LODO ROD. ዘዌ ፳፪. TE NIV 
TØETANS LLED TI oN TE MOUT, ከሀ ፐፐ ፳፪ PERSON ነር MI TO TOWER TR 
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ДУТО АММА WE ATI USED N I. E DOESN'T CR IT YO IN EIC RR. 
IE VEL JW RB EVEN TOU НО T WLL ТШ ТЕ IM. ШЙ CRN 
CLD ТӨӨ "SHIRTS", TY ВЕС PON WiO 1 RECT АТ 
ዘሯ ዘ, WH TER ETA 106 ዘጠ ТЕ IN "ЛШ". TH 5 W ТЕ ТІР WI 
POLS. THEY ONLY CT TN ТО TER acer WI TEN, ONLY TE TR OR RE IE 


e WAS EVO, BUT THIS В TE MASTER OF THE ዘ፳ቪ FORM OF THE DERD ከዐ In FAT. 


- ጠየ, THES SPELL ONLY ORIG UP TO [CERTE DEGREE. OF DECOMPOSITION OF THE BODY, BUT [T 
DEPENDS ON THE NECROMFNCER'S ШЇ POWER. ТААТ IT, IN HISTORY , THESE RITUALS WERE NOT 
ALLOWED ፲፻ DONE IN CEMETERIES AND MISS GRAVES, BECAUSE ዘቨ IRD TO US NOW WOULD BE IN 
DANGER. ONLY cf GREAT UNCLE, ШЕ ፻፻ሽ CRYPT, ШШШ.” — E VETO 
60. LOOR መሽ, MERE IFE SOME STRINGE FIRES OVER TIERE КІРЕМІЗ, HE АНТО 10 
COUN Ми | ቺዝ ÜN TOWARDS ТЕ ҮШ. Kö logge Т MERE. NE, 
፳፻፻፻ FIGURES STOOD THERE, ЇЇ SONS ነጠ| GLOWING EVES. << „ДЕСИ ПО, UNCLE 
ARTUR BROUGHT А CAT — LIRE ፻፳! OF PREV HERE FROM HS EXPEDITION TO APRA. HE BRAGGED ABOUT НЕА 
ÅT HUNTING PARTIES АКО AMUSED HINGELE BY TOSSING FER LIVE GAME. DESPITE THE НЕТ THT НЕ TREATED 

~~ Rf BETTER THAN HS EN FC, IN THE END SHE UNFORTUNATELY SENT TAD HE LET HER TRE THE GREAT, 


TESTO OR, STINE CT UNE HSE WB ART INTL TS IT ሀዚ. SE 


MUST HAVE СИВЕР OUT ЇЇ WILL TRY TO TERR UG ИЙТ, ነር ር TO 0. " REMBRANDT LOOKED UP 10 
NS OLDER ПД}, ШҮ VERY WELL WET HE HAD BEEN THROUGH ዘ THE LAST FEM IVS I THE ዘዝ 
ПТМ CRIT. Үй ШӨ ENERGY FROM ПУ CDM, ҮШТІ BETRE FIT. 

FOR EIT VS; 00 NO ፳፻ LOVE То WOVEN OF DRINA UU. Y WERE LOVE ШЕ 
MUCH WI КИ ЇЇ, LET [ШЕ WII STRANGERS, FREFERBLY ТШЕ. CY D, BNF MN 
THOUGHT POUT THE PEOPLE WNO DID HERE, AND በቪ ТО ሽን THEY MANAGED ሽ መ፻፣ THE LIST 
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FONT — FASTING- THERE WIES NUT ዘ FOR FOOD. OF ШЕПТЕ WIN MYSELF MODE. 
ТЕКЕ ፻፻፻ሻ PERSON, ዘ USES THE INNERMOST [በ(፻0በ፻፻፻1||ዝ፡ AND TI 
ЇЇ SHOULD THEN ge REFLECTED N ቪር ነ፻ THE R, WHETHER THEY НІНЕ [| 
INTO QD DR BI Sg. T IS H CHALLENGNG DUE FOR BEGNNERI. ዘዝ THER LEGS WERE 
[፻፲ ከፒ SHOULDERS, JUST BEFORE ТЇШЄ ШҮ FINGERS OF THE SERVANT ЧЕЙ, MD НКО 
© ШІ CLUNG TO ӨЛІ ОД SO ШШ LIFE, COULD TOUCH MEN. А FEW METERS BEHIND: 
г КМ, SOVETIING NIM УЛРКО WII A ዝበ cy E ONY GROUND. HOWEVER, THE TVU BROTHERS 
[URI FOUND THEMSELVES BEHIND THE Н ОА OF THER GREAT — UNCLE ЛШ" FIL RESTING 
PLCE. THE CRYPT ҮЙ JW, ፳፲ ШЇП DOWN TE WALLS. ONE OF THEM TITIO ТЕ GET 
UNCLES TON AND BEGAN S ТЇЇ. BUT NOTHING TOD. "| ЄТ БЄЙ," SEBASTIAN 
MD. — НЕ FRE CONNECTED ነጠ OUR ETT UNCLE BY OUR BLOODLINE," HE EXPLAINED) ДО ПН 
XOU CONCENTRATION ON THE PERSONALITY OF THE DECEISED, НЕ RECTED Me TEXT FROM CAP 
AFTER WIE, ፲፻ SUV OF THE UNCLETS РАСЕ APPEARED ABOVE ፲፻ TOMB, ON THE VILL IN TIE 
ШТ OF ፲፻ BURNING NOLE, FIND | NUFFLED, TERRY GREETING ҮЙ II FROM THE ТОЮ. ዝነ 
ዘጠ ዘ LONGER NECROMINCY, ዘቨ THE (0548 ነዝ ዘ THE ሽዝንበጠ OF ТЇЇ. 
=, ONY," WHISPERED BNN በፀ НЕ. AND ፳፲፲ሽ| ҮЙ AT GRO ОПЕК. | 
SST ШИ, НЕ ЕШ TE ÓN ИЙЕ TT EVEN S YOUNGER CUN HD RED 
SOMETHING N HS GREAT UNCLES NOTES. THE ЗЛО МЕКО IN NICATION. КОМ WAS F GOOD ደ 
TO RH QUESTIONS HU THE FUTURE. —, UNCLE ARTHUR, HOW DO WE STOP TE МИТЕ OF ТК 
BEAST YOU BROUGHT |” — , DELUSION!” THE NIE OF THE CREATURE, ሺ IB GREIT- 
UNCLE HAO ШЙ ҮШҮ. МЕ), RUMBLED FROM ТЕ GRAVE. -, ЗІЛІК FORME!" ЛЕ 
፲፻ VOCE TROUGH THE (WT CONTINUED. << „IE WANTS TO TERR E ፻፲ ፪ሽ ነቨ | OD ТО НИ 
DUANE HS LG. ፪ ሽሽ ዘ FROM THE DANGEROUS WILDERNESS AND ሽሽ ዘዘ NERE ND 
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ШҮ THT TOREAT MY COMMAND ТИЕ BODIES OF BOTH BESTS AND ut.” BOT CUN 
MINO JO REMEMBER MEIR (UI VETAS, WHEN THE TORN BODRS>OF PORCHERS AND TE ТІНЕ 
FROM THE MINORS FOREST. WERE FOUND ሀሀ HERE ቨ COASTS. — TMISS IT! WE'LL LET ТЕ 
MONSTER IN, ШЕТ THE ፻፲ UNCLE'S SOUL F THEY ነበበ TO REST ТЕЕ," SUGGESTED 
፳፻ SEBISTIIN NODDED SLENTLY. ld!“ GREAT UNCLE ARTHUR SHOUTED. — , „DON'T 
© LET TIT CURSED SPRIT N TERE’, BUT VOUARE THE SHNDOWS THOTT HE CROSSED ፲፻ THRESHOLD OF ፲፻ 
፡ PROTECTIVE ፲፻," CONTINUO THE ፻ሸ OF THE GREAT —UNCLE NI WEN TONE, I THE 
CONTOURS ОР HS FRIE ON THE WALL BEHIND THE ШЕ ТЕ IN THE MOVEMENTS ТШЕ, ҮШ 
WS STLL IM BY A FLING АРТ. —, YOU'RE WRONG, ፳፲ ሀር, SEBASTIAN IND | PROVIDED F 
PROTECTIVE RING AROUND THE ESTATE," REMBRANDT TURNED ТО HM T THE LOT MOMENT, BEFORE GUNG 
UP THE FIRST fl. Mc c FROM ME CRYPT ТО ፲፻ MASSE STEEL DOOR. ЖИМ, WI ҮЙ 
WELANG FRONT. OF ዝ, REVEVBERED HOW IN HS OLD FOE HS GREAT UNCLE ТӨ FRON 
LONELINESS SU MUCH ТАЙТ HE Hb BECOME SUCH ЇЙ ፲ቨ НЕ WAS FALL LEFT LONE, WITH ONLY 
HS ESTATE በሀ GHOSTS. AND OF COURSE THE MADNESS ТНАТ ዘዘ FIN EVEN NOW КҮР POSTHUMOUS 
) ፻፳ኢር. ፒ VOCE OF TE ሀከ WORDS WAVERED, UP ዝ DOWN IN በጠ KEYS. ES 
ТЕЛ," ЗАО SEBS, WHO WAS THE FIRST pu. 
х2, „ДЕЦА ዝዘጀ ገሸ GT UNCLE FUSE ö, ክመ SUPPORTED I СОМ 
PROPOSAL. SEBASTIIN FIRMLY PRESSED THE STEEL HANDLE OF THE HEAVY DOOR ЇЇ SLOWLY OPENED [T 
WDE WITH LOUD መሽ. A WIND FIS РАСЕ FS ТЕШ —Ү ШЕТ RUSHED . በዘመ 
REBRANT BACH AGAINST THE WALL. THE ONLY LUCK. SEBASTIAN WAS ABOUT TO JUMP TO HELP FROM BEND 
TIE DOOR, BU RW THROUGH НЕ ENTIRE CRYPT DOWN ТО HIS ШЕЛІ HE 3⁄8) WITH PLL 
HES MG NTO THE WALE, ЖҮГІ CREAT UNCLE ARTHUR'S SHADOW WAS ШІ PROJECTED. NOT ONLY 00 
HE BLOW OUT THE UNE, НЕ EVEN BROKE I. AT ፲፻ ТИЕ МОМЕНТ, ТНЕ ОЕСЕРЗЖОРУЗОШЕТТЕ FLD 
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ሀ፻፻5, АКО ШС በጠ CRACK GREW ON LL ON DET ЧӨ BY 
SLENGE AND ፲፪ COULD ВЕ ҮШ HERE.. THE COUSINS CLOSED ТИЕ CRYPT FROM ፲፻ OUTSIDE |М) 
MADE ዝ ዘ МОЕ Me МАСТ. —, „WE STILL HAVE I Ime E BEFORE ТЕГ HOUR 
PASSES, " ЗАО SERI, СООНКО ПТ THE CLOCK NONG AWAY FOREVER. HE TOO HOLD OF TIE CRADLE 
ТІСТІ በሀ BROUGHT [ CLOSE TO ME PORTRAIT. ፻ THE ሺሸ, ዘዘ ON ТИТ MALL 
МОЛИО THE МОРЕ У МАСЕ. -, GJERE TERCAN, ТЇЙ NECKLACE, በ GOLD RNG በሀ YOUR 


spre e,“ ЧИТЕ ДІ 111111] FRONT OF TAT በቢ PRT OF TE ROOM; 
TE FIT REPRESENTED SOME АМО OF FETISH OF Е DECERSED. AROUND WERE BULT ЙЕ WIM ВО | i I 


N WI SE LOVED ТО . SEARSTAN LIT ALDE ፳፲ INCENSE MORD ҮЛ PEG WI "ТІГІ 
ሺሀ EVOCRTON ØYE, "ЕЙ FROM UNDER HS BLACK BOX. ПЕИЗКЛМОТУЪТ WATCHED. ТЕ 


PICTURE ONCTHE WALL SEEMED ТЇ FA ПУ GRUE ON II, AND I TI MOMENT SOMETHING АРОК. ТЕ 
ШЕЙШЕ WALL SEENED TO JUMP ፲፻ SEVERAL MINUTES FN ЛІ? ӨЙҮ AT THE 


МӘТІН OF FOUR O'CLOCK IN THE MORNNG. THEY BEEF ТО BE AND ፲፻ Mols ፳ሽ፻ ЗЕЕНЕР ТО BE 
ТӨШЕ. THEY REMAINED N ር STUE POSITION IN THE NORNNG, ПОТІЄ COUSINS, ШЕШ PCED 
AGAIN, RESORTED ТО LEAVING TIE ሽ፲; SITE ЇНЇ WOODS BELOW TE MOUNTAINS OF ТНЕ TOY 


KA Щи OF OVEN. 


% 4 › 


REVELATION OF 
JALU 


WAS HARD FOR HE TO SLEEP, I TOSSED AND TURNED ALL 


ү 


2222 NIGHT, BUT I COULDN'T WAKE UP FROM THAT NIGHTMARE, 
AS IF SOMETHING WAS HOLDING ME THERE. I FELT HOW MUCH POWER 
OVER THE UNIVERSE, OVER ALL STAR CONSTELLATIONS, HAD BEEN 


GAINED ВУ АМ AS YET UNKNOWN AND UNNANED ENTITY. I SAW HER. I 
HAVE NO IDEA IF IT WAS MEANT TO BE МУ HIDDEN UNIQUENESS OR JF SHE 


CHOSE МЕ ON PURPOSE SO THAT I COULD CARRY HER MESSAGE. IT 
HOVERED ABOVE THE MILKY NEBULA IN ITS FOLL SPAN. SHE GAVE Å 
MUTATED IMPRESSION. Å THOUSAND EYES SHINING, AS IF SHE COULD 


SER INTO МУ VER? BONES. SHE THEN SNORTED AND STEAM EMERGED 
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FROM HER NOSTRILS, COVERING THE ENTIRE NEBULA EVEN NORE. Ат 
THAT SHE OPENED HER MOUTH LIKE THAT-ELONGATED CROCODILE. SHE 


DISPLAZED HER DOUBLETFANGED SMILE LIKE Å MAN—ERTING SHARK. 
THE MEMBRANE BETWEEN HER JAWS TENSED.ACAÍN LIKE THE WINGS OF 


THOSE BATS WHEN TAKING OFF OR GLIDING. THE TONGUE HAD THE FORM 
OF Å DOZEN SMALL TENTACLES IN ONE TOFT. THEZ WEREN T THE ONLY 
ONES THAT SQUIRHED, SO DID HIS LIMBS, WHICH, LIKE HIS ENTIRE 
8097), WERE COVERED IN Å THICK LAYER OF SCALES. ITS BACK WAS 
ADORNED WITH እ DOMINANT AND MONUMENTAL FIN, ABOVE WHICH 


HOVERED THE TIP OF ITS TAIL WITH A POISONOUS ТІР. AND ÅT THAT 
MOMENT SHE BIT ME WITH HER NIMBLE MOVEMENT AND FILLED HZ BODZ 


WITH VIOLENT VENOM, PAIN SHOT THROUGH МЕ AND TT TURNED INTO 
SPASMS IN T7 LIMBS. I FELT PARALYZED, BUT I FINALL? OPENED MZ 
EYES. WAS IT JUST Å NIGHT TERROR? А SHORT EXTREMELY 
TERRIFZING DREAM ASSOCIATED WITH PANIC, SCREAMING "AND 
RESTLESSNESS. I STUDIED МУ PALM WITHOUT A SINGLE FURTHER 
MOVEMENT. THE FINGERS, ACROSS THR PALM TO THE ARM AND THE 


WHOLE BOD? GUIDED THE STRANDS AT Å SLOW РАСЕ CHANGING MY DNA: 
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THE COLOR WAS HARD TO DESCRIBE, PARK. THE CLOSEST SHE HAD TOR 
DARK DEEP PURPLE. IT CHANGED ACCORDING TO THR TENSION IN THE 
CONTRACTION OF THE SKIN LIKE A BROISE: THEREFORE, IT ALSO HAD 
SHADES DF GREEN, BLUR, YELLOW AND ORANGE. AFTER Å SHORT 


WHILE, I MANAGED-TO STRAIGHTEN ፒጅ IN A TURKISH SITTING POSITION, 
SO THAT HE COULD SEE THAT THE SAME DARK VEINS WERE ALSO SPREAD 


OVER МУ FERT. BETWEEN МУ FINGERS, THE SKIN THERE WAS SLOWLY 
PRELING OFF. THR NATURAL: PROCESS OF EVER? ANIMAL, ITS 
EXTERNAL CHANGE AND DEVELOPMENT. 

AS DOGS SHEP THEIR FUR IN THR SPRING, AS CRUSTACEANS SHED 
THEIR SHELLS, AS SNAKES SHED THEIR SKIN. SO МУ SKIN GRADUALLY 


PEELED OFF ON PARTS OF H7 BODY. EVEN AT THAT MOMENT I REALIZED 
THAT THOSE TINY PARTICLES OF SKIN. WERE BEING REPLACED ВУ Å 


ROUGHER . THICKER SKIN SIMILAR TO MINIATURE HEZAGONS. MORE 
SPECIFICALLY, SCALES; HAD THE ENTITY REALLY ATTACKED МЕ WITH 
SOME OF ITS METAMORPHIC POLSON? 1 TOUCHED THE TOP OF МУ HEAD ТО 
MZ HAIR. TO MARE SURE IT REALLY. WAS. IN THE AREA CALLED THE 


SYMPATHETIC, I HAD R ROUND PIN, SWOLLEN AFTER THE INJECTION: 
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YES, IT WAS TRUE. INDEED, WHAT I DREAMED IN МУ DREAM WAS Å 
REALITY. МУ JAW ACHED, ASIF МУ WISDOM TEETH WERE REG ROWING AT 


A RAPID PAGE. BUT I HAD THOSE TORN OUT FOR МАТУ YEARS. I STOOD IN 


FRONT GF THE MIRROR AND SAW HOW THE SKIN ON МУ LOWER JAW 
TIGHTENS IN THE HINGE AREA AND THE BONE STRETCHES ITSELF INTO 


THE UNDERBITE. I FITIFULLY GRABBED THE SORE SPOTS AND TRIED TO 
STOP THE PROCESS. IT DIDN'T WORK, БЕӘРІТЕ МУ EFFORTS, MZ 
LOWER JAW STRETCHED ТО А STRANGE GROTESQUE UNDERBITE: IT 
WAS NO LONGER HELD ВУ THE HINGE. SHE WRIGGLED OUT OF IT AND THE 
AREA WAS FLOODED WITH THE STRANGE COLOR AGAIN. I WENT TO THE 
KITCHEN TO GET ICE AND PU T ON THR SORE SPOTS. AT THAT MOMENT, 
THE GLARITY OF МУ MIND CAME OVER МЕ. I RECOGNIZED WHAT WAS 
FLOWING THROUGH М? 8057, IT WAS THE EIGHTH COLOR FROM SPACE — 
OCTARINE: AND EVEN AT THAT MOMENT, AN INCREDIBLE PAIN CAUGHT ME 
INN? WERK PARTS. I RAN TO THE BATHROOM TO RELIEVE MYSELF, ВОТ 
WHAT I SAW SHOOK ME. A SPIKE SIMILAR TO THE ONE THAT PIERCED ME 
GREW OUT OF H7 LIMB, AND THE COLOR OOZEP AND DRIPPRP FROM IT. 


THAT POISON. 1 HEARD ECHOES OF SOME WORDS AROUND ME: 
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—,, KROLOKION GALO, KIRWLWSZUN JALU. " WERT DID THOSE WORDS 
MEAN? WAS THAT THE NAME OF THE ONE I SAW IN MY DREAM? HE 
ACCEPTED THIS AS A SUFFICIENT ANSWER FOR HIS BEWILDERED MIND. 
THEN SOMBONE RANG AND I PICKED UP THE RECEIVER. — „WHO'S 
THERE? THE NOISE INDICATED THAT NO ONE, BUT DESPITE THAT 
SOMBONE ANSWERED IN AN INHUMAN VOICE: —,,CTHULHU FIT AGN. 


CTHULHU AWAITS. ” 
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SO UI 


ly thé Et cane af miy Flashlight måved aling th? walls Thay were 
sacked ала. falling apart, the nikråjersCånbaining dust Тег! tå тақ 
the de adobe [rich used får thé ilar таспа) thas; ancient 
sidus Only the (mains af Мег5фщрһ and images gude thom thar 
app reciatian 114 they madé af thén what thay Were, 15 uwnknåvn pyramidi 
лд under a buet af find est Sand ehe contes af the runi, Valley Busin 
Which ws bated fathi Тап the Vagal ЛЕ «сас the Vulg af the 
Ki and song made af МЕ sand lana Авг е finst lima this giant Eal 
qund af 9 pyramids was \dluscäyered by Disdarus. during thé, 10th Olympic 
балд, Le N. BE ) Jat many have survived since thasé times, but будл. å: It 
Guld bathe Crypt ў Queen’ fer titi, the [cau whi comes: lady af Bath [ands 
As The тіндігін Archivs vorat MERE her, щш 400 day tallas Дан of hår 
Beat гай ag far (15 the Hittite mpirë Elf which sont ከራ Күл м 
nàn them syccsøded Nat déc sé the queen wuh ject fun bit ሯሪራፌር“ራ hé 
was always murdereil Бебе Да ЖР Even reach his Фидел. > if she Was 
жоі del ара he be as dll as ke Жа ከር. only aa ло 
исто од. at lea Per a shart cru Я МЕ. mes the vier теа || 
Bene of the Burlen | anda Mighty ባርት i ይሳ the hal wird wen 
befere- hts [sch He uns padus l ku асале Бае ta rule the Ups: nd ger 
Ле Sudan tå thé Се е af Sinalia He ጩሐ41ሀክ recäived Abs fam all the 
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trading ca itals and unbårtant änt an the map such as € rus, ርጭ 5 па, 
la doe ep akor ይራ (BG antl cigs y thé 1 ም горда እ. 
magnificént fawn in twa parts in cithér side ofthe Ille ди thé. tap E his head 
andthégiterng Альо, гаад called he def, tlie hà da af thé på 
W as а «ሠ af the culónshio af thà tear reach të the ends sf. the 
een e This! manach could 55 pesa ef tha fick ua she was the ሐ 8 
marriage with Uien Nefertiti thc fast lcg af his ከፊ his high шеш; 
phase Өлі» has ta yet laden ау ауага Only the Bedin Nay å 
et ОМА за af exilis an ¿by hasc depicting hé mms. Beauti Ж 
this queen Har grave must bee discóvendd gameday si why nat naw, 

Sancthing Айч séómed #5 hin at th’ pyramids, That shape ASAF ашу a 
айа the chigen nez & hasa, 2812, ld alat fit we thire Ard thase 
erter Gat D ei AE Sa 
ubicado that even ሺረ experts) сви aut have known ДӘМЕ Те only thing 
pérharss even måré mystériaus than her töne was the legendary mythical city af 
Akhetatän Atos Вайса which Was $uppåsdd tå be lend tå paradise an 
earth. SS wu kd thig adyenturas-archaadagist think hé същ find has gayé? 
ТЕБ Per use ha о uk cuin mately che: реве оса that 
ne day hé would appar in thé middle af Avhat Was ре Баш hér сай с. 
ш which ከረ auld така his way after her death just like the Last mörtal 
Cha Арыға it here. Sting has than the Кали“ thé official dasåst tå the riya 
family hà Yourgwehaslagist devoted his whale Ще Uš this mentally mmårtal 
ee Ais if she ¿chal hint And nå he «pant all ағай лай å Way 
Futter Haug the sand shane, arlsa, A if K wer зто kind af mare ዕር 
får the fact that this wasnt Sell. Е vas déadly. k represented the pinnadé af 
Сауат technaláqu in cnstructión The hamka; hé had paid ከጪሐ 5% 
werd alus at right АЛИ ts ¿ch ether, Which meant that the дедрег hå went 
Henne ото аразда wald be He had abré aly passat iuf cit 
Фа Баа làn Stegs алсада, which then zs ac cridi and mira stag 
and thé next све с іл which. hé was. naw. йу йд. He preferred nåt tå 
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think ЫА the way Back The end af thà cana af Licht fund the 3354. cursing 
es the nariw aede Hes brakk Pitched He cauld tall Fam ft. that ib 
want <óméthing the anciónt сал; had Left ኬርጠ ag a virtue for their quen. 
ሺ маал јла that Nad ee éxpirted hå Be years. if nat) décadas. Bow 
ሠ ተርፌ textiles with disintegrated white, ar yz clare Linas sticking at of 
tom Шм sch his райе no had anc come here in 5 avon voy The red sa 
why thay didnt [бамо will prilsalsly плаша mujstéry. After all hé will nat ር. 
the first visar hard since the tanks wets bessere A van anhiz temple Beg 
ta Hals А. This was the se eee hå cand itt direct contact ла 
danger &c гт ил] that filled him with dread and mansvéuble qué stins: 
Adrenaline He Kad chaco But ts Steg зе the remains JE cs 4552 our 
Е accidentally лыб adn the very thing h mis Бауле сарай: thd tae of hs 
she git Und An a puce. of rn sap He back hell рай in fear and partly in 
thé Бе tt iL ou Кар him get ayt af the cal of Li ad and knatted ጩጧ። 
ዝሪ whale ple af зи ша shifted and catered #5 thé gun He fall ön his ІШЕ 
and ክሰ his tailbone ИК Only nao did he realizo that thé sandstand is 
really as hevd cs Е ens at [ሬታ dnd tartar mimet he Lad at tlie pile af 
bare san уви just leg дег. [ms ም Dis tn Sn all Busan 
ала then aks his feet. Cyen $û hå ndina inda futile forward Bend får the cáling 
š th great Lalsyrinth af the angel qas liw. He felt a presse in ше hest ås hé 
Бе in thé scattered dust His Аараф tickled He wanted Es сщ 
EAA hå ме ass the hall [åt homse at af ha barrie plat HE came 
ሐጂና a sca ithe Passage алд continet hår E deco iL tha Seele år 
that He could tell that the elis was eaa E narro hore бл tlie 
sandstind j laa) mystériduisly máved inside thé passage He had tå strth 
himself crass, He hug the flashlight ón hig belt Us next ts the እህ 
flashlight He catala ú др аш 4 mete au [hé ard a 
patata Дели Ва tran the tes af hig hats 
Me task his Flashlight fem fue ВЕ again and але за ኪራ ft led ta complete 
daskné.ss Å Ling cardar full af бъл caught ut the dust stretched ahead 
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Haw зал ал | suppisad vga ከመ thus. hé that wiping his sweaty 
firchéad with ТЕЛЕ Cums af dust in the abwelss/flädted like dauds 
Бб nein. And he didnt ke yar And whats irse he ез hated this 
what saw. Hilda c Spiders Me аара ал а bik өлі 
sa hé knew ha had tš pass Ti turn K back rdw would call intarquestion hig an 
tint fam stat tå finish The fist days а the departnánt b the cámglctz 
pråpdrdtisn får Сур dnd here Ut state nunseume tå fallsw the stand 
Фуз: Hey tidied hor lacks abreddy in Germany, “Thag dör stretched 
Шаш Tuckey and the formar Raja ti the Sahara DELE sal А these 
events places hire. na mese martal duds And behald he АШ дало t tas 
vita thase Wels Не идола Faso who pun them were still aria Sacre 
блр Оба the ል. መዩ ር... Es ብባ 2 
Ei what да their Рід. Hell håpe the wels arént 12% ling and run Чщй 
than as quickly 4 рада Hå wrapped а ле aråund hismådh And with 
thé flashlight raised há ran acráss the сёз. Cobwebs ое Before hus 
EYES: hår ከኤ stuck t his fingers ала palms and he Aranged them behind 
him ‚He Su Fel t Sick, add his Anti БА as well nha ufus ала 
shins erste the hub len and hse layéss Multiplica and Stuck mår and idee 
and засал heavy and stud ts cach. Ж. Déficult Es måpe in them Until he ከ፻ 
the wall with his hand Hé turned ts his left and saw гал аг спадзе bi the 
Spotlight мі, Е was empty and Һеайед orare, deep ints the th: 
af the pyramid Hewes Wrajpéd in Abwebss like myke å munit herself he 
tre eff tlie мда. E cs dificil Because they Stuck tös mach the dy s 
вуй si, cot af the arida Gnas omain2d in plast But hé had nå intentión Ж 
clearing fun self these. A had tå gå dain tå the cryt He had tå coe # with his 
Sn dyes. Е pulled hin there ዘሪ a taut web. [ike å string ana ad that л; 
алм በፍ just like his Код in these የሪ ኩራ Uith his breath орға in 
ala stine, hé адга тендам esridars af the pyramid and alanted 
donc is bowels. The flashlight in his Кал зага паде АДАД av sit fam 
thoredrridens its 4 vast square vdstibule and ten itd 4 hip-cålged 
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rectangular Space flanked ay bes monstris alus dci ted” with салуда 
states af a man and a man [ከሪ arhedlagists fiehead drded where the 
wönang legs began which were clase tydthér Ще [ከፈ man had ጠሪ Leg 
Steppe Баа рау as. еі ef адм, halanan mis depictad naked 
anda hår veneralsle heu. clutching a large johallins. a amlsal af iL Ще 
ауе арс ап Ара af the d af the dead Ust: fram this anda 
further ሀሀ the depth led a corridar ending ic square Bor trom the, cai wall af 
which а shark e&rridar. ረሰ uba hall with ሀ equally аще سباق‎ 
suppirting the cåiling until 8295 this rin. a hugo ъсалебналу andet слур acca 
expiséd: équipe with „зле. powerful РШ. called a giyah = in height a Buil: 
ràcanqé- extending te a kind of Gap which іл thé it flue 3 
artum stances, let nett ut үт. the. vår tip ar the pyrdmid This must have 
reprasented the cult ЖЫШ Н SUL 34 Mitanni 

¿van а unc дё får hár Sha wag the sily månstheisk She managed Es 
ዕጩጠሯ 4 wack Wårshuping а single gad får a decade Atina the Sun standing in 
thé sky and ike rays niw illuminating thé signs éngaayéd an the laid walls = 4 
wark created u dag, and ішің iets 6565 and гуа vis ሰፈ ርሷ 
shapás Jámebrie Tapes. ው specific mdi peter nue Af fa s-ërnamanbs, 
ШШ. д) өлімді de figudive cenas <All this with real lapis lazuli and 
decsrativé qal år талу précióus stånés such as! ‹አዝክክጩኗ dmmånite 
turmaline. ¿marald lde adar ta цагг адай. араг and ¿pal Smmåvhåré where 
thé салис А å spécial За frame, part of the оро inscriptión å 
thay ja title in Аш Cage Жаша le the? sting Laly Qa НЫ 
which was munmifisd by a дир af Egyptian surgeons. x: a rule. the PRESS 
Lastad arsynd thas mnths HE saw iE vividly as Fit were happening right in 
fant af his ayes, Chasen fram amóng thé mid UY priåstis åmbsalming her 
comas One 3f thom pre přintèl a ling with fed pat the Lift Sue A the 
Aschen where аз ийлеш arts thëu made with several fling meyenants 
and cut thiugh ап дае датла wall Hidayet this act had bs Шо sua ta 
traditiónal munnifiestisn Ulnsever desecrated the quéenis les in this way ha tå 


383 


be puni. hod By ather nummifer in the farm af staning HE was then lac 
Бу anather fict W rådehéd tå the ¿pén alsdaminal cavity with а practice 
tach aun gradually remsved all ከሪ entrails. Heart, liver kidnays, lungs and 
intóstinas. (8 parta shall and than Бо the path ከሪ ሁሁ wis 
necóósary t plarca thà ceiling af the nasal på задо оН за. Fall with a 
Silver hak vusértéA Agni upwards thai h the Ek tha third pridst pulli 
ай the gun Font thë cavity, af the gull à washed the ¿talls må stared 
them in four, prepared State cab g “culled candi s. sa that the acgans, 
accindingpts Equplian тұ шот stairs. dings including л and hung 
wald ¿main згралац „ей, inside This was ШАУ lay әлің days af 
dehydrating the lex with за and stuffing it with hes stam and alls å 
restos and ma.stic-impsréd at ፈኪ Mainly the дА ае: thé cheeks ала. the 
musdés K tlie arme And legs. After these days. the qudrs Fach) de wached 
with) Palm wine while rådting prayers ts the gås and then, Боа with 
Frankineense cédar Al nyrrh and ännaman This һай а prásérvativé effect, the 
за of why the mummy. 4525 nat dada дуел after a Нзизалй years. Alfter 
that салы thé forl stage when ine muten appråaehåd the IS ed tightly 
wrapped the bedi and ТАЄ the LIES with ርኪ bandages layer by 
layer Sf the Балазе перу ndvidndlysådked in a cation š lai: ኤት af 
unknswn mps sitión, 

Tully Нот аз were put Sa Пол lands: and feet fam the Ele finger tå the 
thumb. måde K else natal K was a geb gt vith ал astan са Es the 
pasao lila the СРНА experimented with thus Ellis fie contigs and 
bel ta impriva bes pap es as much as passible hat shy same Esas had 
thá tissuds arrsded and llachéneA dyer ኩረ ages in their tambos He knew all 
this font thé extant papiri hå had тва This us hawthe ach the hagen ne that 
Gs the aller, was Шише spent Atter daa hase vé sels. called Бела ከድ is 
akut öf Блу af å yellswich Зе rada ala which ae сослед With a hata 
ale glace алд ала. considered tà |59. a fine cute тё заліла Аз Шәй 
with entras and decorat with a ргётилёлї embassing of the ancient Eqyptian 
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eges ¿hàn rásómbiling an mega were placed here nr the depictión ጁ thà 
eins Hara the mast pawerhl af the Cqyption gids Imseka ар Пула and 
Фа Mo дрразфе walls Gee sels licae. far Ls. and her gifts st 
the pase bs ther quién This Кв was аты А uique. ARE Al K ws 
іле peo matt All stades als Imajnings of what this grave тї} bah 
iho Ie пола а little and was able ts dien what te fue галуее ant the walls 
ff thé crypt were а large anch. translated tå live a ሠ መታዘ af са АЩ 
and afterlife: de mal life in the shape ва large [atin crass at the lattam with 
an aval at the tap The. kabit Ж Aal th walls here sept dedi 
which are &ssöntidlly chat Наод the ardhastsgust the mast He tem slated 
than and compascd thar text which anly ኋርርፍጩፌሪ thane has relidks ¿yaad 
a Message bad dins at Hast dance There wak dena maste isthe ad 
ች Баг dul оле wh impaled snakes with his crashed Leah “anda, sinister 
шведа. dh Was nat willing tå spare the Lie år man år Any ther animal 
ikàise, a little futher alóng the wall were porsanificalións af tha sun tha qid 
& Most ts him üs the gid af the darth Geld and af the ar Shay, Плац 
ከ sión saco tthe distan: thadthedreliets Were nat complete O Was E just 
Se wall space that us linger nceded ta o Cale ot > He чал ire 
Despite that the decinatió af the አነር] walls was yhreathtaking “The 
protectin’ af the dead Skar with the head af 4 Меп and an, the) appa site wall 
An with jackal atus. Та were all hos Pöh with avs hos and head 
Прав with å Ling beak Ра АД Eset Лиссе vor йуу, Шрей af 
Tre Shadow Cater, Виа Dansar wand All AETIA Uu l- Cee Los The 
«iie had b brave tthént that hà was nat bidaiei with any quilt if hard 
then the demáns attacked him They ts werd døpicted here as naked creates 
Wit clas and neödlerlike teeth. 
Е ne sine why all the Дил) wats éngaved in the and Alter her death aid 
the disintegration af the AU Gat Se. thay décidé A a CoE that her 
faith А als š ts Чета dife tagethér ere as dt Legend! was eser Bed 
abad her. desscóndant whi ህና suppåsed tå be ardanger tå бар and therefore 
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they decil AE Sad hon бат the Ille ta Ing fate f he mo D pit albthe 
relevant. duas tether Lay all ассит this descendant had, bse „кес. 
himself: Tig: thisesmibcfartund the ruler ДЕБЕ Qasa stöng persönality, hör 
le- del was the rula На hê Was tlie, Sil meh in Л ру sh 
Сау wha ጠረ bath the nacth and thé за аці ama Бу har side % 
vate ALS dapictad hot ols ሺያ u m ቪኪ > НЬ А 344 nach. The avait 
расада che Wac an amamenta аі дат beard Uat ter Sama ancient 
Саурбай жузй he archaéilágist dirt understand them. 2: ከሪ дд) was 
lat as asad by presto A hidily ¿hua ¿i b Thee ware Ale sima 
astrandmical signs JE suldénly realized that inthe conter af thé rám behind the 
quas bands ORE a Strange shart Lamp with a gen bal Шкал Ке shined за 
her tft che lik thi hør shattered tå all les st the: ñam linda] him. 
He dace ts flat his palm fingers СЕ за the part ef the altar in fant 
af ከጪ and the strange dds changédythe flaw) af light theaughts the wall Е 
isracliated эпа huge figire = thé Dendera zadic He tull it ea while lE 
madd sense САДА sian has been described ከረር Scalas - ало W - | 
analyzė là Pan Car ъа Қақ Tauris ee Lü 
am 11:27 = | belies Эйли [иле Сарға S| u Sellos (| doe 
Sans = | А here was ИЦ a Арым af the prices af che f tte at 
[ፈፈ fran thé Сауал pant ቻች View. The 694: ፳ réincarnatións is сты 224 
When each ад has lived through all twelve signs in ths emê and cacaived the 
eng Ж their алг У He had thé unsre Sten that hé had chne 13 a lie- 
dunia lee ААА hå henda rustlig ssmåvhee behind hin He 
turned arii in Азта and shane his Flashlight днде? where he felt the 
sud was coming fran ከሪሇ wasa médum- size seele. Scarabeus - Sacred 
Ино An insect popularly kam als a dug Бойно. ling Es ball HE Geh å 
ርኪ. and Wiped his сатам Pd. what teres bel him. where her gat 
mari here wr quest will prole negó БС ari vere AE that mann 
his flashlight fla shed жел times: and then [voce @welspel in ungenetrable 
dackné.ss. ағала tå mémary ከሪ had a Spe бегу) attached Es his Balb He 
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гётдуёА т ts yen and réplaced thé Battery af his ቢዚ десета t 
thé Pcb hå had learned nh Gad a life-giving nà of ША. reappéared. 
révéaling what все what: Staad cigit {л Әд [ияле A єгёдШ/® å human 
(piara Or at Legt Welte Left һе man Ohle ts [hit Аса hb hus 
face ¿with her ¿mitu sackets amid which а tatarzd and blackened апае 
нод As wall ds drin the 8.61. ali which. “valued thé) ጠበ) 
52106.55 parks af hin Her. Бағай WAS decanted with а ат. depicting the 
winged зара е Ірі ሐ упа Sf elt) and gåpémnent kundar tå a сга, 
which Was ары L have the pater Ще flames ይየ the nt Use 
wald and scream in hårdr and dismay at this strumndtid manent Hanover 
this алага. immediately knew with wham hé. had the Каде he ШИШ at 
Qu£an Дег hörself 
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BONEK SET HIS WIDOW ON FIRE ТО HEAL 
3 HIMSELF, "THE ОРТ THING ABOUT,” 
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ALAMANDER SUCKED. на 
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ОХ 
ART DEALER 


ASHPAR WAS THE NAME ОҒ THE ART 
DEALER WHO OWNED HIS FOUR-STORY 
SHOP IN THE CENTER ОҒ TOWN, PEOPLE 
FROM ALL WALKS OF LIFE CAME TO НІМ TO 
SHOP. YOUNG, OLD, FAT, THIN, WOMEN, MEN, IN 
SHORT, ANYONE. WHAT MR. CASHPAR SOLD 
WERE MAINLY MYSTERIOUS AND UNSEEN ITEMS. 
THAT'S WHY SHE ALSO POSTED A SIGN ABOVE 
THE ENTRANCE STATING THAT ITEMS ONCE 
SOLD CANNOT BE RETURNED, AND ABOVE HER A 
CADUCEUS, THE EMBLEM ዐየ MERCHANTS, TWO 
SNAKES WRAPPED AROUND А STICK, THIS 
SYMBOL ENSURED FERTILITY AND HARMONY IN 
TRADE, THIS IS PRIMARILY BECAUSE SOMEONE 
CAME BACK TO HIM EVERY DAY WITH 
COMPLAINTS AND CLAIMS THAT THE ITEM DID 
NOT WORK AS THEY ACTUALLY WANTED, 
UNFORTUNATELY, NONE OF THEM EVER BOUGHT 
BACK, AT MOST THEY HAD THE ITEM REPLACED 
WITH ITEMS OF THE SAME PRICE, BUT HE ALSO 
HAD HIS POSITIVE SIDE AND THE FACT THAT HE 
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BOUGHT ALL MYSTICAL OR ENCHANTED ITEMS 
OF ALL KINDS WITHOUT CONDITION, FROM AT 
FIRST GLANCE ORDINARY TO VARIOUS 
JEWELRY, OR BOOKS AND CLOTHES, IT GOES 
WITHOUT SAYING THAT EACH OF THEM WAS 
SOMETHING SPECIAL, PEOPLE IN THE CITY AND 
THE SURROUNDING AREA, AND ІМ FACT 
WHEREVER THEY HEARD ABOUT CASHPAR'S 
HOUSE, THERE WAS ALWAYS SOMETHING TO 
TALK ABOUT, CASHPAR'S UNIQUENESS ALSO 
STOOD GUT FROM HIS NAME, ALL 
TRANSACTIONS WERE DONE IN CASH AND NEVER 
OTHERWISE, OVER TIME, EVERYWHERE, EVEN IN 
THE MOST DISTANT SURROUNDINGS, AT LEAST 
ONE PERSON LIVED WHO TOOK SOMETHING HOME 
FROM HIS SHOP. THE MOST FAMOUS STORIES 
THAT WERE PASSED DOWN ORALLY ARE 
KNOWN ТО ВЕ; 
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MAGIC BASKET 


ONE DAY A MAN HERE BOUGHT A WICKER 
BASKET WITH A LEATHER FLAP, THE FACT 
THAT IT WAS WRITTEN EVERYWHERE THAT IT 
WAS AN ENCHANTED ITEM, HE TOOK IT AS A 
JOKE AND THUS 010 NOT PAY ANY ATTENTION 
TO IT. HE WAS EVEN MORE SURPRISED WHEN HE 
WENT WITH HIM TO THE FOREST TO PICK 
MUSHROOMS, HE WALKED FOR ABOUT TWENTY 
MINUTES UNTIL HE CAME ACROSS A LARGE BOG 
FULL OF FOXES. HE KNELT DOWN BESIDE THEM 
AND OPENED HIS POCKETKNIFE, HE TURNED ТО 
THE BASKET TO OPEN IT, BUT WHEN HE LOOKED 
AGAIN AT THE MUSHROOM SPOT, HE FROZE. THE 
MUSHROOMS DISAPPEARED, HE WALKEN AROUND 
THE PLACE AND POKED UNDER THE GROUND 
WHERE THEY WERE. THEY WERE NOWHERE, 
ANGRY, НЕ ТООК THE BASKET TO 00 FURTHER 
WHEN HE NOTICED THAT THE BASKET WAS 
FULL OF FOXES, CLEANED AND PERFECTLY PUT 
TOGETHER. AT FIRST HE DIDN'T UNDERSTAND IT, 
BUT WHEN HE WENT FURTHER THROUGH THE 
FOREST WITH THE OPEN BASKET, HE SAW 
MUSHROOMS. FLYING INTO HIS BASKET BY 
THEMSELVES, ALL AMAZED, HE RAN LIKE THIS 
THROUGH THE FOREST UNTIL THE BASKET WAS 
FULL. HE THEN RETURNED HOME, HE SAT DOWN 
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AT THE TABLE ТО TAKE THE MUSHROOMS, CUT 
THEM, DRY SOME OF THEM AND PICKLE SOME ОР 
THEM. HE ТООК A HANDFUL OF THEM OUT ON THE 
TABLE AND REACHED FOR MORE, BUT AS HE 
WAS ABOUT ТО PUT THEM ON THE TABLE, НЕ 
NOTICED THAT THE FIRST HANDFUL HAD 
DISAPPEARED BACK INTO THE BASKET. HE 
PLACED THE OTHER HANDFUL ON THE TABLE 
AND REACHED FURTHER INTO THE BASKET, ВИТ 
THE SAME THING HAPPENED. 50 HE ТООК THE 
WHOLE BASKET TO POUR ІТ OUT, BUT WHEN НЕ 
TURNED ІТ OVER, THE MUSHROOMS NOT ONLY 
DISAPPEARED FROM THE BASKET, BUT 
COMPLETELY, SHAKING HIS HEAD TO SEE IF HE 
WAS CRAZY, HE WENT BACK INTO THE FOREST, 
WHERE HE FOUND THE MUSHROOMS IN THE SAME 
PLACE FROM WHICH THEY HAD FLOWN INTO THE 
BASKET BEFORE. CASHPAR DID NOT WANT TO 
TAKE THE BASKET BACK, AND THE CURRENT 
OWNER OF THE BASKET DID NOT WANT 
ANOTHER OBJECT, SQ IN THE END HE GAVE IT TO 
ል NEIGHBOR WHO DOES NOT GO FOR MUSHROOMS 
AND NO ONE EVER HEARD ዐየ THE BASKET AGAIN, 
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TORNADO FAN 


A MAN BOUGHT A FAN FROM CASHPAR ONE 
SUMMER. HE BROUGHT ІТ HOME AND PLUGGED IT 
INTO AN ELECTRIC WIRE, HE PRESSED THE 
BUTTON AND THE FAN BEGAN TO ROTATE ON 
ITS NINETY DEGREE AXIS, THE PROPELLER WAS 
RUNNING AT FULL POWER, BUT NO WIND WAS 
FELT. WHAT HE DIDN'T NOTICE WAS THAT ል 
TORNADO HAD APPEARED QUTSIDE, ENGULFING 
ANYTHING IN ITS PATH, LEAVES, TREES, THINGS 
AND OBJECTS, SO HE TURNED OFF THE FAN AND 
THE TORNADO DISAPPEARED, THINGS FELL 
APART. HE TURNED IT BACK ОЧ AND THE 
TORNADO APPEARED AGAIN, ВИТ THE FAN 
DIDN'T WORK. 50 HE WENT TO EXCHANGE IT 
BACK TO CASHPAR'S SHOP, WHERE HE WANTED 
ТО EXCHANGE ІТ FOR A CHANDELIER THAT LIT 
WITHOUT ELECTRICITY, BUT CASHPAR CHASED 
НІМ AWAY WITH A STICK, 
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BOOK OF BOOKS. 


CASHPAR'S SHOP WAS A LEGACY OF HIS 
ANCESTORS, ACCORDING TO FAMILY HISTORICAL 
SOURCES, IT WAS BUILT ON AN ENERGY FIELD, 
THE SOURCE ОҒ MAGICAL POWER WAS 
DISCOVERED BY HIS GREAT-GREAT-GREAT- 
GREAT-GREA T-GREAT-GREA T-GREA T-GREAT - 
GREAT-GREA T-GREAT-GREA T-GREA T-GREAT- 
GREAT-GREAT-GREAT-GREA T-GREA T-GREAT - 
GREAT-GREAT-GREAT-GREA T-GREA T-GREAT - 
GREAT-GREAT-GREAT-GREAT-GREAT-GREAT- 
GREAT-GREAT-GREAT-GREA T-GREAT-GREAT - 
GRANDFATHER'S, SENTIENT WAND-MAKER'S, 
USE OF ል WOODEN СОММА - A YPSILON-SHAPEN 
WAND, OR HYBRID, THE FIRST GROUND FLOOR 
WAS DEDICATED TO THE GENERAL EQUIPMENT 
ОҒ THE HOUSE. THERE WAS A COUCH THAT IS 
NOT COMFORTABLE FOR ABSOLUTELY ANYONE, 
A FAM THAT CREATES A SMALL PRIVATE 
TORNADO, LIGHTS THAT SHINE WITHOUT АМ 
OUTLET, А HANGER THAT CAN STORE HANGING 
CLOTHES, AS WELL AS A SHOE RACK OR Å 
TABLE THAT CANNOT BE SOILED SIMPLY 
ABSORB ANY LIQUID, INCLUDING OIL OR 
OINTMENT, ІТ CAN ALSO EASILY HANDLE GLUE, 
ІТ WON'T STAY, HE HAS THINGS GUARDED IN 
THE BASEMENT THAT CANNOT BE 5010 FØR 
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MANY REASONS, PRIMARILY BECAUSE THEY 
WERE DANGEROUS, THE IRON LORD, MEDIEVAL 
TORTURE INSTRUMENTS, DEATH MASKS, 
CABALISTIC MACHINES AND OCCULT 
ACCESSORIES, ON THE FIRST FLOOR, HOWEVER, 
HE HAD VARIOUS USEFUL THINGS, SUCH AS 
ENDLESS PENS, BOOKS, MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 
AND 50 ዐዘ. PERHAPS VARIOUS RAW 
MATERIALS, НЕ HAD CLOTHES ON THE SECOND 
FLOOR, JEWELRY ON THE THIRD. HE HAD А 
STUDY ON THE FOURTH FLOOR AND LIVED IN THE 
ATTIC, HIS GREATEST TREASURE WAS A BOOK 
OF BOOKS, IT WAS OVER A MILLION PAGES LONG 
AND CONTAINED ALL THE BOOKS THAT HAVE 
EVER BEEN, ARE, OR WILL BE WRITTEN. ITS 
CONTENT WAS PERSONALIZED AND CHANGING, 
THAT IS, IT SHOWED EACH OF ITS READERS 
WHAT THEY NEEDED AND EVERYONE HAD IT 
DIFFERENTLY, IT HAD NO AUTHOR. SHE WAS 
INSIDE A GLASS CASE ON A PEDESTAL, SHE WAS 
UNSELLABLE, HE DOESN'T EVEN KNOW HOW 
MANY BUYERS HE TURNED DOWN. HE KNEW 
THAT SHE HELD SOME KIND OF POWER AND 
THAT IT MUST NOT ВЕ ABUSED, NO THIEF DARED 
BREAK INTO CASHPAR'S HOUSE, THE MAGNETIC 
FIELD WAS DOING ITS THING, PEOPLE HERE ARE 
ABLE TO LEAVE A FORTUNE FOR SOMETHING 
THAT USUALLY COSTS A FEW CROWNS. GOOD 
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LUCK AND BAD LUCK AT THE SAME TIME, 
BECAUSE CASHPAR BUYS THE SAME EXPENSIVE 
ITEMS, THEY ARE USUALLY ENCHANTED OR 
CURSED OR ARTISTIC, HENCE THE BIG PRICES, HIS 
FAMILY BUSINESS SPIRIT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR 
FINDING A BUYER AND MAKING A PROFIT EVERY 
TIME, 
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OLD RECORD PLA YER 


I FOUND AN OLD RECORD PLAYER AND SOME 
DUSTY RECORDS IN MY GREAT-AUNT' S ATTIC, ! 
BROUGHT THEM DOWN FROM THAT IMAGINARY 
HEAVEN, HOW HAPPY IT MADE ME, THE FOLDING 
STAIRS CREAK SO MUCH THAT IT IS DIFFICULT 
FOR ANYONE TO LUBRICATE THEM. I DUSTED OFF 
EVERYTHING I HAD BROUGHT DOWN FROM THE 
GROUND AND PLUGGED THE RECORD PLAYER 
INTO THE ELECTRICAL OUTLET. FORTUNA TEL Y, 
IT WAS STILL FUNCTIONAL, THE NEEDLE WAS 
SHARP AND WELL PRESERVED, I'M SURPRISED 
THE DEVICE WORKED, ! PUT THE FIRST PLATE 
ON IT SLOWLY PUT THE NEEDLE ON IT. THE 
RECORDING STARTED, FIRST THE NOISE, THEN 
THE VOICE CAME. HE WAS DARK AND AUSTERE. 
HE RECITED FORMULAS IN A FOREIGN LANGUAGE, 
LATIN? OR SPANISH? I WASN'T SURE. THEN 
THERE WAS A MOVEMENT - ል WHISTLING 
OBJECT. А WOMAN'S CRY OF PAIN FOLLOWED. 
THE SOUND OF LIQUID FLOW AND OTHER 
MYSTERIOUS. FORMULAS TO WHICH THE FIRST 
RHYTHMIC SOUNDS OF BOWLS AND CYMBALS 
WERE ADDED, SLOWLY AND FROM A DISTANCE 
HE APPROACHED IN A STRANGE RITUAL 
RHYTHM ACCOMPANIED BY A STOMPING DANCE 
DANCE, A KIND OF CHARDASH THAT CAUGHT МЕ 
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IN THE VERY BOWELS ОҒ MY BONES, I COULDN'T 
DO ANYTHING ABOUT IT, I WAS POSSESSED BY A 
VERY STRANGE POWER ОҒ RHYTHMIC MAGIC, 
WHICH WAS PAID OFF WITH THE BLOOD ОҒ 
SOMEONE WHOSE LAST SCREAM GAVE THE 
RECORDING SERIVUSNESS AND PERHAPS 
THEREFORE ALSO A POWER THAT COULD 
CONTROL A PERSON, THIS TRANCE WITH 
RITUAL DANCE, WHICH ! COULD NOT OVERCOME 
WITH ANY WILLPOWER, STUCK WITH ME FOR A 
FEW MORE MINUTES UNTIL THE RECORD ENDED. 
OUT OF BREATH AND SCARED, I FELL TO THE 
GROUND, ! PREFERRED NOT TO REVEAL WHAT 
WAS HAPPENING ON THE OTHER SIDE ОҒ THE 
BOARD, HOWEVER, ! DECIDED TO GET RID ОҒ THIS 
TERRIFYING OBJECT, AND MR. CASHPAR HELPED 
ME WITH THAT IN THE FORM ОҒ CASH, 


411 


METAL DETECTOR 


THIS INITIALLY ORDINARY METAL DETECTOR IS, 
HOWEVER, NON-FUNCTIONAL FOR THE 
UNCURIOUS AND THE TIMID, FOR AN UNKNOWN 
REASON, THE SUBJECT COULD ONLY SEARCH FOR 
MAGICAL OR OTHERWISE ENERGETICALLY 
CHARGED BODIES THAT WERE SUPPOSED ТО 
BRING A BLESSING OR A CURSE TO THE FINDER. 
BUT NOT ONLY LITERALLY, IT ALWAYS 
DEPENDED ОМ OTHER ASPECTS OF THE 
INDIVIDUAL WEARERS. IN MORE POPULAR 
CULTURES, THESE AURAS COULD BE RECOGNIZED 
IN A LIGHTER FORM IN THE FORM OF LUCK OR 
BAD LUCK, HOWEVER, THE SEARCH ENGINE, AS 
THE MAIN SUBJECT OF THIS SHORT STORY, WAS 
NOT CURSEN, ONLY BROKEN FOR SOME, CERTAIN 
OBJECTS GR PERSONS WITH IT COULD 
REACTIVATE IT IF THEY GOT CLOSE ENOUGH, THE 
SEEKER STARTED BEEPING EVERY TIME IT 
DETECTED SOMETHING THAT TRIGGERED IT 
AGAIN, SOME LIKENED THIS PHENOMENON TO 
CHANCE OR A RANDOM FUNCTION OF THE 
TECHNICAL SYSTEM INSIDE THE DETECTOR. 
HOWEVER, UPON REVIEW, IT WAS INTERNALLY 
INTACT, AND ABOVE ALL - IT DIDN'T NEED 
CHARGING, IT ACTED QUITE EXCEPTIONALLY 
AND ONLY FOR BRIGHT INDIVIDUALS 
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PALLADIUM CARTRIDGE 


ONE DAY, THE WRITER BROUGHT HOME FROM 
CASHPAR'S STORE ል COLORFUL MULTIPACK 
CARTRIDGE FROM PALLADIUM, IT GAVE НІМ A 
STRANGE FEELING THAT HE HAD GAINED 
SOMETHING, HOWEVER, МОТ AN ORDINARY ОМЕ, 
HE SUSPECTED THAT IF HE KEPT IT WELL AT 
HOME AND RAN AWAY FROM ІТ, HE MIGHT 
ACTUALLY ENCOUNTER SOMETHING LIKE THIS IN 
A DIFFERENT FORM, IN LIVESTOCK, AND REALLY. 
НЕ DECIDED TO TRAVEL TO FOREIGN PARTS ОҒ 
THE WEST, WHERE HE WAS IMMEDIATELY 
GREETED BY FOUR WOMEN AT THE AIRPORT 
WHERE HE LANDED IN FIRST CLASS, JUST LIKE 
HIS COLORFUL MULTIPACK REALLY SHINED, ONE 
WAS ОҒ ASIAN APPEARANCE, THE OTHER WAS 
SOME KIND ОҒ AFRICAN. THIRD HISPANIC. 
FOURTH ARABIC, THEY HELD EACH OTHER AS IF 
THEIR BOND WAS INDEED MADE OF PALLADIUM, 
IT COULD WELL BE USED IN JEWELRY, AND THE 
WRITER? IT HELD AND WAS CONDUCTIVE AS IF 
MADE OF TITANIUM. 


414 


TIMERULER WATCH 


THAT'S HOW ል MAN WITH AN UNIMPORTANT 
NAME ONCE BOUGHT А WRISTWATCH FROM 
CASHPAR'S SHOP, NOT EXPENSIVELY 
EMBELLISHED WITH А SCUFFED LEATHER 
STRAP, HE WENT WITH THEM FOR ል FEW DAYS 
AND EVERYTHING WENT WELL FOR НІМ, WHERE 
HE COULD, HE WAS EXACTLY THERE, BUT THEN 
ONE DAY HE FORGOT TO PUT THEM ON HIS ARM 
AGAIN IN THE MORNING AND WHEN HE RAN OUT 
ОҒ THE HOUSE TO GO TO WORK, HE SUDDENLY 
GOT LOST IN TIME, OF COURSE, TIME IS TIED TO 
SPACE AND THEREFORE HAS LOST ІТ5 
COMPLETE ORIENTATION, THANKS TO HIS 
REMAINING PRESENCE ОР MIND, HE DIZZILY 
RETURNED TO HIS DWELLING, WHERE HE 
WRESTLED WITH SPACE-TIME FOR А WHILE 
UNTIL HE РИТ ON THE WATCH, "SUCH A THIEF 
ОҒ TIME!" HE ALLEGEDL Y CURSED AND WENT TO 
RETURN THEM TO CASHPAR ІМ THE SHOP. 
HOWEVER, HE SHOWED НІМ THAT IF HE TURNS 
THEM BACK CORRECTLY, THANKS TO THEM, HE 
CAN GO BACK IN TIME TO THAT LOST MORNING 
WHEN HE FORGOT TO PUT THEM ON EVEN WITH 
A WOUND, SO HE BETTER NOT EVEN TAKE THEM 
OFF, AT THAT HE THREW THEM AT CASHPAR'S 
FEET WITH THE ADOITION:- CLOSE YOUR 
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DEVILISH TRINKETS AND SHOP AND GO PRAY ТО 
000 FOR THE SALVATION ዐየ YOUR SOUL BEFORE 
YOU SELL IT!" HOWEVER, CASHPAR ONLY 
PRAYED TO HIS ARTIFACTS AND SPUN THE 
CLOWN. 
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=, SULVWS “FELIX! YOu CRAZY 5\0 
MAN!" HIS GRANDMOTHER CALLED TO HIM AS 
НЕ WAS LEAVING THEIR HIME НЕ 
REMEMBERED IT. FONDLY ‚BECAUSE МЕ HAD 
FINALLY ESCAPED HER CLUTCHES WHERE HE 
HAD LOST MOST OF HIS LONG LIFE NOW НЕ 
WAS FINALLY GONE, AN. HAWAN THE RIGHT 
START OF RETIREMENT AND RELATED 
ACTIVITIES. HE HAD BEEN LODKING FORWARD 
TO THIS ALL HIS LIFE, WHEN HE WOULD HAVE 
ENOUGH OF EVERYTHING TO BE ABLE TO 
TRAVEL “WHEREVER НЕ , WANTED WITHOUT 
ANY PROBLEMS. BUT ME REALLY DIDN'T 
WANT TI GO ANYWHERE ANYMORE. HE WAS 
ALREADY WHERE HE WANTED TO BE. OM THE 
BEACH WITH A PINEAPPLE COCKTAIL. ME 
WORE “SUNGLASSES ON MIS NOSE AND A 
HAWANAN ORCHID WREATH AROUND HIS NECK, 
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A GROVE оғ CHILDREN RAN PAST ut^; АМО 
SUDDENLY AM UNKNOWN MAN IN ል HAT WAS 
SITTING NEXT TO UIM AND THE DARK LENSES 
DF HIS GLASSES WERE SHINING BENEATH HIM, 
መ HAVE YOU EVER HEARD OF THE LOCAL 
TERROR OF THE SEAS CALLED МН?“ THE 
STRANGER ASKED IN ል POLITE TOME, -,,NO, 
NOT, VET “REPLIED би мис. "IN THAT CASE, 
DON'T HESITATE TO VISIT THE NORTH BEACH 
TONIGHT," THE Gad TOLO HIM, AND ልፍ HE 
APPEARED, HE ALSO DISAPPEARED. SWLVIUS 
CALMLY FIMISHED TAS FRUITY. COCKTAIL 
BEFORE “APPLYING SUNSCREEN, UNIVERSAL 
ENOUGH TO МОТ BURN, BUT AT THE SAME 
TIME TASTE SOME BRONZE, AFTER A SHORT 
TIME НЕ FELL ASLEEP“ FOR ል LONG TIME, AS 
165. CUSTOMARY AT HIS AGE. HE DIDN'T WAKE 
ve UNTIL SUNSET. THE SURF WASHED OVER 
MIS FEET. HE GOT ОР AND, WALKED TO HIS 
HOTEL ON THE EDGE OF THE. BEACH FOR 
DINNER, HE THEN GOT DRESSED AND SET DUT 
FOR THE NORTHERN BEACH AS ADVISED BY 
THE MYSTERIOUS MAN. SINCE IT WAS ACROSS 
THE. ISLAND, HE HIRED ል DRAGON. THE 
DRIVER ASKED FOR A MORE PRECISE 
POSITION TO STOP, AND SILVIUS WAS NOT 
SURPRISED. THE NORTH COAST was A VERY 
LARGE “AREA. SO МЕ “¿ASKED WHERE THE 
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FISHING. WAS HELD. “HE COULDN'T REMEMBER 
EXACTLY WHAT THE WORD WAS ANYMORE. 
4109127 BUT тие FRIGHTENED FACE DE THE 
CARTER CONVINCED HIM THAT HIS MEMORY 
WAS NOT YET, ЗЕ OLD IRON. THE DRIVER 
EXPLAINED TO HIM THE MEANING OF THE 
WORD FEAR: THE MAN BEHIND THE WHEEL 
OF THE USED CAR CONTINUED. THE 
PRONUNCIATION HE. WAS. USING SOUNDED 
ANGRY YO SILVIUS, IT WAS LIKELY 
SWEARING. THEN HE STOPPED... THE 
SURROUNDINGS WERE BEAUTIFULLY 
MONSTONDUS. AN ENDLESS BEACH. ON ONE 
SIDE SAND” AN ™ ENDLESS JUNGLE OM THE 
OTHER. 
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МЕМ WILL HE WANT TO RETURN?" THE 
DRIVER ASKED IN Å BROKEN VOICE, TAPPING 
THE DIGITAL TIME DISPLAY ON THE BODY ጋፍ 
THE CAR WITH HIS RIGHT INDEX FINGER. 
SILVIUS WAS NOT WELL INFORMED ENDUGH 
TO ANSWER IMMEDIATELY. FOR SOME 
UNKNOWN REASON, ል SLIGHT TREMOR CAME 
OVER HIM, A TREMOR THAT HAD STARTED TO 
MANIEEST IN HIM AETER THE INCIDENT WITH 
THE BIRD VISIONS BACK AT HIS RESORT. A 
KIND. ጋሮ INNER RESTLESSNESS GRIPPED HIM 
AND EVERY ONCE UN A WHILE. HE MADE 
WIMSELE KNOWN, -UCL TAKE А WALK ON 
THE BEACH AND COME BACK YO YOU, ОЖАУ?" 
НЕ GAVE HIM A-BILL WITH UIS SHAKING HAND 
AND OPENED THE TAXI 0220. MEANWHILE, 
THE TAXI DRIVER PICKED UP A DICTIONARY 
AND STARTED FLIPPING “THROUGH. IT. НЕ 
WALKED ALONG THE BEACH AND. WAS 
MESMERIZED BY \ THE ` RISING Waves. HE 
DIDN'T EVEN NOTICE. THAT HE HAD APPEARED 
АТ ut Noce LEADING ROM: THES JUNGLE 
THROUGH, THE BEACH TO THE OCEAN. ONLY 
TRE FIRES MOVING TOWARDS HER CAUGHT. MIS 
ATTENTION, HE HEARD BAMBOO DRUMS AND 
А SHOUT, PAINFUL AMD PENETRATING. HIS 
INSTINCT ጋፍ SELE-PRESERVATION “ADVISED 
HIM TORETURN, BUT HIS FAMOUS CURIDSITY 
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FORCEDMIM TO GIDEEPER. EXPLORE IT. ME 
CLIMBED THROUGH THE BRUSH UO THE HILL 
PAST/PALM TREES AND OVER SMALL ROCKS 
UNTIL HE CLIMBED TO THE TOP TO SEE 
DIRECTLY ¿OVER THELOVERHANG TO THE SEA, 
THERE WAS ል GROUP ጋዩ STRANGELY 
DRESSED PEOPLE. IT SEEMED ALMOST 
RITVALISTIE TO “WIM MANY. DE THEM ¿MAD 
TORCHES AND THE REST. HAD TRIBALISTIC 
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS THAT HE HAD HEARD 
BEFORE. IN THE MIDDLE OF IT ALL, OM THE 
EDGE ጋፍ THE OVERMAMG, TWO. MUSCULAR 
MEM. WERE “HOLDING ል WOMAN, AND 14 
FRONT. OF THEM. STOOD ል MAN WITH Å 
RATTLE AND A MASK = ል SHAMAN, =, THE 
MONSTROUS EYES ጋዩ Mona, AN THE CRUEL 
SEA ОҒ THE DEEP, THEY BURN, ALAS, он 
ALAS, WHERE 15 MY KIND LEFT? WHEN 
YOU'RE NEARING YOUR DESTINATION, WHEN 
THE -“WILI-WILI BUSH “IS BLOOMING, THE 
SHARK GOD'S JAWS WILY CLOSE, ጋ BLUE SEA, 
О DARK SEA NOW THE LAST DROP OF 
BLOOD WILL. SCAN: MES WHY. MUST | DIE, 
WHAT REMAINS OE МЕ, FOAMING SEA- ጋፍ 
DIVINE KANE! WHAT'S LEFT ОҒ МЕ, WHAT. 
HAVE DF THE BEAUTIFUL DANCES, s NOW 
BEING EATEN BY THE SHARK MONSTER...“ 
THE “SHAMAN. FINISHED SAND ORDERED THE 
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MENS WHO WERE “HOLDING THE WOMAN, 
THEY THREW HER DOWN FROM THE CLIFE 
EVEN WITH HER LOUD SCREAM. THERE SHE 
THRASHED AROUND. FOR A WHILE UNTIL THE 
SHARK GOD SWAM UP. A GIANT PREMISTIRIC 
SHARK AND IT SILENCED HER WITH OME GULP, 
- SOME WOMEN ARE 55 PERFECT THAT NO 
MAN DESERVES THEM. THESE WOMEN 
BELONG TO THE’ 4205,“ CONCLUDED THE 
RITUAL SHAMAN ON THE OVERHANG, AFTER 
THAT, THE CROWD SLOWLY MADE THEIR WAY 
BACK INTO THE JUNGLE FROM WHENCE THEY 
CAME. SIKVILS, WIDE-EYED AT WHAT HE. SAW, 
WENT BACK TO THE CAB AND PRAYED IT 
WOULD. STILL BE THERE. 

THANK GOD Fus WAS STANDING.  —,, MR. 
DRIVERI“ SILVIUS WAS SHAKING ALL OVER 
WITH HIS TREMOR, -, 1 SAW HIM! Nun!" THE 
DRIVER, WHO ¿UMDERSTIOD A LITTLE, 
TURNED WHITE AND QUICKLY STARTED.=), WE 
HAVE o 02 SOMETHING! THEY. THREW ል 
WOMAN AT HMI" SILVILS KEPT CALLING. HE 
TOOK THE DRIVER'S “DICTIONARY AND 
STARTED, емее ча THROUGHAIT 
ERANTICALLY. THE DRIVER NOTICED. 
Z ЧОЧО“ HE ASKED, POINTING WITH HIS 
FINGER TO THE SEA AS DEATHLY WHITE АС ል 
WALL. YVES! VES! ESAW HIM WITH MY OWN 
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EVES Sw vius REPEATED. THE DRIVER Node 
OUT HIS-CELL PHONE AND DIALED ል NUMBER. 
HE WAITED FORA WHILE AND GOT SUT ጋፍ 
THE CAR, THEN BEGAN TO SPEAK FLUENTLY 
IN HIS NATIVE "LANGUAGE. .SILVIUS ONLY 
RECOGNIZED THE WORD Мин ል FEW TIMES, 
AFTER THAT, THE MAN HUNG ое AND GOT 
BACK INTO THE CAR. „Cad WE GO?" THE 
DRIVER ASKED, “NOl WE HAVE TO 00 
SOMETHING!" SILVIUS DEMANDED, THE 
DRIVER MEASURED HIM WITH A GLANCE AND 
TOOK THE DICTIONARY FROM MIS HANDS, 
FLIPPING THROUGH THE PAGES. AFTER ል 
WHILE, IT CAME ጋህፕ፡፦,,1 CALLED Å FRIEND, 
HE SENT THE KING HERE WITH HUNTERS,” THE 
DRIVER SPOKE.- THEM WE'LL» WAIT." SAID 
SILVWS „Oe“ THE DRIVER AGREED, BUT 
THREATENED WITH HIS WIDE-EVED INDEX 
FINGER AND TAPPED THE TAXIMETER, =,, YES, 
PLEASE," SILVIUS ANSWERED HIM AND TOOK 
OUT THE FRUIT LEFT OVER FROM DINNER. 
THE DRIVER GOT SUT AND LIT ል CIGARETTE. 
IN LESS THAN AN uus, А MEDIUM-SIZED 
TRUCK ARRIVED TRUCKNAND "SEVERAL 
HUNTERS JUMPED OUT OF IT. THEY WERE 
ALL STRANGELY. DRESSED IN TRADITIONAL 
HAWAIIAN COSTUMES, THEY WERE ARMED 
WITH HANDGUNS. FINALLY, THES TRUCK 
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DRIVER. ALSO GOT 2ህፕ AND STARTED 
TALKING UNINTELLIGIBLY WITH THE CAB 
DRIVER. SILVWIUS ALSO- GOT OUT AND WAITED 
TOYSEE WHAT. WOULD HAPPEN, THE TAXI 
DRIVER IMMEDIATELY Wu Neo AT HIM, 
“SHOW - THEM WHERE!" SO SILVIUS WENT 
DOWN THE. BEACH, TO THE CLIFE, FOLLOWED 
BY А SMALL PARTY OF SHARK HUNTERS ANO 
THEIR KING AND PRIEST. HE LED THEM ህወ TO 
THE CLIFF FROM. WHERE THE WOMAN HAD 
BEEN. THROWN, NOT ል TRACE OF. MER 
REMAINED. AFTER) THE RITUAL, A FEW 
REMAINS’ REMAINED .- KAHUNA,“ THE KING 
ADDRESSED THE PRIEST. THEY” STARTED 
TALKING WITH OTHER HUNTERS AND POINTED 
IM THE DIRECTION ОҒ THE FOREST. IF THEY 
worse әні, WHY DON'T THEY SACRIFICE 
THEMSELVES," THE KING SPOKE JUT LOVI AN 
ል LANGUAGE, THAT. EVEN SILVILS 
UNDERSTOOD, THEN THEY/SET OUT INTO THE 
JUNGLE. IT WAS DEEP AND WILD, FULL оғ 
THE CROAKING ጋዩ FRIGS AND THE CHIRPING 
26 INSECTS. AFTER A WHILE. THEY FOUND 
THEMSELVES. BEHIND LARGE BURDOCKS FROM 
WHICH. THEY COULD SEE INTO THE CAMP OF 
THE Nivel WORSHIPPERS. THEY WERE JUST 
DANCING AROUND THE FIRE, THE KING GAVE 
THE ORDER TO ATTACK AND THE HUNTERS 
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RUSHED. АТ THE WORSHIPERS AND ALL OF 
THEM THEY KILLED WITHOUT PROMISING. 
SILVWS COVERED MIS. EYES UNTIL IT. WAS 
IVER. -,, KAHUNA!" THE PRIEST KING CALLED 
TO THE LAST. SE. THE WORSHIPPERS, THE 
SHAMAN HIMSELF, = MMM, KAHUNA,” SAID THE 
PRIEST, STABBING THE SHAMAN IN THE HEART 
WITH мс RITUAL DAGGER. THEN THEY 
DRAGGED THE DEAD MEN BEHIND THEIR 
DWELLING, THEY WHISTLED AT SILVIUS, WHO 
WAS CROUCHING IM THE WILI- WILT BUSH. AMD 
ME CLIMBED DUT.-, WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO 
09 WITH THOSE DEAD BODIES? HE ASKED 
HORRIFTED. - „We WILL QUARTER 
ANSWERED. THE XING.-, AND. THROW INTO 
THE SEAN FON Nivu, ™ ADDED “THE” KAHUNA, 
SwwvwS JUST WATCHED: AS THE HUNTERS 
DRAGGED FRESHLY CHOPPED ВАМВО25 AND 
FASHIONED THEM INTO ‘VARIOUS TOOLS. 
RAFTS AND LITTERS. THE REST THE HUNTERS 
QUARTERED THE DEAD “WORSHIPERS BEHIND 
THEIR ELIMSY SHELTERS. 


SCOTLAND 


SILVIUS. FELIX. CLIMBED OUT OF THE 

TERMINAL ANO SOMEONE WAS ALREADY 

WAITING FOR HIM WITH ል HUGE SIGN WITH 
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WIS MAME ON T. THE» MYSTERIOUS MAN 
$1250 THERE AGAIN. -,, SO NERE 1 AM. YOu 
FLEW BEFORE МЕ?“ SILVIUS FELIX BEGAN AT 
ONCE. THE MAN WAS SMILING SENSITIVELY. 
HE WAS ¿SILENT АМО JUST GUIDED мм 
THROUGH THE AIRPORT. SILVWUS CAUGHT THE 
TREMOR AGAIN AND TOOK THE SIGN WITH HIS 
NAME ON tTa- ¿AND WHAT 15 YOUR NAME?" 
HE ASKED HIM, INSTEAD-IF ANSWERING, THE 
MAN OPENED THE cas DIOR AMD” SAID. 
- GET IM, HURRY. HE WILL TAKE ሃጋህ TO ል 
FAMILY THAT ALREADY KNOWS ሃጋህ. DO YOU 
REMEMBER CLEMENTINE?“ “YOu MEAN МУ 
STUDENT?" — YES HERE. HE'S FROM 
SCHOTTLAND; ISN'T НЕ?" SILVIWS WAS, SILENT (የዛ 
ASTONISHMENT. -, WELL, WELL DRY. LP 
THEN," THEY SAID GOODBYE. HE CLOSED THE 
ТАУ! DOOR AND GREETED THE TAXI. DRIVER. 
МО ONE WAS W THE REARVIEW MIRROR 
ANYMORE. THEY REACHED THE FAMILY'S 
HOUSE AND HE RANG THE BELL. THE DOOR 
OPENED AND THE WHOLE FAMILY WAS 
STANDING THERE. TAUL. FATHER, BROAD 
MOTHER, BESPECTACLED. KLEMENTYNA AND 
HER LITTLE “BROTHERS. ALL EQUALLY 
BEAMING FROM THE VISIT. =, WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING HERE, ACTUALLY? DAD IMMEDIATELY 
ASKED AT THE HEAD OF THE ТАӨМЕ-АТ THE 
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JOINT DINNER. -,,ANY RESEARCH? OQ ONLY 
RECREATIONALLYT" -, DON'T BOMBARD HIM 
WITH/SD MANY: QUESTIONS," INTERJECTED 
THE MOTHER DF THE FAMILY, -,, EVEN МЕ НЕ 
ONLY CAME TO VISIT. US, ITS. VERY NICE DF 
HIM." „Au ALSO POLITE, WHEN | WAS 
WITH HIM AT THE DRNITHOLOGICAL STATION 
FOR SEVERAL YEARS, MR: FELIX." 
KLEMENTYNA (ALSO: JOINED IN THE END, 
SILVWS HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO AGREE. НЕ 
ONT WORRY MUCH ABOUT’ WHAT МЕ 
SHOULD AND SHOULDN'T 02 HERE, HE WAS 
HAPPY THAT НЕ COULO EAT AND DRINK WELL 
AFTER THE LONG FLIGHT AND FINALLY REST 
WIS HEAD. AFTER DINNER ME ASKED FOR A 
SROWER AND ል ROOM, HE WAS GIVEN THE 
ATTIC WHERE HIS GRANDMOTHER USED TI 
LIVE, - ¿WE APOLOGIZE FOR THE MESS, BUT 
LITTLE KLEMENT ALWAYS COMES HERE TO 
PLAY AND HE DOES IT THE WAY Y 15 HERE," 
SAID THE MOTHER, "MIMO, UM MIT COMING 
MERE," KLEMENT SAID ON THE CONTRARY. 
„ МОРЕ GRANDMA DIDN'T. DIE HERE,“ 
SINUS WANTED то KNOW, “NO, чо, “ме 
MOTHER CONSOLED HIM, =, HE'S AN A 
RETIREMENT HOME NOW, YOU KNOW, OLD 
PEOPLES” SILVIUS PREFERRED TO, REMAIN 
SILENT, ዛፎ HIMSELE WAS ል PENSIONER. HE 
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WAS LEET HERE ALONE, AMONG THE BOXES. 
НЕ CLOSED HIS EYES AND LAY FOR ABOUT 
TWO HOURS WHEN HE. WAS AWAKENED. BY ል 
SOFT VOICE: =A SOCK WORN FOR 1% gas 
UNDER THE PILLOW BRINGS BETTER DREAMS. 
LAM melt AM MEL THERE iç ND ACORN YET, 
Т FELL FROM A TREE N «GROWS- INTO ል 
TREE, (IT'S FOR MAKING ል CRADLE, AT'S 
ROCKING A BABY, AT-GROWS INTO A MAN, IT 
LIES DOWN WITH МЕ,“ ¿SIMEIME- SAID, 
MOVING THE BOXES. AROUND THE ROOM. HE 
WATCHED AND LISTENED FOR A WHILE UNTIL 
HE SAW MIM, ል LITTLE ELF IN A GROTESQUE 
OuTeIT, HE FELT FOR A SLIPPER BY THE BED 
AND FLICKED NN Od. -,, LOOK HOW YOU'RE 
GOING TI. WASH YOUR. HART HE VIT HIM IN 
THE ¿HEAD AND THE ELF FELL TO. THE 
GROUND. SILVIUS HID UNDER THE COVERS AND 
WAITED ТО SEE WHAT WOULD HAPPEN, THE 
GOBLIN TERRIFIED. HIM AAITTLE. HE $1250 
UP AND EXAMINED» THE LINEN SLIPPERS. 
THEN НЕ BEGAN:-, HARDEN, HARDEN, 
HARDEN, ! WILL NOT GRIND DR TRAMPLE, 1F 
YOU. HAVE. .GIVEN МЕ COOTHES, | HAVE 
SERVED YOU FOR MANY YEARS, THRIFT CAN 
GO, BAD. LUCK CAN STAY, \ WILL: TRAVEL 
FAR.“ ME. FINISHED AND IMMEDIATELY 
DISAPPEARED. HE WAS SHIT. Sus STOSO 
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ое AND LOOKED AROUND THE ROOM. HE 
ALSO DISAPPEARED WITH HIS SLIPPER. HE 
HEARD BANGING OM «THE WINDOW IN THE 
ROOF ABOVE HIS BED. SOMETHING VAGUE 
WAS BUMPING INTO мм. AT LOOKED LIKE A 
GIANT FROG. Å WINGED GIANT FROG WITH ል 
TAIL, HE MAD THE WINGS ጋፍ ል ВАТ АМО THE 
TONGUE OE А SNAKE, „Fog 4205 SAKE“ 
SILVIUS SHOUTED AND GRABBED THE BROOM 
AS THE CLOSEST. THING HE COULD 02. НЕ 
QUICKLY OPENED THE WINDOW BEFORE THE 
MONSTER BROKE IT AND STARTED. POKING AT 
ҮС VIOLENTLY. WITH’ THE BROOM. =, VOU 
MONSTER!" HE WAS CALLING MER; THÉ. NEXT 
(MOMENT. тине DOOR OPENED AND THE 
FATHER DF THE FAMILY WAS STANDING IN IT, 
=, WHAT ARE THESE WOUNDS HERE? Su vus 
LOOKED BACK, BUT THE. CREATURE HAD 
DISAPPEARED. HE TOOK THE BROOM DUT OF 
THE WINDOW АМО STOOD STIFELY AT THE 
WINDOW TS CLOSE N. „So YOU SWEPT SUR 
ROOF HERE, MR FELIX, BUTI DIDN'T EXPECT 
THAT FROM ሃጋህ. THAT'S PROBABLY SOME 
KIND OF “CUSTOM » THERE, 15477 IT?“ Nut 
FATHER ጋፍ THE FAMILY MEASURED HIM WITH 
ል STRICT EYE, —, WELL, TO GO TO SLEEP 
SILVAUS “LAY BACK IN BED. FATHER’ TURNED 
ОЕЕ “THE LIGHTS AND CLOSED THE. DIOR, 
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SILVIUS FELT THE EXCITEMENT FOR ል WHILE 
LONGER’ AND THEM FINALLY FELL ASLEEP. 
IM THE MORNING, THE WHOLE FAMILY, AND 
THE GUEST GATHERED AGAIN FOR BREAKFAST. 
-, MR. FELIX WANTED TO SWEEPOUR RIDE 
AT NIGHT,” SAID THE FATHER ጋዩ THE FAMILY, 
-, WELL, NOT REALLY,” ANSWERED SILVIUS. 
= „SAW ል CREATURE. THERE THAT LOOKED 
LIKE ል FROG BUT WAS WINGED AND HAD THE 
TONGUE AND ТАҢ, ጋዩ ል SNAKE.” MOTHER 
STARTED. TO LAUGH:.-,, MR. FELIX, YOU ARE 
ALREADY RETIRED FROM THOSE BIRDS," SHE 
SAID) POLITELY. THAT HE WAS CRAZY. ,, 
WEL THAT DOESN'T SEEM RIGHT TO ME, 
Ме. белху. YOu «NOW, | COME FROM 
WELSH AND THERES WE CALLED THESE 
CREATURES HLAM-IG=INSEE DOOR, SPELLED 
LLÄMHIGYN Y ом; MEANING WATER LEAP. 
BUT DON'T BELIEVE YOu SAW HIM, BECAUSE 
ІТ ONLY APPEARS THERE,” SAID THE FATHER 
WITH A GRAVE EXPRESSION AND SERIOUS 
TONE, ISN'T ат POSSIBLE. FOR SOMEONE 
TO FLY HERE?" -,, MO, TMAT. (5 COMPLETELY 
Sur OF THE 2065Т12М8.7--,4Т IS MORE 
LIKELY THAT A WATER VAMPIRE ¿WILL 
APPEAR IN THE. BATH ፦ A VIPER FROM 
WALES, WHERE | COME FROM," SAID. THE 
MOTHER OF THE FAMILY. SUDDENLY. LITTLE 
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KLEMENT CAME de O SILVIUS AND HANDED 
HIM SOME BOOK. ATU INDEX. Å PAGE WAS 
FOUNDED IN IT AND А MOUSE ELF CALLED 
BROWNIE, OR URISK, OR BROONIE, YOR 
«ህል6ልርክ Was DEPICTED IN IT. THESE 
HOUSEHOLD SPIRITS WORK AT NIGHT AND 
HAVE POETIC TALENTS. 

THAT EXPLAINS ል LOT, SILVIWS THOUGHT. 
n уду ARE ANTERESTED AND THESE 
CREATURES, WE CAN GO Jo LOCH NESS," 
ANNOUNCED THE MOTHER, -, Yes" LITTLE 
KLEMENT CALLED OUT, AND KLEMENTYNA 
JOINED IN. FATHER STILL LOOKED THE SAME, 
Тиеу DROVE А JEEP ALONG LOCH NESS, 
SILVIVS HELD OM TIGHTLY TO THE. BACK ጋዩ 
THE CAR. НЕ WAS WEARING ል HIKING HAT, 
WHICH HE HAD TO HOLD ON TO BECAUSE OF 
THE STRONG WIND,“ LOOK! You ARE NOT! 
CLEMENTINE CALLED. LITTLE CLEMENT HAD 
TO “STAND YO SEE” DOWN TO THE LAKE. 
SILVIUS PEEKED IN 120. FOUR MESSIES, ል 
WHOLE. FAMILY,’ WERE GATHERING TOGETHER 
RIGHT 2ህፕፒ5!0ዌ FORT Abus us. SiL VWS 
BEGAN TO FEEL LIKE HE WAS IN MIS 
FAVORITE BOOK JURASSIC PARK BY MICHAEL 
CRICHTON, NESSIES HAD LONG NECKS LIKE 
SAVROPODS, ONLY THEY HAD TWO HORNS ON 
THEIR HEADS LIKE SNAILS. YOU COULD ONLY 
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SEE THAT THEY HAD HUGE FINS. HOWEVER, 
THEY WERE CLOSEST TO ELASMOSAURS DR 
PLESIOSAURS, -, THEY. LOOK LIKE WHEN THE 
BIG LAKE SNAKES SWALLOWED!) THE 
ELEPHANTS AND TVEN THEY STAYED 
BEHIND,” COMMENTED LITTLE KLEMENT ON 
THE CREATURE, AND MW Gade SiL VIUS LAUGH. 
THEY CONTINUED ALONG THE COAST FROM 
WHICH. YOU COULD Set Jug OTHER SIDE TO 
FOVERS, WHERE THERE WERE ALSO MORE 
THAN А SSW AND THEN MORE AND MORE 
APPEARED UNTIL URAQUHART BAY OPENED 
ሀዩ IM FRONT OF THEM, WHERE THERE WAS ል 
WHOLE. FLOCK DE THEM AND MORE WERE 
COMING ALONG, 52 THEY. THERE, WERE В 
DOZEN OF THEM. We WILL PROBABLY 
NEVER SEE THEM AGAIN,“ SAID SILVIUS. THE 
FATHER, LOOKED GRUMPY, THE MOTHER 
TRIUMPHANT, AND KLEMENTIO AND 
KLEMENTYNA EXCITED. THEY WALKED, TO 
THE VERY EDGE OF THE BAY, WHERE THERE 
WAS A LOOKOUT POINT FOR VISITORS. THERE 
WERE FEW PEOPLE HERE, , 1. WAS WAITING 
FOR YOU небе” THE- MYSTERIOUS MAN 
SPOKE TO SILVIUS AGAIN FROM THE 
UNKNOWN, “U HAVE “SOMETHING FOR YOU 
HERE,“ мє PULLED OUT AN ENVELSPE AND 
HANDED IT TO SILVIOS, HE REACHED DUT FOR 
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MER ANO ል ut0EOUS CLAWED CLAW GRABBED 
HER FROM ABOVE. -,,HE MUST NOT FLY 
AWAYI" THE MYSTERIOUS STRANGER CALLED 
AND RAN AFTER HER, SILVIS THE SAME, 
„Ws SKREEL LOOKIN THE GLIDE CALLED 
OUT. „ THATIS А PHENDMENONI > Су мус. 
LOOKED. BACK BEHIND THE WORDS AND SAW 
THAT HE WAS THE ONLY ONE RUNNING AFTER 
THE WINGED BEAST oe aA WOMAN. THE 
MYSTERIOUS MAN. DISAPPEARED AGAIN. SHE 
есем. BRISKLY AND REBELLIOUSLY. SILVILS 
STRETCHED. HIS ARMS AND TRIED TO KEEP oe 
THE PACE EVEN WITH HIS ADVANCED AGE. 
BUT SHE GOT AWAY FROM HIM ANYWAY, 
BLONG. THE HILLSIDE AND THEN SHE ELEW 
OVER THE LAKE, FROM WHICH ል LONG NECK 
WITH: A HEAD AND SHARP TEETH THAT TORE 
AT THE, WOMAN WITH WINGS, ONLY. HER 
STUMP LANDED IN THE EDGE OF THE LAND 
NEXT TO THE ENTRANCE TO. THE LAKE, 
SUDDENLY CAME OUT. SHE WAS STILL 
CLUTCHING THE ENVELOPE., SILVIUS “WALKED 
TO IT PANTING ANDIOPENED IT. THERE WERE 
PLANE TICKETS IN IT) =, THANKS NESSA." 
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AFRICA 


THIS TIME THE TICKETS ОҒ SILVIUS WERE 
TAKEN Т2.ТНЕ STATE OF NIGER. Å COUNTRY 
THAT HE KNEW VERY UITTLE ABOUT UNTIL 
THEN AND. THAT ІТ WAS SOMEWHERE IN 
AFRICA. HE GUESSED NT. WOULD BE NAMED 
AFTER A RIVER BECAUSE HE HAD SOME BASIC 
KNOWLEDGE SF LEADERSHIP, THE AIRPORT 
WAS .FULL ODF PEOPLE, BUT THIS TIME NO 
ONE WAS WAITING FOR HIM. HE CLIMBED DULT 
то THE PARKING LOT AND LOOKED. AROUND 
FOR TAXIS; BUT WHEN MIS EYES MET ONE 
WAITING TAXI DRIVER, HE LOWERED THEM, 
WHERE WOULD HE EVEN Go? HE ONLY GOT 
THE PLANE TICKETS AND THAT WAS IT. NO 
INFORMATION, MO’ CLUES: NOTHING. THE 
AFOREMENTIONED TAXI DRIVER. WAS 
ALREADY THERE, SMILING = HI! DS vo 
WANT TO TAKE ME SOMEWHERE OR ARE YOU 
WAITING FOR” SOMEONET": -,,UM NOT 
WAITING, 6ህፕ.! DOM'T KNOW. WHERE | WANT 
TO-LEAD. AT LEAST FOR NOW." "THEN ALL 
TAKE vou TO THE CITY, AT LEAST YOU САМ 
GO ХЭ. THE HOTEL THERE,” SUGGESTED THE 
AFRICAN, “Окду,“ SILVIUS SIGHED AND. SAT 
DOWN Tut AFRICAN STEPPED DN THE GAS 
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AND THEY DROVE INTO TOWN. ALONG THE 
DESERT/ON A CRACKED CONCRETE ROAD. 
BEFORE LONG THEY WERE IN THE CENTER 
SEYNIAMEY. PAID, GOT OUT. НЕ WAS IN ል 
HOTEL, AM ORDINARY ZONE, THE BEST YOU 
WOULD EXPECT IN THE LEAST DEVELOPED 
COUNTRY. AM THE WORLD. AFTER LODGING, 
HE WENT. OUT INTI THE STREETS AND 
WAMEDIATELY WENT TO THE RESTAURANT 
NEXT TO. THE HOTEL. ል MAN SAT HERE WITH 
ALL HIS WIVES, THERE WERE FIVE OF THEM. 
THEY SMOKED HIIKAM AND LISTENED TO 
LOCAL RHYTHMIC MUSIC. —, WHERE DID: YOu 
ELY FROM?" HE ASKED нім WHEN НЕ 
NOTICED THAT НЕ WASN'T одек LIKE. THE 
OTHER AFRICANS. "FROM SCOTLAND," SAID 
SILVWS. = WHAT ARE YOU DOING HERE?" НЕ 
ASKED. -, AM HERE ON. VACATION AND WE 
ARE ALREADY RETIRED,“ HE ANSWERED. 
A ANO WHAT 010. YOU 097 -, 1 WAS. AN 
ORMITHOLOGIST.” LAU, ме KNOW THAT, 
WELL, ATS a PITYLTHAT NOT FISH, ON THE 
EAST COAST OF. AFRICATTHEY . HANE А RARE 
PHENOMENON —/-CATIMERIA, A STRANGE SEA 
CREATURE WITH LOTS ОҒ FINS AND А JAW 
FULL. DOF NEEDLE=SHARP TEETH. ል 
WHOPPING. HUNDRED POUNDS 15 JFFERED 
FOR MER CATCH. OW AGAIN OM THE, OTHER 
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SIDE «TO. THE NORTH-EAST, IN THE “PLACES 
OF THE LEPER MILE, AN ANIMAL WITH AN 
DVERGROWN BODY APPEARS - THE GIGANTUS 
CATFISH, WELL, BUT WHEN- codes TO 
BIRDS, GOAI THE. SAHARA, THERE THEY HAVE 
THE MOST BEAUTIFUL BIRDS. AND EVEN ል 
DINOSAUR = Вот UM NOT. ASHAMED OF 
DINOSAURS... SUVS STOPPED AND 
THOUGHT. “WHAT DINDSAUR?™ HE ASKED 
BACK. „A GIANT REPTILE THAT HAS LONG 
LIMBS, CAN. STAND ON ITS BACK AND ВЕ. AS 
BIG AS THE TALLEST MAN," THE MAN 
DESCRIBED. HIM. =,, AND WHERE SHOULD: I 
START MY SEARCH?“ "TAKE THE TRAIN TO 
THE EAST" HE ADVISED НІМ, НЕ DID SO. THE 
VERY NEXT DAY. HE ARRIVED) SOMEWHERE 
IM THE VERY CENTER ot THE COUNTRY. AND 
GOT DEF SOMEWHERE АМ ል VILLAGE. НЕ 
WALKED AROUND. UNTIL HE FOUND THE. HOME 
ЗЕ THE MAYOR OR VILLAGE CHIEF. - „НИ“ HE 
GREETED HIM, “I'M COOKING FOR SOME KIND 
OF REPTILE THAT STANDS ON ITS BACK," SAID 
SILYWS. —, KNOWIWHAT. YOU. MEAN. COME 
WITH MEN THE HEAD. OF THE HOUSE TOOK 
MIM. THERE WAS A GIANT REPTILIAN SKULL 
WITH. BIG TEETH. “CROCODILE BOAR, 
KAPROSUCHUS SAMARICUS," HE SAID HIS FULL 
NAME. “THE SKULL SHADY UNUSUALLY. LARGE 
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ATTACKING TEETH. Д ОТ OF PEOPLE 
THOUGHT ME WAS ል MUTANT мно GREW LP 
IN THE TUNNELS DE THE URANIUM ORE 
MINES. OTHERS THAT IT IS ONLY ል LEGEND: | 
CAUGHT HIM. | SAW RIM BITE. THE HEAD AND 
NECK ጋዩ THE MAN RIGHT AN FRONT OF ME, 
HIS MOUTH. WAS FULL, 52 HE -DIDNIT HAVE ል 
CHANCE WITH MEN , GSE N JOB," Suvws 
PRAISED HIM, - ЛЕ “YOU WANT TO 
EXPERIENCE SOMETHING, GO TO KENYA. 

THAT'S WHERE THE BRAIN EATER. (5 
LOCATED,“ THE VILLAGE CHIEF TOLD HIM, НЕ 
LEFT SILVILS WITH HIM FOR. THE NIGHT AND 
SET OFF BY TRAIN THE NEXT DAY. IT WAS ል 
JOURNEY ጋዩ SEVERAL DAYS THROUGH 
SEVERAL STATES. CHAD, EVERYTHING WENT 
SMOOTHLY. HOWEVER, IN THE CENTRAL 
AFRICAN REPUBLIC, THERE WAS ል DEVIATION 
IN THE TRACK, THEY HAD TO. WAIT HALF ል 
DAY BEFORE THE TRACK WAS REPAIRED. 
MEANWHILE, SILVIUS AMUSED HIMSELF WITH 
ል NATIVE WHO Was RIDING WITH HIM IN ል 
WAGON. ME TOLD RIM HOW НЕ HAD FLOWN 
TO AFRICA. BLIND AND THAT HE was 
SUPPOSED TO FOLLOW THE TRACKS OF SOME 
PREDATORY LIZARD. THE SIZE OF A MAN, 
ONLY TD FINALLY SEE ITS SKULL AND THAT 
НЕ WAS NOW GOING TO KENYA TO FINO 
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SOME KIND OF BRAIN EATER, „ ¿ALSO 
HEARD A RUMOR ABOUT AN OVERGROWN 
LIZARD - ÚIPEKVE, de THE KILLER OF 
ELEPHANTS, BUT MOST OF THEM ARE SAID TO 
BE HIPPOPOTAMUSES ALIVE, BECAUSE THE 
ELEPHANTS ARE ¿SAID TO HAVE ALREADY 
BEEN DRIVEN SUT OF NERE. SOME DESCRIBE 
HIM ልፍ HALF ELEPHANT AND HALE LIZARD, IT 
REACHES THE sade 5126 AS AN ELEPHANT, 
SD PEOPLE KEEP. ል GREAT DISTANCE FROM 
N. NM MAS ል LONG NECK AND ELONGATED 
MAUTU AFTER A REPTILE, AND EVEN HAS ል 
SMALLER HORMON ITS HEAD. HE CAM. STAND 
ON MIS BACK ANO HAS LONG CUAWS, 
ACCORDING TO SOME STORIES, “THEY ¿ARE 
МОТ EVEN AFRAID оғ RHINOS. HE LIKET TO 
МУЕ- CLOSE TO WATER, LIKES TO SWIM. 
SOME ATTRIBUTE ITS SHAPES TO DINOSAURS, 
BUT TELL МЕ, WOULD. ሃጋህ LOOK FOR IT 
ANYWHERE?" THEY LOOKED AROUND AT THE 
DENSE JUNGLE AROUND THEM. “WELL, NOT 
AT ALL, LAUGHED’ SCs. AFTER A FEW 
MORE HOURS, THE ROUTE WAS REPAIRED AND 
THEY WERE: ABLE TO. CONTINUE BY TRAIN. 
SILVIUS WAS ል LITTLE WORRIED ABOUT 
сорта. SUDAN, Sur IT TURNED OUT THAT 
AFRICAN, STREET HAD EVERYTHING UNDER 
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CONTROL. FINALLY, KENYA. NAKURU CITY. 
HE PERFORMED MERE. HE WENT LOOKING 
FOR SOMETHING TO HOLD DN TO. SUDDENLY 
HE HEARD ል LANGUAGE HE UNDERSTOOD:; НЕ 
QUICKLY WENT AFTER MIM AND TUGGED ON 
WIS SLEEVE, „Sm, 4220 DAY. | AM SILVIUS 
FELIX. COULD YOu JUST ADVISE ME PLEASE, | 
HEAR YOU SPEAK THE. SAME LANGUAGE," 
SILVIUS BEGAN URGENTLY. -,,WELL, 6220 
DAY, VES, SURE. WHAT ARE YOu INTERESTED 
(የ47”" ል YOUNG MAN DRESSED IN “HUNTING 
GEAR ASKED. , ANY "ACCOMMODATION?" 
” LL TAKE YOu THERE TO THE HOSTELS 
WHERE. | LIVE TOO," HEZ SAID AND WENT 
WITH SILVIUS BACK TO THE HOSTELS, WHERE 
НЕ HELPED HIM GET SETTLED. -,, WHAT ARE 
YOu „EVEN DOINGS HERE? HE ASKED. HIM 
AFTER INTRODUCING HIMSELE AS VURA, =, “м 
LOOKING FOR SOME KIND ጋዩ BRAIN EATER 
MERE," ANNOUNCED Зи мис. YURA LIKED. MIS 
HEAD WITH A MAT. — THAT'S SOMETHING! 
YOU PROBABLY MEAN KERYT," BEGAN YURA, 
= СМЕ ALSO HEARD ል UOT ABOUT. HIM, I'VE 
BEEN LIVING NERE FOR A YEAR NOW, AND 
THOSE. STORIES ARE FLOATING IN THE ETHER 
LIKE MOSQUITOES. ULL TELL’ YOU 
SOMETHING, HEAVEN SENT YOu HERE: NO 
REAL CHALLENGE IN THE TIME I'VE BEEN 
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MERE, AND YOu ARE ል CRYPTIZIILIAIST?" 
"NO, ONLY AN ORNITHOLOGIST,” HE 
ANSWERED. -, WELL, IT'S МОТ VERY CLOSE 
TOY EACH OTHER,“ COMMENTED Yum. 
- “WELL, HOW. WILL) SHE GET. MARRIED, UVE 
BEEN DOING CRYOTOZOOLOGY ALL MY LIFE 
IN МУ EREE TIME," EXPLAINED” SILVIUS, 
= UM SURPRISED YOU'RE NOT MORE 
INTERESTED IN“ KONGAMATA OR AN 
ETHIOPIAN DEATH BIRD,“ CONTINUED’ VURA. 
NWE ALREADY SEEN THAT KONGAMAT, BUT 
| HAVEN'T BEEN ТО ETHIOPIA VET." 
-HREALLY? 010. YOu SEE HIM? THINS NOTA 
4220 SIGN: IT (5 SAID то BRING DEATH" 
"WELL, AS YOU САМ SEE, UM STILL ALIVE” 
AND YOU WERE AN THE SwamMes ЗЕ 
740307“ -,MO, 1 SAW HIM AT MY PLACE IN 
THE JUNGLE NEAR МУ ORNITHOLOGICAL 
STATION. -,,MONSENSE! YOU MUST. HAVE 
GONE CRAZY.“=,,NO, REALLY. IT WAS RED IN 
COLOR, WITH BIG WINGS ANO CLAWS AND 
THAT GIANT SKELETAL HEAD WITH DEADLY 
TEETH.” =, DIO HE ATTACK YOU? | DON'T SEE 
ANY. INJURIES." "BUT PLEASE. U RAN AWAY 
FROM HIM." - WELL, WELL, ANYWAY, YOU 
HAVEN'T. SEEN KERYT OR THE ETHIOPIAN 
DEATH. BIRD YET, SO ሃጋሀ'ኑፍ HAVE 
SOMETHING TO EXPLORE FURTHER... =, BUT 
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WHATS. WRONG WITH удо, "M ALREADY 
OLD, V JUST WANT TO EXPERIENCE 
SOMETHING AGAIN IN MY: OLD AGE." “YOU'LL 
ENJOY IT, DON'T WORRY, TOMORROW WELL 
GO SOMEWHERE WHERE THEY MIGHT KNOW 
WHERE THE BEAST IS. WE'LL. BLY SUPPLIES 
AND TAKE. ል FEW “TRAINED HUNTERS WITH 
US." -,, OKAY, THEN, THEY AGREED, Амо 
THEY REALLY STOCKED: ое THE NEXT DAY. 
VURA “PICKED ህቦ HIS ACQUAINTANCES WHO 
LIVED. IN THE LOCALITY AND SET OFF. IN 
ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLES INTO THE 
САУАММАН,-, НЕ SHOULD ВЕ FOUND MERE," 
ሃህድል ANNOUNCED. WHEN “THEY: STOPPED = 
“ем. GO FURTHER INTO THE FOREST, SET 
о? CAMP THERE AND SET Tages,“ НЕ 
ORDERED. EVERYONE LISTENED TO. HIM: 
THEY FOUND A 6220 SPOT IN THE. JUNGLE 
WHERE THEY SET UP CAMP. AND VARIDUS 
ANIMAL REMAINS SUCH AS FRESH BONES. 
“NOW WE JUST HAVE YO WAIT" SAID YURA 
BY THE ҒІРЕ,-; "THAT'S THE FOOT ОҒ MOUNT 
ELGON, THAT'S EXACTLY WHERE Ws FOUND. 
ITS SAID TD BE VERY BLOODTHIRSTY. AT 
MIGHT, IT BREAKS INTO THE NATIVES' 
DWELLINGS AND CRUSHES THE SKULLS OF ITS 
SLEEPING VICTIMS AND SUCKS OUT THEIR 
BRAINS.” THE MEN BY <THE FIRE LAUGHED, 
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ONLY. SILVIUS WAS SILENT. DON'T LALGH 
TOD MUCH. YOu HAVE NO CHANCE AGAINST 
THIS CREATURE ALONE. 

НЕ AS MOST SIMILAR TO A BEAR AND WHEN 
МЕ STANDS ON, MS BACK, МЕ 15 ӨР TO TWO 
METERS TALL. IT HAS DARK LONG FUR AND ል 
SHORT TAIL. ELONGATED HEAD WITH FANGS. 
HOWEVER, THE STRONGEST HAS HANDS WITH 
CLAWS. UP TO FIVE CENTIMETERS LONG НЕ 
MOVES LIKE A BEAR = CLUMSILY. HE CAN 
EVEN SCALP WITH MIS PAW... AND 
SUPPOSEDLY. TUE ROMANS USED IT FOR 
MATCHES” IN THE CIRCUS OF DEATH WITH 
GLADIATORS,“ COWMTINUEO- YURA” „Wer. 
HOW DS we CATCH "M?" Su vis ASKED, 
BY: ALL AVAILABLE MEANS," “REPLIED 
YURA, ANO THE GROUP ODF HUNTERS AROUND 
CHEERED. THEY LAY BY THE FIRE FOR. A 
WHILE LONGER WHEN SILVIUS WENT. INTO 
THE TENT, HE NEEDED А ЧАР. HE WOKE UP 
IN THE MIGHT. HEY HAD TO 42 BIG HE 
CLIMBED OLT OF THE “TENT: AND. SAW ል 
COUPLE OF МЕЧ BY THE. FIRE KEEPING 
WATCH. - UM GOING TO FUCK YOU GUYS, 
COVER MY ASS.“ THE HUNTERS LAUGHED: ME 
CRAWLED BEHIND SOME BURDOCKS AND 
BEGAN “TO. RELIEVE HIMSELF. WHAT. THE 
HELL’ IS HE GOING ТО WIPE HIMSELE WITH? 
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HE TRIED TO FEEL FOR SOME BURDOCK, BUT 
INSTEAD HE FELT ል LONG FUR IN HIS HAND, 
НЕ TURNED HIS MEAD: TOWARDS IT AND OUT 
SETHE DARKNESS ል HUGE PREDATOR BARED 
ITS FANGS: AT HIM, EVEN WITHOUT WIPING 
THE HALVES, SILVIUS HASTILY PULLED UP HIS 
PANTS AND RAM BACK TO THE FIRE WITH THE 
SPEED ОҒ OLD LIGHTNING. „s THERE! 
KERITI 15 THERE!” HE CALLED OUT TO THE 
MAN AND POINTED ТО -WHERE HE HAD 
CLIMBED- OUT. THE MEN PANICKED. AND 
STARTED FIRING THEIR RIFLES IN THAT 
DIRECTION, YURA CLIMBED OUT DF THE TENT 
AND LOOKED AROUND TO SEE WHAT WAS 
HAPPENING. – THERE 15 KERYTI SOMEONE 
SPOKE LP, YuRA TOOK ws RIFLE AND JOINED 
THE МЕЧ. HALE DF THEM STAYED IN. THE 
CAMP, THE OTHER TOOK. THE HUNTERS AND 
WENT TO INSPECT THE TRAPS AND DECOYS. 
AFTER ል WHILE THEY CAME BACK. 
- NOTHING ANYWHERE! WE HAD TO SCARE 
HIM WITH THOSE) SHOTS.“ “НЕ ALMOST 
ATTACKED ME,“ ANNOUNCED Sit Мис, "1 EVEN 
TOUCHED “HIM,” HE ADDED, -,YOu DON'T 
EVEN KNOW HOW LUCKY YOU ARE. AFTER 
ALL, ME COULD HAVE KILLED YOu WITH ONE 
BLOW.“ “GRADUALLY. THEY LAY DOWN AGAIN 
AND “WAITED. FOR THE SECOND DAY, ‘THEY 
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GAVE: ІТ ONE MORE NIGHT BUT NOTHING 
HAPPENED. THEY PACKED ОР THE CAMP AND 
HEADED” BACK. SILVIUS SAID GOODBYE TO 
YURA, WHO NOT ONLY NAVIGATED WIM: TO 
ETHIDPIAABUT. ALSO. INVITED HIM TO HIS 
NATIVE «COUNTRY. = THE CZECH REPUBLIC, 
SILVIUS THANKED FOR EVERYTHING AND SET 
DEF. ETHIOPIA WAS A WILD LAND FULL ОҒ 
BEAUTIFUL FEASTS FOR. THE EYES, HE GOT 
OFF AT SOME CONVENIENT TRAIN STATION 
AND ASKED THE RESIDENTS ЛЕ THE ETHIOPIAN 
DEATH BIRD WAS AROUND. THEY. TOLD WIM 
THAT THERE WAS NO SUCH BIRD, THAT IT. WAS 
ONLY A SCARE FOR THE CHILDREN, BUT THAT 
ІТ WAS THE NAME OF ል LARGE ВАТ THAT 
SUCKED ሀሮ CATTLE ОМ HOT NIGHTS/AND HAD 
PREVIOUSLY DARED ТО ATTACK HUMANS: 
TODAY, HOWEVER, SUCH CASES HAVE 
COMPLETELY DISAPPEARED. AS WELL AS ITS 
EXISTENCE. HOWEVER; SILVIUS 0107 NOT 
WORRY. BY REACHING ETHIOPIA HE GAINED 
DIRECT ACCESS. TO THE OCEAN АМО THUS ል 
VOYAGE TO AUSTRALIA. 
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AUSTRALIA 


= THERE ARE FEW PEDPLE LIKE vob. YOU 
WOULD BE NEEDED, CONSIDER HOW BIG THE 
WORLD IS AND EVERYWHERE THEY HAVE 
SOME SUCH CREATURES FOR WHOM THE 
QUESTION REMAINS WHETHER THEY REALLY 
STILL EXIST. AND WISH. TO 8€ REVEALED,“ 
THE MAN IN THE HAT-AMD GLASSES SUDDENLY 
SPOKE TO SWLVIUS. THis MADE SILVIUS 
TREMBLE AGAIN, HEHAD. То HOLD ON TO THE 
RAILING. THEY SAILEDAN THE WAVES OF THE 
INDIAN OCEAN. THEY KEPT GETTING BIGGER. 
(т LOOKED LIKE SOMETHING WAS 
APPROACHING THE SHIP, THERE was NOT A 
CLOUD N THE SKY. - ¿WE ARE APPROACHING 
THE SHORES OF AUSTRALIA. A WHILE NORTH 
OF HERE, THERE 1S AN ISLAND CALLED RINC 
IN THE AREA ОҒ INDONESIA, AND GIANT 
NUTERACKERS ARE SAID TO LIVE THERE? SUCH 
CREATURES WITH SUCH AN EXCELLENT SENSE 
OF SMELL THAT THEY CAN DETECT APERSON 
AT A GREAT DISTANCE AND FLEE FROM HIM 
ALONG Oe DF THE FEW PATHS THEY HAVE 
MADE IN THE RUGGED TERRAIN, ESPECIALLY 
Эм SUCH COASTS AS МЕ ARE/NOW 
APPROACHING, ONLY BY ANOTHER LAND. 
LOCALS CALL THEM “MYSTERIOUS МЕУ 
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BECAUSE THEY ARESVERY. SHY, THAT 15 WHY 
THEY PREFER NIGHT TIME. COLONIES OF 
THESE ANIMALS ARE «SAID TO LIVE MAINLY 
SQ ANTS, CRABS AND OTHER SMALL FOOD. 
THEY HAVE QO NATURAL ENEMY, ONLY MAN, 
THE NATIVES RESPECT THEM. AND FOR THE 
SAME REASON PROTECT. THEM FROM 
TOURISTS CAMERAS, LIKE YOu ORME, WE'RE 
LUCKY. THAT WE LOOK THE WAY WE DO AND 
NOT AMAIRRY NATION DE SHORT MEN CALLED 
ORANG PENDEK DF RED COLOR SUPPOSEDLY 
LIVING IN. SUMATRA LET'S BE HAPPY, 
FRIENDS, THAT. WE ARE WHO WE ARE АМО 
MO ORE (5 TAKING PICTURES ጋፍ 05 IN THEIR 
PORTEOLID: 26 CATCHES.” Ат THAT, . THE 
MYSTERIOUS MAN WITH THE HAT AND 
GLASSES DISAPPEARED AND A LONG 
TENTACLE APPEARED ON THE DECK IN MIS 
PLACE. AND THEN ANOTHER AND ANOTHER 
AND ANOTHER, THERE WERE ABOUT SIX, ጋዩ 
THEM AND THEY BEGAN TO WRAP 
THEMSELVES AROUND THE HULL OF THE SHIP, 
THE SAILORS PANICKED, THEY THRASHED AND 
JAMMED THEIR TENTACLES ACROSS THE DECK, 
SUDDENLY, THE HEAD ЗЕ A GIANT 
CUTTLEFISH ALSO EMERGED. SHE WAS 
MONSTROUS. „OO SOMETHING!” SILVIUS 
CALLED’ YO THE CAPTAIN. HE SEEMED TO 
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WAKE. LP FROM MIS LETHARGY. HE-PULLED 
OUT ል ELARE AND CLIMBED THE MAST WHERE 
HE HAD А 4220 VIEW. ОҒ MER HEAD. НЕ 
SQUEEZED HER AFTER НЕ FIRED AND THE 
FLARE SPLASMED. OVER НЕП HEAD. THE 
CUTTLEFISH LET DUT ONE LAST BLOW AND 
THEN PLUNGED DOWN INTO THE OCEAN, 
WHERE IT SWAM AWAY. THE WAVES SLOWLY 
SUBSIDED AND THE WHOLE SHIP COUCO 
CONTINDE SAILING THROUGH THE INDIAN 
OCEAN TO THE SHORES DF AUSTRALIA, THEY 
JUST HAD- JO SAIL AROUND THE ENTIRE 
CONTINENT ANO DISEMBARK d Tue 
TERRITORY OF THE CAPITAL OF AUSTRALIA, 
THEY ANCHORED AND DISEMBARKED AN. THE 
ӨТУ от. MELBOURNE, THE WHOLE «CREW 
WAS AS HAPPY AS €VER. MANY ОҒ THEM HAD 
THEIR FAMILIES WAITING THERE. AN 
UNKNOWN MAN IN ል HAT AND GLASSES WAS 
WAITING FOR SILVWLS, SMILING, =, | HOPE NO 
ONE SUFFERED FROM’ SEASICKNESS, ME SAID 
INSTEAD DF GREETING. —, HOW 09 ሃጋህ 02 
IT, THAT YOU ALWAYS SHOW LP.AT THE LEAST 
EXPECTED MOMENTI™ SILVWUS ASKED BACK. 
“SO WHAT ARE WE GOING TO LOOK FOR 
НЕСЕ?" HE ASKED FURTHER WHEN МЕ SAW 
THAT THERE WAS NO ANSWER TO THE FIRST 
QUESTION. l. STILL, OWE YOU THAT GIANT 
447 


LIZARD THAT YOU MAD BAD LUCK WITH AN 
AFRICA,” THE MYSTERIOUS MAN ANSWERED 
ММ. GET READY «FOR THE MEGALANIA 
PRISCA MONITOR LIZARD, “НЕ 
ADDED.- WELL, LETATINOT BE JUST ONE DE 
THE LOCAL TALES SILVILS FELIX WARNED 
HIM. DON'T BE AFRAID ጋዩ 
DISAPPOINTMENT, BE AFRAID OF THE LIZARD 
NOW, 52 THAT yo cad HE WASN'T AFRAID 
ሣሃጋሀ'ዐ SEE HIM FOR REAL. NOW, DON'T WAIT 
HERE FOR ANYTHING AND COME HERE TO THE 
HUNTERS, THEY'LL TAKE YOL THERE, HE LED 
нм TO THE MAN STANDING AT THE DOCKS. 

т-,,А920 DAY," ME GREETED HIM AND 
DISAPPEARED LIKE ALWAYS. ME LEFT SILVIUS 
[የ4 THE DURCH. "GOOD DAY," THE MAN SPOKE 
BACK. AND TURNED TO SILVIUS. = HOW CAN Ú 
HELP YOL?“ HE ASKED POLITELY. =, Um 
LOOKING FOR SOME MONITOR LIZARD," 
REPLIED SILVIUS. “KOWODSKY?™ - ÑO. 
MEGALANIA PRISCA THE MAN WAS 
SPEECHLESS. - LISTEN, KA DON'T KNOW WHO 
YOu ARE OR. WHIA YOU'RE FROM, BUT ГМ 
NOT INTERESTED IN ANY PROBLEMS." - ГМ 
HERE FOR MYSELF, TRAVELING THE WORLD 
AND LOOKING FOR MYSTERIOUS ANIMALS 
AMD Tut LIKE." THE MAN THOUGHT, =, OKAY, 
VEL TAKE YOu AS YOUR VARAN FOR THE TIME 
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BEING, BUT YOU'LL PAY ME DEARLY FOR IT." 
SILVIUS HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO AGREE. 52 
TUEY/TOLD A FEW МЕМ, TOOK ANNALLE 
TERRAIN VEHICLE AND А FEW DAYS SUPPLY 
ОҒ 6220, THEY SET.OFF TO REMOTE AREAS 
WHERE THIS MONITOR LIZARD 15 SUPPOSED 
TO LIVES HE RAN ACROSS THEIR PATH. =,,| 
DIDN'T EXPECT THIS,” SAID THE HUNTER AND 
STOPPED. HE READIED THE RIFLE, THE BEAST 
CLIMBED. OUT DF. THE JUNGLE, WAS SEVEN 
METERS LONG AND. WEIGHED SIX HUNDRED 
KILOS. EVEN THOUGH HE WAS FOUR, HE WAS 
TALLER THAN THE TWO-METER HUNTER НЕ 
MAD JUST ATTACKED. HE WAS A BRAVE AND 
VERY DANGERDUS PREDATOR. THE, REST OF 
THE МЕЧ. SEWED (INTO. IT AS MUCHAS THEIR 
MAGAZINES HAD LEFT. THEIR COMRADE. WAS 
STILL PULLED SUT FROM UNDER THE SHOT 
LIZARD, BUT HIS WEAPON HAD TURNED. INTO 
DESOLATE STATE UNDER THE DEAD WEIGHT 
OF THE LIZARD. TOGETHER THEY LOADED 
ним AND DROVE WM ТО THE CITY, HERE 
THEY HUNG HIM DM A HOOK IN ERONT OF 
THE PUB AND WENT TO DRINK. "SICVIUS, ሃጋህ 
CAM. SLEEP ON MY COUCH TODAY,“ SAID THE 
DRUNKEN HUNTER HENRY FROM THE DOCKS 
AFTER AFEW BEERS AND SHOTS. - MOST OF 
ALL, WE HAVE TO LEAVE TOGETHER EARLIER, 
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OTHERWISE THE BANAP PEDPLE WILL CHASE 
US." =, WHO?" -, BANAPS! THESE ARE THE 
KIND “OF CREATURES THAT LIKE DRUNK 
PEDPLE. THEY. ARE OFTEN CHASED IF THEY 
LEAVE THE PUB IN THE EARLY, HOURS DF THE 
MORNING.” -, Ou, AND WHAT ОО THEY LOOK 
LIKE? — THE BODY Was LIKE A MASSIVE 
CALE, WITH A MANE AROUND THE NECK, FOUR 
LEGS “WITH THREE TOES AND TWO TUSKS 
FROM THE MOUTH. А 0265 HEAD WITH ል 
WALRUS BODY!" “WELL, LET'S GO STRAIGHT 
AWAY," SAID SILVIUS МЕ HELPED HENRY TO 
MIS FEET AND мє LED THEM BOTH TO MS 
ROME! “DID vou MEAR THAT?" SILVILS ASKED 
BETER HEARING. STRANGE NOISES AN. THE 
JUNGLE. „, YES, IT'S A SA., VM LUCKY, SO 
FAR WE CAN ONLY MEAR THEM AND NOT SEE 
THEM. Ws EARLY, WE'RE LEAVING THE РОВ 
EARLY,” HENRY EXPLAINED, DROPPING THE 
TWO DF THEM INTO HIS ABODE, не FELL TO 
THE FLOOR NEXT TO THE COUCM AND 
IMMEDIATELY SNORED HIMSELF TO. SLEEP. 
SILVIUS LAY DAWN PON THE Soca AND IN ል 
FEW MINUTES HE WAS ALSO DOZING OFF. 
=,,ዩ-'ሃጋህ WANT, I HAVE ል TYPE FOR VOL 
WHERE TO FLY. TO NEXT," THEA НОЧТЕВ 
OFFERED TO SILVIUS FROM THE MORNING. 
"GOLDEN. sucee ARE SAID TD, HAVE 
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APPEARED IN NEW ZEALAND.“ .—,;HOW 
GOLDEN SHEEP? SILVIUS WONDERED: "WELL, 
JUST /6о ден SHEER AT'S ል MYSTERY 
„De, ULL HEAD. THERE." =, YOu KNOW, | 
WAS ONCE IÑ TAWTU WHERE IT IS.SAID THAT 
A SPIRIT OF THE DEAD. CALLED TuPAPAL 
LIVES THERE" THE) HUNTER SNEERED AT 
SILNIUS. — WHAT, HAVE YOU METI, 
WELL, | GOT ADVICE OVER GOLD THERE, As 
THEY SAY. WHOEVER STARTS TO RUN AWAY 
FROM. EVIL. WILL NEVER BE ABLE TO STAND 
ve то IT. AND SO | TOOK IT ልፍ MY OWN AND 
AT NIGHT | PURPOSELY WENT SUT WM FRONT 
OF THE. APARTMENT TO SEE ЛЕ 1 COULD SEE 
ANY “OF ¿THE GHOSTS. UNFORTUNATELY, ^ 
WILL DISAPPOINT YOU. V DIDN'T MEET 
ANYONE THERE.” "WELL, AT LEAST ULL BE 
LUCKY WITH THOSE SHEEP, SILVIUS FINALLY 
YOOX AT COMPETITIVELY THAT EVENING 
vos LODGED THERE IN THE CAPITAL, IN 
THE MORNING HE LEFT FOR THE 
COUNTRYSIDE.” CUM LOOKING FOR THE 
GOLDEN SHEEP," НЕ SAID ТО А FARMER. 
-,,УЕАн! YOu SEE” THE WEIGHBOR OVER 
THERE HAS N.“ HE LED HIM TO HIM. MERINO 
SHEEP. REALLY HAD GOLDEN WOOL. > HOW 
IS (T-POSSIBLE?™ — THEY SUPPOSEDLY GET IT 
FROM THE LEAVES DF THE OLIVE TREE. THEY 
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ARE EATING THESWHOLE PLANTATION," 
"MYSTERY SOLVED,” LAUGHED SILVWUS. BUT 
THE ROUTE STARTED: TO UNFOLD ON HIM 
AGAIN. “THIS AS NOT THE END," SAID THE 
REAPPEARED Gad WITH THE ¿HAT AND 
GLASSES, =, THIS TIME YOU'LL TAKE IT TO 
SOUTH AMERICA, "US. А SHORT DISTANCE 
FROM HERE HE HANDED HIM THE TICKETS. 
2 BRAZIL?" SILVIOS WONDERED, SUT THE 
MAN WAS ALREADY GONE AGAIN, 

OM THE PLANE, HE NOTICED AN INTERESTING 
BOOK BY HIS LITTLE ASSISTANT, WHICH 
COINCIDENTALLY ALSO DEALT WITH. HIS 
ADORATION = ICRYPTIZIILIGY. BY 
CASUALLY.. LOOKING WITH ል ርህ6!ጋህ5 EVE, HE 
FOUND INSIDE IT CLUES ልፍ TS WHAT, HE 
SHOULD LOOK FIRM SOUTH AMERICA. HE 
WAS ATTRACTED BY. TITAMIBIA 
CERREJONENSIS - ል SPECIES ጋፍ GIANT 
GRAPE SNAKE, LIVING “IW THE PALEICENE 
PERIOD INTHE TERRITORY OF PRESENT-DAY 
COLOMBIA UP ፕጋ 15 METERS. THE LARGEST 
SNAKE IN THE WORLD, SPECIALIZED IN FISH, 
TITAN STRANGLER,” BICOLOR, A LIGHT AND 
BROWN, BETWEEN GRAY, SANDY AND KHAKI, 
HOWEVER, ACCORDING TO INFORMATION, 
TRE -NATIVES ARE SUPPOSED TO SEE WIM ል 
FEW TIMES A YEARS OR THE FAMOUS TABLE 
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MOUNTAIN WITHOUT AN ENTRANCE TOITA- 
Кобурок. “SiR, DON'T YOU KNOW HOW TO 
GET AD THAT MOUNTAIN?" HE ASKED ል 
LOCAL IMMEDIATELY AFTER LANDING HE 
SENT нм. 72 ALL. THE DEVILS. SO HE WILL 
HAVE TO GO THERE ALONE. HE GOT THERE 
AND PULLED OUT A TOURIST GUIDE FROM ል 
COMPARTMENT NEXT! TO A WOODEN МАР 
BOARD. THE SPIRIT ጋዩ KURUPIRA, ACCORDING 
TO BRAZILIAN FOLKLORE, A MYSTICAL 
CREATURE, SOMETHING LIKE A DEMON, OR A 
SPIRIT OR FAIRY OFTHE JUNGLE, ONLY IT IS 
NOT TAKEN AS A POSITIVE BEING, RATHER 
THE OPPOSITE. ACCORDING TO LEGEND, НЕ 
HAS RED 20 ORANGE HAIR, GLOWS GREEN, 
AND HIS BODY IS THE. SIZE ОҒ A/SMALLER 
MAN, DR EVEN ል OWARE. BUT HIS LEGS ARE 
TURNED, BACKWARDS. HE. LIVES IN. THE 
BRAZILIAN JUNGLE. HE CREATES TRAILS THAT 
LEAU HUNTERS. AND VISITORS TO A 
DIFFERENT TIME THAN WHERE HE WAS 
REALLY, HEADED. IT'S MEANT: TO CONFUSE 
ТНЕМ.НЕ CAN PERFECTLY CREATE VARIOUS 
ILLUSIONS OR 4562040 THAT RESEMBLES ል 
WIGH=—PITCHED "WHISTLING THAT HAUNTS. AND 
DRIVES CRAZY ALL. WHO. MEAR MT MIS 
VICTIMS) SOMEONE EVEN SAW HIM RIDING ል 
WARTHIG. !ፕ 15 SAID TO ATTACK PEOPLE 
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WHOAHAVE LOST THEIR WAY IN THE FOREST 
OR HUNTERS WHO KILL GAME, SO ARE THOSE 
WHO CUT DOWN: FORESTS. (IN SOME AREAS, 
SHE APPEARS AS A SEDUCTIVE GIRL WHO CAN 
DRAIN THE LIFE OUT OF A PERSON WITH 
JUST ል KISS. BUT SOMEONE DESCRIBES WT 
DIFFERENTLY, “SOMEONE SAW MASTODONS 
ON THAT MOUNTAIN.) SOMEONE: DESCRIBES 
MIM WITH THE HEAD OF ል BIRD, THE BODY DE 
A BLOATED LIZARD, A SPIKED TAIL, SOUNDING 
VE WARDS. AN ARCHED BACK WITH A RIDGE. OF 
SERRATED PLATES, LOOKING LIKE ል DOZEN 
ROOSTER MAILS LINED UP INA ROW, TMISAS 
HOW ME (5 DESCRIBED IN THE LOST WORLD 
Sc ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE AND. UIS 
PROFESSOR .CHALLANGER. WHAT ELSE, TO 
EXPECT IN A WORLD RULED BY MAGIC = 
KANDIMBLE AND MACUMBA, THIS: tS BRAZIL. 
THE KANDOMBLE RITUAL, LITERALLY 
TRANSLATED AS BLOOD, 1$ USED TO MERGE 
THE SUPERNATURAL ¿AMD NATURAL WORLDS 
INTO OME TO ALLOW THE JUNGLE DEMON TO 
BE SEEM, FIRST THE “SACRIFICE BY THE 
CIRCULAR AXOGUM AND. THE ман PRIEST 
BABALORIX. FIRST, A TWO-LEGGED ANIMAL 
SUCH ልፍ ል CHICKEN, THEN A SECOND VICTIM 
CONSISTING OF ል FOUR-LEGGED “ANIMAL, 
SUCH AS A. GOATS THis PART OF THE 
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CEREMONY 15 PERFORMED IN THE MORNING. 
CERTAIN PARTS ጋፍ THE SACRIFICE SUCH AS 
THE LIVER, HEAD AND WINGS BELONG TO. THE 
GODS. THE REMAINS ARE PREPARED AS 
6220; PARTLOF WHICH ISJALSO DFFERED. TO 
THE 4205. THE. FODD 15 ALSO GIVEN TO THE 
GODS WHI ARE INVOKED DURING THE 
CEREMONY, COOKING IS INTHE AFTERNOON, 
THE REST OF THE FOOD IS SNOWED AT THE 
ENO OC THE CEREMONY. BY THE 
PARTICIPANTS, AND ORDINARY SPECTATORS, 
КЕ. SILVIUS. THEN ል REQUEST FOR EXU, THE 
MEDIATOR BETWEEN. HUMANS AND 4205, TO 
DELIVER А MESSAGE TO ALLOW THE 
ORISHAS, THE LESSER GODS, ТО COME TO THE 
RITUAL. THE CEREMONY. 15 PERFORMED BY 
THE SINGING OF THE OLDEST WOMEN, UT 15 
PERFORMED AT SUNSET WITH A PLATE. OF 
FOOD. AND ል GLASS. ЗЕ WATER, WHICH VS 
THEN CARRIED ТЭ THE NEAREST CROSSROADS. 
NOW “THE. NEXT PART ОҒ THE CEREMONY 
BEGINS.» THE. 4205 ARE INVOKED ኒበ ል 
CERTAIN: ORDER, BUT THEY ‚ALWAYS BEGIN 
WITH Fe Aub END. WITH THE LORD OF THE 
HEAVENS,  DXALI “THE INVOCATION TAKES 
PLACE WITH THE HELP OF SONGS. AND 
DANCES AND HAS THE TASK. DE REVIVING THE 
MYTHS ABOUT THE 4205. THEN THESORISHAS 
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SHOULD. BE PRESENT AND POSSESS THEIR 
FOLLOWERS, THIS HAPPENS AT THEXEND OF 
THE CHANT, HE ALSO DANCES AND SINGS. THE 
DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE NATURAL. AND 
SUPERNATURAL WORLDS IS ERASED TO 
ACHIEVE UNITY. FINALLY, THE INVOCATION 
ጋፍ THE DEITIES IS IN REVERSE ORDER TO 
SEND THE DRISHAS' BACK. THE CEREMONY 
ENDS WITH ል COMMON-MEAL ጋዩ ТНЕ 62065, 
WORSMIPERS AND. VISITORS. TO ENSURE THEIR 
TOGETHERNESS. MACUMBA IS DIVIDED. ANTO 
THREE DIVISIONS = CANDDBLE (BLOOD), GIRO 
(PALM OIL), MESA BLANCA (WATER), MOST 
DRISHAS LIVE WM THE SPIRIT WORLD AND 
THEM INCARNATE AS HUMANS. SOME ARGUE 
THAT THEY ARE RE-INCLINED PEDPLE WHO 
HAVE. AN ABOVE AVERAGE TASK МЕСЕ, \Т 15 
THE SO-CALLED, SOUL OF PERSONAL 
DESTINY, AFTER THIS VISIT, SILVIUS MOVED 
Эм то PERU. 


HERE HE WAS WALKING ALONG THE. STREET 
AND JUST. HAPPENED. TO SEE AN 
INTERESTING WOODEN STATUE, SAID TOO; ВЕ 
THE GUARDIAN OF THE NIGHT, ¿ATA 
TRAVELING MERCHANT, WHEN THE „EARTH 
BEGAN TO MOVE AROUND HIM, -FIR GOD'S 
SAKE! IT's AN EARTHQUAKE!” PEOPLE CALLED 
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ON THE STREET. „o, (Го MINHOCA“ 
THEY WERE MISLED BY SOMEONE ELSE 
FROM THE CROWD, “THE GROUND IN. THE 
MIDOLE OF THE STREET BEGAN YO RISE AND 
SWELL. A CREATURE RUSHED, OUT. OF IT. NE 
WHAT WAS REALLY A CREATURE'S HEAD WAS. 
A CREATURE'S HEAD, THEN IT HAD SOME KIND 
DE HORNS; LIKE TENTACLES, MAYBE THEY 
WERE EYES ON STALKS LIKE A SNAIL. IT WAS 
HUGE, !ፐ CLIMBED. UP FROM THE GROUND LP 
TO. А HEIGHT оғ ABOUT THIRTY METERS. ITS 
BODY Was GRAY-GREEN- BROWN. IN COLOR 
AND LOOKED LIKE THE sage ጋፍ CENTURIES- 
OLD OR THOUSAND- YEAR-OLD TREES) THEN 
(Т OPENED ITS AMAZING MOUTH FILLED WITH 
FANGS. SILVIUS HAD QO DOUBT THATIT WAS. ል 
HEAD. HE BROKE INTO A RUN, AS DID THE 
ENTIRE “STREET OF PEOPLE. THERE WAS 
CHADS AND SHOUTING. HE LOOKED BACK TO 
SEE WHAT THE CREATURE WAS DOING. WALLS 
AROUND. THEN ME CRAWLED BACK. INTO THE 
HOLE AGAIN AND DISAPPEARED: AFTER THAT, 
SILVIWS DECIDED THAT ME WOULD RATHER 
LEAVE THE. EARTH AND HEADED WHERE HIS 
INSTINCTS LED HIM — то THE USA. 

FURTHERMORE, SILVIUS VISITED THE USA 
WHILE ALREADY IM ITS SOUTHERN SIAMESE 
TWIN, /- HELLS, Өө” SOMEONE WAS 
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CALLING HIM, —, YOU ARE HERE AS w ON 
CALL,“ “WE APPROACHED HIM. -) WHAT'S 
GOING ON?" –, МЕ HAVE. A PROBLEM WITH A 
CHLPACABRA, ል GOAT VACUUM CLEANER, CAN 
yOu HELP ME “EIND м4? - AND HOW?“ 
„We HAVE HERDS OF GOATS HERE, WHICH 
ARE AFRAID THAT, EVERY NIGHT ል 
CHUPACABRA WILL COME AND SUCK ONE DF 
THEM | HAVE TO KEEP WATCH. AND ሃጋህ 
WITH ME. ULL LET VOU SLEEP AT MY HOUSE 
FOR. THAT. AND ELL ENTERTAIN УХО.“ 
"WELL" би мус HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO 
ACCEPT THE DEFER. THEY. WAITED UNTIL 
EVENING FOR THE SUN TS SET AND GUARDED 
THE MERDS DE GOATS AN А WOODEN 
ENCLOSURE. —,, WHERE. DID YOU COME FROM 
HERE?" ASKED THE LAMDIWNMER, –, FROM 
SOLTH AMERICA," REPLIED. Su мб, „ YOU 
DIDN'T STOP IN MEXICO, DID vob? -, NOS 


NO. =, IT 15 A PITY. THEY MAVE 
INTERESTING FISH THERE - RED-THROATED 
AND SILVERY HLISTOUN ~; UM А FORMER 


ODRNITHOLOGIST, UM INTERESTED IN BIRDS, 

MOT ған „W IS A PITY.” AT WAS NOT 

EVEN TEN O'CLOCK IN THE EVENING AND 

THEY НЕД О THE GOATS BLEATING AND 

RUNNING, AWAY, SILVIUS SAW THE CREATURE. 

A SMALL, SLIM, HAIRY, HUMANSID WITH. A 
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CANADA 


SILVIUS MADE HIS WAY ACROSS TOWN. HE 
SBSERVED EVERYTHING AROUND, INTUITION 
TOLD uM THAT HE COULD MEET HIM HERE 
ANYWHERE, HOWEVER, ዛፎ WAS ALREADY SO 
HARDENED AFTER ALL. THOSE PAINFUL 
JOURNEYS THAT HE WAS CONVINCED THAT 
NOTHING WOULD SURPRISE HIM. STILL; HE 
FELT INSIDE THAT. ዛፎ WOULD SOON RUN INTO 
SOMEONE ƏR SOMETHING. THE FEELING 
Coro BE DESCRIBED ልፍ ነቦ ME WAS 
ENDLESSLY WALKING INSIDE А MIRROR MAZE, 
(8 WHICH НЕ WAS. BOLNO TO COME ACROSS 
HIMSELF. AND BEHOLD, SUT OF NOWHERE, A 
PERSON STEPPED IN HIS WAY. THEY TOUCHED 
CLOSELY, AS ЛЕ THEY BOTH HAD ENOUGH TI 
BRAKE IN FRONT OF EACH OTHER BEFORE 
THE EXPECTED COLLISION, FOR A MOMENT, 
THE TENSION IN THE DARKENED STREET WAS 
BROKEN BY THE RADIANT FACE OF THE 
WOMAN: WHO STOOD BEFORE HIM SILVIUS 
SWALLOWED най. SIVENCE.. -YOU ARE 
PERHAPS GIFTED’ TO МЕ: BY. GOD HIMSELF," 
НЕ СОТ HIM OFF. SHE SMILED FOR ABOUT ል 
SECOND). BUT THEN “FROWNED WITH HER 
HANDS ОМ HER HIPS. HE FELT A STICKY 
SENSATION, AS F HE WAS CAUGHTNIN HER 
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PRE-MADE WEB. “WHAT. ARE YOU LOOKING 
AT месе?” THE WOMAN WAS TAKEN ABACK 
BY HIS EXPRESSION AT. FIRST, BUT IM THE 
END SHE LOOKED QUITE 
AMUSE0.—,, SOMETIMES © YOU. CAN. MEET ል 
LOCAL SPECIES DF RAPTOR HERE, THEY'RE 
HORNED LIZARDS, NOT MUCH BIGGER THAN 
HUMANS. THEY KIDNAP LITTLE CHILDREN 
RIGHT OUT OF THEIR PRAMS. AND THERE'S 
ALSO SASQUATCH. = LOCAL BIG FOOT, SOME 
WRITER, DESCENDANT ጋ DRAGON SLAYERS 
GOT ል LIFE SENTENCE FOR HIM, BUT THAT'S 
ANOTHER STORY." - ¡WHAT 010 HE DS TO 
AIM? SILVWS SOUNDED FRIGHTENED. “МЕ SET 
TRAPS FOR HIM.” „Ado DID HE кр HIM? 
=, WHERE «THEN, SASQUATCH tS АМ 
IMMORTAL CREATURES -,, THANK 620," 
SILVIUS -GRABBED HIS HEART AND) LEANED 
AGAINST THE STREET WALL PAINTED. WITH 
SOME INSCRIPTIONS NE DIDN'T UNDERSTAND. 
-,,COULD A See MIMTY - ME 16 STILL UN 
THOSE TRAPS DEEP IN TUE WOODS, BUT 
SOON НЕ WILL BREAK FREE FROM THEM AND 
BE-FREE AGAIN SUCH A ‘CREATURE HEALS 
TSELE = WITH PARAMEDICINE.” -,, WELL, UN 
THAT CASE, LETS. GO" "DON'T BE CRAZY,“ ል 
LADY STEPPED IN HIS WAY, -, BELIEVE THAT 
НЕ 15 ALIVE AND WELL. THAT CURES HIM, 
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ል JOURNEY ACROSS THE SEA 


=|, HOPE YOU DIDN'T BRING SOME DOUGH DN 
BOARD, MAN," JOKED A SAILOR. MOPPING 
THE FLOOR NEARBY AT SILVILS, WHO WAS 
LOOKING ጋህፕ FROM THE “DECK Ое THE 
STEAMER АТ THE DAZZLED OCEAN, HE COULD 
SEE THE FLYING PIRANHAS IN THE DISTANCE 
DOING SOMERSALLTS ABOVE THE SURFACE 
BEFORE FALLING BACK ANTO V. IT. WAS 
CAUSED BY MILLIOMS OF DEAD FISH 
FLOATING ALL. AROUND THE SHIP, WHICH 
WERE BLAMED OM JELLYFISH, IT CAN ALSO 
CAUSE AN ELECTRIC SHOCK, WHICH. САМ EVEN 
PARALYZE SHARKS. THEREFORE, NT (፳፪ NO 
PROBLEM FOR THEM ፕጋ EXTERMINATE THE 
SMALL ANIMALS AROUND. THEM, THANKS TO 
THIS BALANCE, THE VOYAGE. WAS SMOOTH 
AND NONE OF THE FLYING PIRANHAS LEFT 
THEIR FEAST. 


JAPAN 


-NWE ALREADY KNOW “YOU HERE," -SAD 
SOMEONE AT THES AIRPORT. =, REALLY? 
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FROMNWHERET"SSILVIUS WONDERED. 
-,Уооме BEEN TRAVELING THE WORLD FOR 
SOME TIME NOW, . HAVENT YOL? „es.“ 
መ ,ሃጋህ KNOW, EVERYTHING IS AS N 16. 
EVERYTHING 15 RELATED TO EVERYTHING, 
THE WORLD WORKS, IT SPINS ON WS AXIS, 
AND 52 DOES INFORMATIONS MOREOVER, IN 
TODAY'S WORLD THE JAPANESE МАЧ 
WAVED HIS HAND. - ОЖАУ; UM LOOKING FOR 
SOME LEGEND, MYTHICAL FIGURE OR 
SOMETHING.“ -AN JAPAN ме HAVE 
SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT CREATURES THAN ሃጋህ 
HAVE ENCOUNTERED SO FAR." -, REALLY?" 
>. YES) URBAN LEGENDS, FOR EXAMPLE, 
Начако-54ч, THE GHOST OF. A Фес, 
HAUNTING THE SCHOOL GIRLS “TOILETS. 
CHILDREN EVOKE IT" - Ou, AND SOMETHING 
ELSE? VD “RATHER NOT. 42 THERE, THEY 
WOULD STILL THINK OF МЕ AS GOD KNOWS 
WHAT =, DONT WORRY/ ABOUT THAT." HE 
WENT THERE BUT SAW NOTHING. AFTER THAT 
(Т DAWNED DN MIM. THEY ONLY SEE 
CRYPTIZOOLIGICAL CREATURES, NOT URBAN 
LEGENDS. =,,IT ISA PITY 
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CHINA 


HE WAS STANDING DN: THE GREAT WALL ጋፍ 
CHINA AND TAKING IN THE VIEW. LIUCHEN 
THEN APPROACHED. HIM AND HANDED HIM THE 
BINOCULARS, “-,,LOOK, THERE IS A TIGER 
WITH BLUE FUR OVER THERE,” HE SAID AND 
INDICATED «TRE DIRECTION, - ¿HE USUALLY 
ONLY APPEARS IM FU-TIEN PROVINCE, BUT 
BECAUSE ОҒ YOU, НЕ TRAVELED ALL THE WAY 
HERE TO. SEE ним AND BELIEVE IN HIM," НЕ 
SAID, PATTING HIS CHINESE PINSCHER ON THE 
BACK. WHAT SILVIUS WOULD GIVE. TOL PET 
THAT BLUE TIGER. HE LOOKED AT HIM 
THROUGH THE “BINOCULARS ANO. NOTICED 
HOW ui uam Sooo od END AS МЕ IT WAS 
CHARGED WITH STATIC ELECTRICITY, HE THEN 
LOOKED, DIRECTLY INTO THE LENSES OF THE 
TELESCOPE AND HIS GAZE MET SILVIUS'S. AT 
THAT MOMENT, SILVIUS/FLINCHED. STILL, 
THAT SPECIAL CONNECTION REMAINED 
BETWEEN THEM FOR THAT SPLIT SECOND 
WHEN THEY BOTH SAW EACH OTHER'S SOULS. 
ል мет TO MONGOLIA HADN'T EVEN 
OCCURRED TO WIM UNTIL THEN. THAT'S UNTIL 
МЕ HAPPENED TO REMEMBER A STORY ABOUT 
A LEGENDARY CREATURE CALLED 
Ол ад укновси2,, WHICH SUPPOSEDLY 
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INHABITS THE GOBILDESERT, Aw CN 
STRETCHES BETWEEN THE RUSSIAN AND 
MONGOLIAN CHINESE. BORDERS, WHEN ME 
WAS FLYING OVER THEM, 

EvROPEPARISTHIS. WORLD-FAMOUS CITY, 
BUILT ON THE FOUNDATIONS OF. HUMAN 
REMAINS FROM PLAGUE EPIDEMICS, WAS ONE 
ЗЕ THE MOST IMPORTANT PLACES INTHE 
WORLD, MAINLY BECAUSE. OF ITS HISTORY, 
THE FRANKISH EMPIRE WAS THE FOUNDATION 
OF. ALL OF EUROPE. THE LOUVRE WITH THE 
МОМА LISA WAS LOCATED MERE. MARY 
MAGDALENE WAS BURIED HERE. THE CLOUDS 
WERE DOMINATED BY THE ILLUMINATED 
STRUCTURE. OF THE EIFFEL TOWER. THE 
FRENCH REVOLUTION TOOK. PLACE MERE, 
WHICH LED TO DETERMINING THE DIRECTION 
OF THE-ENTIRE MODERN HISTORY, AND HE 
COULD ፀጋ OM LIKE THIS. HOWEVER, 
ACCORDING TD PRESERVED INFORMATION, 
THERE WAS ል SPECIAL CABARET. FULL. ОҒ 
SUPER NATURAL CREATURES. THIS 
PANDPTICON WAS NAMED AFTER THE ANIMAL 
THAT WAS ITS MASCOT = TAPIRUS. IN FRONT 
DF THE ENTRANCE 517220 А TETHERED 
HORSE, DRESSED IN A GREAVE, THAT 15, ል 
DECORATIVE COVERING FOR THE “HORSE'S 
HEAD. —, TAPIRUS IMDICUS," SAID Фут DE 

466 


NOWHERE ል МАЧ WITH ል BOWLER RAT UN: A 
SUIT WITH ል MUSTACHE AND ል GENTLEMAN'S 
CANE/EROM BEHIND. THE EXPENSIVE CORTAIN 
IN THE 0228. НЕ TAPPED MER ABOVE WIM. 
THE ANIMAL'S VSKULL HUNG OVER THE 
DOORWAY. -,,САӨФАС6 TAPIR" Su vius 
CONFESSED. „Jad TO GUESS WHAT му 
HORSE'S HOOVES ARE MADE 9F, НЕ 
TWIRLED HIS BOW TIE UNDER SILVWS'SINECK, 
HE STARTED LOOKING AT THEM IT WAS 
BLACK AND WHITE. SHE LOOKED STITCHED 
TOGETHER. AND THEY MATERIAL. -, DON'T 
TELL ME IT'S. MADE OF LEATHER... НЕ 
COULON'T- FINISH, -,, YIPPEE! YOU ARE 
BRIGHT! GO INSIDE. YOUR EYE WILL SURELY 
MOT MISS ANY DETAIL. Гами“ yOu A 
PLEASANT SPECTACLE,” HE FINISHED BEHIND 
FELIX'S, BACK, WHO SUDDENLY STEPPED 
INSIDE. HERE ME SUDDENLY SAW THE 
LARGEST PREDATOR ON THE PLANET 
HANGING FROM THE TOP OF THE CEILING, 
TIED WITH HEMP LROPES. “SPERM: WHALE 
TWENTY. METERS LONG. OF COURSE HE 
WASN'T ALIVE, “SUCH AN NINDIVIDUAL CAN 
WEIGH UP TO SIXTY TONS. THIS ONE Was, AS 
SILVIOS AMMEDIATELY CONVINCED HIMSELF, 
DISSECTED: WITH ል BIG SCAR STITCHED: ALL 
OVER MIS STOMACHS SUCH ል OME WOULD ВЕ 
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ABLE T9 DRGANIZEA KRAKATIKA IN AN: EPIC 
DLEL IW THE DEPTHS ОҒ THE SEA) BUT НЕ 
WASN'T THE ONLY: ONE HERE. OTHER 
ANIMALS WERE DISPLAYED ОМ THEIR BASES 
ALONG THE WALLS. LION, POLAR AND 
FOREST BEAR, TIGER. НЕ STOPPED THERE. HE 
HAD IMPRESSIVE TEETH, THIRTY TEETH 
THROUGHOUT, THE MOUTH - ONE LARGE 
CURVED CANINE, “THREE SMALL INCISORS, 
THREE MOLARS OM THE UPPER JAW AND 
TWO: LOWER AND. ል LARGE MOLAR AT THE 
VERY BACK. WHAT WAS INTERESTING WAS 
THAT EACH OF THESE TEETH HAS A 
DIFFERENT USE. MW A TYPICAL FEATURE ጋዩ 
BLL Series, (AS WELL AS USING THEIR 
TONGUE. INSTEAD OF CUTLERY WHEN 
FEEDING. EACH ጋዩ TUE PREDATORS, 
WHETHER DOG-LIKE, BEAR-LIKE, BEAR-LIKE, 
MARTEN- LIKE, CWET- LIKE OQ CAT-LIKE, FED 
IN ል DIFFERENT WAY. SILVIUS HAD ALWAYS 
BEEN FASCINATED BY THIS. IT SUDDENLY 
DAWNED ON HIM: THAT SOMETIMES IN 
RESTAURANTS, OQ SIMPLY AT DINNER, HE 
LOOKS AROUND AND OBSERVES: WHAT TYPE 
ОЕ ANIMAL HE WOULD. ASSIGN OTHERS TO 
BASED. ON THE WAY. THEY ARE FED. THEN, 
HOWEVER, HE SAW THE LAST TWO PIECES ON 
DISPLAY HERE IN THE OBLUDARIOM. KILLER 
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WHALENAND SHARK AT. THAT MOMENT, ME 
WAS SUGHTLY CHASED AWAY BY А LIFE- 
SIZEDO SHARK WITH ል DOUBLE ROW ጋዩ TEETH 
EXPOSED. HE WONDERED WHAT KINDY ጋዩ 
ANIMAL COULD ‘HAVE THE” RIGHT. DEFENSE 
AGAINST THIS MAN=EATER. SHELL? STINGS. 
OR SPINES? POISON OR CHEMICALS? ል MIX 
DE емес AND, POISONS? OR SIMPLY JUST 
THE SENSES, SPEED AND. COLOURING? HE 
COVLOM'T DECIDE: MAN WOULD SOLVE IT IN 
HIS. OWN WAY = NE WOULD MAKE WEAPONS. 
HOWEVER, EVEN SOME ANIMALS CAN USE 
VARIOUS OBIECTS FROM THE SURROUNDINGS. 
босы “Ам “OTTER CAN CRACK А” MOLLUSK 
AGAINST ል STONE. VULTURE CAM THROW IT 
AGAIN, “ON <THE OTHER HAND, SUCH ል 
SQUIRTER SPITS WATER AT ITS PREY. WHEN 
не REMEMBERED ALL THE CREATURES HE HAD 
SEEN, НЕ SLOWLY. FELT LIKE HE WAS IN 
POKEMON, NONE THE LESS, IT WAS TIME TO 
GO DEEPER INTO THE /DOBLUDARILM, WHICH 
SD FAR LOOKED’ LIKE ል MUSEUM. HE REACHED 
FOR THE CURTAIN AND, AFTER OPENING IT ል 
LITTLE, STEPPED -BEHIND IT. HE FOUND 
HIMSELF IN A KIND OF ARENA. IT WAS 
LOCATED. AT THE TIP DF ONE OF THE SIDES 
DE THE SIFA SETS ARRANGED IN A CIRCLE AS 
N CASCADES. MOST OF THE PLACES WERE 
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QUITE SCCLPIED AND RIGHT DOWN IN THE 
MIDDLEZ. THERE WAS SOMETHING HANGING 
THAT ME HAD NEVER SEEN IN HIS LIFE AND 
NEVER EXPECTED ТО SEE. - LOOK AT THE 
MELUSINAN ል MAN STANDING NEXT TO HER 
WITH А WOODEN POINTER SHOUTED. SHE 
WAS SKINNED AND, DISSECTED. THEN 
COVERED WITH RESIN. Å KIND OF LIZARD 
WOMAN RESEMBLING А с E A 
SERPENTINSTEAD ОҒ LUNGS, IT HAD GILLS, 
UNDER WHICH THE HEART WAS HIDDEN; АМО 
FROM AT. GLANDS STRETCHED TO. TS LONG 
SCALY PART, WHERE THE STOMACH Was 
LOCATED, AND ДЕТЕВ 1T, ALONG THE 
INTESTINES, THE OVARIES. THAT» Was THE 
END OF THE TAIL. HER FEMALE BODY AND 
HEAD, WERE POSTHUMOUSLY FROZEN WITH 
AN ACY" CALM EXPRESSION, THE WHOLE 
THING WAS SUSPENDED ON SEVERAL SIMPLE 
METAL PEDESTALS WITH WHEELS, WHICH THE 
ASSISTANT NOW. MANEUVERED AND 
GRADUALLY TOOK THEM ALL AWAY. AGAIN, 
ANOTHER. EXHIBIT TOOK. ITS- PLACE. THIS 
TIME IT WAS A SMALLER, BUT NO LESS 
INTERESTING PIECE... THEY WERE THE 
PROPORTIONS OF A FIT MAN WITH ል 
PECULIARLY EXCESSIVE HEAD AND BODY 
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HAIRS би мс HAD TO WALK CLOSER ТО AT 
AND SN DOWN, IT WAS ONLY NOW THAT HE 
SAW SOMETHING THAT MADE THE HAIRS ON 
HIS BACK STAND ОМ END. НЕ WAS (FULL 
GROWN, IT REALLY. HAD) A ROUND HEAD WITH 
HAIRY TENTACLES AND TWO GIANT EYEBALLS 
WITH LOTS OF HEXAGON PARTICLES INSIDE 
THOSE EYES. BENEATH THEM. ROSE MIS 
SUCTION APPARATUS, О МЕ ARM WAS 
COVERED. WITH THE SAME PUBIC HAIR AS THE 
REST. DF THE BODY BELOW АТ. HIS. PALM 
UNNATURALLY SHRANK TO A COMPLETE FLY 
STUMP. THE BODY, LIKE ITS PREDECESSORS, 
WASSUNCOVERED FOR RESEARCH. AND 
COVERED ле RESIN, THE MAN. WITH THE TOP 
МАТ AND. INDEX FINGER CHATTERED AGAIN, 
POINTING TO ORGANS THAT WERE A MIXTURE 
OF FLIES AND HUMANS, AFTER THAT, THE FLY 
MAN EXHIBIT WAS TAKEN AWAY дадич. ITS 
PLACE, SOMETHING THAT WAS FINALLY ALIVE 
APPEARED ON THE SCENE, BUT UNNAMEABLE. 
A FOUR-LEGGED CREATURE WITH ል 800 
COVERING ЗЕ MO KNOWN ORIGIN. THE 
ORIGINAL WHITE, ALMOST.RUBBERY TISSUE 
FROM. THE LOOK OF IT, WITH DEEP RED 
SMALL. SHORT SPINES PROTRUDING FROM IT, 
IT WAS ALMOST UNRECOGNIZABLE WHERE MIS 
EVES AND MUZZLE WERE, HOW HE” WAS 
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COVERED BY HIS SKINS HE DIDN'T rode 
DANGEROUS, RATHER STUBBORN. ONE LARGE 
CLAW/ DN EACH ጋዩ ITS .FORELIMBS INDICATED 
THAT UT WAS PROBABLY AN OMNIVORE, BUT 
ONLY ма ENOUGH TI FAN A CAT, DIG, OR 
RABBIT. AFTER SNE WAS TAKEN. AWAY, 
ANOTHER. SPECIMEN APPEARED IN HER 
PLACE. THIS. TIME IT WAS ል LYCANTHROPE. 
НЕ STILL HAD THE REMNANTS ОҒ ል ТОВА 
GREEN SHIRT HANGING ON HIM, 52 TYPICAL 
DF THE SETTLERS OF THE WOODLANDS 
WHERE THESE TRANSMUTATIONS USUALLY 
TAKE PLACE. HIS BODY WENT “THROUGH 
INCREDIBLE. PAINS DURING BONE” GROWTH 
THATOLDER INDIVIDUALS ARE NOT PREPARED 
FOR. IM, THE SAME WAY, NAILS” AND HAIR 
BRISTLED AND STRENGTHENED. NOT TS 
MENTION THE CHANGE IN THE APPEARANCE 
OF HIS HEAD AS IT. TRANSMUTED FROM ል 
HUMAN SKULL TO ል PREDOMINANTLY "WOLF 
ONE. INCLUDING TEETH AND EARS, AFTER HE 
WAS TAKEN AWAY, ል REAL ALIVING 
PHENOMENON- APPEARED BEFORE THE EYES 
ОҒ EVERYONE PRESENT A WHITE FOUR- 
LEGGED BODY “COMPLETELY. SIMILAR TO ል 
GOAT EXCEPT FOR SOME DETAIL A HORN 
STICKING UP FROM THE HEAD. -,,WELY, HOLD 
IT. FOR МЕ, UNICORN!" SOMEONE SHOUTED 
472 


FROM THE VISOR, HE REALLY SEEMED THAT 
WAY UNTIL HE NOTICED. “THIS IS NO 
UNICORN, JUST. ል ¿GOAT WITH AHORN,“ 
SOMEONE PROTESTED, -,,DOM'T BE FOOLED. 
THE HORM 15. FUSED TO “THE CREATURE'S 
SKULL FOR 4220,“ SAID THE USHER, TAPPING 
THE SPIRALING UNICORN, HORN WITH HIS 
INDEX FINGER. THEN THEY TOOK HIM AWAY 
AGAIN, NOW IT Was THE TURN ОЕ TWO 
EXHIBITIONS. FEMALE AND MALE GENDER. 
SIRENS THIS TIME, AS IT SHOULD BE, ALSO 
DISSECTED. AND SPRAYED. THEIR BODIES 
FROM HEAD TO WAIST WERE HUMAN} AND 
NATURAL, EXCEPT. FOR THAT DETAIL = THE 
GILLS. THEIR GLANDS EXTENDED INTO. THE 
RIBCAGEN WHERE THE CREATURES LUNGS 
WERE LOCATED. THE REST OF THE INTERIOR 
WAS RUN-OF- THE-MILL WITH HUMAN, FROM 
THE WAIST DOWN, HOWEVER, THERE WERE 
SCALES THAT COVERED AND PROTECTED THE 
FATTY MEAT, WHICH: WAS THE SAME COLOR 
AS, FOR EXAMPLE, TUNAJAFTER IT. CAME THE 
FINAL NUMBER OF THE EVENING PROGRAM IN 
THE. PARIS. PANDPTICOM: IT WAS A LIVING 
CREATURE ON ል LONG, MARROW LEASM IN 
THE SIZE OF А SMALL DIG, SUCH/AS ል 
BICHON BUT THIS WAS A WILD HARE AT FIRST 
GLANCE. BUT THE ANTLERS ጋዩ ል TWELVE- 
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YEAR-OLD WERE STICKING DUT BETWEEN MIS 
LONG EARS, IT MADE THE CROWD LAUGH. AT 
THAT MOMENT, HOWEVER, HIS LONG WINGS 
UNFURLED. THE CROWD FELL SILENT AGAIN 
AND SHE LISTENED ТО TUE GENTLEMAN IN 
THE BOWLER HAT WITH THE POINTER, 
„ MANMMIFERES PARALEPORIDES,” HE 
INTRODUCED, А CREATURE WHOSE WINGS 
BEGAN. TO FLUTTER: THE. CROWD WATCHED 
THEM OAT. WAS FEATHERED LIKE A DUCK OR ል 
«2355 ON ል SWAN, BUT IT COULD LIFT THE 
MAMMAL UP TO THE MAXIMUM HEIGHT ABOVE 
THE AUDIENCE, AS FAR AS THE LONG=ROPE 
SLEDS WOULD ALLOW. НЕ KICKED HIS FEET 
LIKE ል MADMAN AND WHEN HE GAVE UP, THE 
WINGS CARRIED HIM “BACK DOWN TO THE 
AUDIENCE. SOME VISITORS EVEN 51220 VP 
AND CHEERED HOW MUCH THEY ENJOYED THE 
THRILLING АМО SOMETIMES TERRIEYING 
SHOW. AFTER THAT, THEY ALL WENT 
OUTSIDE. OuT ON "THE ROAD, 5119105 
PURPOSEFULLY’ REALIZED “THAT ME WAS 
EXACTLY. WHAT THESFRENCH CALL A 
ዩኒልየ4ህ6. THIS AS А PERSON WHO WALKS 
THROUGH THE CITY. DETERMINED TO 
EXPERIENCE IT FIRST HAND. NO GUIDES ጋሮ 
MAPS. HE WAS GUIDED ONLY BY HIS SENSES 
AND “MEMORY. LUCKILY, SHE DIDN'T MAKE 
474 


HIM ANGRY, UNLIKE THE SHAKING, AND HE 
ROUGHLY KNEW WHERE TO HEAD TO THE 
HOTEL WHEN IT CAME: TS. THAT.CZECHIA 

HE HAD NEVER SEEN NARROW. STREETS IN ል 
DISTINCTIVE MEDIEVAL OR EVEN GOTHIC 
STYLE ANYWHERE ELSE. AS WC HE SUDDENLY 
FOUND HIMSELE IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 19TH 
CENTURY. AND LO! TAVERN. HE GUIDED HIS 
BODY ТО THE SMELL OF HOPS. НЕ DION'T 
EVEN HAVE TO. SAY HALE ል WORD TO 
HOSPODSKY. AND МЕ ALREADY, GOT. ONE 
TOPPED WITH ል FOAM CAP IN FRONT ЗЕ HIS 
BELLY BUTTON. APRON, IT WAS BITTER AND 
THE FOAM MADE ል SMALL: MUSTACHE UNDER 
WU МОЕ; WHICH HE WIPED. OFF, WITH MIS 
SLEEVE. НЕ WENT OUT INTO ue STREET, 
WHERE OTHER BREWERS WERE ALSO 
STANDING BY THE WOODEN WINDOW SILLS 
AND CHATTING WITH. PASSERS-BY OR 
LOOKING AROUND THE “COITY HERE, Sw vius 
HAD THE FEELING THAT TUE ANCIENT CELTIC 
CITY ТХЕ Е; INHABITED SINCE ANCIENT 
TIMES AND QIT ode BY. TURKS AND 
GERMANS, WAS EXACTLY WHAT HE LONGED 
ТО ЕЕ. HERE THE ATMOSPHERE WAS 
STEEPED. IN MYSTERY. AND BEHOLD, HE SAW 
ል PERSON WHO, FOR ል COMPLETELY 
UNKNDMN. REASON} SEEMED FAMILIAR ТО 
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HIM, DESPITE THE FACT THAT НЕ HAD NEVER 
SEEN HER. SHE RADIATED WHAT AN ANIMAL 
үң THE JUNGLE, WOULD RADIATE. ል 
PREDATOR OM THE HUNT FOR 6220.-555 
MERE GAIT = PRECISE AND RHYTHMIC, YET 
LIGHT AND RELAXED AS (Е HE WERE 
DANCING WITH EACH STEP. SIRI" HE 
COULDN'T “RESIST “ADDRESSING мм, “My 
NAME 15 SILVIUS AND | COME FROM ል LONG 
WAY AWAY," НЕ. SAID. THE YOUNG MAN 
STOPPED AND PUSHED HIS SUNGLASSES 
CLOSER TO wi FOREHEAD. -,,DOMYNICK," HE 
ALSO GANE МИМ HIS HAND AND SQUEEZED AT 
FIRMLY. WITH HIS THUMB, — WHERE ARE YOU 
FROM?“ THE YOUNG Gad STRUCK LP A 
CONVERSATION WITH MIM, „FON AROUND 
THE WORLD. FOR A LONG TIME NOW 1.HAYE 
ONLY BEEN TRAVELING THE WORLD. AND 
TRYING TO GET AS MANY EXPERIENCES AS 
POSSIBLE WITH SPECIAL “BEINGS.“ - ¿THEN 
PUT ME ON THERE as WELL.“ THE YOUNG 
MAN CONFIRMED Wu a TOOTHY. SMILE. 
THIS MADE SILVIUS LAUGH, - AM ል WRITER, 
| CAN LISTEN TO“YOUR STORY AND WRITE IT 
DOWN." THIS SURPRISED HIM GREATLY. 
„GOOD AND... MAYBE I HEARD ABOUT узо, 
WEREN'T YOU IN CANADA SOME TIME AGO?" 
VEDA. | WAS THERE ам PRISON” “DID 
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THEY: PARDON you?“ „o. U RAM AWAY." 
SILVIUS “SMILED INCOMPREHENDINGLY. HE 
ЭМСЕ READ SOMEWHERE THAT IT'S HARD TO 
BELIEVE WRITERS WHAT THEY ACTUALLY 
TELL. . „s ENSUGH NE YOU INVITE ME FOR 
ል BEER,” EXPLAINED THE PERSON WHO 
INTRODUCED HERSELE TO HIM. AS DOMYNICK, 
THAT'S HOW ТНЕУ STOOD OF JNE WOODEN 
DUTOOOR WINDOWSILL AÑ ል BACK ALLEY UM 
PRAGUE UNTIL THE снъттев.-,, AND I ADVISE 
YOL XO 63 TO JAPAN FOR URBAN LEGENDS, 
THERE ARE COUNTLESS ОҒ THEM THERE, 
YOULL BE LUCKY TO FIND THEM, BOY, | CAN 
TELL BY LOOKING AT THEM. -, URBAN 
VEGEMDS?™ „Were ot COURSE, FOR 
EXAMPLE MUM = ል FOX WITH 9 TAILS, LIVES 
FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS. YOu CAM SEE A 
LOT ос THEM THERE," AFTER FINISHING THE 
LAST GLASS ጋዩ DRAFT BEER, SILVIUS FELIX 
SAID, GOODBYE TI THE BACHELOR AND 
HEADED TO MIS HOTEL SUITE, HERE ME WOKE 
UP IN <THE MORMING WITH A STRANGE 
HUNGOVER, SHE TOLD WIM YO TAKE IT TO 
JUST ONE FINAL RESTING PLACE, AND THAT 
WAS THE CARIBBEAN, 
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BERMUDA 


=,, YOU KNOW THAT MYSELF DON'T KNOW 
WHY) | FINALLY CHOSE BERMUDA AS «MY 
FINAL RESTING. PLACE. ., HOWEVER, | 
KNOW IT EXACTLY, THERE ARE ል LOT OF 
BORING BEACHES AND THERE YOU WILL SEE 
THE. MOST “LEGENDARY AND “MYSTERIOUS 
CREATURES. FOR THE LIKES DF YOu SILVWS, 
THIS VE NOT. BERMUDA: BUT BERNUDA. 
EVERYONE. HAS HEARD THE HACKNEYED 
STORY ABOUT THE BERMUDA TRIANGLE, AND 
ктк YOU FELIX WILL BE THE ONES ТО 
COME OP WITH AT." =,“ VOU HAVE WITy THAT 
MUST SS ¿LEFT То YOU. ANO мед. YOU 
FINALLY AT LEAST TELL ME WHO YOU ARE?" 
„Ad ANESTHESIOLOGIST. — WELL, 
HOLD So МЕ. AND WHERE 02 YOu THINK 
SHOULD START LOOKING FOR THE BERMUDA 
TRIANGLE? | FEEL” THAT THIS CASE MAS 
ALREADY BEEN CLARIFIED BY THE. MAGNETIC 
FIELD." =,, YOu KNOW, WU SEEMS TO ME THAT 
THE TRIANGULAR SLOWER PART OF THE 
SWAMSUIT 5€ THE LADY OVER THERE HAS THE 
STRONGEST MAGNETIC FIELD." - „Вот WHAT 
YOu DON'T HAVE ARE BIKINIS. BERMUDA 
SHORTS ARE MEN'S DRESS SHORTS AFTER 
ALL.” -,У20 LIKE TO <TRAMPLE ON YOUR 
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LUCK; Симс. YOU RUN. FROM. YOURSOWN 
WIFE, AND IE ONLY FOR А YOUNGER ONE, 
BUT YOU'D RATHER, RUM AFTER MONSTERS, 
RIGHT?" = DON'T TALK ABOUT THEM LIKE 
THAT! THEY ARE\MAGICAL CREATURES, SO IT 
IS NECESSARY TO REPRODUCE AND CONFIRM 
THEIR EXISTENCE.” =, ОҒ COURSE YES, BUT | 
WOLLD RATHER TRUST VOU THAT YOU WILL 
ENJOY. VOURSELF/ ONCE MORE AFTER THAT 
LONG «AND DANGEROUS JOURNEY.” =, BUT 
WHAT, DOESN'T HAVE YOU, IT DOESN'T EVEN 
WORK FOR ME ANYMORE AS IT SHOULD." 
-, DON'T WORRY SILVIUS. THROW, AWAY. ALL 
FEARS AND DARE, THE GIRLS WILL KNOW 
HOW TO DEAL WITH YOU," AND BEFORE. YOU 
KNOW IT THE YOUNG МАМ DISAPPEARED 
AGAIN AND INSTEAD OF HIM SILVWUS. WAS 
SURROUNDED BY ል GROUP OF GIRLS. AROUND 
MIS DECKCHAIR SHE TOOK OFF THE TOP OF 
HER TWO-PIECE SWIMSUIT ALL AT THE SAME 
MOMENT, 
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HEAVY LEATHER BOOT 


LEANED AGAINST A ROCK. IT 
BELONGED TO SOMEONE WHO 
HAD BEEN WALKING LIKE THIS IN 
TRACKING SHOES FOR QUITE SOME 


TIME. NOW THEIR TIP WAS POINTING 
TOWARDS THE SURFACE OF THE 
SEA THAT SPREAD OUT BELOW THE 
CLIFF. IT WAS A SUNNY AFTERNOON 
AND THE VISIBILITY WAS SO 
FAVORABLE THAT THE SHORES OF 
THE AFRICAN CONTINENT COULD BE 
SEEN. MORE SPECIFICALLY, 
MOROCCO. THOSE HEAVY BOOTS 
THAT JUST UNTIED THEIR LACES 
WERE SOMEWHERE IN THE AREA OF 
GIBRALTAR, THE BRITISH ENCLAVE 
OF SPAIN. AFTER THAT, THE 
PERSON JUMPED INTO THE WATER 
AND SOMEONE CALLED OUT TO 
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HIM:-,KLITOS! HOW IS SHE? 


-,REFRESHING, COME JOIN IN,' HE 
CALLED BACK TO OTHERS WHO 


SHARED THE SO-CALLED DIRTBAG 
LIFESTYLE WITH HIM. TRANSLATED 


FROM ENGLISH AS DIRTY BACKPACK, 
BUT IT ACTUALLY MEANT MUCH 


MORE THAN THAT. SUCH 
KILOMETERS WALKED AND 


MOUNTAINS CLIMBED. OTHERS 
JOINED HIM FOR REFRESHMENTS. 
ONLY THEN DID JEN, THE LEADER 


OF THIS GROUP, NOTICE THAT THERE 
WAS A HUGE CAVE RIGHT UNDER 
THE ROCK WHERE HE HAD 


TRIUMPHANTLY PLACED HIS FOOT. 
HE HAD HEARD A LOT ABOUT 


GIBRALTARS CAVES, BUT HE HAD 
NEVER BEEN TO ONE IN HIS LIFE. 
AND SO HE MELTED TOWARDS HER. 
-, KLITOS! WHERE ARE YOU 


SWIMMING?” A WOMAN'S VOICE RANG 
OUT FROM THE TOP OF THE CLIFF 


WHERE THE MULTI-LEAVED 
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BREADFRUIT, OR JACKFRUIT, WAS 
GROWING. NORMALLY IT COULDN'T 
GROW IN THIS REGION, BUT DESPITE 
THAT, THEY WERE HERE. SHE WAS 


JUST CHECKING HER COMPASS. A 
SIMPLE DEVICE FOR ORIENTATION 


AND NAVIGATION IN THE FIELD. SHE 
HAD A DEVIATION OF 60 DEGREES, 


SEXTILE. IT IMMEDIATELY DAWNED 
ON HER THAT THEY MUST BE 


STANDING ON A MAGNETIC FIELD. 
SHE LOOKED DOWN INTO THE 


WATER, BUT KLITOS WAS ALREADY 
ELSEWHERE. HE WAS INSIDE THE 


CAVE, GOING DEEPER AND DEEPER. 
THE ONLY THING HE HAD WITH HIM 
WAS A FLASHLIGHT. HE SUSPECTED 
THAT THE PASSAGES INSIDE WERE 
QUITE CONVOLUTED. THE 
COMPLEXITY OF THESE CAVES WAS 
USUAL FOR THEM. FINALLY HE 
STEPPED ONTO THE LEDGE ABOVE 
THE VAST CAVERN AND LOOKED 
DOWN WHERE THE FIRE CRACKLED 
AND BLAZED. SOMETHING 
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INCREDIBLE. FIGURES STOOD AROUND 
HIM. A PACK OF HUMANOIDS WITH 


OVERGROWN LIGHT LANUGO HAIR. HE 
QUICKLY EXTINGUISHED HIS 
FLASHLIGHT AND WATCHED THEM 


BREATHLESSLY. EVEN FROM A 


DISTANCE, HE WAS ABLE TO ASSIGN 
THEM TO THE PHENOMENON OF 


INTELS, THAT 15, MEN WHO ARE 
UNABLE TO ESTABLISH A SEXUAL 


OR ROMANTIC RELATIONSHIP. NO 


WONDER, NO WOMAN ІМ SIGHT. HE 
COULD BEST COMPARE THEM TO A 


GROUP OF NEANDERTHALS, WHICH 
SURVIVED HERE FOR CENTURIES OR 
MILLENNIA AND GRADUALLY 


MUTATED. THE CHANGE IN 
GENOTYPE WAS CLEAR AT FIRST 


SIGHT. YET THEIR ORIGIN WAS 
ENTROPIC - UNCLEAR. THEIR 


GENESIS, THEIR ORIGIN, HAD TO BE 
PLASTICALLY FLATTENED IN EVERY 
RESPECT SO THAT THEY COULD 


SURVIVE HERE. AS THE THEORY OF 
FROZEN EVOLUTION CLAIMS, ONLY 


483 


THE EXCEPTIONAL SPECIES 
REPRODUCE IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN 
THEIR LINEAGE AND THOSE THAT 


ARE IN EXCESS ARE LEFT TO FATE. 
AS LIFE GOES. HERE TOO HE SAW 
THE ALPHA MALE, A STRONG AND 
MATURE AUTHORITARIAN, GNAWING 


ON A LARGE, MASSIVE BONE. IT 
TEARS THE FLESH FROM WHAT 15 
PROBABLY A FEMUR WITH 175 


REMAINING TEETH. THE OTHERS 
WERE ALSO NIBBLING ON SOMETHING. 
HE SAW THE BETA MALE, 
SUBMISSIVE, FRIENDLY AND 


HELPFUL, STRUGGLING WITH RIBS. 
RIGHT NEXT TO HIM HE RECOGNIZED 


AN OMEGA MAN. FROM THE POINT OF 
VIEW OF AN INTELLIGENT AND 
SENSITIVE PERSON WHO DOES NOT 
WANT TO LEAVE THE CONFORMAL 


ZONE NEAR THE FIRE. HE ALSO 
PICKED BONES. A LITTLE FURTHER 
AWAY, A GAMMA MAN, THE PROUD 
KEEPER OF THE FIRE, HAD A THICK 
BRANCH AS HIS ONLY FOOD, AND 
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POKED АТ THE COALS WITH ІТ. THE 
LAST TWO STOOD A LITTLE 
FURTHER ON. KLITOS RECOGNIZED 
THEM. THE ONE STARING INTO THE 
FIRE FROM A DISTANCE WITH A DULL 
EXPRESSION OF INSTRUCTIVE AND 
LISTENING MUST HAVE BEEN A 
DELTA MALE. HIS HANDS WERE 
BLOODY. THE LAST OF THEM, WITH 
HIS BACK TURNED AND DOING 
SOMETHING IN THE SHADOWS, HAD 
THE NATURAL ATTRIBUTES OF A 
SIGMA MAN - HE HAD THE 
ATTRIBUTES OF EVERYONE. HE THEN 
TURNED TO SEE KLITOS CLUTCHING 
IN HIS HANDS A FRESHLY SEVERED 
HEAD OF A FEMALE, WHICH MUST 
ALSO HAVE BEEN MUTATED FROM 
THE VERY BEGINNING OF THEIR 
HUMANOID SUBSPECIES. SO THAT 
WAS WHAT THE WHOLE GANG WAS 
ENJOYING - THEIR MATE. KLITOS'S 
STOMACH TURNED UPSIDE DOWN AND 
HIS HEAD REELED. HE HAD TO 
BRACE HIMSELF WITH ONE HAND AND 
HELD ІТ OUT INTO THE VOID OF 
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DARKNESS AROUND HIM. HE BUMPED 
INTO A FRAGMENT OF ROCK AND IT 
ROLLED AWAY WITH A TERRIFYINGLY 


NOISY RESONANCE. THIS CAUGHT 
THE ATTENTION OF THE 


CANNIBALISTIC GANG BELOW HIM. 
THEY ALL RAISED THEIR HEADS AND 
THEIR GAZES TO WHERE THE SOUND 
OF THE FALLING ROCK WAS COMING 


FROM. THEY THREW THEIR FOOD 


WHEREVER THEY SAW FIT. LIKEWISE, 
THE HEAD HELD BY THE SIGMA MAN 
ENDED UP LIKE THE REST OF THE 
REMAINS THROWN SOMEWHERE NEAR 


THE FIRE. PICKING UP THEIR 


MACHINED STONE IMPLEMENTS, THEY 
SET OFF TO INVESTIGATE WHO WAS 


OCCUPYING THEIR CAVE. KLITOS 
WALKED BACK OUT OF THE CAVE IN 


UTTER TERROR. ALL THE SAINTS 
STOOD BY HIM, FOR HE 
REMEMBERED THE WAY. -,, CALL THE 
ARMY! CALL THEM! LET THEM DROP 
NAPALM HERE! LET THEM COME 
WITH BAZOOKAS!” HE REMEMBERED 
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А GASOLINE-FUELED MILITARY 
WEAPON AND ANTI-MISSILE MISSILES. 
-,WHAT'S GOING ON KLITOS? THEY 


ASKED HIM. IT WASN'T UNTIL THEY 
WERE AT LEAST A KILOMETER AWAY 
FROM THAT PLACE THAT HE 


COULDN'T TALK ABOUT THE WHOLE 
SITUATION WITH CALMNESS AND 


RATIONAL THOUGHT. 
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year was 1692, and on the east coast of 
rth America, in the state of Massachusetts, in 
8 e city or Salem, located on one or the spurs 
in e North Atlantic Ocean, which was made up mainly 
of European immigrants, something terrible happened in the 
Family ор a reverend, his daughter, nine aged Elizabeth 
Paris, had a sort or seizure. Out or nowhere, she feil to 
the ground and began Жо jerk herselr in all directions. Her 
limbs twisted іп bøundless chaos. Reverend Sam Paris 
couldnt believe his eyes. He grabbed her by one arm, then 
the other, and pulled her to his reet. He called ror help 
from God and their servant. Elizabeth continued to wriggle 
her limbs and head ror a while until she rinally relaxed and 
the seizure stopped. She urinated herselr. The servant 
immediately sent For the doctor, while the Reverend 
cleaned his daughter, changed her clothes and carried her 
ko bed. -,, What do you think it could be?" He asked after 
the doctor and the rest or the Reverend's family had come 
and told them everything in detail. , Well. Jt doesnt 
look like any of today's common diseases. М looked more 
like a fit or severe hysteria. Мау å ask about her 
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mother?" - She died in childbirth." „, And her behavior?" 
-,,She was always well-behaved.” -, Well, that could mean 
only one possibility - hyperglycemia.” -, What does that 
mean, doctor? -, Problems with sugar level. -, Diabetes?” 
The reverend was horrified. -, М is. quite possible. ||] try 
to get some insulin." Suddenly they were disturbed by a 
shout rrom the great room. They both ran there at once. 
The reverend's niece, eleven-year-old Abigail Williams was 
now fying on the ground with the same symptoms as 
Elizabeth berore. The doctor immediately tilted her head 
and pulled her tongue out or her mouth to prevent her 
from suffocating. „ This looks more like epilepsy." "My 
daughter also had a seizure," said the reverend. -, That 
both sirls supper rrom epilepsy? Well, it is possible." 
„One couldn't catch it from the other, this disease is not 
contagious.” -, We would still be missing that,” testified 
the reverend's distraught sister. - Then how could they 
both get the same disease? „It could be a matter of 
heredity. Did you have someone in your family with 
diabetes or epilepsy?" „„We dont know about anything 
like that,” conrirmed both siblings, one of whom was 
Reverend Sam. 

- „That would mean that the disease is only оғ 
psychological origin. Girls, tell us about the attacks.” -..] 
dont remember anything from him, I only know that my 
head got confused out or nowhere and then just darkness.” 
-,,. saw something when I was outside, said Elizabeth. 
-,, What was that Elizabeth? Tell my child," continued the 
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reverend. –,. saw the figure of a girl in a hood in the 
forest. She had ... white hair ... and eyes." The people in 
the room were startled when they heard this. , She saw 
a witch!" The maid of the reverend's house called out. 
z, Nonsense! Неге in Salem?” - Thank. God we are по 
longer in Europe for witches to appear here.” 
- Remember, we all come from Europe here. We could 
have brought witchcraft here." ,, But with whom? Who 
would be such an abominable associate or the devil to 
indulge. in witchcraft here in America, the land blessed by 
God.” -, That's exactly it. Where else but here could 
there be a battle between good and evil. Moreover, at a 
more convenient time than arter a long, grueling winter.” 
-,,] cant listen to this anymore,” said the reverend and 
went out ror a walk in the city. Everywhere there was 
melting snow and misery in the Form or scabies and 
unwelcome eroticism, skin mycosis on the legs that could 
make a real mess. Ip the witches really gained power over 
the city ror the destruction or the church and harm to 
the local population. God. gave Samuels message through 
his daughter and niece. Only ір the witches didnt do it 
themselves. But why? Everything will come to the surface 
one дау and this would only reveal themselves. Perhaps for 
the purpose of Confirming one's own existence, but this 
would also mean the omnipresent existence or God. But 
here we are not in Europe. Here, witches can start a new 
life just like any respectable citizen. -,, Reverend Sam! 
Reverend Sam!” A Familiar voice called out to him From 
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ағаг.- Тһе girls have run amok again!” The echo overtook 
him and his head ached. He had to hurry home. "For 
Christ's sake, someone cursed the girls!” , You have to 
tell us ir you see anything again.” „ saw a woman with 
raven hair. She was having fun with that дігі in the forest: 
And there was-also someone else standing there. She was 
about as old as Aunt Evelyn. She was standing not rar 
away, spying on them. There were strange totems hanging 
around and Figures made ор twigs tied together. ” Good 
Elizabeth, меге going to investigate right away. You two 
stay in bed.” The Reverend went into town, knowing who 
to look for. 

He walked through streets plagued by an epidemic of 
scabies and mildew. There was decay in the air. The gray 
gloomy weather arter the winter season settled down to a 
feeling or dampness and coldness, which stung him to the 
very core of his bones. He was looking ror black raven 
hair. He looked out ror them in the crowds and peeked 
around the outskirts of the streets. Despite the fact 
that most or the inhabitants wore hoods and caps during 
this period. And suddenly, while rounding a corner, he 
accidentally bumped his chest into a cloaked rigure like 
most or the surroundings. The hood Неред and he peered 
into a swarthy and slightly startled race. Her black hair 
fell to her forehead and the rest was tied back in a bun. 
She was exactly what he was looking for. At least he 
suspected. God had sent her his way, but Reverend Sam 
had forgotten in his ecstasy that he should speak to her. 

491 


Не merely apologized politely and continued on his way. 

But he turned around ror the last time and saw him 
carrying a small £wig in his hand. Probably from the woods, 
across town. He remembered what his daughter was talking 
about. About twigs tied together in some kind or shots or 
signs. But these kinds or taunts were quite common all 
over the city. The same goes ror the Indians, who, even 
from a small proportion or the entire area, still made up a 
large number or them. He wasn't sure ір she was really the 
one ከሮ was looking for. So he continued on his way until he 
passed most or the parts or the city where he no longer 
lived. He managed to see a lot. Many Indian minorities, yet 
none of them had made such an impression on him as the 
Indian woman he accidentally bumped into. |t was after 
Sunday Mass and. Reverend Samuel headed home, anxious 
about what could happen to his daughter Elizabeth again. 
бо many bruised hours to nurse his daughter back to 
health, but the situation was still the same. Mr. 
Reverend,” a lady stopped him by addressing him in front of 
the church. -,, heard about the strange things happening 
in your household.” -,,Really?” The reverend was 
horripied. He knew very well what consequences this could 
have on his position not only in-society, but also in the 
church area. -,,One woman in my neighborhood deals with 
healing, so | thought I could help you. Her name is Sarah 
Goode. Visit her. Seek her help, ror the good or all. God 
bless you Reverend Sam.” -„Не thanked and humbly 
headed home at last. -, How are you feeling Elizabeth?" 
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"She hasnt had an attack ror two days, the maid 
remarked. The girl had circles under her eyes and was pale 
all over. She didnt eat much. She lost her appetite. She 
just lay listlessly in bed. -, And what does the niece have? 
Do you know anything about her?" =, She allegedly had à 
seizure last night. IE gave your sister quite-a scare, but it 
finally went away again after а few minutes. , And did she 
have any visions? ,, You would have to ask her that, 
Reverend. „Good. Thank you ror your concern." 
-,. You re welcome. in these difficult times, people need to 
help each other and be close to each other. Especially in 
your household, where Elizabeth lacks the feminine 
element or a mother.” -, Oh yes, sighed the reverend, 
remembering his late wire. TH have to 90 into town 
again, Sam informed his maid. "Sure, Reverend, and where 
are you headed?" „t js possible that one person in 
question has а cure for this curse that has arrlicted му 
beloved daughter and niece." -, Мау | know the name of 
the person in question?" The maid asked. -, Sarah Goode.” 
„Tes, I know who you mean, he deals in herbalism and 
ointments. | will write you her address." 

He knocked on the door or the house and it opened after a 
While. In them stood the figure of a woman or the same 
age as the reverend himself. -, Come on father,” she 
addressed him and created a place ror him to enter the 
house. -,, What brought you here? She asked him as she 
led him further into her quarters. -, My poor daughter and 
месе are afflicted with a hideous disease or curse. They 
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fell into the clutches or witch powers to harm me.” The 
woman stared at him in astonishment. "Then Im not sure if 
youre right," she replied. "Your name is Sarah Goode, isn't 
it?” - Why do you want to know it?" „A woman at 
church gave me a Тір that you know how to deal with 
these misrortunes. -,,| dont know ip | m-really--the- one 
youre looking ror, but yes, my name is Sarah Goode." 
„Im asking for any advice or help, urged the 
reverend.-, Okay, she agreed rinally.-, But I cant promise 
you that ГИ help you. PWH only do what | сап. Of course, 
not For free. That | would get my revenge." The reverend 
nodded. „ deal with herbalism and ointment, that's all. 
Tel me more about what ails your household." , Ав 1 
have already mentioned, my daughter and niece have 
repeatedly had a strange seizure in which they cannot 
control their body or mind. They shake and have visions, so 
at least my daughter has them.” 

-,Misions?” Sarah wondered. -, They see different 
people, places or objects during the seizures. -,,50 he has 
certain visions." -, Yes." -, And. what did they see? She 
asked as she rummaged through her ointments and jars of 
herbs: -,,5һе saw the white eyes of å young girl their age 
and then the raven hair or an Indian woman. Some place. in 
khe woods rul or strange stick totems hanging around." 
-, Interesting,” Sarah stopped. -, And the дігі she saw, 
what kind. of hair did she have? -, White too.” -, Okay, 
that's enough рог me. Here, apply this ointment to the 
girls on their limbs. Ankle, wrist and neck area. In no case 
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do not apply it to the temples, rorehead or алу other part 
of the head. Not even on the race! You would anoint them 
with that and-everything could 90 wrong." -,, Thank you 
very much!" -,;Come and tell me in a week how You are 
doing with the situation. Alternatively, bring money as 
wel." The reverend nodded and started home again. He 
was Walking down the street. when he saw a person he 
knew. Не had seen the same rur robe berore. And he 
wasn t the only one there. He had the same rur coat next 
to him, which was carried by a slightly larger figure. From 
the way they walked, he rigured they were both women. 
They were heading to the marketplace. Only then could he 
get a better look under their hoods. Indeed, one of them 
was the Indian woman he had accidentally bumped into 
recently. And the other one. Å woman with European 
features. Dark, almost the same hair as her mate. She 
seemed domineering and had a very white complexion. He 
approached. He spoke to the Indian. She gave him an 
embarrassed look. -,,Please, what happened?" The woman 
next to her asked. , only bumped into it by accident, 
While walking around town, about a week ago." The woman 
pursed her lips at him. “Sarah Osborn,” she introduced 
herself. -, And this is my-servant Tituba.” -,,| haven t seen 
you iv church yet. We are not from your part of 
town.” -, Sure, I understand.” -, Во you have another 
wish?" - No thanks, I wish you the best of luck.” He went 
home again. There he put ointment on his daughter ror the 
night as Sarah had advised him. For the remaining rive days 
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there was no attack. The longest time without symptoms. 
It was not until the fifth day that he was late in the 
church and then he came home and heard a:scream. He ran 
to his daughters room. The maid held her tight so she 
wouldnt twitch so much. -,,Again!! She was calling. He 
helped her until she stopped, but this time it took two 
hours. The longest or all the attacks. -, Servant, did you 
put the ointment on her face?” „Tes. You cant do 
that! Didn't I tell you not to touch that ointment at all!?" 
„it's all witchcrapt and you believe ¡tl Sarah. Goode! 
Down with her!” The maid slammed the door and went out. 
The Reverend stayed at home and watched over his 
daughter. He rubbed her properly with ointment and she 
seemed to be all right again. The maid did not come again 
the next day, so he put the daughter in the care or his 
sister and told her how she was doing. apply the ointment 
to his niece as well; Не went himself to Sarah Goode's. 
She was not at home. So he walked up the street a block 
away. He heard a commotion. He went that way. There was 
a commotion at one of the houses. He saw the soldiers 
arresting some people. He knew them. When he got closer, 
he saw the Indian. woman and the woman be had met a Few 
days ago. -,, Where аге you taking them and why? „Jo 
the locker room and then to court." -, They are witches! 
To the border with them!" Called the crowd gathered 
around. Å crow on the tree croaked, 

The trial has begun. The usher, William Stoughton, in his 
expensive suit and golden short. hair, surveyed the 
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derendants. Sarah Goode was already there too. They had 
to take her away berore the reverend even got to her. 
Then Sarah Osborn and her Indian maid Tituba. -, Тһе first 
witness, please, the judge summoned. An emaciated man, 
not very well dressed, came to the front or the hall. 
-, Speak; ordered the judge. „, saw that woman, that 
Indian. woman, talking to «herself or something in the 
forest. Surely with Satan himself! She also collected 
twigs and made strange ornaments from them, which she 
hung around the place,” arter which the witness was 
speechless. -, Thats all?” "Yes, judge.” , Okay, sit down. 
50 I am asking that woman, the Indian Tituba, to appear 
before the court.” She came forward. She had anger on 
her race. „ didn't talk to myself there, nor to Satan. 
For that with Holilakhaii.” -,, What or who is it? , Indian 
spirits. Every place, time and object has such a spirit.” 
-,.And what does such a spirit look like? , This was the 
spirit or the times. Å very young girl, still a child, with 
white hair and irises. She advised me to be patient, that 
my husband would show up soon and she would tell me 
where ir I would teach her how to make Indian totems. 
These are the ornaments I hung on the trees around.” "Are 
you a virgin?” The council-and ai the steff were horrified 
by such a daring question. „, Tes, she answered. ,, Witch!" 
Å shout came prom the crowd. -, Во you then publicly 
admit that you are a Witch? ,, Shaman! And I'm not the 
only witch here! What's up Bridget Bishop! And this and 
that!” She pointed towards the crowd in the courtroom. 
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„Caim in the courtroom!” He called the court to the 
commotion caused. -,,Titubo, you can go sit down. | summon 
your landlady, Sarah Osborne, and the witness who accused 
her: „ saw her conversing with a crow, or raven. А clear 
sign and personification or Satan. å have also heard from 
the neighborhood «that she has a collection of very 
dangerous and unchristian books ." -,,That’s ай?” The 
judge asked, and after the witness had conrirmed, he Fixed 
his gaze on Sarah Osborn.-,,In Europe, crows are a symbol 
or war.and death, loneliness, evil and bad luck. I asked her 
When the period of smallpox and mildew will finally end .” 
The judge grasped his chin., J suppose that a woman as 
educated as you, Sarah Osborn, is aware or the 
seriousness or the charges. | suppose you know this from 
the books the witness was talking about. Is that right?" 
„Tes it is. „ And what did the bird reveal to you? 

- That the period wil end very soon. This summer." 
-, Witch! He's tying!” Someone called again from the hall. 
-,, Silence!" The judge got angry: ,, Do you hereby confess 
to witchcraft?” , Yes, Sarah. Osborn stood in front or 
the court in a firm and self-confident stance. ,, Good! Go 
sit down. I now demand Sarah Goode and the witness who 
accused her." Reverend Sam's former maid came forward. 
-, They're. making witches salves and even Reverend Sam 
himself has jumped on the bandwagon!” She screamed out 
loud, throwing the whole room into an Uproar. -, For 
6045 sake!” Someone shouted From the crowd. The 
reverend stood up. -, My daughter and niece were plagued 
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by strange attacks, allegedly caused by the girl Tituba 
was talking about. "Did your daughter see her too?" 
„Tes. She had visions during the seizures." „ And isnt 
She. also a witch? „ Well, may 12 The daughter of a 
feverend and a witch? Someone in the crowd stood up For 
the reverend. The judge laughed. He didnt like something 
about the reverend. „„ And you, Mrs. Goode, have you 
seen the girl with the white eyes and hair?" -, Yes, I had 
fun with her several times in the forest when I was under а 
full moon ror herbs for an ointment.” , And what did she 
tell you? -, We talked about types op witchcrapt, For 
example, I introduced her to what | do, i.e. Wicca. It may 
be neo-paganism, but it is modern and I believe it will have 
a future рог witchcraft. |t is based on pre-Christian, 
Celtic; ancient and Germanic traditions. These аге 
essentially ceremonies.  ።,,ዐዐ you thereby confess to 
Witchcraft? - Sure." -, Okay, go sit. down. Today, other 
names or people accused or witchcraft were heard here. | 
will judge you tomorrow," announced the judge and then 
lert the room. 

„We have to get away from Salem, suggested Tituba. 
„Tes unfortunately. One would not believe that they 
would persecute us like this here too. In Europe, the 
order or the Knights or Malta rollowed us. That Greek 
cross of theirs always embarrassed me. They burned us 
straight away there, at least here it is resolved by the 
courts. For they had their handle to destroy evil - 
malleus maleriarum.” „Let's pack what we can and leave. 
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The girl told me that my husband was waiting for me in 
Ontario.” -,, Great Titubo,” said Sarah Osborn and locked 
the door or the house behind her with a key so that no 
one would disturb them while they were packing. 

5, What about your daughter, Reverend?” Sarah Goode 
asked. +=, Paradoxically, your ointment helped” her.” 
- ‚Great. Well, its time por me to move out." "Wait. I 
like you. I havent had а chance to meet someone like you 
since Elizabeth s mother died.” "Reverend. It is not safe 
for те here.” -,,Fine: ГИ help you move out. And actually, 
now that the whole town knows that Í came to you For 
advice and not from God, I won't be respected here as a 
reverend anymore. | have to 90 too. Lets move out 
together Sarah ," Sam suggested and Sarah smiled at him. 
The court reconvened the next day. William summoned 
Bridget Bishop as another accused of witchcraft. , You 
are known ror your dübious reputation, you often gosto 
the tavern and you dress very conspicuously. -, What kind 
or puritan called me this way? -, Your ex-husband.” 
-, Which one do you mean?" „ The third one." “Oh...” she 
sighed. Do you hereby. conress to witchcrapt?" -,,No!” 
-, Allright then. have another hundred and fifty names on 
the list. Which means we don't have time. They hereby 
sentence you. to be hanged on a noose!” He took the 
hammer and slammed it on the table. -, Мо!” Bridget called 
Qut, but the soldiers were already dragging her away. 
„Then another lady; or now even a gentleman shaving! 
Giles Corey." The defendant came Forward. "Do you 

500 


publicly сопғеѕ to witchcrapt?" - Қо! J am completely 
innocent.” The judge looked at him. -, But you have a hard 
core. I hereby sentence you to death by crushing!" The 
judge slammed his gavel on the table. The men led him 
away. ዝነ this way, he sent another 18 people to Gods 
judgment; the-ordeal - a test by Fire or water. Some 
ended up on the gallows, others burned or drowned. Arter 
a while, however, word spread that all those who died in 
such a tragic мау were innocent. None or them conressed 
to witchcrart and there wasn't even enough evidence to 
convict them. Unlike those who confessed to witchcraft 
and who disappeared from the city out of nowhere. Judge 
Мінет left behind only a letter or apology in which he 
admits that he committed a ranatical interpretation or the 
law and sent many innocent townspeople to а cruel death. 
At the same time, someone did not even notice the 
important detail that one or his eyes was whitish gray and 
the other was as dark as the bottom or a well. The sirl 
whom the witches saw in the forest was also not seen by 
anyone else. It wasn't until a pew centuries later that a 
much older one, roughly in his teens, was seen in the area 
southwest or Salem. This place is called Blair. 
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AN ANGELS 
STORY 
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"THIS S ТНБМОВК OF THS DEVIL HIMSELF, SAIDSTHE WOMAN 
IN-THE DARKENED LIBRARY, HANDING ANGELA А BOOK LAPEIED 
PHOBIA. -, МОТ HERB,” ANSWERED ANGELA. ' NEED 


SOMETHING ELSE," SHE ADDED. - M NON NST OR 
VERMIN- LIKE THOSE SCUMBAGS AND! WITCHES FROM: THE 


UNIVERSITY OF “GRAY MAGICÆNENHER „OF THESE 16 
DEIUSIONAL, ” SHS SPECIFIED HER EXSTENGE. SHE HAD DARK 
CURLY HAIR AND SLIGHTLY TANNED: SKIN. BIG IPS AND NOSE 
AND BYES, OH THOSE EYES, OVERSIZED АКО DARK AS THE SKY 
ITSELF AFTER SUNSET. AND ABOVE THEM, NARROW EYEBROWS 
AND А CHEEKY FOREHEAD, IN WHICH HER UNTETHERED. HAIR 
FROM А BUN НОМЕР. =, THEN WHO ARE YOU? THE, WOMAN 
ASKED. —, „A MEDIUM WITHTHE SKY,” SHE SAD PRI, AS IF IT 
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WB SCC OF THS ORDER OF THE DAY, = „YOU 
WOULDNT EXPECT THAT, WOULD YOU? SHE ADDED ON. 
THE WITHERED WOMAN OF THE LIBRARY, THE ONE AGED FOR 
DECADES, COLLAPSED»: "SO WHAT DO YOU WANT?" =, ‚GIVE 
МБ SOMETHING BY DION FORTUNE AND. ALISTAIR CROMEY. ” 
„ GOOD," ANSWERED THE WOMAN AND WENT TO THE 
LIBRARY, =,, WHAT БО ХОУ WANT THEM FOR? = HAVE THE 
FEELING THAT THEIR REINGARNATION HAS APPEARED HERE." 
— НАТ?" —, WELL, YOU PROBABLY WOULDN'T 
UNDERSTAND. -,, S,“, HE OD WOMAN SNEERED:-,,! 
DONT SEG ANY HERE.” =, NOT REALLY?" SHE DIDNT BELIEVE 
ANGELA. EVER. SINE SHE MANAGED ТО STEAL AN ANCIENT 
EGYPTIAN PAPYRUS, WRITTEN IN HIERATIC SCRIPT, "IN THIS WAY, 
THROUGH SIMONY, THAT IS TO SAY, А HOLY SHOP — A TRADE IN 
SPIRITUAL THINGS» SHE BELIEVED THAT ABSOLUTELY EVERYTHING 
COULD BE FOUND. SHE WENT ТО OLDER PRIVATE LIBRARIES 
AND SELECTED THE REMAINS OF COLLECTORS. FEW PEOPLE 
COULD TRULY APPRECIATE THESE SPECIMENS. FOR SOME А 


DUSTY STACK OF PAPERS, FOR HER А TREASURE. SHE 
DEVOTED TIME АМО EFFORT TO OBTAIN OTHER, IMPORTANT 


QUES IN THE. FORM OF BOOKS FULL OF INFORMATION. 
THROUGH THE HOLY.SHOP, SHE ASO MANAGED TO GET. RARE 
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LITERATURE AND PROTECTED FROM BOTH SIDES, THAT IS, IN Å 
WAY — FORBIDDEN. ANGELA WAS А SUPPORTER OF THE 


MODERN GOLDEN DAWN MOVEMENT. THIS INFLUENCE OF THE 
ISLANDS WHERE SHE GROW UP WAS SO DOMINANT IN HER 
ADOLESCENCE THAT SHE REACHED EUROPE ІМ ITS SPIRIT AND 


NAME. HERE SHE REVEAED THE INFLUENCE OF ANOTHER 
MOVEMENT , WHICH, AS SHE SOON DISCOVERED, WAS IN NO 
SMALL PART CONNECTED. ТО HER. BELIEFS, BUT AT THE SAME 
TIME SHE DISCOVERED WHAT SHE WAS FACING HERE}, NAMELY 


JHE MODERN PHENOMENON OF THE SINGLE FREEMASONRY, 
WHOSE ROOTS REACHED DEEP. INTO THE DARK TIMES OF THE 


SEVENTEENTH CENTURY, FIRST OF ALL, THE FACT THAT THEY CAN 
BE DANGEROUS, ABOVE АП, BOHEMIA AND GERMANIA, WHICH 
WERE RULED BY THE ROSICRUCIANS LONG BEFORE NOW. THEY 
HAD THEIR OWN SECRET AGENDAS HERE, AND THEREFORE 
AGENTS WHO WERE ON HER HEELS WITHOUT. ANYTHING, ONE 


COULD SAY THAT THE HAUNTINGS, ОҚ PARANOIA OR EVEN 
PSYCHOSIS OF THESE SHADOWS OR GHOSTS, WITH HIDDEN 


BLADES HAUNTED HER SINCE THE FIRST BOOK OBTAINED HERE. 

THE SECRET SOCIETY ALMOST ALWAYS ACTED THIS WAY. SOME 

MIGHT, SAY, THEYRE JUST: BOOKS «BUT FOR SOME PEOPLE, 

BOOKS ARE SOMETHING ፒን EN ON. -STILL, SHE MADE NO 

BONES. ABOUT IT. SHE NDW. THAT WITH. THE НЫР OF НЕК 
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ABNORMAL. ABILITIES, «SHE GOUD KEEP HERSELE ALERT 
ENOUGH. IT WAS AWAY IHE, ANGELS WHO GOMMUNICATED 
WITH HER AND LET HER KNOW IN ADVANCE HOW TO PROCEED. 


THIS ENUGHTENMENT WAS BOTH HER GIFT AND HER CURSE, 
AND IT WAS ONE OF THE MAIN REASONS, SHE FOUND HERSELF 


HERE. AS THEY SAY, FROM MUD TO PUDDIE. —,,SHOW MB," 


SHE PUSHED AWAY THE WOMAN, WHO LOOKED LIKE EXACTLY 
ONS OF THOSE FROM WHOM SHE COULD FEEL THE AFFECTION 


FOR SUCH ORGANIZATIONS. -, 1 TAKE A LOOK MYSBIF, " SHE 
ADDED, THERE REALY WERENT ANY. SHE SNORTED GREEDIY: 
"Wells „AT [EAST IlLTASS THIS," SHE PICKED. UP THE: BOOK 
FROM THE TAPIE THAT THE OLD LADY HAD FIRST-OFFERED HER. 
WEIL WAfTl YOU CANT DO THAT!” A WOMAN SNORTED ON 
HER BACK? "YOU АРБА GOOD LADY, GOD WILL REWARD. YOU." 


SHE HIT THE WOMAN WITH A SMILE АМО RAN AWAY. OUT INTO 
THE. STREETS, OF PRAGUE „AND THEN TO THE. CHURCH- ON 


BEILÉMSKé NÁMĚSTÍ. THERE, HOWEVER, SHE DISCOVERED 
THAT THE BOOK MUST HAVE FALLEN. OUT SOMEWHERE. AT THE 
SAME TIME, SHE FELT THAT SHE WAS BEING TIGHTLY PRESSED 
AL THE WAY HERE. SHE STOMPED ЗЕМИ AND STRODE 
NSN INTO THE CHURCH. SHE SAT DOWN IN THE FRONT ROW 
AND BEGAN TO PRAY. INTENSIVELY IN RENUNCIATION FORMULAS 
ТО ESTABUSH CONTACT WITH THE ANGELS. HERE SHE HEARD 
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THEIR, VOICES. THEY FEW AROUND HER, WHISPERING. TO. HER 
FROM AL SIDES.- S N TO GET UP AND GO LIGHT ONG 
CADIE. THE VOIGE OF. ONLY ONE. OF AL THE ANGES 
REMAINED, 

THERE ARE MANY AND MANY ANGELS. ANGELS OF THE HOUR. 
ANGELS OF THE ZODIAC. HOWEVER, THIS. WAS THE VOICE OF 
ARCHANGEL GABRIEL HIMSELF, HE GAVE HER CLEAR TIPS AND 
INSTRUCTIONS. ON WHERE ТО PROCEED: WITH HER BEHAVIOR, 
HERE IN THE HEART OF EUROPE, ALL THE WORLDS INFLUENCES 
INTERSECTED. BUT SHE WAS YET TO FIND OUT EXACTLY HOW 
THE VOICE SOOTHED HER. SHE SAW THE PRIEST ENTERING THE 
CONFESSIONAL. SHE ALSO WENT IN THAT DIRECTION ТО ASK 
FOR ABSOLUTION = FORGIVENESS-OF SIN. "| DID ІТ AGAIN 
FATHER," ANGELA SPOKE LOUDLY IN THE WOODEN CABIN, 
- „АКО "WHAT. DID OO DO ANGELINA,” THE PRIEST 
REMEMBERED HER. —,,! STOLE THS BOOK, BUT | LOST IT ON 
THE WAY HERE." "WELL, IT. WAS.PROBAPLY DESERVED," THE 


PRIEST ANSWERED НЕК. AT THAT MOMENT, ANGELA ASO 
REMEMBERED THAT THE WOMAN HAD ТОШ. HER SOMETHING 


ABOUT THE DEVIL AONG WITH THE-BOOK,. —,,SUCH A BOOK 
CERTAINLY. DID NOT BELONG IN THE; CHURCH, IF IT WAS STOLEN 
BY YOU ANGELINO. WILL YOU RENOUNCE THIS INNUMERABLE SIN 
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OF YOURS, WITH WHICH YOU. НАУБ COME TO ME FOR THO 
UMPTEENTH TIME?” = „YES. FATHER; | RENOUNCE HIM. | ASK 
FOR FORGIVENESS. -,,IN THAT CASE, BE FORGIVEN AND 
THANK GOD FOR OUR MASTER JAN HUS; WHO WAS BURNED АТ 
THE STAKE, THAT THANKG ТО HIM: YOU DONT HAVE TO PAY 
INDULGIENCES HERE." IT WAS TRUE. ANGELA WAS ІМ THE 
HUSSITE CHAPEL DEDICATED TO THEIR MASTER, AND SHE WAS 
THERE EVERY TIME SHE СОБ А BOOK SO, OR AS 
THEY SAY HERE, SHE CHEATED.. NOW IS THE RIGHT TIME FOR 


HER TO GO OUT AGAIN: SHE КСКЕО OPEN THE DOOR OF THE 
OAK. CHAMBER AND. WALKED TOWARDS THE EXT OF THE 


BUILDING. BEFORE SHE LEFT IS PREMISES, HOWEVER, SHE 
CHECKED HER LIGHTED CANDIE COVERED WITH EINS SAND IN 


JHE SIONS TROUGH, IT WAS DRY ON THE STREET, DARK 
CLOUDS. SWIRLED AROUND THE REMNANTS OF THE FOGGY SKY, 
SOON IT WILL START TO RAN. SHE DESCENDED THE DIRTY AND 


DUSTY STONE STEPS AND STEPPED ONTO THE SMOOTH, LARGE 
COPPIESTONES THAT COVERED) THE STREETS. HERE IN THE 


HISTORIC CENTER OF PRAGUE. AND WHAT HE DOESNT SEE! 


THE BOOK SHE MYSTERIOUSLY DROPPED Ом, THE WAY HERE. 
SHE LAY MOIIONESS ON THE OPPOSITE PILLAR OF THE 


CHURCH, „НЕК DAMP AND WAVY SIDES BILLOWING ON HER IN 
THE, GUSTS OF WIND THAT SWEPT REPEATEDLY THROUGH THE 
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STREET. SHE GRIPPED IT TIGHTLY. S COUIDNT BELIEVE IT. 
SHE QUIGLY HD. IT UNDER HER TOPS AND WENT TO HER 


ABODE. SHE PREFERRED TO CHECK IT SEVERAL TIMES ON THE 
WAY ТО MAKE SURE.SHE STILL HAD ІТ, AND ТО AVOID 
REPEATING THAT DISAPPOINTMENT, AT THE CHURCH. INSIDE HER. 
SMALLER APARTMENT, HER JACK ROUSSLEY TERRIER, NAMED 


SIMPLY JACK, WAS ALREADY WAITING, FOR HER. SHE WAS 
CONVINCED THAT HE WAS THE. REINCARNATION OF SPRING 


HEELED JACK, -AN URBAN PHANTOM FROM VICTORIAN ENGLAND 
DURING AN EPIDEMIC, DURING WHICH HE APPEARED ABOVE 
BUILDINGS AND HAUNTED: ALL WHO SAW HIM. EVEN PRAGUE 
HAD A VERY SIMILAR URBAN PHANTOM, ONLY IT-APPEARED IN A 


DIFFERENT IME AND UNDER A DIFFERENT N – “PERAK. 
JACK SUD: THE EMPTY BOWL OVER ТО HER AND SHE QUICLY 


REFILLEDAT FOR HIM BEFORE WALKING INTO HER ROOM. IT WAS 
WINTER HERG. SHE QUICKLY. PLACED THE BOOK ON THE «TABLE 
NEXT TO THE CME, WHICH SHE UT WITH THE MATCHES 
PLACED NEXT TO HER. SHE THEN. TURNED AND TURNED THE 


TRIGGER ON THE ROOM HEATER ATTACHED TO THE WAL SHE 
SAT DOWN NEXT TO THE BOOK AND CAREFULLY EXAMINED THE 


HEADING — PHOBIA, LATIN, А DEAD LANGUAGE, WITH. NO 


NATIVE SPEAKERS: HD HINTED ТО HER THAT THIS BOOK 
MIGHT. PARADOXICALLY BRING SOMETHING. TO LIFE AND SHE 
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OPENED TT, HER LEATHER BACK, BATTERED WITH BRASS EDGES, 
. IT WAS AN ILIUMINATED MANUSCRIPT, А MANUSCRIPT 
WITH ARTISTICALLY COLORED PICTORIAL ACCOMPANIMENTS, 
SUCH AS WAS USED-IN THE MEDIEVAL BONS, NOWADAIS, 
THAT WOULD: PE CONSDERED А RARITY. THE FONT 6 
CALIGRAPHICALLY SMOOTH, ‘AS IF FT WERE STIL-WRITTEN WITH 
А BIRD FEATHER AND NATURAL INK: IT WAS GEAR AT FIRST 
GLANCE THAT THIS МА МО ORDINARY BOOK, HER RIGHT 
TEMPLE HURT. SHE COULD FEELTHE BOOK AFFECTING HER MND 


FROM THE MOMENT SHE OPENED ІТ. SHE HEARD THE BUZZING 
ІМ НЕК EARS- AND THE HIDDEN WORDS OF THE "ANGELS 
ASSURING НЕК. THAT SHE WAS ІМ COMPLETE PROTECTION 


AGAINST ANY INSIDIOUS IDEA CREATED E HOOD -SO, 
DISEASE- CARRYING: INSECTS. IT IS SO EASY TO PLANT AN EGG 
OF THOUGHT IN THE SUBGONSCIOUS WITH А BOOK, BUT SHE 
HELT SOMETHING ELSE FROM HER. AS IF THE BOOK HAD 


CHOSEN НЕК. RECENTLY, SHE FOCUSED ON THE CONNECTION 
OF THE SAXON GOLDEN DAWN MOVEMENT WITH THE LOCAL 


EASTERN EUROPEAN ROSICRUCIANISM, - WHICH WAS 
SUPPOSED TO HAVE А NOW PERSONIFICATION OF AUSTAIR 


CROWLEY. BUT NOT ONLY..HIM, BUT DION FORTUNE, 
ACCORDING. ТО НЕК, INFORMATION, WOULD. BE LOCATED. 


SOMEWHERE, IN THE. WESTERN REGION OF EUROPE. SHE 
ና 


RECEIVED" WISDOM FROM THE ANGELS. IN THE FORM OF 


KNOWLEDGE, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT REINCARNATED” SOUIS 
MISSION. WITH OTHER. REINCARNATED SOULS. WHO WOULD BE 


CLOSE TO EACH OTHER IN THEIR LIFE ESSENCE. 
AND THIS BOOK WAS THE REMNANT OF ONG SUCH 


PERSONALITY, A DRAGON SLAYER WHO INHABITED THIS. CITY. 
MANUSCRIPT, DISCUSSED THE DESCRIPTION: OF THE LIFE OF 
THIS. PERSON SHROUDED IN MISTERY. OF HIS TIME. THE BOOK 
THUS FUNICTIONED AS A KIND OF DIARY, BUT IT WAS NOT 
WRITTEN BY THE PERSON WHO DISCUSSED IT, SO THIS MEANT 
THAT THE DRAGON SLAYER, AS THE PERSONA WAS REFERRED 


ТО, HAD ITS OWN SCRIBE. NOWADAYS — THE SECRETARIAT. 
HERE He MENTIONS THE STUDIES OF THAT SHADOWY: MAN OF 
THE UNWRITTEN LAW WHO SET OUT-ON JOURNEIS TO LEARN 
ABOUT THE PAST IN ORDER ТО BE E ТО PREDICT, THE 
FUTURE АКО FACE ANY DANGER LURING EVEN FROM A BLIND 


SPOT, AT THE BEGINNING OF HIS QUEST FOR KNOWLEDGE, HE 


MENTIONS THE SECRET. CHRONICLES OF THE MONGOLS, AS THE 
INNER CONFESSIONS. OF THIS CULTURE OF THE WORDS 


SECOND LARGEST HISTORIGALEMPIRE. SHE OPENED THE EYES 
OF THE WORLD WITH HER INFLUENCE, WHICH WAS 
FUNDAMENTAL TO EVERYIHING; + WHEREVER THE GOVERNMENT 
FROM ASIA ITSELF DOMINATED UNDER HER LEADERSHIP... IT WAS 
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THE, THIRTEENTH CENTURY, AND WHEREVER, THE. MONGOLS 
FOOT LANDED. MEANT ONDIONE THING. — CHAOS. THE RESUET 
OF THIS’ WAS AWAS THE SAME, REGARDIESS “OF THE 
CULTURE OR POWER ATTACKED, IT CAUSED ISOLATION AND 
THE DISINTEGRATION, OF THE EXSTING: SOCIETY, WHOEVER 
RULED THE COUNIRY, HIS POWER DECLINED. WITH THE ARRIVAL 
OF THE MONGOIS. HE: wAS FORGED-TO ጭህ FOR HIMSELF 
EVEN THOUGH HIS NAME MIGHT STIL MEAN SOMETHING. UNTIL 
THEN, THE MONARCH HAD «HIS. POWER, © PROPERTY: АКО 


EDUCATION, OR ዘይ INTENTION. HE HAD HIS PEOPLE AROUND 
НМ FOR VARIOUS ACTIVITIES THAT HE DIDN'T H O DO 


ALONG THANKS. TO THEM. BUT WITHTHE ARRIVAL OF THE 
MONGOL INFLUENCE, EVERYTHING TURNED® INTO THE 
OPPOSITE. HE HAD TO [EARN TO PERFORM AL HIS FUNCTIONS 
BY HIMSEIP, NO MORE SN NOD HIM. ЕНЕ STIL 


NEEDED A SERVICE, HE HAD TO PAY MORE FOR IT, BUT ASO 
COUNT ON THE FACT. THAT THE PERSON: MAY МОТ BEHAVE 


HONESTLY TOWARDS. HIM, AS THE CHAOS IN SOCIETY GREW 
AND MEANT A NOW OPPORTUNITY FOR THOSE WHO WAITED 


FOR THE RIGHT MOMENT. THE ENTIRE WORLD THAT HAD BEEN 
BXPLORED UNTIL THEN. ጨላ РОК THE REPULSION OF THEIR 


DRASTICAATTACK, “GENGHIS KHAN TED HIS TROOPS THROUGH 


ALL OF ASIA AND RUSSIA TO EUROPE AND IO! THE LAND FROM 
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WHICH. THEY RETREATED — BOHEMIA, BOHEMIA: THE 
HUNGARIANS OF THAT TIME). ONS OFTHE POWERFUL MONGOL 
CHIEFTAINS WAS ALSO BURIED HERE, ATLEAST, ACCORDING 


TO LEGEND... NEVERTHELESS, EVEN “UNTIL HIS. DEATH, HE 
CRUSHED SMALL ESTATES «AND FAMILIES WITH. WEAK ROOTS 


МО DUST AND ¿SOLITUDE IN «POVERTY. HOWEVER, THE 


MONGOL HORDE АӨО ADVANCED ТО THE MODE EAST, 
WHERE THEY HAD A VERY “SIGNIFICANT INFLUENCE ON THE 
MIDDLE EASTERN "CURRENT RADIATING ALL THE WAY TO THIS 


FABIED PARADISE LAND - BOHEMIA. MORE SPECIFIGALLY, THE. 
1 TTH-CENTURY ISLAMIC. EXTREMIST. MOVEMENT OF THE 


HASHASHINS, ITS PROGENITOR OF TERRORISM, WAS THE SEED 
OF ASSASSINATION OPERATIONS UNDER ONE ROOF AS А 


HOMOGENEOUS ARMY OF HIRED КШЕКӨ, — UNTILTHE MONGOL 
INVASION; WHICH HAD AS MUCH INFIUENCE ON IT А ОМ 
EVERYTHING ELSE. NEVERTHELESS; THIS INFIUENCE REMAINED 
SECRET EVEN FOR, “IN ESSENCE, THE. HASHASH 
ORGANIZATION, BACKED BY-AL-AFDAL, KNOWN’ PRIMARILY FOR 
THE USE OF OPIUM LEADING TO SUICIDE BY ASSASSINS. AFTER 
SHB TOO PARTIAL MANAGED ТО AVERT THE MONGOL ATTACK, 
OR BYPASSED IT, AS WAS. HER. WONT, SHE BECAME MORE 


SECRETIVE. IT 6 THEREFORE NOT SURPRISING THAT IT CHOSE 
PRAGUE AS ONG OF THE SUBSEQUENT PLACES FOR THE 
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PROCLAMATION OF ITS TRADITION, AS А CLASSIC. STOP. FOR 
TRADERS WITH. DPENSIVE FABRICS SPICES АКО OR PRECIOUS 


STONES. THAT IS WHY THERE 6 ALSO A LEGEND CIRCULATING 
IN CEH CUTURE THAT THE MIDDLE EASTERN INFLUENCE 
PLAYED A FUNDAMENTAL ROLE; IN THE CREATION OF THE CAPITAL 


CITY OF PRAGUE, AS A CROSSROADS BETWEEN PEOPLES AND 


CUNURES. THEREFORE, THE INFLUENCE. OF THE HASHASHINS 
APPEARED HERE ONLY AFTER. THE FRAGMENTATION ОЕ THE 


ORIGINAL ORGANIZATION BY THE INVASION OF THE MONGOLS! 


NEVERTHELESS, ІТ REMAINS А WELL-KNOWN FACT THAT THE, 
ARCHENEMY «OF THE HASHASHINS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN. THE 


TEMPLARS, THS ORDER, FOUNDED IN 1118 IN JERUSALEM, 


WAS THE FIRST TO LAY THE FOUNDATION STONES OF BANKING. 
THE ТАЛОМІС ORDER HAD THE SAME INFLUENCE IN BOHEMIA 


AS IT. DID THROUGHOUT EUROPE. THE SIRUGGIE BETWEEN 


THESE TWO FACTIONS; Tr TEMPIARS AND THE HASHASHINS, 
HAS INTENSIFIED IN Å LESS VISIBLE SPHERE SINCE THE ARRIVAL 


OF THE MONGOIS. YET THIS FIGHT CONTINUES TO THIS DAY, 


JUST BY DIFFERENT MEANS AND ABOVE ALL, IT GIVES BOTH А 
PROPER COUNTERPART AND THEY WOULDN T BE WHAT THEY ARE 


WITHOUT EACH OTHER. 
THE CONQUEST OF CONSTANTINOPLE, 1-5. TODAYS ISTANBUL, 
IN THE 15TH CENTURY BY THE TURKS FINALLY SHOWED. THE 
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SUPERIORITY OF ISLAM OVER CHRISTIANITY, WHICH ALSO HAD А 
LATER INFLUENCE, UNTIL THE DISCOVERY OF AMERICA IN THE 


15TH CENTURY, WHEN THE WORLD BEGAN TO SHOW ITSELF IN 
THE DIRECTION OF EXPANSION AND WAS NO LONGER 
CONCERNED WITH INTERNAL RELATIONS AS MUCH AS THIS WAS 
THE CASE FROM THE TIME ОЕТНЫ BABYLONIAN EMPIRE UNTIL THE 


INVASION ОҒ JHE -MONGO!S, WHICH CAUSED THE 
DISINTEGRATION OF THE» COMMUNITY МО THE RUB OF 


МОМОА. АКО SELF-INIHATION: AMERICA, MADE UP OF 


NATIVES WHO ORIGINALLY САМ FROM ASIA, WAS NOW BEING 
LITERALLY BATTERED. BY. АМ INFLUX OF AGGRESSIVE | AND 


DISEASE—CARRYING EUROPEANS. AT THAT TIME, THANKS ТО 


THE CONVENIENT POSITION OF THE DEPOPULATING EUROPE, 
INFLUENCE FROM AFRICA IN THE FORM OF ANIMISM AND ISLAND 
PRACTICES FROM THE NEWLY DISCOVERED CARIBBEAN ISLANDS 


BEGAN JO REACH HERE. ALSO THE INFLUENCE OF INDIA, 
WHERE THE MONGOLS DID NOT EVEN REACH. GODS, CASTES, 


KAMASUTRA AND WE COULD GO ON, THAT IS WHY INDIAN 
CULTURE IS CONSIDERED ТО BE QUITE PURE AND 


UNTOUCHED, HOWEVER, THAT. CHANGED IN Il. WORLD WAR. 


HOWEVER, FEW PEOPIE REALIZE THIS. HOWEVER, FEW OF 
THESE INFLUENCES HAD А CHANCE TO SUSTAIN THEMSELVES IN 


THE CHRISTIAN FEID. WHAT ARE WE TAKING ABOUT, 
MIGRATION AND THE SPREADING. OF NEW МВАВ ON. THB 
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WORLD. HAS ALWAYS BEEN THERE, AFTER AL, EVEN THESE 
CZECH COUNTRIES ARE VICTIMS OR THE AMBASSADORS FROM 


THESSALONIM — CYRIL AND METHODIUS. ONLY THE INFLUENCE 
OF NORTH AMERICA — THE ILLUMINATI, ORIGINALLY FOUNDED IN 
THE 1 8TH CENTURY IN GERMANY, WHICH FOLLOWED ON FROM 
FREEMASONRY FOUNDED IN ENGLAND 717, HAD MS 
FINGERS ON THE SUBSEQUENT EVENTS OF EVERYTHING ELSE. 
LIKEWISE THE HERMETIC ORDER OF THE HOLY DAWN, OF WHICH 


ALISTAIR CROWLEY WAS A PART, FOUNDED IN 1888, UNTIL 
WS VSE DECLINE INTO THE. DEPTHS Ат THE END OF THE 


20TH: CENTURY. AT THE SAVE TIME, NEWS ABOUT RASPUTIN 
WAS CRCULATNG AROUND THE WORD. AN EXCEPTIONAL 
INDIVIDUAL: FROM "RUSSIA, BELONGING TO КМТ, 
TRANGLATED AS Å WHIP — Å RUSSIAN UNDERGROUND SECT 
BELONGING TO CHRISTIANS, OF WHICH HE WAS ASO TE МАҚ 
REPRESENTATIVE, 

ANGELA HAD ТО GET UP. THE BOOK GAVE HER EXACILY THE 
ANSWERS SHE NEEDED, AND MORE. AS IF IT WAS PRECISELY 
WRITTEN JUST FOR HER ALONE, SHE HAD ТО WALK TO HER 
BOOKCASE IN THE SIDE OF THE ROOM AND RAN HER FINGER 
OVER THE SPING OF THE BOOK COMPLETE GOLDEN DAWN 
SISTEM OF MAGIC, WORTH SOMETHING LIS 12 THOUSANDS 
SHE REMEMBERED VERY WELL HOW SHE CAVE TO HER. IT WAS 
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IN THE. PERSONAL BOOK COLLECTION OF А МАМ WHO HANGED 


HIMSELF IN THE WINDOW OF HIS SECOND-HAND BOOKSHOP. 
SHE PAID ONLY A SYMBOLIC FEB FOR HER ТО A FAMILY GRIEVING 


THE 1098 OF A LOVED ONE. STILL, IT DID NOT GIVS HER SUCH 
PLEASURE AS THE BOOK SHE WAS NOW READING. SHE HAD 
ТО RUSH BACK TO. HER TO INHALE MORE, KNOMEDGE. THE 
ROSICRUOANG, AN ORDER FOUNDED ON MISTICAL SOURCES 
IN GERMANY IN THE 15TH CENTURY, BUT OFFICIALLY ONLY IN 
"THE 17 CENTURY, [ED IN THE SECOND AND ФРРОБИВ 
DIRECTION FROM THE BXPANSION TO AMERICA, WHERE IT WAS 
POSSIBLE TO RE-EGTABILISH Å SIMILAR WAY OF LIFE /G. IT USED 
TO BE IN EUROPE BEFORE THE MONGOIS. IT LED TO AD 
AND THUS AMORE INNER 'NOWEDGE OFONSSELF AS THE 
ANATOMY" OF МАМ: HOWEVER, AFTER A PERIOD OF 
FUNCTIONING OF, THESE; ORGANIZATIONS, ONE; OF THEM, 


WHICH HAD BEEN INVISIBLE FOR A LONG TIME, HAD TO REVEAL 
MSELE AND THIS ESSENTIALLY CAUSED THE FIRST WORLD WAR 


BY THE ASSASSINATION OF FRANCIS FERDINAND DESTE. HERE 
WE CAN SEE ATYPICAL HAGHÁSIN INFLUENCE ON THE ACTIONS 


OF AN ASSASSIN ¿NAMED GAPREIO D PRINGP, WHO 
COINCIDENTALLY. IS BURIED N ONS OF THE PRAGUE 


CEMETERIES. IT WAS FOLLOWED BY II. THE WORLD. WAR, WHEN 
GERMANY ADOPTED THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE REMAINING 


519 


NATIONAL, CULTURES. BY .CONNECTING WITH .OTHER 


TOTALTARIAN REGIMES, THERE WAS A WAR WITH COUNTRIES 
THAT THEREBY SHOWED THEIR. GREATNESS ТО THEIR 


OPPONENTS, OR CONVERSELY TO, THEIR АШЕВ. THIS 
CONNECTED ALMOST THE ENTRE. МО Р. THAT IS, BOTH 


HORIZONTALLY AND. VERTICALLY, BUT ONLY ON CERTAIN AREAS, 
AND THAT IS WHY THE ENEMIES OF THAT TIME ARE NOW 


STAYING IN THE COMMERCIAL PLANE, END OF ዘ, WORD WAR | 
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC WAS FIRST CHARACTERIZED:BY WHAT 


STARTED WORLD WAR I — THE ASSASSINATION OF HEIDRICH BY 


SEVERAL CZECH AND ONG SLOVAK SOLDIER. WHAT FOLLOWED 
WAS NOTHING, BUT MAUCE AND VINDICTIVENESS ON THE PART 


OF GERMANY, BUT IT MARKED THE FIRST IMPORTANT WEAKENING 
OF NAZI POWER. BUT THEN WHAT WAS THE ABSOLUTE END OF 
THE WAR? - PILSEN LIBERATED BY THE AMERICANS, PRAGUE 
REMAINED ТО RUSSIA. THE" COLD WAR MEANT THE BIPOLARITY 


OF THE WORLD BY BOTH OPPOSITE POLES — SURREPTITIOUSLY 
OVERCOME BY NUCLEAR TEST ROUTES BY THE WORIDS MOST 


POWERFUL COUNTRIES. THE INFLUENCE FROM THE LATIN 

COUNTRIES, WHERE HITLER ALBGEDLUY RED, HAS A TOUGH OF 

BARONY, WHICH MEANS "PROSTITUTION AND. DRUGS. THEN 

CAVE GLOBALIZATION, ANGLICIZATION COMING ОЛ. OF THE 

ENGLISH EMPIRE, THE BIGGEST EVER, THE SECOND LARGEST 
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WAS. THE MONGOLIAN ONE. IT COMES AT THE CONNECTION OF 
NORTH AND SOUTH BY AN INDIVIDUAIEIN THE VERTIGALPLANE AS 


WEIL AS THE HORIZONTAL” ONE. WHICH MEANS THE 


INTERSECTION OF ALL DIRECTIONS OF THE WORLD AND RACES. 
AL THOSE WHO GAME FROM THE MIDDIE EAST AND THE 


ORIENT, OR ASIA OR OTHER PARTS OF THE WORLD, THEY 
ALWAYS REPRESENTED SOMETHING NOBLE HERE, BECAUSE IT 


WAS NOT COMMON HERE, AND THEIR PRESENCE HERE GOULD 
ዘ MANY LOCAL RESIDENTS ABOVE THE CONSERVATISM AND 


MONOTONY OF LIFE. STILL, THAT WAS THE NOMADIC NATURE OF 
THESE, FOREIGN LINES. HERE, THE TEMPLARS REPRESENTED А 
PASSIVE FORGE, THEIR GREEX CROSS ALWAYS RADIATED AN 


IMPRESSION. OF CONSTANCY AND STRENGTH; AND THEREFORE 
IT IS NOT, SURPRISING THAT THE SAME SYMBOL IS. ALSO USED 


AS A PLUS SIGN — THE PURE SOUL OF BANKING, 

THE, DIRECT EASTERN: INFLUENCE, "THE; IMAGINARY RUSSIA. AND 
THE STATES INFLUENCED BY IT, ALWAYS HAD ONE EXCEPTIONAL 
PERSON OUT OF AL, BOTH INTERVS OF THEIR SNUS AND 
ABILITIES. ALWAYS ONE CALED-UP GREAT IN A LONG ТМБ 
WHO REPRESENTED, FOR BETTER OR WORSE, THEIR STUNNING 
TERRITORY. THE ROSICRUCIANS AND FREEMASONS, ON THE 
OTHER HAND, MEANT BUILDING AND EDUCATION DAT HIGH 


LEVELS IN, CENTRAL EUROPE... COMPULSORY EDUCATION WAS 
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ALSO, INTRODUCED HERE - BY MARIA THERESA. IT THEN 
SPREAD'INTO THE, PRESENT, FORM OF PRIMARY AND SECONDARY 


SCHOOLS RUN BY THE STATE SYSTEM ALL OVER ጡ WORD. 
HOWEVER, THIS EVENTUALLY [ED TO SCHOOL MASSACRES = 


FOR EXAMPIB, COLUMBIA HIGH SCHOOL IN AMERICA, WHERE 
YOU CAN SEE THE CONNECTION OF THE FUNDAMENTAL 


INFLUENCE OF. MASS EDUCATION AND BOOS, IF WE 
CONSIDER THE FAMOUS AUTHOR OF THE NEON BIBLE, WHO 


STUDIED AT THE SAME SCHOOL, AND THE MAIN ASSASSINS 
WERE TWO. YOUNG STUDENTS WHO: FINISHED. THE WHOLE 


MASSACRE «BY THEIR. JOINT SUICIDE ЧМ THE LIBRARY. 
FURTHERMORE, CENTRAL AMERICA AND MEXICO HAVE A MAJOR 
INFIUENCE HERG, AS COUNTRIES THAT CELEBRATE DEATH. IN 


THESE COUNTRIES, DEATH WAS NOT ONLY CELEBRATED, BUT IT 
WAS “ALWAYS MUSICIANS. WHO HAD THS MAIN. ROLE IN A 


SOCIAL EVENTS: THIS SPREAD FOR A WHILE, AS THEY WERE 


VERY IMPORTANT AS A MODEL FOR THE WHOLE WORLD, WHICH 
WAS AT FIRST. OVERPOPULATED: AND “TRAPPED. IN A VICIOUS 
CRAE BASED ON SISTEMATIC ROBOTIC PROCESSES THAT 


SOCIETY HAD SETUP FOR መቸ. IT WAS ONLY AFTER THE 
PANDEMIC CAME THAT HE HAD ፒን DEAL WITH THE MASS VICTIMS 


IT [EFT BEHIND, АКО THIS 5 PRECISELY WHERE THE ESSENCE 
OF THE INFLUENCE OF THESE DEATH -CELEBRATING COUNTRIES 
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CAME INTO PLAY, LIKOWSE, IN. CONNECTION WITH THE CZECH 
REPUBLIC, WHERE THE CONVENTION APPLIES: "AS LONG AS TT 
6 SUNG, IT HAS NOT DIED YET, " WHICH IS TALOR-MADE FOR 
THIS CASE. FOR N MOE WORLD, THE CEREMONY OF 
ACCEPTING DEATH 5 ESSENTIAL ኢአ THE EAST, THEY GET 
DRUNK WITH ALCOHOL, BECAUSE THEIR NATURE d TO 
CEIEPRATING EVERYTHING IN THIS WAY, JUST AS INTHE SOUTH, 
TRADITIONAL SHOOTING IS/TAXEN-AS A CELEBRATION, AND IN 
THE NORTH IT В SEX FOR А CHANGE, THE WEST ENOS THE 
POWER OF MONEY ОВ ШКЕВ TO SHOW OFF IN. ПБ SPIRIT. 
HOWEVER, DEATH IS SIMILARLY CELEBRATED IÑ MOST 
D, BUT EACH ONE INTERPREIS IT DIFFERENTLY, SOME 
BELIEVE IN REINCARNATION, OTHERS IN. HEAVEN, HEIL OR 
PARADISE. HOWEVER, THERE ARE; ALSO REGIONS WHERE THEY 
PELIEVE IN SPIRITUAL REINCARNATION, THAT IS, МОТ 
REINCARNATION, BUT THB "ABSORPTION: OF THE SOUL OF THE 
DEAD. FROM А SCIENTIFIC POINT OF VIEW, THE PROCESS OF 
ANNIHILATION, AND THIS WAS NEEDED FOR THE WHOIE WORLD 
IN APPLICATION, FOR DEATH STRENGTHENS THE WIL OF THOSE 
WHO ARE STILL: LIVING. HOWEVER; IF THE PANDEMIC IN TTS 
WORDING: MEANS. A GLOBAL INFECTION, THE WHOLE WORLD 
СЫЗ ON THE SAVE LEVEL N SOLVING ONE PROBLEM, 
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HOWEVER, WHAT HAPPENED AFTER THS SITUATION SEEMED ТО 
BE RELATIVELY RESOLVED. WAS I N NASTY. HORNET STING IN 


THE BACK BETWEEN THE SHOULDER BLADES. AND THE ATTACK 
ON UKRAINE BY RUSSIAZAT THIS MOMENT. THERE WAS Å FEELING 


OF THE OUTBREAK OF ለ KIND OF lll. WORLD WAR, IF We TAG 
INTO ACCOUNT ጉቴ ORIGINAL PLAYING FIELD GLOBALLY HEALED 


AFTER THE FIGHT AGAINST THE VIRUS, THE ENTIRE CONFLICT 
TOOK PLAGE: ON THE RIP SIDE OF THIS CONFLICT, AS IS THE 
GSO BAD THINGS. ASO BRING GOOD THINGS, AND THAT 
5 MOSTLY TECHNOLOGICAL PROGRESS, AS А RESUIT OF 
WARS: ¿AS THE ONLY POSSIB[E SOLID. REFERENCE, POINT МЕ 
САМ NOW TAKE INTO ACCOUNT, BECAUSE OF ITS POLITICAL: 


VALUES OF IHG FUTURE, NAMELY IN 2036 — «THE TIME OF 
CANADA WITH IIS MULTICULTURAL INFLUENCE ON THE WHOLE 


WORD AS THE SECOND. LARGEST. COUNTRY IN THE WORD: 
WITH. THE SMAJEST POPULATION, 5 COMING. THIS IS 
SUPPOSED: TO BE THE FUTURE STATE-OF-THE- ART. COLONY 
OF HUMANITY. AFTER IT COMES THE TIME 2054, WHERE THE 
UNIFICATION OF AFRICA, MODEIED AFTER EUROPE, HAS А 
MAJOR INFLUENCE. THIS - ALREADY BRINGS ABOUT THE 
UNIFICATION OF THE NORTH AND THE SOUTH = AUSTRALIA, 
AFRICA, EUROPE, THE NORDIC STATES, THE. DECHNE OF 


524 


NORTH AMERICA IS THREATENED, AND HERE IS WHAT. THE 
DRAGON SLAVER WAS WORKING ¿ON ҸМ JHE CZECH LAND 


WHERE HE LIVED. IN 2064, SOMETHING LIG ACCEPTING ALL 
THE INFLUENCES THAT HAVE ALWAYS PASSED OVER EUROPE 
SHOULD HAPPEN AND UNCONSCIOUSLY SLOWLY INTEGRATE IT 
BY SELECTING THE PARTS OF EACH OF THEM THAT ARE 


ACCEPTABIE. AN EXAMPLE; CAN BE SD WITH. SEVERAL PEOPLE 
AT THE SAVE TIME, OR SØFISM - THATIS, MISTICISM SOUGHT 
IN DANC THE SAME EXAMPLE САКВБ CUISINE = ALEROM THE 
DDE EAST, OR AFRICAN; EVEN AUSTRALIAN INFLUENCE: OF 
COURSE, EVERYWHERE ON THIS CONTINENT, AS THEY SAY, A 


DIFFERENT REGION HAS А DIFFERENT MORAL, PUT OVER TIME 
THERE WILL BE SUCH INTEGRITY АКО FINDING ONESELE IN 
OTHER, CULTURES AND ACCEPTING: SOMETHING NOW THAT THE 


WORLD WILLGROW SPIRITUALLY,. HERE, IN А FOOTNOTE, THERE 
WAS AN ADDITIONAL REFERENCE TO THE GAP BETWEEN THE 


AGENDAS OF THE FUTURE, WHICH SHOULD COME FROM 
SOMEWHERE IN LATIN AMERICA AND SHOULD BE LOCATED IN 


THE GAP BETWEEN AFRICA AND CANADA; SO IT SHOULD ES IN 
THE 40S AFTER 2000. THAT-WAS JUST HIS CONCEIT FROM 
THE PERSPECTIVE OF HIS WORIDLY EDUCATION. HE KNEW THAT 
Е THE FOURTH PARTY HE POINTED ТО DID. NOT HAPPEN, 
ANOTHER! WOULD REPLACE IT. EITHER. THE MDDIE POINT 
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BETWEEN CANADA, AFRICA AND THE CZECH REPUBLIC, OR THE 
NEXT ONG WOULD APPEAR AFTER AFRICA OR THE CZECH 


REPUBLIC. OR BETWEEN THEM. THE IMAGE OF А SNAKE EATING 
MSELF, AS SOME KIND OF CYCLE THAT DROVE THE PROCESS OF 


INDIVIDUALS LIKE THE, DRAGON SLAYER HIMSELF, OF COURSE, 
THE DIFFERENTIATION. OF EDUCATION BETWEEN NORTH AND 
SOUTH AND EAST AND WESI WIL ASO TAG PLACE 


DIAGONALLY. THAT IS, IN THE COMPLETE LINE-UP SCHEME - 
LIKE A SNOMFLAG. 

AND AL.OF THIS CONNECIS IN ONS PLACE N PVU. 
HERE IN THIS:PLAGE THE DRAGON SLAYER HAD НӨ HAREM. HIS 
GODS WERE WOMEN AND HE HAD HS FA FON THEM. НБ 
TOOK THIS IDEA ОР HIS HAREM FROM THE HASHASHINS, AND 
NOT ONY ድ IN THE SAME WAY, FROMTHE MDDIB 


EASTERN, SOUTHERN AND SOUTHWESTERN COUNTRIES, НБ 
ASO, FOUND SMOKING TOBACCO ሉህ CANNABIS IN HIS 


LIFESTYLE AND REFUSING ALCOHOL: AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE, 
WITH THE EXCEPTION OF RED WINE; WITH WAFERS, OR, IN AN 
AMERICANIZED WAY, WITH. CHIPS, “LIKE MODERN-DAY 
HUSSITEISM, BECAUSE) HE BELIEVED THAT IF THE CHRISTIAN 


CHURCH BURNED. MASTER JAN..HUS WITH А LATIN CROSS, НЕ 
SHOULD ВБ RECOGNIZED BY THE ISLAMIC IDEA OF ONE GOD 


ALLAH AND MORE OF HIS MESSENGERS, Аб ANOTHER OF THEM, 
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ON THE, CONTRARY, THE CRUSADERS, AS THEIR ENEMIES, HAD 
BUILT THE FOUNDATIONS OF BANKING HERG, WHICH THE 
DRAGON SLAVER ACCEPTED AS PART OF HS SELF. THIS 
HAPPENED PY INVENTING HIS NOW “CURRENCY WC. 
HOWEVER, IT AROSS FROM THE FINAL RESULT OF THE WAR IN 
VIETNAM = 45 А SO-CAIED NDAPRINI, OR BLUEPRINT, 
TRANSLATED АВ A PROPOSAL FOR АМӘМ WORLD CURRENCY, IT 
WAS ALSO INTENDED ТО ESA TOOL TO BEND SPACE-TIME TO 
AVOID THE THIRD WORLD WAR. IN ADDITION, THE DRAGON 


SLAVER ALSO INVESTED ІМ PHARMACY, AS АМ ALTERNATIVE 
INTAKE "OF NOW PHARMACEUTICAL OPTIONS AFTER THE 


INFLUENCE, OF THE ROSICRUCIANS AND ALCHEMISTS, АКО 
ABOVE, AL HAIIUCINOGENIC SYRUPS, STIMULATING... NASAL 


SPRAYS, OR TABIBTS FOR SEXUAL SUPPORT, WHICH HE.LIKED 
TO PSYEHOACTIVATE EVEN, MORE Pr COMBINING THEM WITH 


MICRODOSES ОҒ DRUGS, WHICH” ALWAYS MENTALLY 
CONNECTED нм TO IDEAS DEALING WITH THE SCIENCES OF 


EVERYTHING, TODAY IN THE URBAN, DICTIONARY REFERRED ТО 


AS GEDING. EVENJUST ARGUING INSIDE HIS HEAD, BROUGHT 
HIM TO THE IDEA OF CAUSING THAT TIME LOOP TO AVERT WHAT 
WAS COMING AND AT THE SAME TIME MOVE HIM TO THE RIGHT 
PLACE SO THAT EVERYTHING WOULD FIT TOGETHER, ЦКС SOME 


COSMIC MECHANISM, BUT HS HAD TO CREATE SOMETHING ELSE 
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IN HONOR OF THIS, BECAUSE THE SOCIETY CEASED ፒን BELIEVE 
IN ANYTHING THAT. HAD SEEMED REALTO IT UNTIL THEN FOR MS 


SUPPORT INI MOMENTS OF. WEAKNESS. HERE IN «BOHEMIA 
THERE WAS А PRECISE GEOGRAPHICAL HHO OF THE 
INFLUENCES OF AL T SLOWLY DECLINING CHRISTIAN 


INFLUENCES AND THEIR SYMBOLS OF CROSSES. THE CLASSIC 


LATIN ONE ON WHICH JESUS CHRIST WAS CRUCIFIED, BUT NO 
ONE HAS BEEN. CRUCIHED ON THE OTHER GROSSES RUUNG 


EUROPE = GREEK AND ORTHODOX, HOWEVER, THE DRAGON 
SLAYER DISCOVERED IN DION: FORTUNES BOOKS THAT.ONS 
WHO DISCLOSES TO SOCEN THE SECRET PRACTICES OF 


O SUBJECTS SHOULD END UP. ОМ. THE «ROSS. 


HOWEVER, THE DRAGON SLAYER TOOK IT IN HIS OWN. WAY, 
THAT HE IS SOMEONE WHO MUST PAY WITHEHIS ሠፔ TO SAVE 


THE WORLD AND IN-WHOM PEOPLE WIL BELIEVE. AND THE 
DRAGON SLAVER. SAID: =, THERE IS ҚО NEED TO DO 


ANYTHING, IT IS ONLY NECESSARY TO ВЕПБУБ," THEREFORE, 
THROUGH HIS EXPERIENCES. WITH HIS WORDS COLBCTED 


SEXUAL COMPANIONS, AS HIS TWELVE-PIECE HAREM, НЕ 


ALREADY SUSPECTED, “THANKS. TO. THE. SYNCRETIC 
INTERMINGLING AND CURSING OF RELIGION FROM THE BLACK 


HEART OF THE WORLD, STARTING. AND NOT ENDING WITH THE 

WHOLE WORLD, THAT ІТ ፳ NOT NECESSARY ТО WORSHIP ል 

PERSON „BUT ABOVE ALL AN OBJECT. AS A RESULT, Hb HAD TO 
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CHOOSE А SUITABLE COMPROMISE FOR AL CROSSES, МОТ 
ONLY FOR THE CASE .OF.CRUCIHNON, BUT AISO FOR IS 
MEANING — “THUS А NEW, CROSS WAS BORN — THE LATIN- 


GREEK CROSS. 
A COMBINATION OF GREG AND LATIN WITH. SIMILARITIES ТО 


ORTHODOX. HOWEVER, HG DELIBERATELY CHOSE IT TURNED 
UPSIDE DOWN, AS IT. SECMED MORE APPROPRIATE FOR THE 
CURRENT LIFESTYLE. GREEK. FOR PHARMACY AND BANKING AND 
LATIN. FOR EVERYTHING THE BIBLE HAS REFERRED ТО SO FAR. 


HOWEVER, WHEN HE ADDED А ORAE IN THE MIDDLE, ІТ WAS 
SOMETHING UKG А SYMBOL OF THE. FEMININE PRINCIPLE 


FOLLOWING THE BIG PIUS SYMBOL THE WHOLE HAD A 
ZODIACA ጩጩ MT WAS SUPPOSED ТО BE BASED ON 
SELECTIVITY NOT ONLY ON THE CHARACTER OF EXOTIC ORIGIN; 
BUT ASO ON THE ZODIAC SIGN OF HIS COMPANIONS. HE 
SUSPECIED THAT A PERSON WOULD NEED TO BE SACRIFICED, 
SO НБ DECIDED ON HIS OPTION — HS WILLUSE АТМБІСОР 
ТО BEND SPACE-TIME, IN WHICH HE HIMSELF. WILL BB LOST, 
AND THE ONLY THING LEFT AFTER HIM WILL BE THIS CROSS. THIS 


REVELATION. WAS SHOCKING AND PAINFUL FOR ANGELINA, IT 

WAS AS IF SHE FELT HIS INNER'STRUGGIE WITH HIMSELE OF AL 

THE CONFLICTING INFLUENCES THAT HAD. ACCUMULATED IN HIM 

OVER THOSE LIFETIMES. ІМ THB END, HOWEVER, SHE READ 
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BETWEEN THE LINES THAT HE WAS А BRAVE FIGHTER AND А 
BRILIANTIOVER. IF HE COULD REGULARLY HAVE SEX WITH HIS 
TWELVE WIVES, HE BOUGHT EACH OF THEM А RING AND TOOK 
HER STRAIGHT FROM THE FAMOUS HOUSE TO THE REST, WHO 
WERE ARBADY WANING AT HG HOUSE, WHERE, AS IS THE 
CUSTOM, THE WHOLE NUMBER AND ALL OF THEM REPENTED АТ 
ONCE. THANG TO THIS, HE WAS .CAIED ላ .SO- CAUED 
SUPERSEXJAL HE BELIBVED THAT НБ HAD THE RIGHT 
COMPANY LIKE THIS, НЕ WOULD. BE; O ACCOMPLISH. WHAT 


НЕ HAD PLANNED TO DO AL ALONG. HIS WOMEN GAVE HIM 
SUCH POWER THAT HE WAS E TO CONTROL THE (СОР OF 


THE COSMIC LAW ОҒ TIME WITH ІТ. ІМ THE CASE OF THO 
DRAGON SLAYER, HOWEVER, ACCORDING TO. HIS 
HANDWRITING, THERE WAS ALSO ANOTHER REASON FOR HIS 


S. HE HAD AL THE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC IN WOMEN 
AROUND НМ AND НЕ KNOW HOW ТО SUBCONSCIOUSLY 
INFLUENCE THEM SO MUCH THAT THEY WERE JEALOUS OF GACH 
OTHER SO MUCH THAT THEY AL FELL IN LOVE WITH EACH 


OTHER, 

HOWEVER, HE HIMSELE- NEVER SHARED: НӨ ZODIAC SIGN. HE 

WAS, IN SHORT, AS THE TIMES CREATED HIM. HE HAD HIS OWN 

WRITER WHO WROTE FOR HIM WHAT НЕ WANTED; FOR, AS IT 

LATER TURNED OUT, HE WAS JUST. A GHOST. PROBABLY THE 
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FUTURE, AS THE WRITER CALED IT. АВ А PERSON WHO S 
OMNIPOTENT «AND OMNIPOTENT, HE IS MW OF HIS 
PRESENGE AND SPENDS IT ACCORDING TO HIS BLESSING FOR 
THE LAS ASSIGNED TO HIM AS A CHARACTER PASSING 
THROUGH THE EPOCHS OF THE WORD IN. GACH TIME A 
DIFFERENT EMBODIMENT, ACCGPTABIE. FOR HIS TIME. НЕ 
MANIFESTS HIS INFLUENTIAL SHH N ІТ BY EXPERIENCING 


UPS WITH THS OTHER INHABITANTS OF THE PLANET, ONLY 


MANIFESTING ABOVE THE STANDARD. ІМ ADVANCED TIMES; 
WHEN PEOPLE BEGAN TO INVESTIGATE. MORE INTO. THE 
ESSENCE: OF THEMSELVES, SUCH- AN ` INDIVIDUAL COULD 
BECOME. ^ TARGET FOR THE LABEL SOCIOPATH. HOWEVER, 
FEW. INDIVIDUALS WITH THIS LABEL WOULD ВЕ ABLE TO NN 
ТНБ BELONGING OF AL THINGS AND ACCEPT THEM WITH THE 
ABILITY OF THEIR POWER ТО USE THE ENERGY THAT IT HAS 
ACQUIRED TO BG. USED EQUALLY FOR THE BENEHT OF 
BVERYTHING FROM WHICH TT. DREW. ІМ ADDITION, WITH THE 
REALIZATION OF WHAT EXISTENTIAL THINKING COULD NOT ОК 
DID NOT WANT ТО GET ТО THE BOTTOM OF BECAUSE IT WAS 
NOTABLE TO ACCEPT THE IDEA THAT IT WOULD BG REPLACED BY 
А NEW ONE, BASED. ON THE PREVIOUS. ONE. AS ይ ALWAYS 
TRUE IN HISTORY = OVERYTHING: HAS IIS SUCCESSOR. THE 
THEORY OF BOTH EVOLUTION. AND REVOLUTION IS. NOT 
RECORDED ТО BE REJECTED OR ACCEPTED, BUT IN-FACT IS 
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beneath the Гоо of the mountains, 
somewhere deep beyond” Hungary, 

stretches the small area of Geamana та 
Romanian» village. M is disappearing due to the 
slow flooding of toxic mud, copper compounds 
from a nearby mine, in which one day miners 
inadvertently dug. through the walls with a 
natural reservoir of this mud, Those who 
managed to save themselves from the floods of 
brown, thick and vapor-soahed үші at ክፎ! 
often ended up for a long (те on one of the 
stone islands, where mug surrounded. them in a 
toxic spill. Fearing certain death, the workers 
passed the times by talking about. even ¿more 
terrifying things to banish the fear of being afraid 
of the mud, М was such a nature of theirs that 
for someone from afar i could seem at first like 
hitting. a stone against’ a stone; however, И had 
its effect - Have you ever heard of a stolen 
kidney? - How Vike stolen?" You just wake up 
with no тетесу and” a hole sewn up іп your 
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side.” „%% Can, have Ahat as 9 pocket 
afterwards,” another of the (гїп started making 
fun of it- Leave: it, these creepy pastes are 
absolutely “useless here, уге. тәуе. to figure out 
how, fo get out of here" Such a Slender man 
has long» arms, he would. be quite useful here, He 
would just reach across the stream of mud and 
drag us over" „Or such a Siren. Head could 
summon, for example, a rescue “helicopter,” 
That's the Sart of inventing some hind of 
monster for а vídeo game. How about such a 
picture, only a real «character „сет paint that,” 
stood up the оту опе of the trío who wanted to 
keep his ር001-,ቫ heard, about images hat. drive 
үзі crazy. „Mot possible“ But is!" - Me, if it 
is a fact that children, sometimes live im their 
bodies, then it must also be a fact that someone 
can gå crazy from a picture.“ - What ind of 
nonsense is Dis?! Vunps in the boy! - What 
about a child born in a grave? And that really 
happened“ This. is disgusting! Mol it's, 
disqusting what an assassin with å hook instead 
ора hand can do fo youl» "Well, a lot of blood." 
= Мата lot of blood Finished bloody mand" - 1 
сәті stand listeningeto this. anymore!” The» only 
one of them who didn't hold any other. fear inside 
him jumped into the toxic mug, Which immediately 
hegan o dev] and corrode him as if it were 
the externat stomach of some unknown predatory 
existence;The other two looked at eachother and 
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then without a single word they sat оп a ledge 
from the flowing mud, emitting fumes; leaning on 
each other; Some-time passed the this, and out of 
desperation, they ‘continued 10 Чей each other 
even more horrible stories or similar, topics that 
delayed. their impending death. The toxic cmd had 
Already» reached their shoes and started to 
dissolve their soles, They looked. at each other, 
thinking they would see something in each other 
that would save them, But the, opposite appeared 
to them, Both were completely disqusied by being 
in the хопе of. toxic fumes, The fumes were 
causing shin to peel off and living. tissue to 
expand. Further damage ouctear marrow of the 
bones, so they began io SO ] various. body 
deformations and Imutatiøns.- ‚But you are 
disgusting!” One yelled at the other.-, You're ugly! 
Ugh! Cool at jou” 80 "опе. of them" leaned 
forward to See Шъ face in “the reflection of the 
liquid, but he soon discovered something that had 
eluded him All the. time - the mud does not have 
а mircor-like: surface, and so he saw nothing but 
falling into Ше smelty mud because his already 
distorted by toxicity the other tripped his feet The 
mud hissed and swallowed, him lie a mouthful, 
The last оре didn't cheer much, Before long he 
had to stand onthe tips of his worn-out boots on 
the last hump tucking above the bubbling^mud, His 
knees were already crooked as his joints 
softened And his bones rippled) In the. end, his 
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Є CAME OUT of His HOUSE AND pf ON 
3 Is HAT. WIND BLew. То SOME HE Lookep 
«07 LIKE A MOBSTER, To OfWERS HE Lookep 
LIKE A DETECTIVE. BUT HE WAS DRESSED LIKE THAT 
ONLY BECAUSE THAT'S How THE  TowNSpEOpLE 
DRESSED EVERYDAY. SUIT AND HAT. ExcEpTIONAL 
TIE. ዘ HEADED DOWNTOWN. 
NEONECROMEGALOMETROpoLis. А LoT HAS CHANGED 
HERE WITH JHE GROWTH of THE «ПУ, AFTER THE 
EXISTENCE ወያ GHOULS WAS REVEALED, EVEN THOUGH 
THEIR EXISTENCE WAS SUpposep To REMAIN ል 
SECRET. THE Locals COULDN'T GET USED To IT FoR 
А LONG TIME AND THEN «АМЕ Up WITH THE IDEA 
THAT THEY WANTED To START USING THE TUNNELS 
PUG UNDER THE GHOUL «ПУ FoR МОВЕ 
TECHNOLOGy. THEY BUILT A SUBWAY, АМ 
UNDERGROUND INTEGRATED TRANSPORT OUT ор THEM. 
ANOTHER place FoR THE SURFACE DWELLERS To 
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LIVE WAS BUILT UNDERGROUND FROM THE DIRT. 
HERE ON THE SURFACE, ON THE CONTRARY, (ов 
GHOULS FROM UNDERGROUND. THE «Ту THREW 
PowN ITS WALLS AND BUILT NEW ONES. THE pome 
HAS GONE DIGITAL. THE SUBWAY AND ENTIRE 
SUBURBAN TELEPORTS RAN ON THE ENERGY ор 
DEUTERIUM, THE CORE ор THE DRAGON Loop, AS 
WELL AS Up To THE HEIGHTS ор SOME TOWERING 
BUILDINGS. Ав WELL AS LONGITUDINALLY THROUGH 


THE «Ту. AFTER ENTERING THE SUBWAY DOWN, A 
ROADBLOCK WITH A GIANT BONE MACHINE GUN AND 
Two SKELETONS IN BLACK AND RED UNIFORMS 
APPEARED HALFWAY UNDER THE STAIRS. THEY 
WEREN'T CHECKING ANYONE, THEY WERE JUST THERE 
FOR WARNING AND IN CASE OF ANY RIOTERS. EVERY 
ONCE IN A WHILE THEY FOUND SOME. No MATTER 
мно If WAS, THE GUN ALWAYS BLEW THEM To 
SHREDS. THEN THE SUBWAY ARRIVED. MADE of 
SHINY METALS AND ENCRUSTED WITH pREcIOUS 
STONES, IT SHONE WITH A SPLITTER ON THE FRONT. 
INSIDE, FULL ор EVERYTHING THAT WAS FOUND IN 
THE «ТУ, No MATTER WHAT. SQUEEZING ON EACH 
OTHER. À RIDE LIKE A ROLLER «OASTER, BUT 
UNDERGROUND. THE «AR «AME To A Slop EACH 
TIME WITH JHE SOUND ор GRINDING EDGES AND JHE 
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POPPING ор THE SPREADING cRySTALS THAT HAD 
BEEN BUILT INTO IT AS BRAKES. Å SINGLE PRAWN- 
OUT WHINE. AN UNPLEASANT SOUND, BUT MANY 


RESIDENTS НЕКЕ LACKED EARS ANYWAY. OPENING 
AND «LOSING MASSIVE DOORS AND SUDDENLY 


ANOTHER STATION WAS ALREADY WAITING. THOSE 
BONY GESTAPO GUYS BEHIND A HEAVY MACHINE 
GUN AGAIN. Up THE STAIRS AND THERE A SQUARE 
WITH REPTILIAN FIGURES ON ONYX SLABS, AND IN 
THE MIDDLE of If, ор THE SAME MATERIAL, ል 
STATUE OF A SINGLE MAN. ALFRED THE DRAGON 
SLAYER. THE VANQUISHER ор LAWLESSNESS WITH 
HIS WORK. LEGEND HAS IT THAT Two MORE WOMEN 
WERE STANDING BEHIND НІМ. HOWEVER, THEY ARE 
NOT SHOWN HERE. THEIR MONUMENTS ARE LOCATED 
IN THE PLACES OF THEIR RACE. FOR NECROMANCERS 
AND VAMPIRES. AND THE FINAL FOURTH ASPECT - 
THE BONE TypEWRITER. HE |5 NOT HERE EITHER, 
BUT |5 LOCATED IN THE VERY CENTER of THE «ПУ, 
IN PURUS. DISPLAYED AS THE MAIN OBJECT ор THE 
ALTAR. HowEVER, Mos] ор THE popuLaTioN FoRGoT 
ABOUT JHE FIFTH ASPECT, NAMELY BLOOD. IT |5 
NOT DEPICTED ANYWHERE, IT IS THE LIFE of THE 
«Ty. HER ALPHA AND OMEGA. NEVERTHELESS, NOT 
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EVERY RESIDENT WAS ABLE To REALIZE THIS. 
GHOULS HAVE A DIFFERENT SENSE of BLOODSHED. 
IT HAS A DEEPER MEANING FOR THEM, pROBABLY 
BECAUSE of THEIR ORIGINS. EVERY USE of BLoop 
MUST HAVE А PURPOSE, AS MUST THEIR LoT IN 
LIFE. THIS [6 WHAT ТНЕУ Тоок PRON THEIR HUMAN 
LIFE UNLIKE VAMPIRES wHo ARE IMMORTAL AND 
oNLy NEED BLoop Jo SATISFY THEIR APPETITES AND 
SURVIVE. Now WE SENSED THE pRESENCE of А 
STRANGER. HE LooKED BACK. HE was А NAZGOUL 
- ል NATIONALIST AMONG THE GHouls. HUGE WITH 
воїн FACE AND Bopy COVERED. TERRIBLE AT FIRST 
GLANCE. -,,SIN«E THE TIME THIS CREATURE WAS 
HERE, | HAVE NOTHING To Пу ОМ," HE SNAppED 
ANGRILY. ITS AGE COULD BE pEBATED. PRECISELY 
BECAUSE OF THESE GHOULS, THOSE BONE MACHINE 
GUNS APPEARED IN VARIOUS PLACES Jo ELIMINATE 
HIM IN CASE ор THE SLIGHTEST pRoBLEM. Dust To 
PUST, ASHES To ASHES. EVEN THIS HEADLESS MAN 
HAD A BONE TooL - A STAKE. FROM THE BONE ор 
HIS DRAGON. HE WAS EVEN AMBIDEXTROUS. WHAT 
ELSE SHOULD HE BRANDISH IN А «Ту FULL of 
BLOOpTHIRSTy VAMPIRES WHO, AFTER THE PASSAGE 
OF TIME, REALIZED THAT GHoUL BLoop |5 AN 
EXTREMELY | poWERFUL NARCOTIC AND CAUSES 
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DIFFERENT AND STRONGER EFFECTS THAN THE BLOOP 
ор NECROMANCERS, OR HUMANS, OR EVEN 
VAMPIRES. STILL, WHETHER THIS NAZGHOUL HAD 
ANY BLOOD IN HIM COULD Мо] ВЕ EASILY ToLp. 
JHE ANCIENT AND ROTTING BODIES ор THE AGES 
DRIED Up EASILY LIKE THE NEARBY DESERT. ONE 
MORE THING HAS CHANGED - THE STRENGTH ор 
DEUTERIUM ENERGY. SHE GREW STRONGER AND THUS 
Nof ONLY GRANTED THE AFTERLIFE BUT Also LATER 
PARAPSYCHOLOGICAL ABILITIES. AND THEY coULp ВЕ 
KONTROLLE BETTER WITH THE HELP of VARIOUS 
BLoops oR INGREDIENTS. THAT'S WHY HE Now 
HEARD ል WOMAN'S VOICE INSIDE His HEAD. НЕ 
BECKONED Him To Follow Him. HE овгугр. HE 
LED Him Up To THE UppER FLooRs of А TALL 
BUILDING WHERE Two PARK AND BEIGE SKINNED 
VAMPIRES LIVED IN А MAISONETTE. CLASSIC «ТУ 
GIRLS. ON THE TABLE AGAIN LAY THE BOOK IN A 
LEATHER COVER - KAMASUTRA fog THREE By 
DRAGON SLAYER. 

THE GIRLS «Host THE RIGHT VICTIM. pooR pooR 
GHOUL BROKEN By LIFE. HE KNEW. WHAT WAS 
GOING ON. THEY WILL GIVE HIM INTENSE PLEASURE 
FoR His BLoop. So A COMPROMISE BETWEEN HIM 
CHERISHING THEM UNTIL THE END ор HIS DAYS AND 
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THEM MOVING ON THANKS То His BLoop. HE wiLL 
pRoMoTE THEM. THESE Two GORGEOUS VAMPIRES 
USUALLY SELL THEIR BODIES FOR NECRONOMICOINS, 
A NEWLY CREATED CURRENCY THAT DOMINATED THE 
MARKET ECONOMY OF JHE BIG «Ту. BUT HE HAD 
ANOTHER PRIVILEGE. THEY DRAINED HIM To THE LAST 
prop. ALL THAT was LEFT of HIM WAS AN EMPTY 
WITHERED Box. SKIN AND BONES, SOME MEAT. 
AND JHE SIGHT ор TWo NAKED VAMPIRES NIBBLING 
AND LICKING EVERY PART ор HIS Bopy REMAINED 
IN HIS MIND. IT DIDN'T BOTHER HIM. ON THE 
CONTRARY. HE THOUGHT HE WAS Lucky THAT NONE 
ор THEM HAD FANGS ON THEIR NARROW CUNT AS 
WELL. HE WOULD Lost HIS MANHOOD, His FINGERS 
ON ALL His LIMBS, HIS TONGUE AND HIS NOSE. 
JHE ому THING THAT BOTHERED HIM WAS THAT 
THEY HADN'T GIVEN HIM A pAkH OR АТ LEAST 
SCARRED HIS scRofum AND LEFT HIM BARE WITH 
His TESTICLES OUT AS SHE Тоок THEM WITH HER 
PASSION Тоон. HE KNEW THAT А BETTER FINAL 
FATE «oULp Nof BEFALL HIM, BECAUSE THIS 15 
How THE FOOD CHAIN WORKS IN JHE BIG «ТУ. 
BETTER THAN BEING FODDER FoR A рак OR GANG 
ор VAMPIRES. THEY WOULD END HIM IN ል MUCH 
WORSE way. THIS was JHE BEST SoLUTION (ов 
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HIM. DEATH BEFORE Loss OF pRIDE. HE WAS Now 
IN A STATE of VERY DEEP HIBERNATION, LEADING То 
ARREST of ALL ORGANS AND THEREFORE DEATH. 
E FELT so DEFENSELESS IN SUCH ል BIG WORLD 
THAT ALL IT TOOK WAS ONE pRETTY VAMPIRE To 
О(Ч$ HER powERs FRoM WHAT LITTLE Ghoul 
BLoop SHE STILL HAD IN HER To HyYpNOTIZE HIM 
FOR HER NEEDS, BUT SHE WAS ABLE To REpAy HIM 
HANDSOMELY. ÅND so ANOTHER MINIATURE LIFE 
WITHERED AWAY IN NEONECROMEGALOMETROPOLIS 80 
THAT ል NEW ONE «oULp BE LIT AND ANOTHER. 
THAT is THE cycle ор LIFE, WHETHER LIVING oR 
NON-LIVING. UNTIL THEY DISCOVERED HIS BODY AND 
TRANSFUSED IT. IT WAS Å «ТУ SERVICE. His EYES 
LIT Up AGAIN. BUT IT WAS No LONGER His BLoop 
THAT FLOWED THROUGH His BRAIN. HE DIDN'T HAVE 
HIS MEMORIES. IT was МОТ «oMpLETE. His Вору 
ACTED DIFFERENTLY THAN His ORIGINAL MIND UNTIL 
IT «oT USED To THE new DNA. HE WAS JUST A 
VESSEL FOR SOMEONE ELSE'S LIFE. Å STRANGER (о 
HIS OWN. 
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„ MUGE BULL ОҒ FIRE FLEW TMAQUGM TUE 
URROUNDINGS UND WUDIUTUD SUMMERE FURTHER 
ሀ TUE STØR-STUDDED SHY. = SHIT! U ROBED 
FIGURE GULLED UUT ሀዘ ሀ LURGE РОСИ TOWERING PEULE 
TMG TREETOPS. - CULT DOWN SOMEONE ONSIJERED MER BY 
SEEING TME MOON UN TUE UERY EDGE UF TME CLIFF. MIDING 


GEMINO ONG OF THE LORGER STUNGS ПАСИ. -LIDRS!” SME 
Se UND BEGUN TU SUMMON ОМОТИ FIREBULL UDUIN 
USING STRUNGE GESTURES WITH THE FINGERS OF BUTM MONOS 
IHC. = „ТТІ ТЫ, ЯРЫМ TT. ME GLUED QUT ДАТИ 
ዘኔ ሠኔ IN FRONT OF MIT FOR PROTECTION. BUT TVG KULL OF 
FIRE WOS SLOWLY UPPADPGMING MIS PERSON. 

ШИШЕ ТИПТ NIGHT. 

ሀ FULL MOON US MOUERING ሀ፻ዐሀሂ THE GLIFF IN THE MIDDLE 
UF TUE DEEP DESULDTE FORESTS. MUM DIUS LIGHTLY COMBED 
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BY 8ፐ፪ወዘኔ OF CLOUDS. IT WOS ሀ ሀወ SPRING МЫТ IN 
APRIL OND UN ОШ, UGGØSIDNØLLY MODTED NGURBY. ሀ STOR 
FLEM MURUNG TUE SHY. TME RIGHT MOMENT ТО TUKE ቨ DSM. 
MOWEUER. TMS MONUMENTUL SIGHT OF THE RUM BEMDINING 
BEMIND THE FOULING STOR IN THE DROP BELOW WHS DUBBED 
ሠፐዝ TUE LUUD SIGMS UF U FRMULE BEING. IN ТИ 
TGLUMINØTTON OF THIS ØSTRONOMIGEL CONSTELLETION UF THE 
MUUN. TMEIR BODIES GLISTENED WITH SWEET IN TUE ECMO OF 
TMG ШТ. TMG LUNUR ሸሃጄፐ ШЫ) INFLUENCED UND 
REFLECTED THEIR WITUUL COLORING, MMTGM US BRIGMTLY 
COLORED. UT FIRST GLUNTE. TME BODIES INTER TWINED LIKE U 
BULL OF SNØKES. SUIT SKIN WITH NO SGØLES BEMIND TT. WITH 
ELEGTRILHLLY BRISTLING МОТА DRIPPING LITH THE PUSSTON OF 
TME NIGMT MUUKS. THE POLE OF TER EROTIC ATTUNL ROSE OS 
DID TUE TEMPERUTURE ОР THEIR SLUUD UND SURROUNDINGS. ME 
GRIPPED MER GUT TOGAS TIGHTLY ПМ) THOUED MIS PELUTS BOCK 
ПМ) FURTH. SME MUS PRUPPED UP UN MER MONDE STRETUMED 
GEMIND MER BUCK SU TMUT MER BREDSTS COULD BE BULGING 
FRUM ዘህ MOTHERS MILK MUS FLOWING. MER МЕСИ MJØS 
STRETUMED MICH ОМО TME FREQUENCY OF MER SIGMS. THEY BUUE 
MIT GOURUGE UNTIL SME FINULLY GUTMØKED. MIS MEUD DROPPED 
TU MER GOLLØMBONG. THEY БОТИ RESTED UNTIL WE WUS 
COMPLETELY SOFT ОМО FELL OUT UN MIS OWN. ME THEN BOT UP 
UND PUT ON Y LONG ОПАҚ ROSE THOT JUS LYING ዘሂቨ፳፻ሂ TUE 
F&TMØLE CEN TUN ИШИНЕ UN THE STONE WITH ITS LIMES = 
LEGS ПМ) DAMS - UUTSTMETLMED. ME RUTSED THE ИТШ, 
DUGGER UND ሟቿ UN ENGROUING UN MER RED-MOT BODY. IN ТЕ 
ПИШ OF TUE LOWER HBDOMIEN ОМО BUTTOCKS. INUERTED 
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PENTOGRUM UND TIJU MORNS. SME SCHEINEN. ME THEN MADE UN 
ENGRDUING ON MIS ULN MOND. ME DIPPED MIS FINGERS IN MIS 
BLOOD ПМ) THEN MINED TT WITH MORS. ME MELD THEM UP TU 
TUE MOONLIGHT ОМО BEGUN DMENTING TUE FORTIULU UPON TT. 
TMG WORTEN ሀዘ THE GROUND IN THE MIDDLE Ur THE UST 
GEUMUNTIG CONSTELLATION BEGUN TU SQUIRTH. THEY CONTINUED. 
THEM BOTH INCREUSED THETA VOLUME UND PRONUNGTETTUN UNTIL 
THE WUMUNS የፐ BUREU CUE. DADUNNG UUT- MIS ИСЕ. 
SILENGE. BUEN TUE FOREST FELL SILENT. THERE WHS U 
MUMENT UF STADNGE SILENCE TMUT STRETUMEO TU ТИЮ 
SOLITUDE DF TUE SUMMIT OF MOPELESSNESS. SUUM H MUMENT 
[Š REFERRED ТО DS EMBURROSSING IN SOME STRUCTURES. 

- ITS NUT WORKING.” BLURTED UUT THE አኸ SUDDENLY. 
ሀዚ THE MUNS FOREMEDD БЕСТ, -DUFTER HLL. YOU WERE 
SGRGUMTING UND ULL. TT MUST MULE ТОМЕМ SOME TIME.” -ጊሃርሀ 


ШЕМ” SME BENT DOWN FROM TUE GROUND. -MAILL T GIUE BIRTH 


TU TUE GUNT TUDU? UM NOT TI” -BME USHED QUESTIONS. 
-LETN TAY IT OBEN.” SUGGESTED THE TUN ОМО ПРРИОПОМЫ) 
MER UGDIN. ME BEDGMED UNDER MIS ROBES FUR MIS INSTRUMENT 
UF DESTRUCTION TU UUTIUUTE IT DEIN. -1 MGMT NEED HELP 
ሠፐህ VG. ME STEPPED GLUSER TU MER TU ТЕМЕ LUMMDND. 
“ሐ WILL 00 TT LIKE TMS FIRST. TWILL TOUCH MYSELF UND 
OU CONTINUE LONG UND LOUK HT ME. -.G000." % 
CONTINUED TO DU 80 FOR ПОШИ. BUT THE THON FOILED ሀ፳ሠቪ 
-| ҚЫДЫР NEED YOUR TOUCH,” ME CUME TU MER UNO SME 
пише CONNECTED UNDER MIS ROBE. ME FELT TT MIGHT WORK 


BUT...NUTMING. -UKE YOU IMPOTENT UR DU VOU МОЕ ሀ 
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БЕЛЩ, DISURDERT SME ПЪМСО MIT, —„] МОШЕ NO ТОШ МИТ TS 
WRONG WITH МП, DFTER ULL. JUE DID TT TUBETMER ሀ MILE 
PEU. SU UGE I NEED TU BUIN MURE STRENGTH.” Off.“ SME 
CONTINUED TU WORK. -.STILL NOTHING.” “THEN IT PROBDELY 
WONT БЕП GODT." SME SUID UND STOOD UP. SME WOS UTING 
SU RUTGUET TMUT ME ሀቫሀ፻፪ርዐ MER GRENST UND USS. LUST 
CHUNCEL UND NUTMING. SME PUSHED MITT DDV. -BU TUE BEEN 
PLENNING TT MERE ULL MLUNG UND FINDLLY THIS. ME РОСА) 
YERBOLLY. —. SU YOURE NOT ПОМ BUT ITS NOT WORT TT. 
DU 400 STILL THINK THOT TME GUNJUNGTION ОР TUE STØRS IS 
RESPONSIBLE FUR EUERUTUINGE” -MUTT - JUELL TF BY 
CMONGE YOUR GRUTH DDESNT MOUE ITS GREGT MUMENT ONLY 
MAN THERE'S D FULL MOON DW SOMETMING LIKE THOT.” 
JUELL THIS.” ME FROWNED QUST US TUE SHY DID IN THOT 
MOMENT. UND THERE MUS UN DKGUMENT. U BOLL UF FIRE 
БШЕМШ) UNTU MIS BODY UND ME DUUGHT IN MIS ENTIRE RUBE. 
ME Senft ОМО THEN TUMBLED DOWN TUE GUIFF BELOW. 
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right index Finger pressed the bell that 
914 Johnny on the garden gate. It. took a 
moment, For the Figure From the doorway to 
appear. She was sprawled out. She walked heavily 
and wobbly to the door behind which they were 
standing. The person opened For them, = What, are 
you asking For? ል Fleshy head with q pig's Forehead 
greased with sweat and а double chin on its neck 
asked. "We're here to inspect the goat’s house,” 
answered the woman with the long tight. braid and 
olive-black hair. in her hand, she held out, а Foil~ 
wrapped bottle in front, of him, Не took it in his 
hand and unfolded it, to get. a better look. He didn't, 
see. “,,] have to go inside to get my glasses," he told 
them with 0 certain stupidity in his voice, or 
mockery. "Come in," he continued. The woman looked 
back to see how her colleague behind her was 
responding to the invitation. He nodded his head 
drooping with age. "Good," she said and Followed the 
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man into his garden. My Friend, how should 1? They 
reached the wooden gazebo behind the avenues oF 
Fruit, trees throughout the garden. He took his 
glasses From በ wooden table in the shade, next. to 
which stood an open bottle of some liquid. The 
woman guessed it was schnapps, because he had а 
shot, glass next to him, He put on his glasses and 
read aloud:-,Court warrant to search the said 
боа%'з house, then Focused First with his right eye 
and then with his left eye, as chameleons do. The 
woman even had the Feeling that, the man, probably 
named Johnny, his Face colors also changed like the 
reptiles. "Are you from the police?" He spoke again, 
this time suspiciously. =,.No, we are experts, so here 
the dorms are the appraiser. We work For а cultural 
Foundation. -,,50 bodybuilders,” confessed а тап 
named Johnny. Both of his counterparts were 
dumbfounded at his observation by the intrusion. 
„We need to log the house somehow," said the тап 
suddenly, hiding behind the only woman in the area 
Far and wide. You could hegr in his voice that he 
Finally took the opportunity to say something out, 
loud, Johnny picked up а pre~poured shot, oF brandy. 
- „Во you also want to pour? Не asked. He tried to 
be Friendly, but there was still that aura Flying 
around thot the people who came with the permit, 
were some intruders. ., We аге here on business, 
that probably wouldn't make а good impression, 
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"the woman sensed in his actions that he was trying 
to please himself. ., Well, at least For you, ГЦ make 
coffee before I let you іп, you need to know 
something more about the house First. It is 
extremely dangerous,” he scared them in а matter~ 
pf=Fack voice. The six eyes oF everyone present, 
turned to the other side of the road. There, beyond 
the barbed wire and stone Fence, lay a grim=looking 
house. Its broken апа glazed windows opaque From 
the inside and wreathed with cobwebs from the 
outside. Everything pointed to the impression that, 
he was quite personified. When the woman and her 
colleague turned back to Johnny, he was no longer 
standing there. So they sat down under the gazebo 
and waited For his return. He returned after a short 
while with a larger tray of cups and a kettle. He 
spread out everything he had brought and spilled 
the boiling water. They also noticed that he had 
changed his shirt. He managed to change From his 
greasy, sweaty and pulled out holey gray leotard 
into а black tight and loose one with q distinctive 
police inscription on the chest. "You work For the 
police?" The now increasingly startled woman asked 
For а change. =,I'm just а Fan,” he replied qs he 
threw a sugar cube into his coffee. , offer 
yourself," he ordered them. They did so becquse of 
his delighted smile that, he has such ап important, 
visitor..-, As his beatification suggests, it belongs 
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to some kind of goat that occupied the house after 
its owners disappeared. Some in the neighborhood 
claim that, black masses were held there. Supposedly 
there is something hidden somewhere that 
summoned the goat. He looked at the intruder. You 
wouldn't be able to see the blood in their 
expressions, ~,,What do you mean by that?” The 
communicative Woman wondered. -,, As I say it." 
„And this one? ,, The way it is. Go and have а look, 
but I recommend having 9 glass of my table wine 
From the ryngle that I grow here to boost your 
courage. Тһе woman was even more surprised, 
because she still could not believe what he claimed 
about the house, and now it, became clear that it 
was not schnapps but, his table wine. ~,,Okay, well, 
ГИ taste it then,” Finally her colleague gave in and 
lek the deci be poured into a glass. ~,,She is 
writing,” he said after expertly circling her and 
holding her lightly. ., I always get. a kick out of him 
too. I drink ik in shots on purpose, because it’s 
better to egt," he Finally amused them and relaxed 
the atmosphere he had created earlier. -., Where do 
you burn it?" ., Mere I have а distillery іп the giant, 
barrel that | have over there in the garden,” he 
pointed towards somewhere between overgrown trees 
Full OF blooms. =,,Do you want to look there? ~,,We'd 
rather go with the goats,” reminded the woman 
with а tone of exaggeration in her voice. "Well, I 
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also prepared the keys For you," he took them out 
and placed them on the table. ,, Shut it up and 
let's go," she urged her colleague. Не Finished а 
deciliter of wine and then his coffee. The woman left 
her cup half Full. The colleague stood up and 
suddenly looked somewhat, uncertain, it could be 
seen on him that the mix of Liquids probably didn’t 
do him much good.Now they had а view of а large 
Family table made of solid wood. Clumps of dust 
rolled over him, To the right was the entrance to 
the kitchen, There was nothing unusual about her. 
Two doors on the right leading From the kitchen 
Further crossed their path and piqued their 
curiosity. They opened the First oF them. It was 
located in the pantry, in other words. Hanging cones 
OF dried salami and sausages hung here. A colleague 
reached For one. However, а woman slapped him on 
the hand. -, You won't take moldy salami here." 
7, These are not, moldy, but. they ripen,” he replied 
and still reached For it. The woman gave him a 
rather annoyed look, so he decided to save it, For 
later. Å second door Followed. There Was а loud 
crash oF glass on the Floor resonating throughout. 
the house. Ik freaked them both out, despite the 
Fact, that, he immediately noticed that it was only 
glass bottles that seemed to be planted behind the 
door. In this corridor, short and dark, there was 
another closed entrance. However, аз they soon 
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discovered, it. was locked. Sp she took а bunch of 
keys in her hand and started trying them to see 
which one would Fit, inside, The colleague raised his 
hand above his head, somewhere in the Fur area 
above the door, and behold, what, Flashed From the 
rusty metal. Key. "Drunken luck,” he said and smiled 
at her. But the smile passed him by, because she 
seamed quite tense. She took the key From his hand 
and stuffed it into the lock. She turned around 
slowly. The door clicked and she grabbed the handle. 
Their gaze now extended to the room, littered with 
all sorts of junk and things that they probably had 
nowhere else to clean. "Is that 0 Warehouse?” The 
man asked. -, According to that conference work 
table, the government looks more like а Former 
office.“ -,Such а scumbag,” he complained. She 
closed the door in disgust and locked it again. She 
attached the key to the bundle to make it even 
more voluminous. Не prefers to leave this room 
untouched. Time to move оп, They returned to the 
kitchen and made their way through it and the 
dining room to а large living room occupied by 
leather couches and በ large sofa bed. To top ik all 
off was a huge stone wall of granite like the wall of 
the outer Fence. And inside that, wall was а Fireplace 
with stained glass. The entire several-meter-long 
massif was decorated with various wooden and other 
elaborate masks from various cultural corners of 
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the world, as their representatives. The Faces 
laughed, scowled or otherwise grimaced in various 
ways at the visitors oF the house into ugly and 
threatening shapes of emotions. Opposite him was 
the entrance to а terrace planted with huge stones 
overgrown with Ferns, trees and, oF course, grass. 
Beyond the Fence was а Field and deep woods beyond. 
тәр see that they have overgrown gargoyles.” 
-,They look like that. They are stones. It's 
supposed to act like а rockery." ., Rock.“ smiled а 
boyish colleague. ~,,And how do you know about it? 
ты) Found out በ little about the house in advance. 
Now we'll go upstairs, she suggested and they made 
their way up the cracked wooden spiral stairs. They 
creaked with every step. They went upstairs. 
Opposite them stood two doors again, and to the 
right. above the stairs a gray dusty couch, likewise 
Opposite it under the skylights another, only blue 
and tanned. 
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There was also a long wooden table and between the 
doors а record player on а plinth From the LP 
library. it was Full. They took it First to the room 
nearer to them, They hid а bathroom, quite large. А 
tangled web stretched over the tub and inside it 
Was а large horned spider. She preferred to close 
the door again. -,Desolate state,” commented а 
colleague. She made her way to the next. entrance. 
They led to a smaller bedroom, probably a woman's. 
She waited For her colleague to check the status of 
the room. Then she turned and started to go 
Further, where the Floor would take her. This meant, 
three more as yet, undiscovered rooms. One of them 
was а large room, probably the one that made the 
house Famous. Ik had а small Floor leading to the 
attic. There was nothing of interest hidden here, 
except For the view beyond the curtains of the 
woods with the entrance to the vast connecting 
balcony with the third bedroom, which they now 
Went to. There were а Few interesting collectibles 
ground the bed. And Finally, а small bathroom, 
hidden next door. -, That's it, we've got it over 
With," the colleague breathed a sigh of relief. -,,0п 
the contrary. The best. For the end. We stili have а 
cellar to go. ., on, he sweated again until the 
cakes in his armpit, on his shirt got bigger. They 
made their way down the spiral staircase again and 
now to the door directly below, which had remained 
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neglected until now. She rattled her bunch of keys 
again. The door gave Way. They were greeted by 
darkness bordered by the transition of white walls 
to gray to complete darkness. Only the edges of the 
contours оғ the continuation of the spiral staircase 
gave the room some Form. it. accompanied them From 
the First bold step across the threshold. She 
pressed the wall button, only to soon Find if, out, of 
order. Subconsciously and yet, naively, she had the 
Feeling that, the electricity here worked as it did 
many years ago. However, the unrelenting darkness 
brought her back to reality. However, she was ready 
For that, too. She Felt, a small Flashlight on her belt, 
and turned it, on. She was so prescient. The cobwebs 
ай around made her a little disorientated, but 
instead ОҒ running, she went, deep down into the 
dungeon. ., What. is it?" A colleague called after 
her. She looked back to shine. ዘዬ looked like he Found 
a bottle of archive wine. "I'm begging you...” she said 
and stepped down another step. ., she would go well 
with that, salami,” defended her colleague and 
grabbed her hand. Her foot. Finally came down to the 
solid, Flat Floor. She glowered around her to get, her 
bearings. The cellar was enormous, the size ОЁ the 
entire Floor plan oF the house. She First went to the 
right, where her intuition led her. Here there were 
empty shelves and hanging various tools chained with 
corrosion, Then а locked door. They most likely 
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already led out to the garden. So she went back to 
explore the last bit of the dungeon. it contained а 
ping-pong table and በ wardrobe. Rotten old. ,, Why 
on earth would someone put. a wardrobe in here, she 
took her door, which сате off its hinges, revealing 
another hidden door. She had no idea how many more 
doors this house would have, but, she Felt that one 
more and she might, go crazy. ~,,For God's sake, it’s 
like some kind of Narnia,” said a colleague, 
Frightened. She walked over to the other door and 
opened it. They were illumingted by the light of 
candles Flickering on the stone walls. However, what 
she saw inside scared her. Cross. Very strange. She 
recognized the Latin upside down in it. Then а plus 
symbol and а circle around it. Не was equipped with 
wild animal antlers. The impressive whole inside that 
mystical shrine hidden seemed zodiacal. The 
colleague Felt, the ritualistic atmosphere of the 
room, so he approached the altar symbol and placed 
in front of him what, weighed down his hands. That, is, 
а salami cone and а bottle of wine. He acted as ІҒ he 
were partially under the influence of something 
that, could not easily be described in words. As iF 
surrendering to the occult, dominant, beneath the 
surface of the house. But suddenly there was a 
hideous sound that turned both оғ their stomachs 
upside down. =,Blah! Blah! it was some kind of 
creature. Goat. They both stopped breathing and 
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Found themselves in the complete silence oF the 
damp basement. This was Followed by a loud slamming 
of the door above the basement, stairs. They both 
took to the hares and ran from the altar to the 
stairs and sprinted up until they tripped. She took 
the handle. They were already locked.She pressed her 
ear to the wooden door, Feeling like she could hear 
Something behind it. Someone or something Was 
stepping behind the door. "Johnny, is that, you?” She 
asked in а nervous voice. And suddenly again the 
disgusting t.hing:=, Blah! Blah! Which turned both оғ 
their stomachs and clouded their brains. She 
grabbed a stack of keys and tried to slip one of 
them inside. In vain. The key was inside and outside. 
„The other door," she blurted out, and then they 
both raced down the stairs again, it's በ wonder 
they didn't. roll over. Then they had to go through 
the whole cellar again to get there. She tried the 
keys again, and on about the Fifth try, one of them 
Fell in there. Thank God the Lock wasn't. broken. And 
50 they Finally saw the light, of day again. They went 
out up the broken steps to the overgrown garden 
and then back to the gate From whence they came, 
However, she took it once more on the Way, just to 
peek inside the house, to see what it could be. She 
couldn't believe her eyes. Bay berries were lying on 
the ground in front of the cellar door. Goat’s bay 
leaves. She quickly went out and away From the 
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garden. ,, Johnny! She called. Не woke up and 
immediately grabbed the gir rifle. =, What's 
happening?” He asked. ,, There was а goat! -,,Ме 
locked us in the cellar! They both answered. "Well, I 
told you that, he lives there.” 

After some time, the house finally managed to Find 
new owners. They were two Ukrainign immigrant 
women. At that time, an article appeared in the 
newspaper containing а photo of one of them taken 
by the other. It was a photo From the porch, where 
one of them was crouching next to the Frozen body 
in а postmortem convulsion. That, body was rather 
strange. It was as long as 9 human, only with hooves 
instead of palms with Fingers. AM hairy with 
shorter, curly bristles of black color and the sharp 
ends of its harder character. The chest, was white 
on the skin and loose. The head of an animal. Goats. 
With horns sticking one up like a buffalo ог a bull 
and the other curled down like а ram or ... goat. 
And between those horns there was а giant hole in 
the temple. That From а Firearm, The description 
contained information such аз: 

А Ukrainign couple of queer Women living in the 
legendary Kozlov House hunted down what had been 
haunting the place For decades. That Goat. ~,,He 
wanted to break into our dome, so we sharpened 
him," says a middle-aged woman with а strong 
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WAS- THERE: FAR BE 
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FE „т WAS PIFFICULYATO CLIMB THAT STFEP 
AND ROCKY WILL. DESPITE THE FACY TWAT 
መረመረ VWF DRAGON SULAVER'S MUSCULATURE 
WAS MORE TYAN READY FOR SUCH A PEAK. WE 
«NEW TWAT TWE REAL CHALLENGE AWAITED HIM 
ONLY AFTER WE HAD CONQUERED Vy. THE DRAGON 
KORDON HIMSELF. ОМ WS BACK SWUNG -WIS 
TWO-WANDED SWORD IN A LEAVHER SHEATH. AND 
До WATER JUG WAS. vAYYEO ACROSS, WIS 
LFATNER-ARMORED THIGH. WE STOPPED FOR A 
MOMENT AND SYRAIGNYENED UP. WE NAD YO 
BUCKLE WIS KNEES. WE WIPED WIS FOREHEAD 
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WITH TWE LEATHER ARMBAND AND LOOKED DOWN 
BEWIND WIM. A VIEW ОР THE FORESTS AND 
PLAINS. WHERE WE UVTLE BEARS WERE PLAYING. 
AND IN THE FAR DISTANCE STOOD WHE CITY 
SURROUNDED BY WOOD GROWING ALL AROUND. HE 
OPENED WIS MOUTH AND GULPED SEVERAL TIMES 
UNTIL WE SPLASVED ON WER CHEST. Vy WAS 
REFRESHING. WE CAPPED. 17 AND RELEASED ፐፐ 
ALONG WIS BODY. SWE PUNCHED WIM IN- TRE 
HIGH AGAIN. WE STEPPED UP TO THE TOP. THE 
SUN STUNG THF BACK OF WS NECK. WE SAW 
TWAT WE WAS ALREADY APPROACHING TWE 
FOOTHILLS. BEYOND WHICHMYWERE SWOULD BE A 
DRAGON'S LAIR, OR AY LEAST ITS FORFCOURT, 
WHERE AN ORDINARY DRAGON BASKED. TY 15 SAID 
WAY SOMETIMES, WE COULD BE SEEN UKE TWIS 
FROM THE SOUTHERN CITY WHEN VISIBILITY WAS 
GOOD. AND REAMY. WIS TEXTURED. STUBBORN 
SKIN MARKED HIM AS A WHITE DRAGON. BUT WIS 
SCALES .SWOWED, ALL TMETR «COLORS ТМ THE 
SUNLIGHT. THEY RESEMBLED PRECIOUS STONES 
ІМ. SHAPE AND FORM. UNTIL THE” MOVEMENT 
EXPLAINED YWAY үү WAS INDEED DRAGON SKIN. 
AS. Те Uv WAS THE MYTHICAL- TREASURE. TWAT 
DRAGONS. USVALLY GUARD. SLOWLY- AND AS 
SILENVLY AS POSSIBLE. THE DRAGON SLAVER 
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GRASPED THE HANDLE OF WIS WEAPON AND WITH 
ግጅ CONSIDERABLE PRECISION WE WAD BECOME 
ACCUSTOMED vo WWW W. DREW IV FROM THE 
WOUSTER. DESPITE WS BEST EFFORTS. THE 
DRAGON SENSFD WIS PRESENCE. WE 
STRAIGUYENED THF VAIL AND РИСКЕВ WS VAN. 
WE YUEN CHARGED WIM ALL OVER AND SPREAD WIS 
WINGS TO A TREMENDOUS, SPAN. WE ПЕТ, OUY A 
FIREBALL AND TYNE DRAGON SLAVER DODGED IV 
UKE NOTHING WITH A PARAROLIER. —.DRAGON 
KORDON!" WE SCREAMED. -=..WWAY ARE YOV. 
MANI" THE DRAGON ANSWERED WIM 
IMMEDIATELY. N AW DOMINIK ግጅ DRAGON 
STAVER AND TODAY 15 YOUR TAST DAY!" 
=BRAGON SLAVER?" THE DRAGON WONDERED 
AND TWEN TAVUGYNED IN DEEP TONES. —.SUCW A 
TITILLATING PIECE. OF FLESW AS ANY LIVING 
HUMAN SEED TWAT WAS EVER BEEN WERE SAID 
YWE DRAGON. 

YME DRAGON. STAYER FINALLY. SAW WHAT THE 
WHOLE REGION REALLY LOOKED URE. WASYILY WE 
REACHED INTO WIS LEATHER TORNA OW. WS 
KIDNEY AWD PULLED OUT A PIFCE OF CHARCOAL 
AND. PAPYRUS FROM YWE REFDS. НЕ «WAS 
PAINTING THEIR HOME. 
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